343 Re. Cotton Situation (81)

made in the case of mills of growers’
Cooperatives.

(iv) Mills are being required to submit to
the Textile Commissioner a special
stock return immediately and those
having stocks in excess' of the limits
now prescribed will not be allowed
fo make further purchases of Indian
cotton unless their stocks come down
below to the reduced limits now
prescribed. Genuine cases involving
replacement will be considered by the
Textile Commissioner on merits.
Mills defaulting in the submission of
the return will be severely dealt with.
Similarly the traders will also submit
special stock returns to the Textile
Commissioner. State Governments
are being requested to take similar
action in respect of cooperative mar-
keting societies and traders under
their control.

(v) The credit facilities in operation in
respect of the mills, the trade and
cooperatives are being reviewed with
a view to reduciog credit limits.

(vi) State Governments have been re-
Qquested to take all possible steps to
ensure speedy movement of cotton
from the grower to the mills.

(vii) It is expected that the ICMF will
evolve a voluntary scheme for mutual
help to needy mills to ensure avai-
lability of cotton either by way of
loans or otherwise.

(viii) The original import programme pre-
pared in June 1970 was for 825 lakh
bales. When the position Was reviewed
recently, it was found that the gap
between supply and demand might be
somewhat longer. Additional im-
ports were, therefore, immediately
considercd and free foreign exchange
has been obtained for import immedia-
tely of 1 lakh bales of cotton from
USA. Import of I'5 lakh bales of
staple fibre on an immediate basis has
also been arranged. Against the origi=
nal import programme, 4'53 lakh bales
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has already been released. Special
measures are being taken to secure the
expeditious release of the balance.
The mills which had been allotted
the quotas flave been asked to arrange
import of 75% of the Sudan cotton
alreadly allotted, by 31st December
and 50% of the UAR cotlon already
allotted, by 3lst January, 1971 and
the P, L. 480 cotton already allotted,
immediately. The Cotion Corporation
of India has also been asked to import
with the assistance of the trade, further
quanltities of colton available from
arcas other than Sudan and UAR as
part of the original import programme.
Efforts are also continuing to be made
to airange more imports of cotton and
man-made fibres.

(ix) In order to make available the type of
cotton which is in short supply, for the
weaker and exporting mills, the staple
length limit for imports against
current releases is being reduced from
the usual 1-1/16 to 1.

4, The position is being continuously
watched and further steps that may be nece-
ssary will be promptly taken., 1t is hoped
that with the steps now being taken, it will
be possible to maintain uninterrupted pro-
duction, without prejudicing the legitimate
interests of growers.

18.01 hrs.

DISCUSSION ON SPORTS POLICY

MR, CHAIRMAN Now, Dr. Karni
Singh will raise a discussion on the sports
policy of the Government of India.

Before the discussion starts, 1 would
request every hon. Member to keep to his
time, because | shall adjourn the House
precisely at 7 p. m. So, if there is no reply,
hon. Members should not blame me.

SHRI S. M. BANERIJEE (Kanpur) : At
7.5p. m.
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DR. KARNI SINGH (Bikaner) : 1 wel-
come this opportunity in this House to have
a discussion on the sports policy of our coun-
try. What is so fortunate is that from our
Speaker downwards, almost everybody in
this House has been a sportsman in his time,
and 1 am quite sure that the views that will
be expressed will be those of people who
know something about sports.

MR. Avery Brundage, President of the
International Olympic Committee came to
India only ten days ago, and his one main
observation was that India with its 350 million
people still unfortunately had such a low
standard in sports. That does not reflect very
well on a vast country like ours where sports
is part and parcel of our every-day living. 1
feel that the reason why sports standards in
our country have not reached as high as they
should is because of the policy of the Govern-
ment not being Positive.

The emphasis on sports is essential today
more so because of the feeling of disgruntle-
ment in the vouth of the country. It is essen-
tial that we should channelise the interests of
our young men and women towards healthy
sports activities, becausc otherwise we find
that the time in the evenings and afternoons is
wasted by them, ana they spend itin unheal-
thy activities, You know that in many coun-
tries, not only in the democratic countries
but in the Iron Curtain countries, there is a
great deal of emphasis on sports. I think
India can well emulate that. 1 do not want
to say this purely as a sportsman myself, but
as an Indian, I feel pride in the showings of
Indian sportsmen in national and international
fields.

In hockey, India has repeatedly won the
gold medals. We have lost our Hockey crown
recenily, I’ feel, because of the policy of the
Government not being firm enough. Take the
question of racing in the 400 meters race,
in which Milkha Singh made a name. India
has the fourth position in the world. In
Billiard, Wilson Jones is a gold medalist. In
Badminton we have the third position in the
world. In shooting, we have the second
position in the world. In wrestling, if 1
remember correctly, we picked up the sixth
position in the world. In tennis, men like
Premijit Lal, Mukherjea and Krishnan have
been famous throughout the entire worid.
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In polo, India has been in the past on the
top. In volley-ball, we have won the seventh
position in the world. For a poor country
like ours, with a government which is not
seriously interested in sports and in promot=
ing sports, this is not at all a poor showing.
If our Ministry were to exert themselves a
little more powerfully and the sports federa-
tions were to cooperate a little more with
thz Government and more funds were availa-
ble for our sportsmen, I have no doubt that
in the next vear or two, or two or three years,
we shall be able to win many more gold
medals for our country.

The Mzxico Olympics were over only two
years ago- We had a probe into it. What I
want to say is that probes yield no results.
You will have another probe after the Munich
Olympics. What I fear—and 1 would like to
voice my concern on the floor of the House—
is that unless the Government of India do
everything possible to see that our sportsmen
get cverything to train them now for the
Munich Olympics, you are going to lose the
Hockey crown once again. | can tell you one
thing that today sports is becoming com-
pletcly professionalised. I participated in
three Olympics myself and I know. No coun-
try is today going to sit back and let India
win the Hockey crown. We have been at the
top in hockey. But countries like even Japan,
Australia, New Zealand, ltaly, many of them
have made a great advance in this sport. And
if we are going to be complacent and just rely
on our probes, like the very thorough Sarin
inquiry for that matter, T am afraid we are go-
ing to lose hockey, and if we lose hockey, 1
can tell you that India at the present moment
has no possibility of winning a gold medal in
any sport.

1 was very happy on the occasicn of the
Arjun Awards the other day when the hon.
Minister, Dr. V.K. R. V. Rao, made a very
fine speech. I think some of the points he
mentioned were excellent because they show-
ed a certain amount of positive thinking
on the part of "Government. The scheme
of sports talent sca:ch' scholarships that he
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suggested is, I think, a really first=class one;
the all-lndia competition for fon-student
youths, I thought, was also a very good plan,
because this will bring out talent from our
villages where if we look for it, we can find
it. You have only to look at Chandgi Ram,
a man from the villages, who has become
very famous. Government should utilise
their experts to try and pick out talented
young men and women.

SHRI RANDHIR SINGH : Chandgi Ram
was not sent to Mexico.

DR. KARNI SINGH : | remember that;
there was a great deal of discussion on that.

What is perhaps most irritating is that
our sportsmen have to march behind the
Indian flag taking teams which are not pro-
perly prepared. Foreign exchange, of course,
is the usual difficulty pleaded in the past.
People are not well fed, the nutrition is in-
adequate, and when we see our sporismen
beaten and trounced year after year by some
of the western countries, it begins to hurt.
I know that is oot because India does not
have the talent; we have. We have some of
the finest sportsmen in the world, only we
do not have the desire and determination to
¢xploit this talent and red-tape comes in the
way of any advancement .

