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MR. SPEAKER : Will you kindly sit
down now ? You have had your say. This
is not the way. If there is something wrong
with the Ministery or somebody or the
officials, is this the way 7 Do you think you
have improved the Railways evea by half an
inch by this way of getting up and shou-
ting 7 I don’t mind. I will sit quietly.
(Interruptions) Will you kindly sit down ?
If by this method you can improve the
Railways, I don’t mind, 1 will sit quietly
and 1 allow you to have your say. If some
benefit is going to come owt of iy, I don't
mind at all. Everybody desires that the
Railways should improve. Let us hear the
statement. If there is any method, let us
see what we can do.

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS
(SHRI C. M. POONACHA) : Mr. Spevker,
Sir, with profound regret 1 have to inform
the House of a collision that took place
between two goods trains on 18-4-1968.
Goods Train No. 768 Up started from-
Meghnagar station situated on Godhra-
Ratlam double line section at 00.24 hours.
On account of theie being single line bet-
ween Anas ‘B’ Cabin and Anas station doe
to a bridge, Goods Train No. 768 Up was
stopped outside the OQuter signal at Anas
‘B’ Cabin at 0.38 bours to allow Passenger
Train No. 55 Dn. to pass over the bridge.
After 55 Dn. Passenger had passed, signals
were lowered for the reception of 768 Up at
0.48 hours and after it had started moving at
0.50 hours, Diesel Goods Train No, 846 Up
came from behind and collided with the
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rear of the Goods Train No. 768 Up at
0.53 hours.

As a result, the engine of the Diesel
Train NMo. 846 Up alongwith 21 box wagons
loaded with coal derailed and capsized
bloking both the Up and Dn. main lined
between Kms. 566/8 and 566/11. The
rearmost 7 wagons containing livastock and
the brakevan of Goods Train No. 768 Up
were completely damaged.

As a result of the collision, 9 persons,
were killed of whom 4 were railway emp-
loyees - and 5 attendants of the livestock
wagons on 768 Up.

Another five persons were injured, of
whom threc sustained grievous imjuries.
All the livestock in the rearmost seven
wagons of the Goods Train No, 768 Up
were killed.

Ex-gratia payment has been arranged
to the next of kin of the dead ant to the
injured. The Commissioner of Railway
Safety has been requested to arramge an
inquiry.

SHRI BAL RAJ MADHOK (South
Delhi) : 1 have a submission to make.
This statement has come after thrge days.
This is the kind of statement that we have
been hearing every day. The House
would like to know whether the fault has
been pinned down, who are the guilty
people, who are responsible for the negli-
gence, whether any punishment has been
given to them, and s0 on. Making this
kind of statement, without pinning down
the fault, without making punishment to
the guilty persons, is no use.
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*DEMANDS FOR GRANTS
1968-69—Comtd.

Ministry of Petrolewm and Chemicals

MR. SPEAKER : The House will now
take up discussion and voting on Demand

* Moved with the recommendation of the Mm:.
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MNos. 70,71 and 124 relating to the Minis-
try of Petroleum and Chemicals for which
5 hours have been allotted.

Hon. Members present in the House
who are desirous of maving their cut
motions may send slips to the Table within
15 minutes indicating the serial numbers of
the cut motions they would lik to move.

Demand No. 70—Ministry of Petroleum and
Chemicals.

MR. SPEAKER : Motion moved.

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 24,
03,000 be granted to the President to
complete the sum pecessary to defray
the charges which will came in course
of payment during the year ending the
31st day of march, 1969, in respect of
'Mmmry of Petroleum and Chcn'u-
cals.”

Demand No. 71—Other Revemue Expenditure
of the Ministry of Petrolenm asd Chemi-

cals.

MR. SPEAKER : Motion moved :

“That 2 sum not exceeding Rs. 71,
06, 000 be granted to the President
to complete the sum necessary to defray
the charges which will come in course
of payment during the year ending
the 3ist day of march, 1969, in respect
of ‘Other Revenue Expenditure of the
Ministry of Petroleum and Chemicals".”

Demand No. 1234 —Capital Outlay of the
Misintry of Petroleum and Che nicals.

MR. SPEAKAR : Motion moved :

“That.a sum not exceeding Rs. 15,
14, 27, 000 be granted to the President
to complete the sum necessary to
defray the charges which will come
in course of payment during the
year ending the 3Jlst day of March,
1969, in respect of ‘Capital Outtay of
the Ministry of Petroleum and Chemi-
cals"."

SHRI 5. K. TAPURIAH (Pyli) : While
on the subject of the Ministry of Patroleum
and Chemicals, | would like to start with
the prelimipasy remarks that the method
of preseptation of these Desands aad
Repasts is very incomplete. It seads to
be cvasive and tries to give an incosrecs
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picture. Why 1 make this charge is be-
cause these Demands make a mention only
of the equity contribution of the compa-
nies under the charge of this Ministry and
do not mention about the loans and grants
given to those companies and also do not
mention about the foreign exchange requir-
ments of those companies and also of this
Ministry.

12.23 hrs.
[Mr. Deputy-Speaker in the Chair]

Of course, the loans and demands, we
can find out from the Finance Ministry’s
Report. But, | made an attempt but havg
not been able to hunmt out where the
foreign exchange requirements are mention-
ed. This sort of thing makes an intelli~
gent study of the subject under this
Ministry impossible.

1 would, therefore, request the Minister
that, in futore, all those relevant data like
the loans to be given to those companies,
the forcign exchange compoment of the
expenditure to be made by the Ministry,
be included in the Report, so that they cam
be made available at one place.

Secondly, the balance sheets of the
companies under this Ministry are also
not available readily for discussion during
these Demands. The Report of the Indian
Drugs and Pharmaceuticals was given oaly
two or three days back and that also
pertains to March 1967. The Report of
Hindustan Organic Chemicals has been
given just now. Therefore, we cannot
discuss on that and even if we did, it
would realte to the position very long
time back. In that conmection, may I
request that since the Demands are al-
ways discussed in this House some Lime in
April, can the Government make it so that
the closing of the accounts of all public
sector companies is done on 30th Septem-
ber because, according Lo the Company Law,
all the reports have to be finalised within
six months 7 By this, when the House dis.
cusses them in April, we will have only six
meaihs old record to discuse and not one
year or 15 months old rocord as we have to
do today. I hope, the hon. Minister will
consider this and will also mention the exact
figure of the foreign exchange component
of the total expenditure incurred by this
Ministsy and also what are the repayment
terms of those gxchamge crodits.
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Now, coming to the exact D ds, 1
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do not understand what is the use of dis-
cussing these D2@mands and granting them
because these Demands that are mentioned
are nothing but fragments of imagination ;
they have no relevance at all to the correct
figures that emerge at the end of the year.
If only these people were a little more
sincere to their work, if they were onmly a
little more true to the people, then we
would have something concrete, something
good, done to the country.

Speaking of the variations, I will give a
few figures here about the capital and loans
advanced to a few selected undertakings
under the Petroleum and Chemical Minis-
try. In the case of Indian Oil Corpora-
tion, the 1967-68 budget estimates were
Rs. 2.68 crores whereas the revised estimates
for the same year were Rs. 9.14 crores,
which meant an increase of Rs. 6.46 crores
or in other terms, an increase in the expen-
diture from what was budgeted by 241 per
cent ; similarly in the case of Oil and Na-
tural Gas Commission, the increase was
66 per cent ; in the case of Madras Refiner-
ies, it was 153 per cent; in the case of
Madras Fertilisers, it was 78 per cent ; and
in the case of Fertiliser Corporation of
India, it was 65 per cent. Only these five
corporations under this Ministry make a
difference, between their budget estimates
and revised estimates, of 94 per cent. If
they are nearly cent per cent off their tar-
get, what is the use of bringing the De-
mands and discussing when they have no
bearing or no relevance to truthfulness ?
The reasons which the Ministry has given
for such large additional advances are vague
and evasive and, in any case, they have
failed to satisfy.

On fertilisers, I must say that the policy
of the Government has failed miserably and
the results achieved by them are mediocre.
We have had two illustrious Ministers in
this Department who lost no opportunity
of talking high of socialism and socialistic
pattern of society and trying to do some-
thing for the common people. [ cannot
understand who in India can be more a
common man than the farmer 7 One of
the basic necessities of a farmer is fertiliser
and the way we have failed in this impor-
tant field can be seen from the figures. In
the Second Plan our installed capacity for

nitrog fertilisers was 2,48,300 tonnes,
the production achieved was only 98,000
tonnes, which means only 36 per cent of
the installed capacity. In the Third Plan,
against an installed capacity of 5,86,500
tonnes, the production achieved was
2,33,000 tonnes only, which means only 40
per cent of the installed capacity. If you
look at them in terms of target and produc-
tion, in Second and Third Plans, this pro-
duction  was only 34 per cent and 29 per
cent of the target set by the Plans which
were made by themselves ; they were not
what the people demanded ; this Govern-
ment, their own people, made the targets,
and they themselves failed to reach those
targets.

Equally distressing is the fact that, dur-
ing the Second and Third Plans, even the
capacity installed was only 65 per cent and
59 per cent of the capacity which was en-

visaged by them.

The question arises, what does the de-
lay in setting up the capacity mean ? What
does this delay in starting production mean?
What does this shortage mean in terms of
rupees to the Indian farmer and to the
country ? To the farmer it means that
he cannot increase his production ; to the
country it means that we cannot _raise our
food production. The crisis continues and
for import of fertiliser, we have to shall
out our valuable foreign exchange. This
shortage has cost our country Rs. 24.74
crores in the First Plan, Rs. 63.92 crores in
the Second Plan and Rs. 128.55 crores in
the Third Plan—altogether Rs. 217.21
crores. It is estimated that the bill of
fertiliser imports will go up to Rs. 225
crores during the current year. This, in-
deed, is a very sorry figure.

