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MR. CHATRMAN : Now we will take
up the half-an-hour Discussion.

18, 1892 (SAKA)

18.30 hrs.
HALF-AN-HOUR DISCUSSION

Hippies 1N Devur

SHRI S. R. DAMANTI (Sholapur) :
Mr. Chairman, Sir, manyofl my friend
are surprised that I am raising this subject.
In the last sesior I thought that some
of my friends will raise this subject. But
I was disappointed. During this session
also [ found that my colleagues are not
taking any interest in raising this subject.
So, although it is mot my subject, I thought
I should raise it in view of the seriousness
which the situation may lead us to in
case the hippies are allowed to continue
in our ‘country as at present.

Now thereisan invasion on ouf country,
not by Pakistan or China for grabbing
our territory, but by the hippies for attack-
ing the morality of our youngsters which
is a very serious and dangerous thing. I
think the Government should take serious
notice of these hip]:ies who are coming to
our country in such large numbers.

Who arc the hippies? Why are theY
coming to our country? What is their
number ? What is their object? These are
important things which we should go into.
I have no kind of prejudice against them.
But they do mot have any moral res-
ponsibility and they do not want to work.
They are rejected by their family and their
country and they are coming to our
country. What is their effect on

society, especially on our youngsters?

Previously, they were seen only in Delhi-
Now they are spread all over the country:
We can sce them even in small towns o
Goa. They move about in their dirty
clothes with their shabby features. They
also indulge in anti-social activities. Many
a time they have been caught smuggling
goods. Most of them are addicted to
narcotics. The presence of hippies is
certainly having its adverse influence on
our youngsters. So, government should
take very serious notice of it.

our
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Pakistan has swpped their entry. Why
is it that we alone are silent and we are
doing nothing? It is a serious matter.
Our youngsters have to work hard and
develop our country. They have their
social responsibilities. Butif our youngsters
are allowed to associate themselves with
these hippies, they will also try to follow
the hippy way of life, which is a very
serious thing.

Government should take a very serious
view about this and inform the House as
to what steps Government proposes to
take to prevent the hippies who are coming
to our country. What is their intention;
what is their number; why is Government
allowing them; what are their activities;
in how many cases have they been found
indulging in  unsocial activities— these
are things which require attention of
Government and ahout which Government
should inform the House.

We want tourists to come to our country,
Good people should come and see our
historical places, visit our cities, sce our
industry, social customs and other deve-
lopments. We would welcome them. But
we do not want such people to come to our
country and create disaffection among
our younger generation. They are affect-
ing our young generation. It is hetter that
some action is taken as soom as possible
to stop these unsocial poeple from  visting
our country and affecting more  our
youngsters., This is a matter which is
very serious and requires consideration.

These are the things to which I wanted
to draw the attention Government,
I would like that the hon. Minister should
enlighten the House about the policy
of Government in this regard.

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF HOME  AFFAIRS
(SHRI VIDYA CHARAN SHUKLA) :
Mr. Chairman, Sir, as far as this question
of the hippies is concerned, we have for
some years past noted an inceasing
number of such persons coming to India.
We were ourselves apprehensive of the
effect that they might cause in our society,
particularly among the younger genera-
tion. We considered this matter from time
to time and tried to assess the extent of
impact that they might make on our
security or social problem or on the
university youth or the young persons
of impressionable age.
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As far as security is comcerned, these
persons who are normally described as
hippies have no relevanee. The question of
their social and personal morals also is not
such a serious one which really should
engage the attention of this Parliament.
The main thing that we were worried
about was their trafficking in illegal drugs
and such other things which cause not
only physical harm but also mental
defects and mental harm to people who
consume those drugs and become addicted
to them.