We know that whenever a team is sanc-
tioned to go abroad, right up to the last
moment, the Federation and the Education
Ministry keep on throwing the baby towards
each other, and the nel result is that a team
is finally either announced or withdrawn a
week before departure.  You must realise that
in a competition like world championships or
the Olympics, it is virtually a competition
of professionals, although they may be called
amateurs. The greatest talent in the world
from countries like the sputnik countries is
matched =against that of a pcor country
like ours. And here you give our people
scven days notice to prepare and go. 1
do not think this is fair to our boys. Itis
not only humiliating but frustrating to our
youth. 1 feel unless Government make up
their mind at least three or four months
ahead of time, it will never be possible for
our young men and women to be able 1o
reach those very high standards. In fact, [
g0 a step further and say that in international

]
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sports today, the competition is between
freaks. It is not the average man who can
compete in this field. America, Russia and
other countries always treat it as a matter of
Prestige that they should win. 1 know what
happemed in the world shooting champion-
ships. Amcrica's aim is to win; so far as the
Soviet Union is concerned, it is their princi-
pleto see that American is beaten. In bet-
ween poor countries like us are trying to

" edge our way in. If our peopledo not have

the equipment, equal and comparable oppor-
tunities to frain, adequate finance, proper
training and proper coaching, what is going
to happen ? The Minister can very easily
turn back and ask : why send a team ? It is
a good question. [ can casily turn round
and say:why send Parliamentary delega-
tions ? Yon must realise that sports teams
going out of India today carry 2 message of
good will. They are the biggest ambassadors
of the country. I can tell you with much
pride that I have walked behind my coun-
try's flag ten times, and cvery time we gather
in a big stadium, millions of people get up
and applaud and you feel proud because
India is a great country, but likewise we
would Jike 10 see that as our great contingent
marches in, our performances are equally
good, and it is upto the Federations and the
Government to see that we are given ade-
quate training and cqual opportunities with
the Sputnik countries to do our best. Other-
wise, our boys and girls are Dot getling a
fair deal.

I would like to say something about the
hockey match in Mexico. 1 saw India
play some matches and as a sportsman
I am quite prepared to say that Pakistan
had a better team than ours. I saw the two
countries play in scparate matches the same
day and 1 feel ashamed to say that, when we
have some of the finest men in India on our
hockey fields, due to lack of nutrition or lack
of training or proper leadership, our teams are
not able to perform well and a small country
like Pakistan has beaten us. 1 sincerely hope
that the training for the Munich Olympics
will start from now on and that the training
of the major teams will be taken up under
the dircct supervision of the Ministry of Edu-
cation. If that is not done, I am afraid We
will lose the battle altogether.

1 will repeat my reguest made sometime
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ago for a Ministry of Sports. When 1 say
that, I do not for a moment mean that the
hon. Minister is not capable of handling
sports, he is, but what I would like to say is
that there shou!d be a Ministry for sports
only and the job of that Ministry should be
1o see that sportsmen are trained in the coun-
try with the sole objective of raising the
physical standards of the people in our coun=-
Iry and to win prestige and glory for our
nation in the international field. If thercisa
separate sports Ministry with a Minister who
is himself a sportsman, 1 have no doubt that
within a very short period of time India will
be among the top ranking countries in the
world in sports.

I would also like to repeat my statement
made sometime ago about the sports Federa-
tion in the country. 1 have seen from my
personal experience that politics is coming in
the way of these sports Federations giving
our sportsman a propér chance !o come up.
All sorts of things come in the way,—politics,
communalism, casteism, regionalism and God
knows how many other things—of Indian
sportsmen making their mark. 1 fecl that wher-
ever the Government of India finds thata
Sports Federation has not measured up to
expectations, that Federation for the time
being should be taken over by the Government
of India.

I would like to come a to very controversial
point, and that is about India’s participation
in any international event in which South
Africa participates. As you know, at the
eleventh hour two teams were cancelled. The
first was the golf team and the second was
the shooting team and 1 believe that this is
going 1o be the fate of many more, including
the women's hockey team. As for as the
Federations are concerned, the best that they

can do isto try and use their influence on

the international bodies to keep South Africa
out, but it is not within their powers, with the
small vote that they have got, to exert their
influence to the extent of throwing out South
Africa. 1feel very strongly about apartheid
and I know perfectly well how my countrymen
are feeling, but 1 do realisc that unless we
are effective in throwing out South Africa, it is
completely nonsensical for India to keep out
of international sports. If we do that, it is not
India which i gaining a march, but it is South
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Africa which is winning. To give onc exam=
ple, there wiil be a world shooting champion-
ship next year in Japan. Suppose India trains
ten shooters to participate, all that South
Africa has to do is to send one tiny little boy
to participate and our entire team will be

withdrawn. Who is the loser 7 India, not
South Africa. Therefore, 1 feel that sports
and politics should be kept separate. I know
perfectly that this is a matter for decision at

the highest level not only for India but pro-
bably for the Asian and African countries as
well. T appeal to the Afro-Asian countries to
do some re-thinking on this. The Soviet
Union has been the strongest supporter of the
Afro-Asian countries in their fight against

apartheid. In spite of that U. 8. 8. R.
is participating in many of these competi-

tions where South Africa participates. Only
recently India withdrew its team from world
shooting championship for this reason. But

Soviet Union participated. So when countries
like the Soviet Union who feel strongly on
this subject are ‘prepared to keep sport and
politics separate, why cannot India ?

I should like to make a few observations
as | have collected information from various
sports federations. The gymnastic federation,
for instance, feel that the grants they receive
from the Government are not adequate. They
do not have enough facilities for getting the
right type of epuipment for their exercise and
the equipment that is manufactured in the
country is sub-standard. 1 feel that the hon.
Minister might like to consider this matter,
that industries that produce sports goods
should produce goods of high quality that are
equal to the best in the world.

Take the gquestion of womens hockey-
They feel that the foreign exchange problem
is coming in their way; that 1s the story with
almostall other sports organisations. They
feel that their main hurdle is lack of inter-
national competition and national competi-
tion within the country, this prevents the
standard of women’s hockey coming up to its
full stature. Girls like Avinash Sidhu, Prema
Saini and Annc Lumsden have made great
names for the country. India wonin 1962 the
competition in Ceylon and got third place im
1968 in the firg Asian Women's Hockey
Championship. These are not mean achieve-
ments for a country like .ours
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Take volley ball. Even they feel that they
need far more stadiums. For volley ball you
do not need too much land; it should be
possible for the Government to provide
adequate facilities for wolley ball stadiums.
They also feel that the funds that the Govern-
ment give to the volley ball federation are
not adequate. In the Asian volley ball
championship India got a gold medal in 1956.
This is not a mean achievement. It got 7th
position in the world. That is a good thing
for the volley ball.

In badminton also people feel the same
thing; scarcity of courts, scarcity of shuttle-
cocks—those made in India are not satis-
factory—and scarcity of bats. Therc are too
many restrictions and duties on the import
of sports equipment. Unofficially India ranks
second in badminton in the world. The ladics
team won the Asian Zone Uber cup in 1956-57
and 1959.60,

Now I shall refer to shooting Sports: [
have been very intimaiely connected with it.
Since shooting forms the sccond line of
defence in the country, with Pakistan and
China at our borders, 1 wery respectfully
request the hon. Minister to make an enquiry
into the State Trading Corporation cartridges
that are given to the National Rifle Associa-
tion of India. First and foremost, I should
say that the motivation behind the grant of
these cartridges by the Government of India
was excellent. The idea was that sports
should be promoted. Butas politics is in our
sports today, these cartridges are being utili-
sed, not so much for sport but for enrolling
more members. Every pezrson who becomes
a member of NRAI is given 150 or 200 cartri-
dges which ultimately find their way into
black market. The sportsmen who require
them for their training starve. By enrolling
more members certain groups of persons who
do not know the tail-end of the gun stay in
power and run the organisation. Therefore,
my respectful submission is that the STC
cartridges should not be given to the NRAI]
except when they are earmarked specifically
for sports. The memorandum and articles of
association of the NRAI lay down thatitis
for sport and not for shikar for killing partri-
dges and decr and animals.
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If you give these cartridges and particularly
the buckshot I would like you to make a note
of this the buckshot has also been imported,-
this is the position. The cartridge sells for may
bea rupee or two. But it sells in the black
market for Rs. 14, and everybody knows that
the buckshot is used only for destroying deer.
Therefore, I feel that the function of the
National Rifles Assooiation is to impart
training in the shooting sport, not in killing,
not in shikar; and the function of selling
cartridges to the shikaris is not that of the
National Rifle Association, but that of the
gun-shops. 1 think the gun-shops should be
given cartridges for that purpose. The
Mational Rifle Association should be given
cartridges for just the shooting sport.

