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(b) ifs0, whether Government will
enquire into the matter and take necessary
steps in this regard ; and

(¢} if not, the reasons therefor 7

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE (SHRI
NARENDRA SINGH MAHIDA) : (a) to
(¢). The Engineering Establishment (INS
SHIVAJI) celebrated its Silver Jubiles on
5.2.70. The programme included technical
conferences etc. The garlanding of the statue
of SHIVAJI was not included therein. How-
ever, attractive busts of SHIVAJI were
cast and were available as 8 memento on the
occasion, which would show that the
memory of the National Hero was suitably
commemorated. The staiue of SHIVAIJI
occupies a pride of place in the establish-
ment and it is regularly garlanded by the
Commanding Officer on SHIVAJI Jayanti
Day. The question of an enquiry does
not arise as Government are aware that the
National Hero is held in bigh esteem by the
Armed Forces.

Recommendations inade by the Com.
mittee on Untouchability Regard-
ing Recrultment in Armed Force:

3373, SHRI P, R. THAKUR : Will
the Minister of DEFENCE be pleased to
refer 1o the reply givento Unstarred Ques-
tion No. 10440 on the 20th May, 1970 re-
garding recruitment in Armed Forces and
state :

(a) whether any decision has since
been taken in the matter ;

(b) if so, the details thereof ; and

(c) if not, the reasons for long delay
on such a vital issue ?

THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE (SHRI1
JAGJIWAN RAM) 1 (a) to (c). The
recommendations of the Committee on
Untouchability, Economic and Educational
Development of the Scheduled Castes are
still under consideration, and the final
decisions are expected to be taken shortly.
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CALLING ATTENTION TO MATTER
OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE

AMARNATH PILGRIMAGE MISHAP

SHRI D.N. PATODIA (Jalore):
8ir, I call the attention of the Minister
of Home Affairs to the following matier
of urgent public importance and 1 request
that he may make a statemnent thereon : —

“The Amarnath Pilgrimage mishap
resulting in  the death of a large
oumber of persons.”

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS, AND
MINISTER OF STATE, DEPARTMENTS
ELECTRONICS AND SCIENTIFIC AND
INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH (SHRI K. C.
PANT) : Sir, according to information
furnished by the Jammu and Kashmir
Goveroment about 6,000 pilgrims began
the Amarpath yatra in good weather on
15t August from Chandanwari., They
were accompanied by more than 3,000
porters, including attendants of pack-ponies.
There was continuous rain on that day
resulting in a sudden fall of temperature.
By that time the party has reached a
height of 11,000 ft. between Chandanwari
and Sheshnag. Due to the rain the pack-
ponies slowed down and were separated
from the main party of pilgrims. Arrange-
ments for looking after the pilgrims had
been made by the State Governments
in route, and also at Sheshnag. There was
a medical team at Sheshnag and mobile
team with the party. Fuel was issued free
at Sheshnag to keep the pilgrims warm and
all possible medical attention was given to
those in distress. It is a matier of regret,
however, that 18 persons including two
porters died dus to exposurs to the cold.
The majority of the dead persons were
old women.

On 16th morning, the weather was
still threatening. The Yatra Manager, an
Assistant Commissioner of the State
Government, who accompanied the party,
decided to return with the party. Some
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sadhus and young men, however, continued
the yatra. The rest of the party returned to
Chandanwari.

10 out of 16 pilgrims who died have
been identified. Photographs have been
taken of all the dead bodies. The bodies
were cremated under Government arrange-
ments,

The State Government have appointed
a committee under the chairmanship of Shri
M. N. Kaul, Revenue Minister, to go into
the adequacy of the arrangements during
the yatra and recommend measures of a
permanent nature for the improvement of
the facilities.