If you come to the other aspect of the
farmer, what do you find ? These people on
that side of the House never miss an op-
portunity of speaking that they and they
alone stand for the welfare of the farmer ;
they lose no opportunity to say that theirs
is the farmers’ party and they try to do
everything for his welfare. But, in actual
fact, instead of having a soft corner for
the farmer, what we find is that, on every
conceivable occasion, they give the poor
farmer a cold shoulder. They often say
that public sector enterprises are meant
for welfare, the question of profit does not
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arise ; even if they have to work at a less
profit or at a loss, we should be content.
But, in effect, whenever they can, by hood-
winking or some other method, especially
against the classes who cannot resist or
complain like the farmer, they never lose
any opportunity of making money. [ will
give the example of the Central Fertiliser
Pool which was set up to work on no-
profit no-loss basis. This Pool has mgde
huge profits at the expense of farmers.
Between the years 1957-58 and 1963-64, this
Pool made a profit of Rs. 42 crores. Is
this the way that they are working for the
welfare of the farmers 7 [Is this the assis-
tance that they are giving them ? Then
the Government has got the impertinence
to say that the profits were incidental. [t
says that the profits accrued due to fall in
the prices of imported fertilisers. I cannot
understand why there can be an incidental
profit only in the case of fertiliser and why
there cannot be such incidental profit in
the HSL or in the Indian Drugs and Phar-
maceuticals which is under this Ministry"s
charge only. You will be shocked to know
what happens in that company. Out of a
total production of 2,45900 instruments
during the year, the number sold only was
about 15,000 instruments, and they carried
over a stock of about 2,61,000 instruments.
Why can they not have incidental profits
there ? And why are they having it only
in the case of the poor farmer ?

Since there is a tendency for the world
fertiliser prices to fall and since we have
to have, because of the failures of Govern-
ment, imports for quite some time, may I
have an assurance from Government, and a
categorical assurance at that, that if there
is a fall or if any further saving is made
by Goverdment on their fertiliser imports,
it will be passed on to the farmer and will
not be retained by this Government ?

What I have been speaking about the
extortion from the farmer geis further cre-
dence from the fact that our farmer has to
buy fertiliser at a very high cost. In fact,
the Indian farmer who is the poorest far-
mer in the world possibly has to buy the
most expensive fertilisers in the world. I
shall give you a few price comparisons of
one metric tonne of nutrient ammonium
sulphate for the year 1965-66. In India in
that year, the cost of one . metric tonne of
Rutrient ammonium sulphate at subsidised
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rates was Rs. 1804, This is a very high
figure if you compare it with the cost in
West Pakistan where it was Rs. 729, the
cost in Japan where it was Rs. 1257 and
that in the USA where it was Rs. 1324, and
in Britain where it was only Rs. 800. This
price of Rs. 1804 has also gone up since
last year, ever since the subsidy was with-
drawn and after the devaluation and oow
the price stands at Rs. 2343,

In this connection, I would also like
to mention that the monopolistic co-opera-
tives set up in many States for distribution
of fertilisers have not been functioning
satisfactorily. Even the Sivaraman Com-
mittee on fertilisers had stated :

“The performance of co-operative
agencies in fertiliser distribution has
not been up to expectations in many
areas."’

Therefore, keeping the interest of the
farmer in the forefront, seeing that Govern-
ment have failed in their distribution ar-
rangement, seeing that the co-operatives
have not been really true to the farmer,
may I know from Government whether they
will stimulate healthy competition, whether
they will try to give all the advantages of
competition to the farmer and, therefore,
encourage and allow private agencies also
to take up fertiliser distribution 7 I would
like the hon. Minister to answer this ques-
tion.

While finishing on the subject of ferti-
lisers, T would just like to say that the need
for fertilisers, as you, Sir, and the entire
House would agree, is urgent as well as
necessary. Will the hon. Minister at the
stagé of replying to the debate clearly state
the policy regarding future fertiliser pro-
gramme in [ndia, and regarding raw mate-
rials, whether they will admit, encourage
or consider applications only for naphtha-
based plants or for liquid ammonia-based
plants or whatever it is ? Let them make
out a clear-cut policy announcement that
for the next two or three years this is what
they want and this is what they will enter-
tain ; let pecple be invited then to do that.
Recently, some plants based on liquid
ammonia were accepted by Government.
We understand that another application
from the Tatas has been pending for a long
time. I would not like at this stage to
plead for any plant based on any particular
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thing. But let Government make clear their
policy so that people will not have to grope
in the dark as to what will be accepted and
what will not be accepted ; and let Govern-
ment also make clear what their policy will
be after the seven-year holiday period which
they are grantiong to certain fertiliser com-
plexes right now, and after stating their
policies, let Government get going for ferti-
liser production in the country at the
quickest possible time.

Coming to the petroleum products
again the same sorry picture remains. Our
per capita consumption of petroleum is very
low. In lIndia, our annual per capita con-
sumption is 25 k. 1. as compared to 2,748
k. 1. in the USA and 1373 k. L. in Britain.
Even if we look around towards our neigh-
bours, even in Ceylon, the annual per capita
consumption is 89 k.1. while in Indonesia it
is 73 k. 1. and in Pakistan it is 34 k. 1.

This has just given the picture of where
we are. Rather than, however, take it in
a pessimistic light, I shall take itin an
optimistic light as denoting a very bright
future in the sense that this backwardness
means that we have immense scope lo go
forward at a fast pace and to achieve results
for our country and for our people. But
what has this Ministry done 7

This report which has been circulated
makes very proud mention about the sur-
veys done by the department about drilling
operations carried out by them. But the
wnfortunate facts remain that one-third of
the structures discovered have not been
tested by drilling. Why are they so slow
in it 7 What are the drawbacks ? Where
actually are the stumbling blocks 7 If they
take the House into confidence or if they
take the country into confidence, it may be
that some other friends, either we ourselves
or other people for that matter, would possi-
bly be able to advise them and show them
how to go ehead with this programme.

We dépend very largely on imported
crude. Our outgo on imported crude in
terms of foreign exchange is estimated to
be Rs. 110 crores annually from 1970-T1
onwards, Since this means a huge outgo,
may | request Government to make their
demand projections for pettoleum, their
programmes for exploration, their program-
thes for drilling, the terms that they want
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to give to other companies to come in for
exploration based on the projection for the
next fifteen or twenty years 7 Once they
decide the terms and the programmes, then
they do not have to shift from application
to application, from company to company
and from country to country. Let them
make a package programme, and let any-
body who feels interested come and go
ahead with this exploration.

In this connection, 1 would definitely
like to say that the public sector has let
the country down very badly. In spite of
the endeavours made by Shri K. D.
Malaviya, in spite of his enthusiasm to go
in for collaboration only with the
Communist countries...

SHRI M. R. MASBANI (Rajkot) : Not
in spite of but because of it.

SHRI 8. K. TAPURIAH : Because
of his enthusiasm to try to get capital
participation from foreign countries im
which India will have majerity sharehold-
ing, we find ourselves in this sorry state
of affairs, that as against a target of 6
million tonnes of crude oil in the Third
Plan, only a production of 3.42 million
tonnes was achieved, which was only 56
per cent. This production fell short of
even the revised target of 4.6 million tonnes
which was thade at the time of the mid-.
term appraisal. These figures should be
enough by themselves to show what socia-
lism can be in actual practice. It might
be a good slogan ; it may raise people's
hopes, but it does not mean that good
orators or good leaders necessarily could
be good executives and could be capable
of deliveriog the goods to the people.

The oil industry round the world spent
last year 14 billion dollors in the search
for oil. Itis a huge amount. But our
country did not get even one cent out of it.
The reasons are not far to seek, and they
are their indecisiveness, incompetence and
their failure te clearly spell out the terms
and conditions for which I pleaded a
couple of minutes back.

I would once again make this reguest,
because the financial implicdtions evén for a
countty like India will be great. I comld
just give the examipie of Libya. ‘They
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permitted foreign-owned exploration in
1953 and whereas they receiwed - almost
Rothing in 1961 im terms of soyalty and
taxes on petroleum, in 1966 they received
400 million dollars. So, that will be a
method for us Lo ears mose money for our
country. We can possibly do away at that
stage with more taxes, for which we bave
been asking. But that would mean that
we shall have to get going. Only talks,
only speeches and only theories would not
help the country to go forward.

Coming to the ONGC, coasidesable
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who have funds to spare, who are really
kees, and - invite them to get into. the
couatry and exploce oil. Their indecision
with regard to the Tenneco deal, meationed
in the papers,a couple of days ago, and the
Ministry’s hesitancy about it cuts a sorry
figure. Even at the stage before the deal
is finalised if we do not make up our mind,
how can we proceed ? Why do we not
formulate before hand what we want, what
sort of people shall we deal with and what
sort of deal will we admit and entertain ?

| come now to that mooument of
e, the Indian Oil Corpn. This

Incomp

expenditure on exploration, appr ately
about Rs. 200 crores, excluding the Persian
Gulf project and excluding the interest
rates and pipleline projects has been made.
It would be correct to ask at this stage
whether the money has been effectively
utilised or not. Government say,—of
course it is a feeble argument—that the
economics of the ONGC's exploration
éxpenditure can be worked only after the
newly discovered wells are fully explored. If
you go deep into it, it would meam that
the House or the country would never
know these results at all because by the
time these go into production they would
possibly have discovered a few more new
wells and they would possibly have spent
seme more money on certain nsw explora-
tions and this will be a continuous process,
and the House will always be kept in the
dark, Therefgre, may I ask how much
money has been spent in Iran on off-shose
exploration, how much crude oil will be
available to the ONGC per year and for
how long, whether the Ministry envisages
further expenditure in Iran, and if so, how
much, the foreign exchange clement in the
entire ONGC’s o>xpenditure, and what is
the margin over the cost of production
earned by the ONGC.

Here also there is no policy yet about
exploration . in collaboration with other
counrties. Some preference seems to have
been given to communist countries, but
they have very little experience if we comsi-
der the experience of world-wide companies
and firms engaged .in oil exploration.
Specially now when 20 per cent of tha
petroleum  prodycts in the world coms
through off-shore exploratiens, 1 would
wish the Ministry ochanges its mania for
the cemmupist countries oaly and goss a
little beyond (o peaple who have experienas,

monopolastic state organisation, if allowed
to continue, will be bad for the country,
bad for the consumer and nothing much
will be achieved. This Coporation thrives
on loans. It declares dividends and takes
more loans. No private company will be
allowed to do this. Government will not
encourage it, banks will not give loans,
leaving and forgetting all the canons of
budgeiting, finance amd economics, this
corporation goes on spending more and
more money without getting concrete resulis
on its expeaditure.

Much has also been said about its
policy for granting petrol pumps. Because
of the monopoly it has, it carries on as it
likes  in regard to setting up new pumps,
Since it has the distribution system with
itself, the corruption that generally is
attached to public sector units tends to
come in. May I know from the Minister
whether he has a particular laid-out policy
about granting these pumps, whether they
will be given to peopls with experience,
whether they will be given to co-operatives
or as a rehabilitation measure to displaced
persons T Qive it to anybody you want.
But let there be a policy. Let us know
what is that policy, which are the type of
people who will only be given these pumps
— and not go by the whims and fancies or
mercy of any officer because of the special
status he enjoeys.