Concluding my remarks, [ would only like
to say this much : that we can achicve a great
deal if we are dogged and determined in our
training programme. [ would like to see that
the hon. Minister sees six months ahead of
the olvmpics, decides as to who are the con-
testants who are going to represent the coun-
try. Then, feed them well, and clothe them
well and give them the best training under
the best coaches in the world, with one
determined desire that the Indian flag should
fly first and then the gold medals will pour
into India. T have no doubt that that kind of
talent is available. It needs a little bit of
co-ordination and a little bit of clearer
thinking. T do feel that if we continually
keep on dipping. it is humiliating for the
country and it is humiliating and frustrating
for the youth of this country. I would request
the hon. Minister to pay more attention to
this.

With these words, I conclude my
remarks, and I would request the Minister

+ and the hon. House to throw some light on

this sports policy.

SHRI H. N. MUKERIJEE (Calcutta North-
East) : Mr. Chairman, Sir, I am grateful for
the courtesy of the Chair in letting me speak
before my turn. I feel that as a member of the
All India Council of Sports,  owe it to this
house as well as to myself to participate in
this debate. I am very glad that our friend
Dr. Karni Singh has raised this discussion,
and though 1 differ from him in Tegard to the
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matter of South Africa and Apartheid, I
would not enter into an argument, and I
would leave it to the Minister to answer him.
But otherwise, Tam in general agreement
with the points that he has brought forward.

I need not stress how atheletics in general
are important for our life. Nayamaima Balahi-
nena Labhyaha, The soul is not to be achieved
by the weak. Nayamatma Pravachenena Labkyaha,
It cannot also be achieved by mere formula-
tions, and a few speeches in Parliament are
not going to do the tricks Even so. it is very
necessary 10 rémember that encouragement
to Indian sport which was largely offered by
princes and other privileged people in earlier
days is now no longer there. The state has
hardly been able to enter into the picture and
to fill the breach. As I have found out, things
still go on in a ding-dong and official way-
There is no acceleration in the country either
about the sports programme or about its imp-
lementation.

There is the All India Council of Sports
ostensibly advising the Ministry of Education.
There are State Councils of Sports which have
a certain area of jurisdiction. But there is
hardly any co-ordinated plan regarding play-
grounds for our pupils to be an essential part
of all our schools and colleges. There is no
co-ordinated plan, but only some accidental
grant of money for the construction of utility
stadia and that sort of thing, The All India
Council of Sports has held at least two sports
congresses, and there it was insisted that there
should be a national sports policy with priori-
ties properly fixed, and there was an idea
stressed by many of us that mass games like
football should have much more encouragment
than the more exclusive games which get just
as much assistance for the Government as
football happens to get.

There are also our own games, indigenous
inexpensive games like kabaddi, kho-kho, which
do not seem to be given the kind of encoura-
gement which we ought to give them. We
find also that sports bosses in the different
federations cling to office and the position has
deteriorated so much that 1 do not hesitate to
say that the Indian Hockey Federation has
become more a police set-up than a national
body. The result is, there is no attempt at
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finding out talent., Dr. Kami Singh was ab-
solutely correct. There is no search for talent
in differens parts of our country. Where
games are popular. there is no attempt to keep
it up at the proper level. Today for example,
there is a report that Edem Gardens in
Calcutta, which has the loveliest cricket pitch
in our country and is the pride of our sports-
men is falling to pieces and nothing Very
much is being dome about it. This position
will not be rectified till there is a very serious
effort to evove and implement a sports
policy.

Mass participation in sports is still a
dream. As [ said, not even a talent search has
taken place. There is, of course, the basic
Problem of the poverty of our people. Shor-
tage of protein in our food leads to blindness
as far as our children are concerned. How are
we going to get children who would be “athle-
tically strong enough ? We may get some
exceptionally few individuals like Chandgi
Ram. They are exceptional people who have
to fight the extraordinarily difficult conditions
of life in our country. They are naturally
very few and most of them are not necessarily
for no fault of their own top-class sportsmen
either. Therefore, it is very important that a
sports policy discussion necessitates, involves,
implies essentially a discussion of basic eco-
nomic policies. I remember in 1959 when I
had raised a discussion on sports, Shri
Ananthasayanam Ayyangar, who was in the
Chair, said, how can we have good sportsmen
because our people do not have enough food
to eat ? How are we going to substitute for
lack of food by merely a lot of training ? And,
we do not give them a lot of training either.
‘We do not try to do the best we can in our
present day circumstances. We shall not be
able to achieve world standards which a coun-
try like ours should achieve, unless we tackle
first things first, like ensuring a better life for
our people and a sense of belonging, so that
when our teams go abroad, they have a
mission of their own 1o accomplish. They are
ambassadors of India in foreign lards. That
sense of belonging does not happen to be
with our people. That sense of belonging to
one great country with a mission to fulfil is
is not there. That isa why we have to do
something.

‘We need not bother much about ‘interna-
L
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tional competition. A country like- the Soviet
Union, which today enjoys a near monopoly
of gold medals and competes with the United
States, which is top in the world, that country
for many long years was in hybernation. It
was trying to collect its strength. And, when
it came out, it came out in all glory and with
all majesty. We need not bother to much about
too many of international competitions. We
need not spend our precious foreign exchange
by participating in every footling little thing
anywhere in the world. Let us concentrate on
certain things. Let us make sure of mass
participation in sports. Let us make sure that
our children in schools and colleges get oppor-
tunities for athletic excellence. Let us make
sure that in our towns and cities utility stadia
and bigger stadia are there. Let us make sure,
if at all we can with the kind of Government
we have, that the people of our country have
a beller deal, better food and better living
conditions, that they do not suffer from
malnutrition, that we do not hear of the kind
of thing which takes place in our country-
poverty and the rest of it. That is the basic
answer to the problem. Without that, every=
thing would be pravachan,

ATTATHAT FITAT e
You cannot merely by formulating certain
I dies the achi of the soul.

SHRI KAMALNAYAN BAJAJ (Wardha):
Sir; I do not think this is a subject where
there can be any difference of opinion.
Itis well known that the sports fie!d in our
country is not as much encouraged as it
shoud be. Even the sportsmen are not assis-
ted as much as they should be. It is an open
secret which everybody knows. As Dr.
Karni Singh said, there is too much of politics
in our sports. [ would like to add that there
is too little of sportsmanship in our politics
and both are harming us.

18.30 hrs.
[SuRT K. N. TIWARI in the Chair]

If there is a little more of sportsmanship in
our politics, our country will be much better.
1 would suggest that every school and college
should encourage sporis. Now the entire
subject is left to the orincipal Or some commi-
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ttec of the school or college. Unless they
take real interest sports cannot be encoura-
ged.

While giving grants from the Centre or
even from the States, some condition should
be stipulaied that so much of the grant will
go for academic education and specific grants
will be reserved for sports. Arrangements
should also be made for feeding them
properly. Unless they are not fed properly
they cannot do exercises and take part in
sports. Yery often we find that they do
not get proper nourishing food.

I am sure that you must have heard of our
wrestlers who went to Scotland and came
first in the competition. They have publicly
complained that they were notjgiven fulljpocket
money. Whatever might have been the
moncy sanctioned by the government, they
say that they were not properly looked after
and they were not properly fed. We do not
know whether any inquiry has been made
into the matter. Whenever sports teams go
abroad there are similar complaints from the
participants, and they voice them when we
meet them outside. 1 would suggest that
in future whenever teams are going abroad
the pocket money in foreign exchange should
be given tothe individual participants in-
stead of entrusting it to the managers. Collec-
tive expenses allowed for the team may be
eutrusted to the Manager.