We have found that they have beea
coming to India for various reasons. One
reason is that the people of this eountry
are quite tolzrant to various modes of life
and various kinds of dresses. The amount
of social tolerance that we showed towards
visitors is something which might have
encouraged these people to come to our
country, Our country’s past traditions and
culture have buen to welcome and absorb
people of all kinds of ideas and also to sec
that they aiz not bothered or taken as
criminals or hounded as unwanted people.
It is wrong to say that most of these Hippies
are rejected persons.  We have not made
any systematic study of this problem. But
from my general knowledge, I .can say
that only persons of a particular mentality
or a particular background take to this
way of life which we call *“Hippy way of
life”. The persons who come here as
Hippies, a good many of them, belong to
rich families and they adopt this method,
sometimes, temporarily in their life and
then they revert back to their normal life
after sometime. Therefore, it is not a
correct assumption  that these are the
rejected stufl from  their society and they
come and try to harm social and personal
maorals of our boys and girls here.

Another reason why they might hLe
coming here is the comparative cheapiss
of living. They can stay in a sarai or a
dharamshala and they can, probably, live
in a very cheap manner here. A« T said,
coupled with sacial toleranee and cheapness
of living, this might have encouraged
Hippies to come here. As you might have
noted, a few years back, I think, in 1968,
the Delhi  Administration had launched
a special drive to check up and see whether
these Hippies were carrying on  illegal
traffic in drugs. Some of them were found
carrying on this kind of traffic and they
were nabbed and punished according to
law. But this menace or this problem has
not been of such e magnitude that we can
consider the question of banping their
entry' in the country.
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Sir, after this matter was raised in news-
pers and also in the form  of questions

in this honourable House and the other

House, we decided to make a more syste-

matic study about the incidence of these

people, astowhen they come here, what
they do, what impact they make on our
boys and girls and whether they carry on
any illegal trade in narcotics or drugs.

This study we hope to complete by the

year end. But in the meantime, whatever

information we have in  our possession
does not make us think that any ban
should be put on the entry of Hippies.

The hon. Member mentioncd the ins-
tance of Pakistan. He knows the different
attitude we adopt to such social questions
and our attitude to such matters is rather
different than what they adopt in Pakistan.

SHRI S. R. DAMANI : Are you going
to screen them so that onlv such people
who have gotsome good background and
who come from good familie: are allowed?

SHRI VIDYA CHARAN SHUKLA:
As far as we are concerned, we are taking
the precautions only regarding these three
things, namely, firstly, regarding security;
secondly, regarding their illegal trade in
narcuotics and drugs and. thirdly, whether
if at all, they make any impacf on the
morals of our young boys and girls who
are of an impressionable age. These are
the thrée things we are worried of. If we
can be assured that these thiggs are not
affected, then, I do not think anybody
will mind any number of Hippies coming
and going out of India. We are not one
of those countries who will take a very
stiff attitude in sach matters and try to
shut our doors to people who want to
come. Sometimes, most of them, as a
matter of fact,  want to mix up with . our
people who have spiritual acc.mplish-
ments, For instance, they go to Ban-
aras ; they go to Mysore and many other
pilgrimage centres. We do not know and
we have not made a study whether they
are rcally making a serious study of or it it
is just a pastime they are indulging in. But
they do go and try to find out what “is
happening in  our religious centres and
they go to various centres of pilgrimage.

‘We have not yet come across any ins-
tances where these prople pose any danger
to the security of the country or they
indulge in espionage activities or activities
which are against our security.

SHRI KANWAR LAL GUPTA (Delhi
Sadar : How do you definc a hippy ?
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SHRI VIDYA CHARAN SHUKLA :
Definition of hippy is not properly done
atall and I would say I have given that
in answer to various questions here, The
foreign nationals who come here, the
vagrants who do not conform to commonty
accepted modes of dress and manners are
normally called hippies.

SHRI K. LAKKAPPA (Tumkur) :
They have their own philosophy.

SHRI KANWAR LAL GUPTA: The
number of political hippies is much more
in Delhi. We have no norms or principles_

SHRI VIDYA CHARAN SHUKLA:
They do not conform to the normal social
standards of dress and manners. Their
manners and standards are completely
their own. They do not conform to the
normal manners.