A pertineat questian in this connection
is : is all this expansion by one monopolis-
tic oil company, financed by government
contribution, incapable of generating inter-
nal resources, an absolute necessity 7 In
this eonnection I will guote the Estimares
Committee which says :

“The Commitios ace unhappy to note
that the refining copt per toone of
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public sector refineries do not compare
favourably with the corresponding costs
of the private sector refineries”.

Government had said that with the emer-
gence of 10C and its distributive channels,
Government would be able to control the
prices and would try to break the alleged
cartel of foreign oil companies existing in
the country. I do not know what other
arguments were advanced, but a responsible
Committee of this House, again the Esti-
mates Committee, has this to say on this :

“The Committee regret to note that
the emergence of Indian Oil Corpora-
tion and the public sector refineries
has not been able to make any impact
on the price of petroleum products in
the country as import parity has been
the basis of pricing”.

If these are the results, why do we
continue with it 7 Do we just follow only
dogmas and reactionary ideas and let the
country down the drain or do we admit
our mistakes and failures and change
course and at least continue on the right
path to progress 7

SHRI S. KANDAPPAN (Mettur) :
That is not the conclusion the Committee
has coms to.

SHRI S. K. TAPURIAH : Since this
House has accepted the principle of mixed
economy—of course many of us do not—
since it is one of the policies of Governs
ment and since there are privale companies
also in the field who have been doing a
good job of it, will the Government let
them also thrive and allow them to expand,
wherever they have capacity, because they
will also give you good results 7 1 had
quoted the Estimates Committee in support
of my argument. Let me quote the Com-
mittee again :

“The Committee note the phenomenal
increase in the gquantity of petroleum
products produced in the private sector.
From a small begioning of 0.25 million
tonnes at the start of the First Plan,
the petroleum products increased to
39 million tonnes...an increase of
200 per cent™...

“This has not only helped in meeting
the POL . requircmeats of the country
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indigenously but has resulted in con-
siderable saving of foreign exchange
which would otherwise have to be
spent in importing refined products
which are costlier than the imported
crude”.

In view of this very very detailed study
made by the Committee and their remarks,
may I know from Government what would
be their policy with regard to expansion
of private companies, with regard to
allowing more and more private oil com-
panies to come into the field 7

The expansion in regard to private
companies also could be cheaper in terms
of foreign exchange and it could also get us
quicker results, and will definitely in all
senses be more beneficial than further
expansion of the Indian Qil Company. Here
also, the Estimates Committee says :

“The Committee are constrained to
observe that while the private sector
refineries appear to have been originally
designed with additional inbuilt capa-
cities which were later on expanded
with very little cost, no such inbuilt
capacities were provided in the public
sector refineries with the result that
their capacities are now being increased
at considerable additional costs”.

A clear answer by the hon. Ministry
in this connection will be wvery much
appreciated.

May I just mention a few words about
the Cochin refinery about which Mr. K. D.
Malaviya used to boast. After his ap-
pointment as Chairman of the Ranchi
plant, the Industries Minister said that he
has had very good experience as a Minister,
and then we heard the Deputy Prime
Minister the other day, while replying to
the budget, he also said that we should
not be in a burry to doubt his capabilities.
But what socialism gave this country was
a drain of Rs. 75 lakhs this year. In the
notes on demands for grants, it is said
that “the revised and the next budget
include a provision of Rs. 56.51 lakhs and
Rs. 75 lakhs respectively for payment of
subsidy to the Cochin Refineries towards
shortfall in process margin”. Therefore,
according to the agreement in respect of the
Cochin refinery, there was a process margin
equivalent of 1.35 dollars per barrel of
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rude oil charged for the first 10 years of
the commercial operation of the refinery.
Because Mr. Malaviya was so enthusiastic
to get the collaboration in which the
Indian Government will have a majority
share, he never cared to bother about the
terms and he did not care what amount will
accrue annually to our country, but only
cared to create his own self-image, he
ultimately made the contract and signed
with India as a major partner in the deal.

MNow, may [ ask, what is process
margin at other refineries. Whereas you
give as margin 1.35 dollars in the Cochin
refineries, 1 am told that in other refineries
in India, there is a margin of less than half
a dollar. Is it true, and if not what are
the actval figures, and if there is a differ-
ence, why is this difference allowed ?
Where was the mistake and will the
Government enquire into it and let the
House know ?

I will finish after saying one or two
things. One of them is about the dealer
commission which the petrol pump owners
and others have been getting. The dealer’s
commission for the last 15 years has
remained static. The prices of petroleum
products have gone up because of the
imposition of various excise duties and
other things. The price of petrol in 1957
was 46 paise and at that time they used
to get a commission of 9.09 per cent, at
that price. In 1967, where the price has
gone up to 83 paise, they get a commission
of only 503 per cent. Similarly, with
regard to diesel, whereas the commission
was 7.65 per cent in 1956, it is only 2.51
per cent in 1967. While other facilities
like rent, lighting charges, etc., given to the
pumps have been withdrawn, their expendi-
ture in terms of wages, salaries, rents ete.,
have gone up. Because of this, there were
strikes in Calcutta last year and the petrol
pump dealers have been sending memoranda
to the Minister here. [ would like to know
his reaction to them and what decisions
he has taken. Does he anticipate that it
is lack of enough saviogs or enough surplus
might lead to wrong practices or malprac-
tices as we hear often about kerosene
being mixed with diesel, etc. 1 want to
koow whether it is as a result of the
dealers not having any remenrative surplus.

Lastly, a few words about the pricing
policy. [t is a very important thing. Qur

CHAITRA %0, 1890 (SAKA)

Per. and Chemicals) 17482
pricing policy is a very curious mixture. I
do not know how the policy was arrived at.
There was the Talukdar Committee, but
the Committees that have been set up by
the Government have never taken amy
people with experience in this trade, with
the result that in Assam which produces
most of the crude oil, you will find that
the people there have to pay the highest
price for the petroleum products in the
country. Is that the price that the people
of Assam have got to pay for what they
are producing in their own State 7 Petrol
in Calcutta costs 90 paise per litre, where-
as in Assam, it is 95 paise. In regard to
furnace oil also, in Bombay, it costs
Rs. 180 per metric tonne. In Calcutta,
it is Rs. 202, but in Gauhati, it is Rs. 252
per tonne. I have not heard of a case
where the consumer price is the highest in
the place of production. Frieght etc., are
added at a later stage, but here, what
happens is, apart from the charges levied
up to the port, they add national freight
charges from Calcutta to Digboy. There-
fore, the people of Assam have o pay
more. '

I would request the Government to
re-examine this price policy, because the
present policy is only npotional. The
imports are no longer there. Will the
Government consider giving some relief
in this regard to the people of Assam and
to the country as a whole ?

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : Mr. Hem
Barua has written to me that he is going
to Bhuj. So, I will call him nmow and |
will call Seth Achal Singh after lunch.

SHRI HEM BARUA (Mangaldai) :
Sir, except being a catalogue of dry details
of the so-called achievements of ‘the
Government, this ministry's report -does
not give any indication of any oil policy,
if Government has any oil policy at all.
Under the cover of so-called oil policy,
itis only scissors and paste-work.—cutt-
ing out something and pasting it. That is
what the Government has been doing. If
the Government has any oil policy, it is
like our foreign policy, which trims its
sails on whatever side the wind is favoura.
ble. )

- Por instapce, our former Oil Minister,
Mr. K. D. Malviya, checked out a so-
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[Shri Hem Barua)

called oil policy for the country. Hwen
now he claims that he is the greatest
socialist India has. But that oil policy
has not served our country properly. 1
woudd ask the mow minister, Mr. Asoka
Mehta, to formolate an o policy accord-
ing to the demands of ecoromy, &0 as 10
build up a sociadist India. Wiwere Mr.
Malaviya failed { suppose Mr. Asoka
Mohta would succeed. When 1 -cxamine
Mr. Malaviya's oil policy, I fiad it mose
capitalist in spirit and cootent than secia-
list even in its minor fringes.

It is true that for progress in oil, in
the initial stages there should be foreign
collaboration, no doubt. But for Foreign
collaboration also, there should be a
policy. What the Goveroment is doing
today is offering different terms and condi-
tions to different collaborators coming
from different countries, possibly dueto
polmcal considerations. Because of this
absence of an oil policy and ‘hroad-bnsed
norms and terms ol foreign collaboration,
there is a lot nf misundsrstanding. We
are having misund chi already with
the British ladian Dcwlopmm Limited
and with Kuwait Chemical and Fertilisors
Company.

We do not have any broad-based oil
policy, even in the matter of fareign calla-
boration. 1 know oil is politically infla-
mable, but it does not mean we shoule
sacrifice our national interests to different
foreign collaboratars accarding to palitical
whims. I know that oil moves not omly
the wheels of war but also the wheels of
civilisation. Oi}, particulagly fertilisgs, is
the kingpin of pur agriculture. If we
maximise fertiliser production, we cam
maximise our agricultugal preduction
also. Because of her rich oil rcsources,
properly harnessed, Kuwait has already
moved from camels to cadillacs. The
same thing is possible about India
also. We also have rich ail resources
in different parts of the country and
il we hyrpess our oil resources pro-
perly, we can change the eatite face of our
tottering econgmy. Mr. Asoka Mehts,
who is un economist, knows it. When hg
became Mimister for Petroleum and Chemi-
wals, high hopes were raisod in the country.
But unforiunately, he s stuck in the same
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ald ruts that Mr Malaviva cut ourt for the
ountry, in the name of an eil policy which
does not exist. If we want to sejuvinate
aur scemomy, we have to rejuvinate our
agriculture.

Rejuvenation of agriculiure can be
possible only if we are serious about pro-
duction of fertilisers in this country. What
is happening here is, because of tack of
sustaimed effort on the part of the Govern-
ment there is a fertitiser crisis in this
country and 1 am afraid this crisis would
escalate at deast by 1975. There are ehoven
umits operating in this country and the
total imstalied capacity of these eleven
umits is 526080 tomnes of mitrogen per
year. Bt could we achieve this target 7
We comid not achieve this target. What
we produced was anly 247,000 tomnes
during the year 1965-66. Why is there this
shortfall ?  Have we cared to know about
this shortfall ? We have not.

In the matter of production of chemi-
cals zlso there is a shortfall. To meet the
extra demand eof fertilisers during the
Third Plan period we had to import aad
we spent about Rs. 160 crores on impert
of fertilisers because our Government have
not paid as much attention to production
of fertilisers i this country as they should
have.