In the 1936 Olympiad in Berlin the Olym-
piad Committee had invited all the nations
to participate in an exhibition of rural
games of their countries. It was not a compe-
titive item but an exhibition of rural games.
The Indian team demonstrated Atya-Patia,
Kho-kho and Hu-tu-tu. 1was a humble
member of that team. We exhibited these
Indian rural games in Berlin and we stood
second among the 35or 40 nations which
participated at that time. The Olympiad at
that time was looking forward for rural games
from other countries which could be inter-
nationalised which would be less expen-
sive, which would take less space. It is my
grievance that the Indian Government and
our Ambassadors abroad have not taken it
up seriously so that our rural games can be
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internationalised. I do not bother the Euro-
pean or American countries adopt them but
50 far as Asia and Africa are concerned, there
are many games which we can adopt from
them and there are many of our games
which will be popular with them.

1 endorse the suggestion of Dr Karni
Singh that there should be a separate Minis~
try for Sports. If there is a Ministry solely
looking after this work, it will take more
interest in the subject and sports will be
encouraged and so the health of the people

will improve. It will also create a sense of
fellow-feeling  and amiability among
the people. Today there is so much of ani=

mosity and, if anything, politics has made it
worse. So,we should do something to take
our people out of this and that work could be
done better if thore is a separate Ministry of
Sports to which sufficient funds should be
allotted.

Those who go abroad should be kept in
discipline. Very often they go out and return
very late in the night even though they have
to practise and participate in the competition
matches the next day morning. That should
not be tolerated. Indiscipline and that kind
of behaviour, whether inside the game or
outside, should be severely dealt with. 1f all
these things are done, 1am sure sports will
be a great success in our country and it will
contribute to the welfare of the youth of our
country.

SHRI K. P. SINGH DEO (Dhenkanal) :
Mr: Chairman, 1am really thankful to Dr.
Karni Singhji for having brought up this very
important subject although 1 wouid like to
start on a different note from his approach.

Although the spirit of the Olympics is not
how many medals you win or whether you
stand first or not but how you play the game
and conduct yourself, never the less it still
remains a fact that the medal positionisa
definite criterion and reflection of the stan-
dard of sports as compared to other countries.
Keeping this in view we will have to come to
the sad conclusion that although we havea
population of 337 million, we have stood
first from the bottom of the medal list com-
pared to many of the tiny countries which
have a fraction of our population.
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For that we must ponder over where the
shoe pinches and what is the malady. Isit
because of'the faults of our sportsmen or
is it because there is something wrong with
our sports policy ? Have we given enough
facilities and inputs so thit we will expect
international standards among our sportsmen ?
Have we given them the proper coaching and
training ? Have we looked after their nutri-
tion ?

For all these you will get the'answers in the
debates, discussions and the various cpmmi-
ttees which had been formed and which had
submitted their reports, starting from the
discussion in Parliament on 8th December,
1960, by Shri Hiren Mukerjee after our defeat
in the Rome Olympics when we lost the gold
medal in hockey.

Dr. Karni Singhji tried for two years and
today he has been successful to raise the dis-
cussion again, again after losing the gold
medal in Mexico in hockey. So, we see that
history has a way of repeating itself and we
are waking up only after we have lost the
gold medal in hockey which was our mono-
poly. Ido not know whether the dislike of
the monopoly, which we so wax eloguent
upon in this House, finds a reflection in the
sports field also.

The Sarin Committee which had four
famous captains and hockey internationals—
Major Dhyan Chand, Balbir Singh, K.D.
Singh and Charanjit Singh—have strongly
indicated and given the same reasons which
had been given for the 1960 Olympics. This
just goes to show and prove that we do not
want nor do we have the sense to learn from
our mistakes which we did a decade back.

We see in the press and also in the present
Asian Games squad to Bangkok the inter-
ference of politics in sports. Professor Hiren
Mukerjee had pointed out in 1960 the case of
Bal Kishen Singh Grewal, who was left at the
airport, and someone else was substituted,
Now I do not know whether it was the pre-
ssure of a Cabinet Minister or somebody else
but there is a particular gentleman, Shri
Jarnail Singh, who did not qualify but who
has now found for himself a seat in Bangkok.
1do not think that he is even going to com-
pete because he dm.not come up to the
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required standard. I hope, the hgn. Minister
will enlighten me on this subject about Shri
Jarpail Siogh. God knows for which event
he has been admitted or whether he is goiog
to take part at all.

Then, we have had the various All India
Sports Congresses which met and gave valu-
able suggestions. Then, there was an ad hoc
committee in 1959 which had also given very
useful suggestions. 1 would like to know to
‘what extent the Government has been able to
implement or take note of those suggestions.
If they have taken steps, why is.it that in spite
‘of taking those steps as suggested, our sports
are still in the doldrums as compared to the
international standard ?

A few days back in the Consultative

‘Committee attached to the Ministry of Educa-
tion, the hon. Minister was gracious enough
to give me an answer in regard to the sports
‘policy. Sir, It is mot just enough to enunciate
antl formulate a policy and just to hand over
lakhs of rupees to the Sports’ Federations and
to the State Sports’ Councils which are at the
moment not run by sportsmen but are run
by decadent doddering old fossils who have
never seen a football field or a cricket field
except at the time when they go to inaugurate
a match. These are the people who handle
sports in the country.

MR. CHAIRMAN : The hon. Member
may try to conclude now.

SHRI K. P. SINGH DEOQ : There are some
very important points that 1 want to make.
This is a very rare occasion. 1 do not think
we will get another opportunity. It con-
cerns my generation,

In this background, I would like to urge
that the Government can play their role effec-
tively and can act as a catalystic agent by
introducing physical education in the curri-
cula. It is by doing this and by formulating
a uniform sports policy and ensuring that
sports’ bodies must be run by those who are
devoted to sports, who are actual sportsmen,
who are professionally qualified tobe in
those bodies, that you can run the sports well
vis-a-vis the training, the planning, the pro-
motion and development of sports.

Regarding physical education, this is noth-
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ing new in the world of sports, all the major
sporting countries of the world have physical
education right from the school stage. Itis
at this impressionable stage and age that you
can really make an impact. That is why I
urge upon the hon. Minister to take the help
of the NCERT and also the Institute of
Applied Manpower Research to see that physi-
cal education can be included in the curricula
and to tap the vast Tesources that we have
in our rural youth and to see that our school,
college and university students get a chance
to don the colours of the country in interna-
tional and national sports.

Since the time is very short, I would like
to make only one or two points more. In
the last three years, ever since ] have come
to Parliament, | have been taking up the
cause of rowing. This is the only event from
the 21 Olympic events which is not yet recog-
nised in India in spite of the fact that we have
some world-class oarsmen among whom Sam
Mariman Medora even with a crippled leg
after a rowing accident reigned supreme in
the whole of South-East Asia from 1954 to
1965. He was not given any recognition nor
even the Arjuna award or any such recogni-
tion for the only reason that rowing does not
have an all-India body.

In the Report of the ad hoc Committee
on Games and Sports of 1959, it has been
mentioned that although boxing did not have
an all-India federation, three boxers were
sent to Helsinki Olympics and they got one
silver and two bronze medals. 1t is by giv-
ing a chance to them lo participate in olym-
pics and other international competitions
that they can show their full mettle. So,
1 would urge upon the hon. Minister to see
that rowing is given due recognition because
this in one sport in which we can really show
our mettle. At the moment, the Lake Club
of Calcntia have one crew, whose average age
is 18 in the Amateur Rowing Association of
the East Regatta. They have been the
champions of South-East Asia for the
last two consecutive years. At the moment,
the Regatta is going on at Poona, Iam per-
fectly sure they get a hat-trick.

