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MR, DEPUTY-SPEAKER : The hon.
Member may continue his speech on the
pext day.

17.59 hrs.

BUSINESS ADVISORY COMMITTEE
FORTY-FIFTH REPORT

THE MINISTER OF PARLIAMEN-
TARY AFFAIRS AND SHIPPING &
TRANSPORT (SHRI RAGHU RAMAIAH);
1 beg to present the Forty-Fifth Report of
the Business Advisory Committee.

18 hrs,

STATEMENT RE: INDO-PAK
TALKS ON EASTERN RIVERS

THE MINISTER OF IRRIGATION
AND POWER (DR. K. L. RAO); 1 beg
to lay on the Table a statement on the
Secretary-level
Pakistan held at Islamabad (West Pakistan)
to discuss Farakka Barrage and other
Eastern Rivers.

talks between India and

Statement

As the Honourable Members are
awaro, a Statement was laid on the
Table of the House on the 28th
July, 1969, on the conclusion of
tne Indo-Pakistan Secretary-level
meeting on the castern rivers beld
in Delhi in July, 1969. It was
decided at (hat mescting in
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another meeting would be held to
consider the completion of techni-
cal issues and to consider substan-
tive Issues.

A meeting was accordingly held at
Islamabad from 24th February to
20d March, 1970. The Indian
dclegation wrs led by Shri V. V.
Chari, Secretary, Ministry of
Irrigation & Power, and the
Pakistan team was led by Mr,
A. G, N, Kazi, Secretary, Mipistry
of Industries & Natural Resources.

Detailed discusslons took place
regardidg the project on the Padma
proposed by Pakistan. The Indian
and Pakistan projects on the Tista,
the issues relating to the Karnafuli
project in [East Pakistan, and
cooperative measures in regard to
river training works on border
rivers in the eastern region, were
also discussed.

There were full and frank discus-
sions on the wvarious technical
matters  concerning  Pakistan's
proposed project on the Padma.
The Indian delegation reiterated
the Government's stand that the
project as put forward by Pakistan
was not only unrealistic in many
ways but would ioundate densely
populated areas in India. Naturally
Indla could not view with equani-
mity any such project and urged
the Pakistan delegation 1o cevise
their project in a realistic manmser,
The Pakistan delegation took the
view that their project was viable
and that the water requirements of
the project could be reviewed only
in the context of an agreement on
the waters of the Ganga-Padma,

The Indian delegation once again
explained at length how Pakistan's
feasts about the effects of the

PHALGUNA 14, 1891 (SAKA) Talks on Eastern Rivers (St.) 262

6. It was finally agreed that another
Secretaries” level meeting would be
held ia New Delhi within four
months for carrying forward the
discussions on substantive issucs
and related matters.

7. A copy of the joint communique
issued at the end of the meeting is
enclosad.

Jolnt Communique

Delegations headed by the Secretary,
Ministry of Irrigation and Power, Govern-
ment of India, and the Secretary, Ministry
of Industries and NMatural Resources,
Government of Pakistan, met from 24th
February, 1970 to 20d March, 1970, in
Islamabad at the invitation of the Govern-
ment of Pakistan for talks on Farakka
Barrage Project and other matters relating
to the Eastern Rivers. The talks took
place in a very cordial atmosphere,

It was agreed that another Secretaries’
level meeting would be held in New Delhi
within four months for carrying forward
the discussions of substantive issues and
related matters with a view to enabling the
carly holdiog of a Ministers’ level meeting.

Sd/-

V. V. CHARI,

Secretary, Minister

of Irrigation & Power,

Goveroment of India

and Leader of the

Indian Delegation.

Islamabad, the 2ad March, 1970,

8d/-

A. G. N. KAZI,
Becretary, Ministry of
Industries & Natural
Resources, Government
of Pakistan and Leader
of the Pakistan
Delegation.

The Lok Sabha then adjourned dil

Farakka Barrage Project on Mget  Eleven of the Clock on Monday, March 9,

Pakistan were unfounded.

1970/ Phalguna 18, 1981 (Saka).