The petro-chemical industry has also
been ignored in this country. Petro-
chemical industry is one of the basic
industries of our country. The Committee
of Experts has suggested petro-chemical
industries to be set up in the refinery sites
of Baroda, Barauni and Haldia. The
Minister told us that they are setting up a
petro-chemical complex at Baroda and they
cannot set up any petro-chemical com-
plexes at Barauni or at Haldia. Why?
They say they do not have money to do
s50. At the same time, what about the
oil refinery at Haldia ? There is very slow
progress.  If the oil refinery at Haldia has
progressed anywhere it has progressed only
on the files, only on paper and nowhere
else. As I said, the Committee of Experts
has recommended these three sites for the
establishment of petro-chemical industries.
They have completely by passed Gauhati
and Cochin. At the same iime, that day
the hom. Minister said tbat during the
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Fourth Plan period the question of estab-
lishing a petro-chemical complex nt Gauhati
and Cochin would be taken inte comsidem-
tion. In this context may I know from
the Minister whether ke is going to bypass
the recommendation of the Commitiee of
Experts that has recommended the estab-
lishment of petro-chomical complenes at
Haldia and Barauni, where they have
failed 1o establish petro-chemical com-
plexes, and establish petro-chemical com-
ploxes at Gauhati and Cochin ? 1 think
this statement of the Minister on the floor
of the House was merely an eye-wash.

There is the oil refimery at Gauhati.
When this was established, there was
oppositien coming frem experts. Do not
forget that yeur ewn experts opposed the
establishment of an oil refinery at Gauhati.
Even now there are people in the lobby
who say that the oil refinery at Gauhati
was established duoe to political pressure.
Do not forget that by its very existence
the Gauhati refinery has proved how wrong
your experts were. Gauhati refinery has
proved techmically and economically a
refipery in Assam is possible.

There is a demaad now because of new
discoveries of oil respurces ip the fields of
Lakua that there should be a second refi-
pery in Assam. That has been bypassed.
Even the demand that the instalied capa-
city of the oil refinery at Gayheti should
be raised from 0.75 million topmes to 1.1
million or 1.2 million tonnes—that is the
original claim of Assam—is also being

bypassed.
13.00 trs.

If this is not antipathy against Assam,
what is ?

Shri Asoka Mehta is smiling. Shri
Asoka Mebta is very popular in Assam
and when he became the Minisicr, peaple
there thought that they were going to get
everything, He is vary papular apd very
well ksown there and if he fights an elec-
tian from Assam......(fwserruption)

SHRI S. KANDAPRPAN : He is well
kmowa throughowt the sawatry.

SHRI HEM BARUA : Yes, bat in
Assam he is immensely popular. Yet, he
bas bypassed the claimh of Assam.

CHATTRA 30, 1880 (SAKA)
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About the petro-chemical 'co-mpl;;z,
establish a petre-chemical complex at

the Gauhati Refinery site and just as the
Gaubati Refinory has proved its existence,
sa this petro-chemical industry weuld prove
its existeace. Do mot listen to your
advisers.

I hope, the Minister will spell out the
measures that he proposes to take to pro-
mote and stabilise fertiliser production in
this country. He is in the hahit of drop-
ping this proposal and that proposal sg
far as feriiliser production in this
country is concerned. But that is not
the right solution of the problem.
There would be an  unprecedemted
fertiliser crisis in the country by 1975. The
Sivaram Committee, for instance, suggested
the constitution of a Fertiliser Premetion
Corpacation. What has happened to that ?
That was a very good suggestion. You
bave not accepted that suggestion. Youw
bave simply coldstoraged it. But may
1 tell you that fertiliser tike water uﬂn
kingpin of our agriculture ?

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER ; The hop.
Member's tims is up.
SHRI HEM BARUA : Another five

minutes and | will Hnish and them go
away. '
MEMBER :

AN HON. To Asaam ?

SHRI HEM BARUA : Not to Aasnm.
to Kutch.

As | have said, by 1975 there will be a.
fertiliser crisis and then you will uy to.
avoid the crisis by importing fertilisers.
The import of fertilisers would also escalate
and, 1 am afraid, it will escalate between 2
miltion and 4 million tonoes by then. But
judging from the angle of our forelgn
exchange difficulties, do you not think
that it is a stupendous dimension to
export and all that ?

At the same time, fertiliser prices in
the world market have gone down steaply.
itis a a fact that they bave gone down
steeply but that has not affected our pricos:
because we have ta import fertiliser from
foreign countries and have to pay estra
freight charge of at lesat §9 per metric
tonne because of the closure of the Suex
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Canal. We must not forget that. We are evolved the expression “sons of the soil”

not benefiting because of that.

Now, the Tatas and Dharamse Morarji
have come in a big way so far as fertiliser
production in the country is concerned.
That shows that the slogans of Shri Asoka
Mehta for socialism are lost in the back
eddies of monopoly interests now.

THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM
AND CHEMICALS AND SOCIAL WEL-
FARE (SHRI ASOKA MEHTA): How
do you want fertiliser to be produced ?
Only in the public sector ?

SHRI HEM BARUA :
could be possible.

Yes, if it

Assam has a virgin soil for oil re-
sources. You have peglected Assam as
you have neglected Gujarat also in the
matter of royalty for crude oil. Why have
you neglected Assam and Gujrat in that
way, | do not know. You can say that
being a Gujarati you are trying to be very
fair in your judgement.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : He is more
a Maharashtrian.

SHRI HEM BARUA :
this.

There is refinery at Gavhati and there
are ONGC installation in Upper Assam
also. When these institutions came into
existence, high hopes were raised in the
minds of the people of Assam that these
institutions would not only accelerate the
progress of industrialisation in the State
but would also absorb local youth in these
establishments. But has it happened 7 It
has not happened.

Let me take, for instance, the Gaubati
Refinery. There are 40 departmental
heads in the refinery. Out of these 40
departmental heads only 8 are sons of the
soil and the rest 32 are all outsiders. Why
should it happen like this ?

1 did not know

SHRI C. K. BHATTACHARYYA
(Raiganj) : What is the meaning of “sons

of the soil” 7 Please explain that.

SHRI HEM BARUA : It was Bengal
that had evolved this expression and we
have Jearnt it from them. A Bengal minister

meaning thereby Bengalees only.

SHRI C. K. BHATTACHARYYA :
Please explain what you mean here.

SHRI HEM BARUA :
same thing as you understand.

In this case, generally the argument
offered is that skilled labour is not available
in Assam, but what about the unskilled
labour ? Surely, cleaners, messenger boys,
club boys and ward boys come within the
category of unskilled labour. But in the
Gauhati Refinery there are 203 unskilled
labour and out of these 203 you have only
101 from the State. There the sons of the
soil are only 101, not even 50 per cent. I
do mot understand why you have brought
ward boys, messenger boys and club boys
from other parts of India.

I mean the

AN HON.
integration.

MEMBER National

SHRI HEM BARUA : Yes, national
integration. But do not forget that your
Minister, a senior Minister and a senior
member of the Congress also, Shri Jagjivan
Ram, he talked only recently that he feels
irritated because of this. The irritation is
there. Regionalism is not worse than
communalism. Regionalism is a positive
slogan whereas communalism is an anti-
national negative slogan,

Now, what about the condition of the
ONGC workers, in Assam particularly 7 .
The condition of the ONGC installations
in the matter of employment of local youth
is still worse and the overall picture of the
ONGC installations is a fishy one. May I
quote bere the judgment recently given by
a judicial magistrate of Dehra Dun on the
working of the ONGC in a particular case?
The Magistrate says :

“I am constrained to remark that it
is a sad reflection on the working of
the ONGC, where democratic traditions
seem to have been completely ignored
and this accused has been the victim
of this protracted trial simply because
he tried to remain honest and could not
see eye to eye with the high-ups.”

This is how the ONGC works.
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It is a matter of shame that this
Government do not have any employment
policy, so far as these oil installations are
concerned. These oil installations in Assam
have become little empires where exploita-
tion in the interest of a particular man's
region is rampant. This is the greatest
bane of India today. Whatever resistance
is there today in Assam against this crude
policy of the Government is feeble. If it
develops into a mighty dimension, I would
say that it shall be the Government that
would be responsible and not anybody else
for dividing the country like that and Shri
Asoka Mchta has played a role in that.

13.07 brs

The Lok Sabha adjourned for Lunch till
fifteen minures past Fourteen of the Clock.

The Lok Sabha reassembled afier Lunch
at fifieen minutes past Fourteen of the
Clock.

[Mr. Deputy-Speaker in the Chair]
DEMANDS FOR GRANTS, 1968-69—conrd-
Ministry of Petroleum and Chemicals—contd.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER ‘Hon.
Members, may now move the cut motions
to Demands for Grants relating to the
Ministry of Petroleum and Chemicals, sub-
ject to their being otherwise admissible.

off oo ey gy (Fae) @ &
serg w3 § -

fr “¥faaw AR W s
offes & geaia wiT § 100 598 7 FT
fer sna

[rwr g TwRrw ® ¥fwaw
IO Foua w1 A=y (9))]

fr “¥fraw SR wWEw s
ffes ¥ weia AT & 100 997 §9 FT
e g .

(aeerdr @7 & wrRem! @ §AR
o A e SR & e 5
5T 9 s (10)]
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fe ‘Afema Wik T s
wffes & weana air § 100 9% ¥ #T
far amd

[fagh &1 &= orar #Y wafus gor
T T Fr (11)]

fr « Wifeww Wk wEe geen”
offq® & sewra AT ¥ 100 ¥97 $9 ¢
far o

[wrex sr2wr feqa s @@l & I9-
M T FIAY F W I AT I
wTeamT earfd w0 & faer (12)]

SHRI RAMAVATAR SHASTRI (Patna)
1 beg to move

That the demand under the head Mini-
stry of Petroleum and Chemicals be reduced
by Rs. 100-

[Failure to obviate the necessity of
foreign dependence in chemical fertilizers
(16)]

That the demand under the head Mini-
stry of Petroleum and Chemicals be reduced
by Rs. 100.

[Failure to set up more fertilizer faci-
ories in public sector. (17)]

That the demand under the head Mini-
stry of Petroleum and Chemicals be reduced
by Rs. 100.

[Failure to increase the production of
fertilizers (18)]

That the demand under the head
Ministry of Petroleum and Chemicals be
reduced by Rs. 100.