Before concluding, 1 would like to say
that when we are going to have the cente-
pary cricket celebrations, the great Indian
cricketeer Shri Ranjit Singhji..........
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MR. CHA!RMAN : I am sorry, the hon.
Member should conclude now.

SHRI K. P. SINGH DEO : I do not want
to repeat things which have already been
said by Dr. Karni Singh as far as politics
in sports and our attitude to South Africa is
concermed. [ fully agree with what Dr.
Kami Singh has said. As a member of the
N. R, A.l. and as a member of the Indian
‘Wild Life Board, [ would like to say that the
Indian Board of Wild Life in various sugges-
tions and recommendations to the Govern-
ment have always recommended that shois
higher than No. 4 should be banned in
India. Yet the N. R. A. I are giving LGs,
S8Gs and BBs and these find their way into
the hands of poachers and other dubious
elements. And they are having a rollicking
time destroying our wild life. So, T will
urge upon the Government that now that
there is Governor’s rule in Bengal and every-
thing seems to be under their control, they
will see that the Eden Gardens which is one
of the best cricket ficlds in the whole of
Asia and one of the best in the world is not
turned into a free-for-all in which football,
hockey, cricket and every game under the sun
is being played. It should be maintained as
acricket field and especially simce it bears
the name of Ranjit Stadium after the name
of that great cricketeer whose centenary falls
in 1972.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Mr. Bal Raj
Madhbok.

SHRI S. M. BANERIJEE : Please give us
chance to speak also, Sir. We are prepared
to sit till 7:30,

MR. CHAIRMAN : We¢ are not going 1o
sit. The whole difficulty is that the staff is
put to inconvenience and people are put to
inconvenience. They come early. At least
you see that we finish within the time aliot-
ted. We should not take much time beyond
that.

SHRI SHIVA CHANDIKA PRASAD
(Jamshedpur) : Then why did you allow the
House to continue after 6 ?

MR. CHAIRMAN : Sometimes we have
to be a little considerate.
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SHRI S§. M. BANERIEE : Only half an
hour more, Sir. Nothing more. When we are
discussing =sports, I expect you to be most
sporting.

oft weraw wetw (2feor fasedt): -
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HZT AT 1w, wreg A, foeee fowel,
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T #1401 gT BT F e, g W
¥ FET TW SRILHF W@ T, AT
M 7 Fdga gEw ar am few
fram Iwg Y @ear g faeet
FET AT 39 I G & HeAT AT dETS
wge § m fmafmm wt gw &)
Ao @eF i oy §1 o s g
g T fooom @Y o aw W @
ST F1 arana ag dav fear sl
qa a% ag sy 4gT @ev | faw gfear &
FriElaA 91 agw e #< faar g ug
fag feaqr &1 A GF T AW
e &1 TTE FATT FT FHIANAT §T ML
#, gt 8z § 9T fo wra § wasw Al
gud g w1 I SeareT §fwg

gadt S —at @ § fomd Foe i
T 3 ! AEW@E | UF & WS-
faafor 1| maew fegeam &1 Iwdr @i
i § &R areefaator oF s @i
21 gad AT ¥ agT § AW St awT & )
gafau a5 fag fad cam 3 =nfgo )

ot eftzg qiferlt F AT A o w2
- Hz wawire & faan, &Y SEF qg1 § 1 IH
721 & f5 g s argana fear ar ga
gqar fean, afFr g qam sgam w
Ll

The ultimate factor is not money. The
ultimate factor is the man. What kind of
people are you putting there ?
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afer eieddiafor  feafz o @i
o 3 ® aeey FiwaA ¢ A Aeaa
A A AT ETE ) WA TAE )
o €91 oAt AG war Az ArwAd wv
g quar W gl Jrwr & o UH
AR § T AT @ IqF W F N
w5 & wfve aoX 2w & @iwdd avw
1 Su% fau 1 araws d s 2w ¥ amae
enzdiafog & feafee dar &), 20 & dar
% TR g3 fEar WT #IX g
5% fag ow gfifae #fa @ faed
fis izd 3w # qA7 A%

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BASU (Diamond
Harbour) : If my hon. friends in this House,
including Dr. Karai Singh to whom I am
thankful for having raised this discussion,
are expecting the Government to do any-
thing, may l caution them by saying that
they are building castles in the air ? They
have failed in every sphere of life,

SHRI KAMALNAYAN BAJAJ : But
not in enlisting the support of my hon.
friend’s party.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BASU : The youth
of this country .is most neglected, not to
speak of the off springs of the peasants, wor-
kers and the slum—dwellers in big cities.
Today, the youth is not only neglected, but
he isthe greatest suspect that Government
bave before them. Physical fitness in this
country is ver¥ rare. 1 have kmown that
to garland the late Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel's
statue, they had 10 ask the Chief of Army
Staff toclimb and garland it. because there
was no Congressman worth his name and
worth his physical fitness who could climb
the ladder with a strong nerve and garland it.

There is no food, no house, no education
and no employment for the youth. 1 have
known brilliant footballers getting tuberculo-
sis due to maloutrition, because they do not
get enough diet to compensate for the loss
of the energy that fuotball takes out of them.

Today, we hear in India that an average
man consumes nothing more than 36 paise
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worth of things perday as a result of 23
years of golden rule by the Congress. So,
why are we talking about sports in this
country ?

By international standards, we are far
below. If you togotoa foreign country,
they will take your weight and height and
then they will ask you whether you are an
Asian or a Westerner. This is becauvse there
are two standards. For everything. there
are two standards. We are physically low,
and we have made ourselves lower during
the last 23 years. So. let us not talk about
SpOrLs.

Sports schemes are a great need for the
youth. They build character. But excepting
for a lew privileged people, it is inaccessible
to millions and billions of our youth. In
town and country planning in this country,
the whole set up works only for the sharks
of land speculators. In big cities, a young
man does not know even a small place where
he can stretch and play etc.

We are entertaining foreign tourists in
this country, but our Indian explorers can-
not get any privilege from this Government.
1 know that in numerous cases this has
been so.

There is too much politics in sports. Can
you imagine that for the Indian Football
Association, they have chosen Shri Atulya
Ghosh as the Chairman, a man who is hardly
mobile ? The reason is that they couid not
do anything else; for, if they did not take Shri
Atulya Ghosh as the Chairman, then they
would be obstructed at every step, and so.
they had to take him. Today, in games and
sports, there are more non-playing masters
than playing ones. They manage everything,
because otherwise, they would not be able to
move.

About the conduct of the Government
with regard to the National Fitness Corps,
may I say that this Ministry has messed up
the whole thing with regard to the people who
have rendered such good service, because they
have damaged their morale and they are in an
awful mess 7 The same is the case with the
NCC. There, their cffort can be compared
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to adrop in the ocean. So, what sports do
you expect this government to encourage and
organise ? They are nothing but a bundle of
failures. The Government must reveal their
mind, confess their lapses and failures and
tell us in this House today what they
have in mind for the future. especially
for the non-privileged variety of vouth which
surrounds all of us today.

19 hrs.

SHRI A. SREEDHARAN (Badagara) : |
am not a sporisman. So 1 have the advan-
tageof looking at sports from a layman's
point of view. Dr. Karni Singh is a very emi-
rent sportsman. He catalogued the achieve-
ments of India here.

When you consider the population of India
and the resources we can mobilise, if there is
sense with the Government at the Centre for
the development of sports, our achievements
are far below the standard and we have to
travel by leaps and bounds to touch world
standards.