SHR1 D. N, PATODIA : Sir, this
incident coming in the wake of the Alak-
panda tragedy a few days back is only
symptomatic of the typical neglect
and indifference with which all places of
pilgrimage have been treated in this country.
Amarnath is not a new place. For hundreds
of year, every year from all over the coun
try thousands of pilgrims have been visiting
this place. Apart from its importance as
a place of pilgrimage, it is an important
tourist centre Many of us, possibly inclu-
ding you, had the occassion of visiting this
place of enchanting beauty. If it had been
properly developed, we could earn crores
of rupees in foreigh exchange by attracting
foreign tourists. Yet, even the clementary
facilities that are peeded to be given to
the pilgrims and tourists arc not available
at this place, There is no system of
regular weather forecast in the arca, Not to
talk of scientific regular weather forecasts,
in this particular case even the so-called
police wireless stations did not function
properly and failed to give any forecast
with regard to the weather conditions,

From the Minister’s statement, you
will find that on the moming of 15th
August, many pilgrims started leaving
Chandanwari for Sheshoag from 6 AM
till 12 o'clock. They left in many batches
not all of them at once. In spite of that,
the so-called police wireless stations failed
to convey to Chandanwari the bad weather
conditions and prevent further movement
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of pilgrims. That was one principal reason
why pilgrims continued their march only
to die later on.

Not to speak of pre-independence days,
even after 23 years of independence, is this
so-called era of development, there are no
proper road conditions to connect Pahal-
gam with this important place of Amarnath
and the primitive system of transportation
continues, possibly in a worse form.
Every year there is a regular publicity by
the Government of Jammu and Kashmir
inviting tourists from all over the country
to visit this place, but the facilities pro-
vided by the Government of Jammu and
Kashmir are miserable. At an important
place like Sheshnag, where thousands of
pilgrims  visit every day, you will be
surprised that there is areangement for
only 100 persons to spend the night in
tents, The rest have to spend their nights in
open fields ; they have no shelter, You
will be surprised to know that when an
emergency arose thare was no medicine
available, no water, no other facilities and
people died in shivering conditions, I do
not know who is going to be held res-
ponsible for this. With regards to com-
munications, rather the lack af them, it is
strange that even four days after the
occurrence the dependents of these people
have not been told about the whereabouts
and safety of the people involved. 1 have
spoken to people who have come back
after tragic incident and they have not
been extended even the courtesy of coopera-
tion either by the State Goveromeant or
their officers, When the people go to meet
the State Government officers in Srinagar
they find them busy at the club with
dinner and drinks, This is the type of
attitude adopted by the State Government
officials, especially the tourists officials.
They limit their activities, to collecting
money by selling tickets. They think their
job is over with that, This is the situation
prevailing in that area. In view of this
prevailing situation and the factors res-
ponsible for this tragic incident, as has
been narrated by me, it would not be very
much wrong to say that this tragic inci-
dent would not have occurred if sufficient
precautionary measures had been taken.
This incident cannot be dismissed by
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expressing sympathy and condolence to
the " members of the bereaved family.
Something very drastic has to be done to
provent the recurrence of such incidents
in future, 1 would like to know what
the Government propose to do in providing
basic facilities and provisions that are
needed for such an important place like
Amarnath so that in future there is no
possiblity of the recurrence of such inci-
dents. 1 would also like to know how
the Jammu and Kashmir Government have
explained with regard to their varlous
failures in the matter of communication,
providing facilities of water, medicine and
living arrangements in Seshnag. Then,
in spite of the weather conditions boing
foul and bad right from the 15th moming,
the pilgrims at Chandanwari were informed
about it till midnight when they were
ordered to return when they were
confronted with very bad weather resulting
in their death. Lastly, in what respect do
the Government propose to develop it as
an important tourists centre so that we can
attract thousands of tourists from the
world over ?

SHRI K. C. PANT ; The first point
is, I would like to repeat it, that the jour-
poy began in good weather. My hoo.
friend said that the journey began in bad
weather, According to our information,
they began the Amarnath yatra in good
weather on the 15th of August from
Chandanwari

SHRI D, N. PATODIA ;: The journey
started from Chandanwari in bad weather
right from the morning. He is contradict-
ing his own statament,