[Failure to make the country self-suffi-
cicot in fertilizers (19)]

st T fog g & e
4 §-

fF “Eifaw s wWaT  wee
& W ToeT qg” ofew ¥ Heaia whr
# 100 w97 9 F< fa¥ arg |

[Foerdt & & ot ¥ _F qrer
aTT AT Y AT (20))

- SHRI SRINIBAS MISHRA (Cuttagk) :
1 beg to move, o
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[8hri Srinibas Mishta]

That the demand under the hoad “Other
Revenue Expenditure of the Ministry of
Petroleum and Chemicals be reduced to
Re. 1.

[Failure to distribute products through
Co-operative Societies (30)]

SHRI RAMAVATAR SHASTRI: |
beg to move.

That the demand under the head “Mini-
stry of Petroleum and Chemicals” be reduced
by Rs. 100,

{Failure to reduce the salary of the
officers. (31)]

That the demand under the head
Ministry of Petroleum and Chemicals be
reduced by Rs. 100. -

[Failure to end bureaucratic pressure
on the administration (32)]

That the demand under the head
Ministry of Petroleum and Chemicals be
reduced by Rs. 100.

[Failure to increase the facilities of the
class 1V employees (33)]

That the demand under the Ministry of
Petroleum and Chemicals be reduced by
Rs, 100.

[Failure to check the increase in the
number of officers (34)]

That the demand under the head “Other
Revenue Expenditure of the Ministry of
Petroleum and Chemicals” be reduced to
Re. 1.

[Failure to nationalise
companies (35)]

That the Demand under the Head
*“Qther Revenue Expenditure of the Ministry
of Petroleum ‘and Chemicals” be reduced
to Re. 1.

[Failure to plough back the profit sarned
by foreign oil companies to thé develop-
ment works in the country (36)]

That the Demand wunder the Head
“Other Revenue Expenditure of the Minis-
try of Pétroleum and Chemi¢als™ be reduced
to Re. 1.

[Failure to make the country self-
sufi¢lent in regard to petrol (37)]

That the Demand under the Head
**Qther Revenue Expenditure of the Minis-
tzy of Petrplepm and Chemicahr” be reduced
to Re. 1,

foreign oil
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[Failore (0 make the coomtry self-
sufficient in regard to fertilizers. (38)]

That the Demand under the Head
“Other Reveune Expenditure of the Mipis-
try of Peiroleum and Chemicals” be
reduced Rs. 100.

{Fallore to make the country self-
sufficient in regard to medicines. (39)]

That the Demand under the Head other
Revenoe Expenditure of the Ministry of
Petroleum and Chemicals be reduced by
Rs. 160,

[Need for expeditious development of
pharmaceutical industry (40)]

That the Demand under the Head
“Otheér Revenue Expeaditure of the Minis-
try of Petroleum and Chemitcls” be reduced
by Rs. 100.

[Need to check the monopoly cap'tal
in the pharmaceutical industry (41)]

That the Demand under the Head
“Other Revenue Expenditure of the Minis-
try of Petroleum and Chemicals’ be
reduced by Rs. 100.

[Need to impose a limit on the profits
earned by foreign oil companies (42)] '

That thé Demhand under the Head other
Revenue Eapenditure of the Ministry of
Petroleum and Chemicals be reduced by
Rs. 100.

[Need to reduce in increase in the price
of oil (43)]

That the Demand under the Head other
Revenue Expenditure of the Ministry of
Petroleum and Chemicals be reduced by
Rs. 100.

[Failure to ensure adequate supply of
oil. (44))

That the Demand under the Head other
Revenue Expenditure of the Ministry of
Petroleam and Chemicals be reduced by
Rs. 100.

[Failure to check the disappedrance of
stocks of oil from the market from time to
time (45)]

That the Demand under the Head other
Revenue Expenditure of the Ministry of
Petroleum and Chemicals be reduced by
Rs. 100.

[Failure to check the umder profits in
the salg of oil (46))
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That the Demand under the Head other
Revenue Expenditure of the Ministry of
Petroleum and Chemicals be reduced by
Rs. 100.

[Failure to control the price of medici-
nes (47)]

That the Demand under the Head other
Revenue Expenditure of the Ministry of
Petroleum and Chemicals be reduced by
Rs. 100. :

[Failure to set up pharmaceutical facto-
ries in the country (48))

That the Demand under the Head other
Revenue Expenditure of the Ministry of
Petroleum and Chemicals be reduced by
Rs. 100,

[Need to develop the approved phar-
maceutical industries (49)]

That the Demand under the Head other
Revenue Expenditure of the Ministry of
Petroleum and Chemicals be reduced by
Rs. 100.

[Failure to check the investment of
foreign capital in the pharmaceutical
industry (50)]

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER ! The cut
motions are alow now before the House,

st wwwr fog (wTTEn) o SUTEOm
wEYET, AT AW AR qifemw qur
AT HATAT & TN AT BT AT AW
W E I GG ST R weEwT
FAR oY W ary WrE § @ g
o oF T fawwe A 3 I A gdar
Tg A @ FTHF § AR w4y
e § fF ez 3 W€ TR A
&Y, #r¢ ww A fvar A G R g
& &1 F guEt ar xfe fawmr w@ §)
WmFAI@IR@IA§ & g
#ar deEl qul § AW 47 | gWIR R@Er
WTTZ U Faw 20 a9 gC § | ¥@ A
W & dw A ey, AdErd o faest
& qurw F1AT A gy 3w s
#Y | gAY gov WHAE, §E, AT
S, wiE SR = omifg 50-100 R
260 a1 & vt sfy FX R E T A
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FEEAT FAR @ ATad WA FA
gy § 9t fr afkal @ gemw @1 sk
o AT ¥ 15 W ¥ fay we
T gE A &1 wifax s wr
5 JY 78 3 fr 33 g gl @
X sl WX arfaEt @ 6
o ft w17 g ET ST A T WA
FT I

zar ¥ ¥ A wew & ¥faEm
T ot & far @1 I frgy
15 af & gy 2@ 5 Yeifaaw & 3
H1E 77 1% 37 ¥ &9 Fawrea S
Strisk Iy g s ot go
T ¥ F7 A wEewAT |

qg ¢ @R T 4R g siw-
Ty awt o g g & wmi @
e e o @T 8 W itw qarx
St d9R T® fomrd § an
@

frg 8-10 a5 ¥ gar ot acwwy A
t 33 oF wTENdEAE ARt 21 gara
fege age frawr g gew a1 a3
wEmd P o AT @ gw W
frger 16 ad & sfrgre w1 3= § Y gw
#) qg7 Halg T sg=Ar g & oww
B UF WIS AW F AMNGE § Ak S99
ot ¢F 91F gAw ¥ aeET A Az ag
gageE g1 " 0w 7 foererdy
gt 4gi § W Ag A wT www fawean
2 99 %1 3% are fear sraT & 1 9w oAy
9T ATIAT G FATAT ATAT & FE IY
A Y a7 &=t qEET § oAk
o Hraa 2w ¥ fardm SR
qrEgeTET ¥ A F wrw oft qww v 2
s gt ff Fwazar ¥ 1 qrEeETEA A
¥ A # gE ¥ T @9 gar § A
qry Hag Aw wo AT

ZH agT @t & A f5 fafes
wTew & wgr & fir s &, Al a9 F g
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m@mgﬁwaﬁ g A smft
Rt e B weﬁ'ﬂtﬂ@am
gare 3w fredy R AT ¥ wrwy § v
fors 2 o |

7zt oz Frer & aoa a7 ) Afew it &
o a1 = a6t § sl & #iak
¥ oY aga aoE A1 FQT @@ ot
T GfEzar ofied YT aw i g
o AT ot aby e T ¥ a9 @
21507 8w v wiRATa EW
S wT A E 1 wrwr 6w oY gl W
grar ¥ @ & fa¥ wlewer g
WiaEq® ¢ W 99 Y gL agt F g0
ag Y 39 €Y W B W FA 7 G
wifar wT <dY &, g8 g7 w1 faww 20

wHOET R UL &9 4@ & for
T T e 5 gw o & ewew §
wrA-fit g1 a7 3F T ¥ aaife
fres o@g a6l ¥ g0 W&l w9ay &7
FUET 29 oA 9§ & WA gh § W
TR T | wwedT o) g s #
wga wgraar A ¥ fegk 1 giewi ¥
W 4gf ¥ T AT A W7AT @Y gAR
wiEt AT W ¥ 4w o gy
qar @1 5 s dmw ¥ ogfew wnr
fafet ! @@ =i = e R
§C f 2530 W gl wx oMy A
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afr w1 € aa ¢ e foew @ adt
& ¥ ¥ gard avETC A OF ot aredy o
#0 EY fear wdftfe garer B wrare &
T 9T |

gk fodr wiewmoae & a9l s
a%aT § FifE AR agi oY & A g
WEEATFAINN &1 &7 77 %
Wt sy ar § T w1 oAagww e
Frart & Feur 2wt an o) agr oodle
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ing for promoting the use of fertilizrrs,
the country would have been saved
from the successive shortfalls in agri-
cultural production, particularly food-
grains.”
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TR A ¥ Wy A & g | grife
T, wirafer &7 FreEET a0 H qaw a9 v
wTETT 8, €5 W AT OEy Wy a9
s A8 &, fored ww gw dfaeT
T wT MY amg v @ § owwad
== @ § AfFT @ w1t ages
agf & fF ag f g9 fear o awar €

gaTa T gfvear Weat ar ae F
qm ot 1 ofsfad & aew § Fawra
T & HivRE 1 afefed ¥ fg
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[ofr mfer sy wromdaft]
¥g 77 e | o gfeww Wedt ¥ it
Mzt £ AeweE FAX F wrevNeE
TEY 1T | AT €@ A A dECa § R
oY WY gAIX EETT ®TOE § & 8§ A
&Y gait §'=9%H £, oY afers dwT ¥
stewew £, 99 #Y 9AT IF 9PIE, I
®T SWI 1 |