The main thing I want to say here is
that the information that we have at
present about these pecple is not sufficient
for the Government to come to adecfinite
conclusion about their impact on the
young generation of our country. But we
want o make a specific study about this
matter and after this study is completed,
only then we shall be able to come to
a conclusion whether any action on the
part of the Government is called for or not.

SHRI 5. KUNDU (Balasore): Mr,
Chairman, this is a very important prob-
lem. T would at the very outset like to
dispel the impression that anybody who
grows long hair or moves about without
any slipper or shoes or wears certain dress
peculiar to us is considered a hippic or
anybody who smokes charas and other
things is considered a hippie. It would be
wrong tq generalise this sort of youmger
generation as a class of hippies, This I
want to make it very clear,

This is a problem we have to deal with
very dispassionately and we have to go in
to the depth of it. Why these young people
from Europe, America and these affluent
countries are coming away more and more
to Asian and other countries ? What is the
reason ? The reason is: in short these
young people are becoming more and more
rebellious againt the establishment which
has been created by a vested interest in
their countries for years and years together.
This vested interest is not only of money
but have vulgarised the culture and
this sc called culture, this philosophy,
this affluence has brought some sort of
frustration in these young men and they
are losking out for new things, for fresh
things and for better things of life.
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MR. CHAIRMAN : Please ask a ques-
tion.

SHRI S. KUNDU: Is the Home
Ministry taking all steps? Mr. Damani
who was tll now discriminating perhaps
believes that there are Brahmins and if the
shadow of a Harijan falls on a Brahmin, the
Brahmin wants to go and take a dip in
the river. Itis not like that. It is comple-
tely a different matter, Protest are coming
in greater floods. Unless we diagnose the
whole thing, we may not be able to find a
solution. The problem has to be studied
in greater depth. I know some of them are
coming here lured by our philosophy. Some
of them come here lured by our music.
Some of them come here lured to sec
Kajuraho. What is wrong in Kamasutra ?
There is nothing wrong in it. Kamasutra
is a scripture produced many years ago.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Are you assisting
the Minister or are you asking some ques-
tion ?

SHRI S. KUNDU: I am asking him
to be more thought-provoking next time
when he comes to deal with such a subject,
Therefore, in short, I would say this. From
as assessment which I had from the hon.
Minister's speech, I found, he has catego-
rised them into a class of smugglers, into a
class of fifth-columnists or such other things.
It is completely wrong. 1 would urge
upon the Minister to make a dispassionate
study of the sociological problem. Take a
sample of say, 500 Hippies, put some
questions:  why they come? what they
see in India ? Have they been able to
sce the soul of India ? What they think
of us? What they think of our system?
And what they have totell us? , ., .

MR. CHAIRMAN : That he has
promised to do.

SHRI S, KUNDU : No, Sir. He is
thinking on Mr. Damani's lines, how to
discriminate.

SHRI VIDYA CHARAN SHUKLA:
You did not catch whatever I said (Jnter-

ruption)

SHRI S, KUNDU: So, Sir, let us not
have some sort of frontal attack look
with annojance at these people. Let us try
to look at them with sympathy, with care,
And I would like the investigation or some
soit of research to be undertaken to
understand their way of life and that
would be of profit to our people and to our
society also, I will just give one example,
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In Amesterdam I saw this when I went
about 1§ years back. There were a group of
young people who were not Hippies, but
those who were against the present establi-
lished order; they went to a fountain and
put some soap there; and I asked what
is this funny thing. Fnding the soap
water coming out they all clapped and
said, “‘we are going to purify this present
corrupt society like this, working in the
soap water.” This is a peculiar idea of doing
certain things. They are getting more and
more dejected when they see the firing in
Vietnam, or oppression in Africa,
suffering in Asia etc. and they start rebel-
ling. And some of these people, when they
meet us, ask us: when thousands of people
are dying in streets, an average Indian
and that too MPs and Ministers and all
those people who are supposed to represent
the people are well todo; and I find the
affluent just sprouts, comes out every-
where, right, front, back and everywhere,

Sir, it shows a mind, an indication, how
they are thinking about the things which are
going on in this country, Therefore, I
would request him that there must be a
proper study about it and it must be based
on certain sociological pattern, not on
conventional or traditional way or meddling

with law and order. Thank you.
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SHRI 5. R, DAMANI: My intention
of raising a discussion on this subject is to
know how it is affecting our younger gene-
rations. And I think my hon. friend, Shri
Rabi Ray also has said the same thing,

MR. CHAIRMAN : The hon. Minister
will reply.