Asfar as | can see, Indian sports and
games have four basic defects. One is the
exclusive character of our sports and games.
Secondly, we have not developed the rural
genius in sports; we have not gooe 1o the
heart of the people to develop sports which
have come down to us through the corridors
of centuries, which have been Handed down
to us by gencrations of people who have gone
before us. The third defect is the paucity of
finance and the fourth is favouritism, politics
and regionalism which are seeping down into
the bottom of sports. These four defects have
to be fought. The exclusive charater of spons
has to go. The Report of the Committee on
Physical Education says :

“The proportion of studentstaking
part in games varies from 5 to 20in
universities and 3 to 15 in colleges.™

That shows how lamentable backward we
are in the development of sports. Our Indian
sports and games should asquire a mass
character. Sportmen from all categories of
people, particularly from the villages and
rural arcas, should be encouraged to partici~
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pate in events at various

levels,

competitive

As for paucity of finance, I do not think
this Government attaches any importance to
the encouragement of sports and games.

We are standing at the cross-roads of
history. There is a cenflict of generations on.
The old generation is going to be pushed out
of the sphere of politics and other spheres and
the new generation is going to take over, How
to train them and equip them to fit them into
the new scheme of things is a probiem that
must concern all.

Finally, | come to the question of regiona-
lism. Regionalism in sports has come to
such an extent that merit is not recognised in
sports. To cite an inswaance, a vollew-ball
tournament was held in Kurukshetra Univer-
sity in December 19 last year—an inter-univer-
sity meet. There was a team of women from
Kerala who were the winners the previous
year. They had come to participate in it. What
was their experience 7 Here is a Times of India
report which [ will quote :

“Crackers and stones were reported to
have been thrown at the girls after they
had refused to play. Asa result one
girl was injured.”

When the girls went back to Kerala, they gave
an interview to the local press in which they
said : ‘Thank God our lives are saved and at
last we have returned”, The Punjab University
team also had 1o withdraw. The Haryana
team had also to withdraw because they were
not allowed to pariicipate.

Instances like this strike at the very root
of sportsmanship; they completely negative
the development of sports in this country.

I would request the hcn. Mimster to
inquire into these incidents. Those who
throw crackers and stones at girls who had
come from as far away as Kerala to take
part in certain sports and games deserve o’
be publicly whipped. Unless an example is
set in this matter. uniess people behave
properly, thefe can be no congenial atmos-
phere conducive to the development of
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sports and games. Our sports and games
need a new orientation, a new 1o‘ok. 1 hope
Government will rise to the occasion at this
late hour at least,

= Tty g (Ugaw) : JgadA
Ae1Rg, & 2o wuil fag o &1 a2t AWER
£, I%ia za feewwa a1 agt avw< 7 fad
29 Y afew e1zd %1 a3t fagwa 71 8
FFFA ¥ VAT I GUA AGT HEAT
Trgan, fak ow-2t A ot AT AEar
£ 1 2 WIZH F qTRU A F AL B,
A G ¥ F A § 1w a3l
argr gm A ¥ gu F—wEraS A
st o gaA @2 Algr ¥ fe o aqw
ﬁa.ﬁuagf#r@m%mm, L CilE
FET 91 | FER gavaEr fawen § o
At §—aT g iy & 9§, azaR
A Ay § A TS HAA ¥ oagly
drit & AT §, @il ¥ wed gl
g w At e gt g, sl A e
2 8, gfwmat gidt €, s & gwmay
2 €1 & fogw fadt auwax d@tar o &
Zeh # AT 1, agl @rdr ¥ d7 @y g,
el a5 §99 99 AT §, X F dA-
fa a¥ oF @97 § 1 99UHEl ¥ gAived
g EfmE g W oand & &R
Mgz €AF) GEIATRS FX, FEAW 2 A
TARY AET SaATET AXEH g A §

weE o & 3% wgr §—agl Fiwal
% fou feeelt cefafag wa & & e &1
t Suw aga Seae q@r g Tt fawen
= 8 g9 a1 e foar §, @i
a1z 353 gfeqat 953 &1 T = &
12214 gra & a=¥ ggE A Mee-dEw
fomr, & g8 ¥ aT am alt & sEwr
arm Ay Agar £ 1wl sar Afafom
Fraar ¢ & %2 @i A8 @ oawar {6 w5
Taanz ¥ |f tEr ww ad e faed
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T Gane fad gl T -
ATRS §TAT AfZCN

st feeett & fovar man @, dar anx
WA at R gfwro i i g,
Tl gt wd & fafeex §, % g o
I w8 TIEHEA § 1 g H O §,
afeq ot Ny qwt wrfze, g A @@
ARy sea @ a@ R ¢ fs
QR @ 9% W I | g a8 ™
ATl } oA gATC TITEAT qrgT WA
AR 3% g A% aafe 7@ Zar 2
A% tHF AT H wLeHz ol fzar ar, maw
ALY A TaF AT F ERTAQ § ar ag)
N1 9T g ART FOAT AR YA § Al
IEF AAY IAT WG @T Ad g | Te
Hog an af A1 gEw JA9T eqrzEnal
% w9 @A | SR 9T gl o o9 @
ql Jt A198 A Fr wifew @ o g
afs &1 e 9w o1, g2 @@l
ATUH §T@ & | 12T g T q9w I
3d €, 9g IAMET Ag! al |rg |ra
% e ez @i aw & fag dar ad
qr, agi & F0 F Fog F@ fwe
giadt ot —za ag Fad gar &
ZAR W A T9Eq & FU 4G §, A|@AOA
doem & Wl ua & A faar S
&, TR qgl == W SE oF A g
MEHT §, TG-29, FEg-Tag aiq  foe &1
3% fag o1 @wesr & & 94 g &
foq swear fwar arar @, sad gt @A
& #ifF gAU 9gmA  gEES 9 A
gy E & A1 wsHE FWE
Hfem I wgs & woww ag g fe oA
GIFIT Y SHRT ¥ SHIIT TETEE §4T
afg 1 fem a@ g at cam® Faar g
fraziar e d qifafem sm M &, =@
Fa AT Fos ozl 1 fow s
S o, 0% d39T Y —garqEE ar T q
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Tt qm o, faffe gmg 3 sEd
TR A A of, AN a9 qv a2 5
famraa =t faan, age@te ggwam At @t
@ T A FHCF A7 A, § W @y
T | ag St 3 g R

PRANY Fvo AWl N
T ], a2 Prae ¥ famfedl 91, sagar
e arel #, gier a1 w0 g g
waforg & srgar § fr wod soar g
faar ora, w3 fag sarer & saar e
oetde fblr amd, R ® sET 8w
fFacgmiaaialeg o QO aw
7 ofmm %, vamer ¥ sarr a=v &4 #§
faear & 1

aumfa wEiea, 9@ A AR =d
§feemr 83 omar @ &t form qwg @W
gfaar wag F3 a3 & ol g9
oz #§ FOW @AV AT, WMT ¥ IJAHT
am fr snar &, s TR 9w W
F1E qgaard g ®C 1T & §1 §EY S99
1 & A 7 g, afew g § g
w1 A4 81 wman §, gfar § e A WA
77 ! 8, Tvwa § ST e ferar amar
& 1 wafeg § swean § fe gw st gt
g7 1 fee & faga w1, 398 fao
7 fad wozw fad o afes v el
AW R @ AR E IfE s g fE
I F=5 A 9¢, Fa-far awifAsmm
¥ 5@ &9 S AT q9TE a1 qGT I &
F g g geF ¥ fAw awa § N
o fe &q ot awasT F1 W1 OB ==
g%y §—afew wd fag gar gar arfen
1T MRz FT FELEE AT ARy |

SHRI S. M. BANERJEE :1I rise to
support the sentiments expressed by Dr.
Karpi Singh. I must congratulate him for
pursuing this matter thus and bring a dis-
cussion on the floor of the House. We require
proper training. India is rich in talents. My
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hon. friend Mr. Balraj Madhok may be

allergic..us-.
s

SHRI BAL RAJ MADHOK :I am not
allergic.