IS oget T WA wERd,  grawr
awr T § i WO S TETEET AT
qF NE @ F AT F Y oy
fed &, T %1 @R JvaT AF T F7T
AR W9 FT @ § W agi-agi vew
R 0 AW @A w
dugs e e &Y 0 1 W gE} Al
¥ o afvww 13 @R W H e &
R, A AT o g g5Er g,
ww 5 @ 30 # o afoww gg@ S
W WA, I ®veE, A araar f
tamer ¥ g Tifgd, 3 fF W
W @t W Iwd § o™
farma g1

it O 7 g eRaEm @
Faaiqegi @ | @ AN AW
WH W €@ W4 §, g9 @i
¥ &z w1 RAME 1 @ e, s sie-
TSR &GN W gW & T gur
¢, v fog efemgeT S@ 9w 6 W
wgiT dFET ® A @ | Wl g
¥ gwd tew fau Adf? ERY Eww
qgd aY ST w1 sTEAe dwel o faeEw
W & 1 reae dvee o Y i 3T E
g7 & @A faarg gATHr FAA & S
Yo mEmT R A TN W@
w1 gvaw @y e @ & w fag
feEa ® s W@ GG, TIAT A
®EEgT AT | Mg g0 g A e
W gy & W ¥ EEY R A T
NEw T N WP gt T,
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¥ AW # fet w1 gwr A e g, A
¥ g W § o fe S oaar
gt gran 1 59 fag 9 ag 2w & e
HOW T T £, W ¥ a9 # w7
wrfgr fF & o) sz & wEm §
¥ ofime G Hawr ww | s@ W
gFaT § 5 gk o @A dar A —
§ wreg, 500 ¥0F v g W W
TYF T, AT et w7 A gt
FoErOT ERT & 1 @ AW 200 QW
¥ EATE A d§
aw fe e & 1§ ofedt T o9
e wieamey % fag qar 7@ ...,

ot Toaita fog : @ &Y

& wiv g wrodedt : ST TP
aTFe § | SR ¥ AW g o
@ WIS &Y 1 o) wraeaE W §
qg¥ I Wt qATHY, afx R sgAear W
A At X9 W F G Y swEear § gwA
(&

o1 & & g ) wen wngar § R ag
SY gEat TEET AN TR F §, o
9 OF ATC TEHIT F7X § A% GF 3
& ST ® R A orer w=r gAOT AT
qgar ¥ | (UFEA WA 1 g gl &
faq s ofees de ¥ wsdq w1,
afe 9@ 7 7 faar w0 g geEa
& @ AT €Y gwar g1 fF gEd g
T §@EIA FTETE & W 9E F A
% w8 w QU fear a1 asar W, #fe
qar AE &9 3 Y geEEw gt €
A § P Sr A A § 9T Y we-
FRFQE AE A W, I TEE A
¥ § ¥ oedt-oredt |r Sy § 1 Ag o
o 1 grdl & WREw 3 A am
g, oy FER N qF IEA w4 B
fraar &) weer @1, fe ofers dwec i
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THET ATTHE WM &, IAFT WG SATHE
é’ | N

1500 hrs.

oft §xt wrm g § oF ara wA
wgrew & w1 amEar g 27, 28,20
frgeaw, 1087 &Y awi o7 ¥ g AT
Hzx foedt w1 7= ¥ & feemn, T2
Iy fFarat & oft wgE @ uE WA
771 Ew ¥, A dRTA g wEE
FOF | T Wi WA A1 IAEr At
% g v e 2, A a3 fw
SATHAT |

SHRI G. VISWANATHAN (Waadi-
wash) : Though various Congress Mem-
bers have waxed eloguent on the working
of this Ministry, | want to call this a young
Ministry because it was created only in 1963.
Only the Ministry is young but not the
Ministers.

I wanted 1o find oil in the speeches of
two Congress Members who had spoken
but to my dismay I found only gas but no
substance. The ONGC, the so-called Oil
and Natural Gas Commission needs a
vhange in structure as well as in status.
Fortunately, a team of Sovietl experts hus
suggested that this autonomous corpora-
tion should be converied into a commercial
undertaking 1o be known as the Indian
Petroleum Co. | think this is a good sug-
gestion.  We are also told that this Minis-
try 15 examining this proposal. Il this
proposal is accepted and the ONGC is
converted into a commercial undertaking.
I think there will be less governmental
intervention and it will lead 1o more effi-
ciency because there would not be much
delay in taking decisions.

Regarding drilling operations, the report
says thal structural drilling was carried out
only in one area in Gujarat and two ameas
in Madras. This is verv meagre. We
know very well that there is a possibility
of getting abundant deposit of petroleum
in the Cauvsry basin and in the eastern
coast.

Agauin, receatly, u Ceylonese uwmpe_r
has published a news that petroleum is
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available in the much-talked about Kach-
chathivu. Not only the Prime Minister
but also the Minister of Petroleum and
Chemicals must take interest in retaining
and possessing this Jand. Government
should not only take a quick decision on
the possession of the island but also explo-
re the possibilities of getting petroleum in
this tmiy island. They must also speed up

the work of exploring the possibilities
throughout the Cauvery basin and the
eastern beli.

I understand that the working ef the
ONGC is better after the entry of the new
chairman. The report completely keeps
silent on the off-shore drilling. for obvious
reasons, and 1 can understand the reasons.
Mews items have appeured in scme news-
papers that it seems that the hon. Minister
Shri Asoka Mchta is in favour of collabo-
ration with TENNACO. un American
company for off-shore drilling. and he was

about te finalise the agreement, bpt the
Prime Minpister did rot agree. 1 want to
know whether it is true that the Prime

Mipister without the kaowledge of Shri
Aspka Mehta committed to Mr. Kosygin
that she will take the help of only the
USSR and not of any other party, and that
this was a reason for creating a deadlock
in the Cabinet. It seems that the opinion
in the Cabinet is divided, and that a Cabi-
net sub-commitlee has been set up. [ do
not know how many sub-committees are
working in the Cabinet, and if this goes on.
a time will come when a Parlilamentary
Committee will have to be set up to see
whether these Cabinet sub-Commitiees are
working propsrly or not.  Anyway. ideo-
logy or personal prestige should not stand
in the way of takisg a decision.

Why shouid the couniry pay heavily far
their policy of indicision, for their ineff-
cicacy 7 A quick decision must be iaken
oa this off-shore drilling; otherwise, the
peopie will take a4 quick decision, of thro-
wing them from the Treasury Benches to
which they have been sticking for the last
20 years.

An imporiant subject with which whe
Ministry deals is fertilisers. Gauging its
importaace, they have cereated u Fertiliser
Corporatioa. Unfortyaately, FACT in
Kerala is left out of it. It is not inside the
Corporation. | hope the Minister will ex-
plain that.
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Adeq fertiliser should be provided
to increase the yield per acre in the country
The consumption of fertiliser per acre of
cultivable land in India is one of the low-
est in the world. We are told we will be
requiring about 125 million tonnes of food-
grains in 1970 or 1971. What we produce
now is only 90 million tonnes. What are

we going to do to fill up the gap ? To avoid

inporting more and more foreign grain,
fertilisers should be produced quickly indi-
genously.What has the Ministry or Govern-
sment done so far in this direction ? They
fay they are producing so many tonnes of
ertiliser. Let me quote the figures of
production of nitrogenous fertiliser. It
was 84 per cent of the target fixed in the
First Plan. It went down to 34 per ¢snt
during the Second Plan. Curiously enough,
during the Third Plan, it further dropped
to 29 per cent. Fortunately ‘or umfortuna-
tely, we are not having the Fourth Plan:
otherwise, it would have come down to 10
or 15 per cent. It-is like the strength of the
Congress Party which dimimishes from year
to year.

Again the Estimates Committee in
49th report say :

“The Committee are convinced that
if fertilisers are made available in time
at economic  price, the Indian farmer
would not be lagging behind his coun-
terpart in other countries in making
full use of it to step-up production and
bring the proclaimed goal of self suffi-
ciency within reach.”

Do Government provide fertiliser in
time and at economic price? No. For
example, ammoaium sulphate which is ‘being
sold for Rs. 729 per metric tomne in
Pakistan at ®s. 1257 in Japan and at Rs.
800 in Britain is sold by the Government
of India, which is said to be giving a help
to the Indian farmer, at the cheap rate of
Rs. 2,343 !

1 do not know how this Government
continues in spite of these mistakes. Bven
inside the county, the price vaies from plant
to plant. For example, a tonne of urea
costs in the Gorakhpur plant Rs. 469.96 ;
urea costs in Durgapur

its

the same

Rs. 343 ; in Cochin it costs Rs. 420
and at Namrup it costs Rs. 527.98.
Why this disparity ? This should
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be narrowed and the cost of fertiliser
should be reduced to the lowest level by
achieving optimum conditions in the utili-
sation of plant capacities.

We are told very bravely and proudly
that the central fertiliser pool has earned
a profit of Rs, 42 crores. A public cor-
poration should work on a no-profit-no
loss basis. But curiously enough, it is
earaing a profit and the benefit is not going
to the farmer. At the same time, the Cen-
tral Government have withdrawn the sub-
sidy which was being given to fertiliser
with the result that fertiliser prices have
gone up. If Government do not want to
go to the help of.the farmer, at least let
them keep quiet. But let them not hit the
farmer below the belt,

Do not increase the prices of fertilisers
to the farmers throughout the country.
Many State Governments have protested
against this and the Minister is not taking
note of this.

There are so many wastages in the fer-
tiliser Corporation. I want to quote only
one instance. On the request by the Govern-
ment of India, the Fertiliser Corporation
of India, Ltd. selected a place in Madhya
Pradesh to set up a fertiliser plant. Some-
time later, the Government of [ndia asked
the Fertiliser Corporation to defer and not
to execute the plan and also requested not
to incur any further expenditure on that
project. But finally the project was dropp-
ed. At what cost ? The total loss is Rs.
102.44 lakhs, out of which Rs. 7080 lakhs
were incurred after the request by the
Government of Inflia not to incur any ex-
penditure | This is happening in the Cor-
poration. This must be avoided so that
the prices of fertilisers may come down.

Again, we are told that the Madras.
Refinery is expected to be completed by
early 1969 and the Madras Fertilisers is
scheduled to be copleted and commissioned
by January, 1970. I have my own doubts
about the completion in time : not that I
am a pessimist but it is due to the bad re-
cord of this Ministry in the past, namely,
there was so much delay in wany of the
refineries in commissioning. In Gauhati,
in different units, there was a delay of
two to six months which cost us extra ex-
penditure of Rs. 10.63 lakhs. Again, in



1817 b.6. (Min. of

Barauni, there was a delay of one year to
two years and 10 moanths in different units.
In Gujarat, there was a delay of 10 months
to one year and four months for which we
had te pay an extra expenditure of Rs. 322
lakhs  So, 1 request the Minister to speed
up the work of the Madras Refinery and
the Madras Ferlilisers and complete the
work in time.