SHRI S. R. DAMANI: The hon.
Minister said that he was going to examine
it. But I say that it has already started
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affecting the people. We should not wait
for one year for completing the investiga-
tion and for the report. The Minister said
that the report would be made availabie
at the end of this year, That means still
we have to wait for eight months to get the
report.

I want that immediate action should
be taken in this connection.

SHRI K. LAKKAPPA: I am not
putting any questions. But I am entitled
to seek a clarification from the Minister,

MR. CHAIRMAN: You can seck a
clarification.

SHRI K. LAKKAPPA: In some
countries like Singpore and other places,
if the Hippies come they have got a plan for
them. If they find that they are a nuisance
or whatis called a menace to the society,
they will be packed off at the expense of
the Government to their respective coun-
tries, whether such a device could be fol-
lowed here is my question.

SHRI VIDYA CHARAN SHUKLA :
Shri Kundu was not properly listening to
what I was saying. As a matter of fact
our approach to this problem is that o
liberalism. We do not want to deal with
this matter in a2 close-jacket manner,
They are dealing with this in a very
conservative and close-minded fashion.
‘We do not want to deal with this problem
in that manner. Our only worry or con-
cern about this matter is regarding the
unhealthy effect that might be caused to
our younger generations. We do not want
any unhealthy effect to be transferred to
our younger gencrations.

The second :thing] is this that I mentioned

was that we do not want illegal trafficking
in drug to be carried on through these peo-
ple. We want to be clear about that matter.
As long as these two things are clear we
do not mind in their getting involved with
the Sadhus. Whether they learn yogas
properly or not or whether they move
about in the streets with dirty clothes
barefooted or not that is not our concerr.
They can do whatever they wish to do
as long as they do not beome a source
of nuisance.

As for the number we have not yet
classified them different from the tourists
because, as the House knows, it is very
difficult to define who exactly isa Hippy.
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There is a difference in degree and there
are differences in various features that go
to form for a person to be called a Hippy.
We have issued letters to various depart-
ments and requested them, by giving more
or l=ss some sort of a definition, to find
out how many of such people have come
hete and what they have been doing and
other connected information about their
activities etc,

After getting the informatior, we will
examine if any action by us is called for.
If no such action is called for, as I hops,
we shall take no such action. But if it is
really creating an unhealthy effect on our
younger generation or is giving encourage-
ment of opening the way to illegal traffic
in drugs, we will have to think of taking
some action, I can assure the House that
as far as Government are concerned, we
do not want to interfere with the way of life
of foreign tourists here as long as they do
not interfere with the social life of our

le and our law and order situation is
not disturbed.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri Daman’s
question whether it has come to Govern-
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ment’s notice that it is having an adverse
effect on the morals of young persons is
not answered.

SHRI VIDYA CHARAN SHUKLA:
I said that we have nothing to believe
that it has actually happered. But before
we come to a final conclusion on this,
we will make a study. Several representa-
tions have been made to us, Shri Kundu
and Shri Rabi Rai may say that nothiug
of this kind is happening,

st o T : ¥ M F arE F o
faar ar

SHRI VIDYA CHARAN SHUKLA :
There are several centres where these
people have congregated in large num-
bers, but it is by no means certain that
this kind of thing is happening. But before
we take a decision in this matter, we must
have facts and proper statistics in our
hands.

19°03 Hrs.
The Lok Sabha then adjourned till Eleven
of the Clock on T hursday, April g, 1970/Chai-
tra 19, 1892 (Saka).