SHRI S. M. BANERIJEE : India has
produced Md. Nissar, C. K. Naidu and
Amar Singh some of the best players in the
cricket world. We beat the Jardine Eleven
in the thirties with 111 runs. Nissar took six
wickets for 69 runs. We had some of the
best winners in the cricket world. At that
time we could never imagine that our cricket
standard would go down. I am hopeful on
secing people like Bedhi and Joshua Patel
and others that India will come up again.
What has happened ? There is no proper
training. Australia which was far behind in
hockey came up to world class. Who trained
them to attain that status? Tapsell and
Galibaldi who were our national Pplayers in
Olympic games. Unfortunately we could not
retain them in our country for training
purposes. They had to go to Australia. There
should be proper coaching and training
arrangements. The talents of adivasis should
be used in hockey. I represented Chota-
Nagpur twice in Hockey. Those people are
under-fed and under-nourished. Still they
have so much breath. Unfortunately our
footballers could not keep their breath for
ninety minutes. When the time was only 60
minutes, it was all rightt When it was
increased to ninety minutes, it has become
horrible for them. The Taj Club of Teheran
played for ninety minutes recently and still
they were happy. But some of our players
were gasping for breath. We want more
vigour. Our people should be given good
food and properly trained. There should be
tenacity. 1 asked the world table tennis
champion Jhonny Leech when he came to
India for how many hours they practised.
Last year when the Japanese came, they
were the world champions. I asked them also :
how many hours did you practise ? They said :
eight hours. Do we do so? We have to spe-
cialise in things. We do not specialise even in
politics. If the Government are sincere they
can improve things. Political hat trick should
not be there. I fully support that there should
be a sports Minister. [ hope that India’s
pame will again go ufd Let ds free sports
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[Shri S. M. Banerjee]
from politics; if at all there ts politics, let
it be sportsmanlike politics.

st frr Wz B (wga) . awwfa
t, @it fadsrr & &« ox W
ST faar a1 1 g FAEY TEval F EE
@ awl AgE g fs @ AlEEt
F aAIQATT TN wr s AFE
ITFL FEATE @4l | A2 qgAr Oiev
W 1 & AP geaiw saer @«
qTE 9w AU @ A fF k) aw w6
w3 & A gF7 N geaw §  fao=ed
B i1dgiwaw gl g § A
AT qEAT AT § Feardr F1 A G |
a1g ARy g a1 e ag AfEa A @
F g o= gaar a1 B8R W aT
fare e s @t g8 od & A
AAE! § FTRIAT T 9F IS AT Y
BIEF GAT, § 45 A 46 ¥ @ 39 aOH
A7 feoreedt g FAE 1 F FHEAQ
a1 ff A & q1g T Gl A1 awE
grit dfea S f5 gat ftaa & aeq
qEgsl H g A AT WIE S aw
gaarad § W g AW AT W@Wre
AR & g SifEw gA afge 4 fF
adt #1 o fadm #T guy 2@ gfe-
fama gl w1, s are § fomr fdan
T, Jaw! Seagd foear ofea g am
gl g 1 ame A § f g9 # geamw
goa ¥ affq amdw 7 geaw w1 Tw
Y srex Tar AfeT IwT ag gea g
& 1 oy 2N A gt ardr ) -, ST
9% 0F qEF I g, qu Az
gEA EET & | IR A ¥ Qo § fame
gar @r dffT SRR FmEw Femam
TaFT 1 3GHT AT §A ST | 6 qE
¥ amdFr #, @rgs qreg swdsr §
us & Afsal §, Ia&! IJ@wT 9 aga
g st ¥few o 1 o ow
Aifas s fome &1 1 S ST ga
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gt Wt sl & a Afew dR afge
o SfFT 7 a@ @ g @, S g
FA AN &7 wgl v q gawr W £
sreavew Ag) faar 7av | o 7A@ gwg @Y
w0 fr g &2 fF g, geam A fode
FAR W A €1 Fag AR 4w *
TF AT AT § | Afe gaw garfes
gd ol & Afy afeaare st afge @t
ag A8 aferare A ) g W @
aT JifT @ 1 g 3W AN T
A {diform @ § fmar g 3w
w1 &is fenfomar wri—os  gwitallx
zaw ¢ wifar | 3w § T | fegmm
F1 A Qua feay av 1 a7 g goen
fegram ar ) &t Fwc ¥ gE fafe
¥ 7 Sfaw S o wF fggam &
arm Qo frar | 3ff e d et |
g 20 #t Sfaesr @ ¥ #1E A Fmam
gt fear 1. (smamA)...@ @ fag
sedl g1 omar @ fF @RI oEaeEd &t
At @y fogd oo dise W @
..(suEm=), . 210 Fuil fog &t s@d v
T § 1...(coqEme) .. 61X WA 48 a9
fem oe 5 g, geam, fde aiw
% gaifeas gardt #ar Afa O sfge
arfF s &l & a § W gWw S0 A
F|asN

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION AND
YOUTH SERVICES (SHRI BHAKT
DARSHAN) : Mr. Chairman, Sir, [ am
deeply thankful to all the Honourable Mem-
bers of this House, who have partcipated in
this discussion, and 1 am more than satisfied
that the level of the discussion has been
very high. We have greatly benefited by it.

I am especially indebted to Dr. Karni
Singh who initiated this discussion this
evening. He is a renowned sportsman of our
country; and I may be permitted to pay my
personal tribute to him in these words : he is
a sportsman among the princes and heisa
prince among the sportsmen.
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Sir. a number of issues have been raised,
and many useful suggestions have been made.
I could have fully explained the position, if
the time at my disposal was quite enough,
but the paucity of time stands in my way;
and I would, therefore, tryto deal with a
few major points that have been raised
today. I assure all the hon. Members that
all the points that they have made today
will be looked into immediately, personally
by me, and the necessary information will
be supplied to the Members concerned.
Further, 1 will also try to send all these useful
sugBestions both to the Indian Olympic
Association and the concerned Mational
federations of the various sports organisa-
tions.

Sir, before 1 proceed further, let me dis-
pose of two important points which have
been raised by Dr. Karni Singhji. One was
about the creation of a Ministry of Sports,
As he is aware, this is the function and the
privilege and prerogative of the Prime Minis-
ter, and 1cannot eXxpress any opinion about
it. But he will agree with me that recently
the designation of this Ministry has already
been changed from the Ministry of Education
to the Ministry of Education and Youth Ser-
vices. And youth services must naturally inclu-
de sports. Without sports, there cannot be any
youth scrvice at all. So, his aim and his object
has been served to some extent; butif he
still wants to take it up, let him take it up
with the Prime Minister, who is the final
arbiter ip this matter.

Sir, about his plea for our parftici-
pation even in those sports events in which
South Africa has been participating, I am
very Sorry that I cannot agree, because this
is one of the basic tenets of our fereign policy.
We have always stood steadfast to our ideals
and oposed the principle of apartheid not
only in the UN but in all walks of life. Dr.
Kami Singhji-surely knows that when an all-
white cricket team was to be sent to England,
we raised our voice of protest, which was
joined by several other countries and we
succeeded in making at least the Common-
wealth Games a success. Otherwise, they
could pot have been held atall. 1 would,
therefore, beg of him not 10 press it. Let him
carry the Government and the people with
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him. It is not impossible that at some future
date, if better sense prevails and South Africa
reverses its policy of apartheid, there may be
no question of our dissociating from them
at all.

Sir, at the very outset, let me make the posi=
tion of the Ministry clear in as few words as
possible. We are only promoters of sports,
not controllers” of sports. Our policy is one
of non-interference in the internal matters of
all sports organisations. We want to leave
them free as far as possible, But we come
into the picture, if the country’s honour is
involved. And when gross blunders or
bunglings are reported, natrually we have to
step in. Otherwise, we leave them free.