There are again so many wastages, and
1 do not want to quote the Audit Report.
The Minister must look into them and then
only he can bring down the price of ferti-
lisers for which the demand is going on in-
creasing in this country. Also, | want the
Minister not to proceed with these figures
which are available at present, that so
much quantity will be available by 1970-71
and so on. "According to them, by 1972-73
we will become sell-sufficient in fertilisers.
But if the farmers once begin to use the fer-
tilisers, they will go on increasing the use of
fertilisers, and the demand will not be easi-
ly calculated. So, the Government must
take note of this and cnough fertilisers
should be provided to the farmers. Other
wise, we will have to go to foreign count-
ries with our begging bow! for grains which
the Goveroment should avoid.

it greiem  wTse (aTOHdT) - aer
qf wgRy; G2\feaw qur wWET wATEY
& T Rl S AT o9v 9=t
" & o # gve fade wE
|9 1967-68 &t wrww #Y foare
Ty aT  fF A AW & g
qfan sl 9w ¥ 431 W At Sy
ar Newey & ag Hieamgwd ¥ aW
# o W & st et 5 gw 9T §
wfeaTIo ®1 gHIR AW A aga wrAEAHar
2 2 ¥ A & s oA W awn
& foq wfeemeas 1 ago aawEar @
s IEEr M J M A g W
g & ¥ # o) GRS efs aedt & 99
¥ qg7 & @19 919 7 S I o gl
dar g T Nw ¥ IF A A q@
wrEAEar At ¢ !

fedE #1 &e & wgw grm i Se-
TE T AR sfeagw &1 8,409,000
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= § foagd ¥ ofes dwc w1
627,000 =@ ¢ w WreAT GwE T
2,02,000 z7 § | TN a<g TRET W
Ffegtoa @zw 13,15,000 =7 & fomd &
qfed® dqe< ¥ 8,65,000 & § Wi WTT-
dTdaT i 4,60,000 =7 §=1 ERM 1 -
FH T[ee ¥ TA reA 6,20,000 =
w7 & | 39§ § ufeE e § 2,290,000
T WX qTEdT T § 4,00,000 T §
W |1 A1 AT 27,93,000 &4 §aT £ 0

I A g W A AW gl
TN THRE § 3§ mfEEr @
1,60,000 =7 &, fasrigz 1,60,000 2,
g 90,000 R fasrraezw # wwad-
o FT AT FreET § A 1,565,000 ¥ Y W
Frarefes daex § weaT A 2,15,000 71
%Y & wrafa ag 3= faam T 7,80,000 2
FT NERWH F &7 @A A @ R(WE
¥ yifas o7 fear & afea 3 fme &
IR FY gg afq w1 wfa ¥ fegw
¥ 8 T dot & wEw MR A WX
ot aaTY F wrawaT & | @ fAg S
ST vt 91y & WK 99 ¥ o S
g & 37 ot =T wy @ agem
arfgn | Y a® W TR W FE-
A & 39 &1 19t foeer 9 ¥ gwa
A &% gE AT T wRy Arfw 3w A
Nafragr Esaafa ¥ fmwd =
I ot A A WIfRC | Y A uw
TEAT qgaT 8, WU AT IW F q97 § A
fam ot 9 & w98 daR v &
sRaflag Fog W T~y ¥ fag 3
FWE M ag s amIm s fog
At g =rfge |

qfe® §FT M AR ¥ TURT q@T
1 grawEAr & | w% weal 7 v 6
ofens RIF IR T QT Q@ g &)

arT €1 & | & # S = § ag fegew
fawew #1 &, o Y ¥ FArE A49)-
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wher ot gt & g e 2 &
fowert @ fam ax A | gl oy o
¥ W At oz & ¥ f e
wWifEr ym wH T gsw W A
ey §, foed &, e fol e dwx
¥ Forerwy & g saver ) frvar & A
aE o &Y ¥ ) W qw & et o Al
£ fe oz firwre w1 iz fec § =
717 vor ot qwfirs dwew womaT &
A AT E) WA 4T A9 WK W A
THfaal § 39T T @A A TG T |

o I WX § ) & & fag ofean-
™ T WaEEaT § 91 9 Siewead
W 49 FEA AThar fear @ ) afer @
TANE ¥ w0 wEAT § R Amem
wizaTEad &1 amw 97 ¥ fygar  @ifear-
¥aE 29 AR § I g7 W AE w
QI agife e &1 e @ifge g
wafeg 3o% fag g @ gea aw da
fif 0% WIS 7 FIW W 4 FEEE FE
& g fear o @@ w1 a1 Ak
o arwT famre | 39 §T SR
fisely oft =t ¥ g Y O TEe Af &
TR IFH A GY AEATRAT & | WA
¥ F TR g & fag wleargeE
# wigs ¥ Afaw 27 1 AraEwaT g |
% e fir 2 for og Ag gfewm H
ag ot oifeariie & fwad oY qF  FRA
Y ST ag & forg 97 S A A
wgr fF uF at wleargeod g0 a@ &
firerar, gat awa T A freran 1T Ed
rw 77 fir a8 aga wgm T 19w
W FEE ¥ JEEE @ N A
w2y § v I fom i A1 aww
et & @ aga wgh @, W@, AT
sir fior ot ag B § ag wEn &, T W
day @Y areft ot K ¥ A s §, T
p o 8, qg A Ry AW A 27
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AT W FATAT WeTew WY fom dU
T g da A g A
T W T T A G

3 ¥mr fr i ove ot Qe oww
sl & A afe wr aw qA WY AOF
FIEA RGN F & I 30
v 35 sHifveer forw ¥ qod § w23 &,
& aft areen fo ot & v w0 § 7@
Ty § 1 dfEw & e ¥ o qar
aw wrga gor fe a7 fex ae 10 gamx
W 16 FT #T wW B @ra wr A
T FT &S, R gEt aga ¥ Ew B
t feak o ag Srofey Semdw
¥, &Y & wof 8§ Wy IAH Ao A
At waTw T gEd A ¥ ¥ G gt
§ 37 ¥ Ifey 3w T faad e
TR ITH 9T F A wsy Ay
ot ot ag wew & oy | Ay A Wi
oM 2 ag AW gu frard &, @
I ® T S qS oy A Iwk @y
amm #7i W fawt @, og W wifew weh
w1fza, IdY aeg & wreEere # g &
e e F owmeeE & € & fay
#E frw waea ot & @ fod ww o
o ¥ fory wwell o wrar €, ey
ofzarge s & 1 90 Un 2 fir e
a7, wiemrzay awn’ faerh o arewsy 31

o A SfedrgaT TAT ¢ ar
Iu% forlr ATRa 7 37 TET ¥ F1E war
T Fm vk o omd dw g
i a1 A @d A e
g fam ¥ wieeot gt §ow
) ww A, &aagm & omw
gl B M 99 F a qx wemn
wrar d, quTa ¥ R gl gt 9w
qfr wfzemee @ fafaedy & A wmar
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B w fortr % g g s et e
it wfgd e ol ¥ W T ¥ fal
M A g@wre 7 § afew Swa & A
A ¥ 7y & oy | e W R T
TAR! FIT GRATT F3 F1 g1 I | §79
&Y W 91 W I HY wEAT § ) oW AR
AT ¥ GiEwTEerT &Y WY ¢ WA
o gwX § 1 oy sieana gEd sie-
TWT F woaT ST ¥aT ¥ | wR ¥ T HgT-
ey ¥ AT ¥ WL # A g A8y qY-
LA

¥ Tugr N R e AT SEEE
ary oy § 3 & ok B A f2-
#r o AT el g | AT g AT
AT Y a9 I & far o7 wfenw g
wifgd v ug v e & amy | fen
IW Hoamd gu TAer wredE A few
AT | AT Y AT YA Qe T 6
o FETE & 1 = A9 &1 AN g 9% W
1Y 7 qIeT graT g Tgi 9 R H-
A ITEIT T § a1 SEHT IR 4T AT
T 99 & 7 fawr orq wifs @y faadt
qer 2T & | @ Ffaww ot Y sar
FCF HFE AT FT FISATLAT T917T AT
grar g wft o gEard § g &
ot & et A e ag @ wmar a1 S
aE ¥ N F ol ¥ Ifawe areT aw
forer wraT & &Y Y T QAT 96T Y AT
& | ot 3t &ow Y g1aT § 99 B WK
@ atg ¥ ot fear s oY aga afga
& A gFar g |

o R fF St @i @
& 9u & wRfaEl 7 1% ) FIF6T gar
i ag aw agl § 1 o NE 4 F wiEE!
& ag wodt wiedy agw foy W § 1 =wi
g 99 #1 &g §9 § @A & wifgn

a0 @ia 9y ¢ I fow T ox A
faerar - § w1 wgm frorer @ 1 98 gw
F qrY WU &Y @Y IE & A% ¥ g
grawar g 3@ agy dww S W
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frerar orfed (o f aRfer WrerA
i I TR R Nww faemr wfgy
fF 9 1 3% § I9GNT &Y &% |

W E A & ¥0fe ¥ § e
wigaT g | form o & Feeft il @ o
Aoy & & a1 % few F ) weay amer
SO AT A AT, A f Fedifa
RaEy N ArGIi -
¥ widft & wraw Y, AfeT qwee der
T & i 9 o qrda der T W1 Wy
far arat & ) waw s e 8, O
8 ag ar¥w JaT FX A7 sy v g
arfie ebafedt §a1 Y w1 Wil A
az f g @ F g7 awf W g e
&Y & aew waver TEAT & gre F v &
T | gud & & oefefad % & s
fartfirer &7 St oo it &, Wfew dprm
¥ A A aft avdfre SR wife
7T ¥ 37 A wver Ao wow qwar g
T® A UF THTC X yome fF g ooy
ot et miforat frerft & 1 qoere
wifey fF g8 €7 ot ¥ womn w2 fe
oty &t A ot v o e
Sl

TR AR e 3 & fag
Frererdt w fre-frg i awer @
INET wT N o §

ft At W (dgE) - ww
F AT AT S AN N www @)
w0 fs qfieizs A 3 4041 Gk 50 4
Pt & T7 26 AN A e w
far ufena % fear § 1wt e
faarim AR AT a1 & ) "W W
Wiy asz a1 frdw s avw &
b @R wiieE foew RPN
wefa & frq afee wfta sfrzer ifr
W @awar & g o |F & weayg
) @ wgeyd SO dgwe g @y
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[#t oY wwt)
g oy g e am ) awe
FMR 7 FUTEF OF WA weew A
Ferr fFogw ¥ 9z seEm Ty, 1g
feerdm o | maw g Wi g Em Y
wTTETA FT A7 A9, gaw a2 @ e oaw
T oeae &) HEeAq St # fa g

as orw-fiT @ &% & o el 9T

fricar w3t o1 @ 1 g gw ¥ &
femr g wommaa e @
&Y 4gd & wEeAqW I F g A AR
wfts 9T fnit qar faar &1 mft +07
24 W ®o F Fv4T IA, FAW WK
fedifem 3, Ffwwza it age & A
T E AR A WA A W W
@t feafaen 2, afe ag o @m ar
1970-71 T% gH &1 2} HA & TG FT 6
o To FY falell gET gL AW @9 HAT
qgit T i F1 TR ¥ qOTA F fog
1 gH ¥ T WA $1 39 fAq a=mar
fe ag 37 Y Ageaqy wraEi ¥ g¥ Wi
Feed & fag efmi e ¥ 2 v o)
T WEFHE? T W N wiwsT A
T wfefeae § P agwiwe W g,
T HF §, ufcehzg +4 F)

a7 & 9get Wi gfamt ad fremae
g e F ufig fea w 3wy ¥ T9mm,
IWH, W sgw vary ¥ @
T g ¥ Fom, T IR A
wifs & g o & i ¥ aww TR
T FY 997 AT T FTT AR FIEEA T
F1 I =1 q47 femr 2 1 Ao g R
f g Aw & wF =Y g ¥ 2
oY W A & WO figar gET & 99
g7 agx TEY freTer ard, vw A gw g
I A wC T 1 a7 sRTamar £ R
FHTX IR g9 @Y &, gMR a18 TR
A g3 A P, gw o+ wi afe
et § o qg T ¢ w9y
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¢F e w AT e ®
forg e gfewr 78Y swroamar & 7 gwra
Tt afeet < 2 ? g afewrw TR
w2 e N o S ofeEEr ag A
et g ¥ T AT § Wi
fi < 73, 9= 3t & &g gn} HAew
A, TAET F AF T WA ST T
# 1 5T &Y o & § fF 1955 &% T ot
oS AT TETIE WO S § WK
fagiv gfar § o =Y *Y AT
T T § W weY Teen & famg fdt
F) EHT ¥ SN A X A &, 9T WA
gu waar ey o fF & g A
FN y e s AR e fem
T =R w ol fwm @
iR AT A ¥ A a7 ¢ & Al T
IR w4 w21 7 ¥W fAg T R ¥ AR
¥ fs fegeam 99 &9 & W § &m-
w7 7Y, 37 X A i For @)
gq ware § g9 Aifama fadesi &,
= fafraw =10 #fafar #1 frdfy ozl
TR FE 7@ 79 R = ¥ AN
TR AN emamdfrafeaw
T 7 A g Y gw  ex W g
FAT 7 &o97 o G271 FT T3 § WK
TE T ¥ g wE@l & AU FTer
g afew 38 ¥ ft w5 0 wfes @m
e gw faRuf &1 3t ® &7 fafa &<
TR |

wF qA A " W | aifema
falaei & 7% 9 awwr & G A
& arg fifeaa s A TH 1 5w 86
FOs 4T W fear &y g9 free &
o 1 Ffew wa w22 ¥ wiEiw @ e ?
Iq &1 ol aw gfew ¥ g 9w
sfaa & =4 frar g Wi I = W
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& feg @ feuddz & ox @7 w1 S
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SH AW yaaq & fau fw ST T 1600
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eI E sk @ Fa AT A
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s o wagd 1 o W g
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“All executive Members suspended.
Situation grave. Please intervene™.

ag WA 16 w9 &Y wrEr 9r)
IH ¥ A7 17 W §1 qg el W

“While management failed to imple-
ment agreement and commitments
they suspended ten office-bearers on
sixteenth and threatening with police
force. Sitvation grave. Please inter-
vene immediately. Please take up
with the Ministers and bring one cut
motion™.

Fam wite qu T w1 6R
T HEET G OO F &1 AT w1,
& 37 % gude &< fear oy, I9 A6
e femr s 1 @O dwiew

TRE AR T 27 WY o
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1T TeRATAT AGT FIEH T ATTGE
Fower @ | @R N AR A
qars gr Tfga

SHRI BEDABRATA BARUA (Kaliabor):
So far as the exploration position is con-
cerned, during the last few months, the
outlook is brightening up, and in Assam
particularly as well as in the prospects that
are now opening up regarding off-shore
drilling, we may expect a much greater
improvement in regard to thé supply of
crude oil for our refineries.

In Assam, the discovery of the Lakwa
deposits after the Rudrasagar deposits gives
cause for great satisfaction. It is expected
that it may reach a production of 3 million
tonnes very soon. Once the drilling is
done, by 1971 we may be able to do 2
million tonnes. We are told that that is
the position.

So far as off-shore drilling is concerned,
collaboration agreements are in the offing,
and TENNACO as well as the Soviet
Union is offering collaboration in the
drilling of crude oil in the off-shore depo-
sits. With our experience of the oil
companies, it would be necessary that we
look to the future security of our country
and see if we can associate the sociafist
country in the drilling of the off-shore
deposits. It is said that the terms that
are offered by the USA are better than
those offered by the Soviet Union. I do
not know whether the agreement has been
signed with the USA. But with our
experience, political and otherwise, in which
we have been involved so far as the USA
is concerned, and wilh our experience also
of the Soviet Union’s anxiety to help us
in regard to the taking away of some of
our excess production, we should think
in terms of expanding our trade with the
Soviet Union rather than take one-way aid
from the USA.

The deposits at Lakwa and Rudrasagar
would appear to exceed all the capacity
that we would have ; even if the Gauhati
and Barauni refineries are worked to full
capacity, once we have these two mnew
deposits and these are also drilled and
taken out, we would have a supply that we
would not be able to use up completely in
these iwo refineries alone, and, therefore,
a second refinery im Assam becomes an
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essential necessity. [t is not a gquestion
of regional demand, but it is a question of
doing something which is in the larger
interests of the country. There should be
a second refinerv in Assam, and a third,
so far as the Indian Oil Corporation is
concerned, so that the oil that will be pro-
duced in surplus will be utilised. 1 feel
that already a lot of delay has been intro-
duced in this matter. Unless some imme-
diate decision is taken 1o have a secomd
refinery in Assam, this problem would over-
take us in no time.

So far as import of crude oil is con-
cerned, by 1971 the position is supposed
to be that we would be requiring 22 million
tonnes of crude, of which even most hope-
ful estimate is about 10 million tonnes—
or it may be 12 million tonpes. That
would leave a lurge gap. 1 do mot kaow
what are the mew vistas that will be opened
up due to the recent discoveries. Other-
wise, this large gap would be a drain upon
our foreign exchanges resources and explo-
ration not only off-shore bui in the
country should be speeded up and given
more attention.

Coming to the price of petroleum, |
had occasion earlier to raise this issue for
the consideration of the House. 1 have
no doubt that the Minister of petroleum,
who has great sympathy for the State of
Assam, would rsconsider his attitude in
regard to the royalty dispute. In 1962
Prime Minister Nehru gave an award
whereby Assam got Rs. 7.5 per tonne as
‘royalty. But due to devaluation and rise
in prices, what has happened is that we
lose about Rs. 3 per tonne, because the
royalty is related to the tonne. This loss
has to be made up. Our demand and the
demand of the Government of Assam is
that it should be raised to Rs. 15 per
tenne, whether the royalty goes to Gujarat
or Assam or for that matter wherever
prospecting is done.

So far as this question is conceroed,
the possibility or the fear ofien expressed
is that the foreign oil companies would not
like, particularly in view of the off-shore
drilling in the offing, to ugree 10 this higher
royallty and may iy to back out of their
commitment. This is most unlikely parti-
cularly when we are in o position to tell
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the foreign oil companies that they are
paving even 50 per cent of their income in
some of the Persian Gulf countries in
terms of rovalty and income-tax combined.
So they have been paying outside and have
no justification or reason for taking a
different  attitude here. Then off-shore
drilling would have certain advantages in
so far as the royalty question is concerned.
In spite of the US example and all that, it
is @sow for the Government of India to
decide.

But so far as this royalty question is con-
cerned, Assam is expecting a higher royalty
because it has been done recently elsewhere
also. | would give the example of Great
Britain. The Wilson Government has done
it in regard to Scotland in regard to the
location of industries. Afier the Chinese
aggression and even before that, Assam
has ulways been a dispressed area so far
as industries are concerned. Except the
raw materials which are very cheap all
other things are wvery costly. So some-
thing sympathetic hus to be dooe because
otherwise the people there would feel more
isolated and that will only strengthen those
forces which are speaking in tesms of iso-

lation. While no industrialisation is taking
place in our State, even in regard to
royalty, we do not get justice. Omly we

go on supplying this crude oil.

We are giving a lot of supply which
may ultimately come out 1o ke four 10 five
million tonnes. So, it is of great assis-
tance. They have done it in Scotland ;
they have tried even under unfavourable
circumstances. They have shifted the
industry to Scotland so that the Scottish
people may not feel obliged to migrate
clsewhere.

MR. CHAIRMAN :
ber’s time is up.

The hon. Mem-

SHRI BEDABRATA BARUA : So
far as the pricing policy is concerned,
there was a sort of a Committee—the
Talukdar Committee— and its verdict to us
was most ubsurd from all reasonable points
of view. What huppens is that while
Assam is producing the oil and when fur-
nace oil is produced at Gauhati—1 am
Biving Just one example—when the price
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of furnace oil in Bombay is Rs. 180 per
topne at Gauhati its price is Rs. 250 per
tonne. It is Rs. 70 higher. All the con-
cession we could get was Rs. 6. Il fur-
mace 0il at Bembay could be Rs. 290 per
tonne and in Assam, Rs. 180 per tonng,
we could have thought of some industries.
But we are mot given even concesgions ;
we¢ are pot given the advantage of having
produced it in our locality. We are forced
to pay Rs. 70 per tonne higher, while fur-
nace il is being produced in our owa
soil, from Assam’s surface. It is some-
thing which is absurd.

SHRI S. M. BANERJEE (Kanpur) :
Why deat you tell to the Lachii Sema so
that they may be after this Minister ?

SHRI BEDABARATA BARUA : |
think thess facis when brought out here
would please some elements in Assam and
that woold help also to put down all those
elements who are trying to fanen thes-
selves upon the imagined or real injustice
to the people of Assam.

Then, 1 wanted to refer to the 1IDPL,
but because yoy have rupg the bell—}I have
no more time-—I resume my seat. | thank

you.
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{Mr. Deputy Speaker in the Chair.]
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SHRI KANWAR LAL GUPTA : Is
he supporting the demand or opposing it 7
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SHRI S. KANDAPPAN
Finally, he will support it.

(Mettur) :

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : He is
arguing a case regarding administrative
irregularities.

SHRI KANWAR LAL GUPTA : He
should come to this side.
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