I admit that considering the size and the
population of our country, we are not spend-
ing sufficient money on sports, but I will give
some figures to show that our allocations have
been increasing gradually. While in the first
Plan, there was practically no allocation at all
under the head v'sports’ in the central sector,
in the Second Plan, Rs. 1'75 crores were
allotted for this purpose., In the Third Plan.
it was raised to Rs. 2'16 crores, and in the
current Fourth Plan, Rs. 475 crores have
been allotted. We are ourselves not satis-
fied with this allocation, but hon. members
will agree with me that we have been succeed-
ing to some extent, though not fully, in our
attempt. Hon. members will realise that this
is the allocation under the Central Sector only.
For the States, there are separate Provisions,
but 1 have not got those figures with me just
now.

T will just give the break-up as to how we
propose to spend the money at our disposal
in the Fourth Plan. Rs. 48 lakhs are reserved
for grants to the National Sports Federations.
Rs. 55 lakhs are reserved for helping the State
Sports Councils for building wility stadia,
coaching camps, rural sports centres, swimms=
ing pools, flood-lighting of grounds and indoor
stadia. Rs. 35 lakhs are reserved for the
Nationa! Institute of Sports at Patiala and the
National Coaching Scheme. I am happy that
the National Institute of Sports at Patiala is
doing quite a good job. Shri Madhok referred
to the Indian Mouhtaineering Foundation.
We have provided R.s) 65 lakhs for it. For
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the sports complex of the capital, the original
provision was Rs. 75 lakhs. But after discu-
ssions with the Planning Commis sion and the
Finance Ministry, it has now been raised to
. Rs. 16429 lJakhs.

Coming to the Sports Talent Scholarship
Scheme, | am glad that Dr. Karni Singhji
himself has praised this new scheme. I am
glad to say that Rs. 16'80 lakhs have been
provided for this new scheme. We will give
400 scholarships of the value of Rs. 25 per
month each to school students, who show
efficiency in state level competitions. Simi-
larly, 200 scholarships annually have been
provided of Rs. 50 per month each to school
students for efficiency in national level com-
petitions. Since they have been introduced
only this year, their results will be known
only after sometime.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BASU : This is the
sum total of your contribution to the aspiring
youths ?

SHRI BHAKT DARSHAN : This year we
have provided Rs. 150 lakhs to the Mational
Sports Organisation of universities and colle-
ges. There are four important divisions of
this scheme—appointment of coaches with 75
per cent assistance, development of physical
facilities like sports pavilions etc., organisation
of coaching camps and awards of ‘Sports
Talent® Scholarships.

I will specially invite the attention of the
Hon’ble Members to three schemes. One is
the grants to State Sports Councils, specially
for Rural Sports Centres. Many hon. Members
have stressed the importance of finding out
young men and women from rural areas. We
have ear-marked some amount for it and we
are working out a scheme. . 1 hope that some
good results will follow out of it.

AN, HON. MEMBER : What about tribal
areas 7

SHRI BHAKT DARSHAN : All rural
aréas, including tribal and adivasi areas and
the hill areas, from which I come, will be
included in this scheme. I hope that this
scheme will contribute something in bringing
forth fresh talent.
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I agree with Shri K. P. Singh Deo and
some other hon. Members that our State
Sports Councils are not functioning satis-
factorily. Except in Rajasthan, Delhi and
one or two other States, they are almost sleep-
ing in other States. They are not availing
of the facilities that are being offered to them
inspite’of the fact that we have publicised
our schemes. We have also convened zonal
meetings in the East and the West and shortly
we are going to have a meeting of the Sou-
thern and Northern zones also. However, éven
though we are requesting them to avail of
these facilities, they are not doing it.

The second important scheme is the Sports
Talent Scholarship Scheme. Dr. Karni Singhji
has also praised it. As the phrase goes—
“catch them young”, we are finalising a
concrete scheme and we hope that some good
results will follow from this scheme.

The third is the Nationa! Sports Organisa-
tion for universities and colleges. Sportsmen
also get aged after sometime. So, we have
to get yourg men and women from the
colleges and universities. This scheme is being
worked out through the UGC and the Inter-
University Board. But I am sorry to inform
the House that we are ourselves not satisfied
with the results so far, as it has not made
much headway. We therefore, are calling a
meeting of the Advisory Committee. We are
also proposing to hold an all-India Seminar,
in which all the universities would be repre-
sented and a new push would be given to the
movement in the universities.

Sir, I agree with all the friends, who took
part in the discussion that our performance in
international events has not been up to the
marks According to me, the main reason
has been lack of stamina and physical fitness,
Even m the case of hockey, which is our prize
and coveted game our players have failed at
the last crucial moments. 1 think that itis
stamina and physical fitness that counts in
the long run. Therefore, there is urgent
necessity for looking into this matter. 1 am
happy that Shri K. P. Singh Deo referred
to this. We will examine this aspect.
There was an Advisory Board for Physical
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Education for some years, but it was allowed
to lapse.

Then there has been in existence an All
India Council of Sports for some years. It
has done commendable work’ under its dis-
tinguished Presidents, to whom I would like
to pay my tribute on this occasion. We have
almost invariably followed their advice and
implemented it. One of the distinguished
members of the now defunct All India Coun-
cil of Sports was Shri Hiren Mukerjee who
used to take a good deal of interest in it.

After much consideration, we have decided
toset upa new organisation, called “the
National Council of Sports and Physical
Education™; and I hope that this will meet
with the desires of the hon. Members of this
House to a great extent. While the Union
Education Minister will be its Chairman, all
the Education Ministers or the Ministers~in-
charge of sports and physical education in
the States will be its members., We are in-
viting them to become members of this
Council. The Indian Olympic Association
and some important national sports federa=
tions will be represented onit. We are tak-
ing six members of the Parliament—four
from the Lok Sabha and two from the Rajya
Sabha, five experts in sports, five experts in
physical education and ten promoters of
sports and physical education. This will be
the set-up of the new National Council which
will meet normally in a year and have a
general exchange of ideas.

Under this Council, there will be two
National Standing Committees, one for sports
and another for physical education. Under
these National Standing Committees, there
will be Expert Advisory Committees, where
we will keep only experts—no politics
will be involved there—like the hockey
wizard, Dhyan Chand. We are inviting them
for this committee. so that their views will
be available to us. This new set-up is going
to be announced today or tomorrow and
then hon. Members will come to know of
some more details about it.

Our main idea is to integrate both types
of programmes for sports and for physical
education, to prepare a national forum for
exchange of ideas regarding them and to get
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the cooperatioff of the State Governments in
a greater mepsure than before, That has been
our grievance; as they have not been coming
forward.

SHRI K. P. SINGH DEO : That you can
do in the Plan formulations.

SHRI BHAKT DARSHAN: Thus, we
may be able to launch a nationwide supreme
national effort to raise the standard of sports,
games and physical fitness in the country.

Lastly, hon. Members will be glad to
know that we have allowed the largest con-
tingent for the Asian Games this time. The
only condition that we imposed on them was
that no strictures should have been passed
against them, like in the case of Dewan
Pratap Chand, to which my hon. friend
Shri Randhir Singh had referfed. There
were some other cases also, where we did
not allow them to go abroad, but we
allowed those, who were found fit. Iam
grateful to the Finance MiniStry that they
also agreed readily. This is the largest con-
tingent that has represented the countryin
the Asian Games and in the Olympic Games.

Some hon. friends said to me that we
were ‘rather liberal’, but our claim is that we
were ‘only fair and just’. Our attitude has been
that unless we take part in these events and
get the experience of even being defeated,
we Cannot learn new techniques and styles
and cannot improve our standards.

Sir, the Sixth Asian Games are starting
tomorrow and I take this opportunity
to send them on behalf of myself and the
Hon'ble Members present in the House, our
greetings and good wishes. We will be
watching their performance. As Dr. Karni
Singhji and other friends put it, they are our
ambassadors abroad and 1 hope that they will
be spreading the message of India, of
goodwill and international understanding.
In the words of Pandit Nehruji, we hope
that they will play the game in the spirit of
the game.

19.34 hrs.

The Lok Sabha then adjourned till Eleven of
the Clock on Wednesday, December g, 1970/
Agrahayana 18, 1892 (M“.)'