SHRI K. C. PANT : | am reading from
the same statement. The Amarpath yatra
began in good weather on the 15th of
August from Chandanwari. The second
point is about expressiog sympathy. [ think
regardless of arrapgements etc, It is human
tragedy for which we owe it to the persons
who died to expreas sympathy. I think there
should be no objection to that, On the ques-
tion of the details of the arrangements that
have been made, I have already explained
in my statement what arrangements have
been made, | went to refer to some of them
lq_niu, Arrangements for looking after the
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pilgrims have been made by the State
Government in route and also at Sheshnag.
There was a medical team at Sheshnag and
another mobile team with the party. I bave
checked up about the mobile team. I have
just pow got information that 20 doctors
accompanied the party along with oxygen.
Fuel was issued free at Sheshnag to keep the
pilgrims warm, All possible medical atten-
tion was given to those in distress, Accord-
ing to the information with me, the Yatra
Manager wan an assistant Commissionor of
the State Government, who accompanied the

party.

Then, my hon. friend raised the ques-
tion about the wircless facilities. The State
Government have informed us that they

have facilities of wi C lon
along the route,

SHRI D. N. PATODIA : They do not
work, ;

SHRI K. C.PANT: [ am not very
sure whether the warning was given orat
what time the warning was received. 1 had
to cheek up on that point. 1 have not been
able to get precise information about how
the wireless communication system function-
ed and [ cannot give a categorical reply
about that, But as one coming from the
hills 1 can say that there are some disrup-
tions in the hills as a result of the rains.
However, 1 can check up oo that point
because I do not have any information
about the functioning of the wireless system
except that there were wireless stations on
the way.

As to what will be done, I have already
stated that the State Goveroment have
constituted a committee under the chairman-
ship of Shri M, N. Kaul, Revenue Minister,
to go ioto the adequacy of the arrangements
duriog the yatra and to recommend measu-
ros of & permanent npature for the improve=-
m ot of facilitles.

1 caonot say whether relations bave or
have not been informed. I-presume that
about those who have been identified infor-
mation must have been sent, 1 hope, my
my hon. friend and others who are affected
by this tragedy will fnform us and we shall
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be very glad to do apything that we can to
belp.

SHRI D. N. PATODIA : Sir, permit
me to point out the contradiction” in the
Minister's statement. I shall read out from
the fourth line. It says :—

“There was continuous rain on that
day"—that s, oo the 15th August—

“resulting in a sudden fall of tempora-
ture.”” This is ample proof 10 suggest that
the Government of Jammu and Kashmir and
its officers were aware right from the morn.
iog that there was continuous rain and the
weatber condition was not favourable, It is
a fact that the weather was bad and the
people were not informed. It is a fact that
facilities like medical services and
beds were not available and people had to
lie down in tents, At Sheshnag there was
space only for 100 people. The Minister has
pot taken care to reply to any of these
points. I want to know what specific reply
the Jammu and Kashmir Government has
given with regard to these failures. Why
does he not reply to that ? . What about this
contradiction 7 He says that the weatber
was all right but he has adnritted that the
weather condition was bad.

SHRI K. C. PANT :
fagts before him, He is reading from my
statement. 1f he reads two lines above what
he has read out from my statement,,,...
(Interruption)

1 have put all the

SHRI D, N, PATODIA : You contra-
dict yourself in the statement, On the one
hand, you say that the weather condition
was bad and, on the other, you say that
they were not bad,

_SHRIK.C PANT : My hon. friend is
getting very angry. I hope, he listens, He
will not be so angry if he listens.

SHRI D. N. PATODIA :
dying and they do not teke care.

People are

SHRI K. C, PANT : He docs not want
to listen ; he wants to be angry. 1 say that,
according to the information with me, the
journey begen in good weather, ]t also says
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that it ralned furtber on, He is reading from”
my own staterment. I bave not said anything
apart from that.

SHRI D, N. PATODIA © That is the
point. You contradict yourself. You give
a wropg statement.

SHRI HEM BARUA (Mangaldal) : We
are extremely sorry for the death of 18 per-
sons, according to the Minister's statement, -
in this calamity. '

The Minister has just now read out a
statement but the statcment is very different
from the actual position. I have gone
through the sentence previous to the ome
pointed out by Shri Patodia. There he
says —

46,000 pilgrims began the Amarnath
yatra in good weather on 15th August
from Chandanwari, They were
accompanied by more than 3,000 por-
ters, including attendants of pack-
ponies, There was continuous rain
on that day resulting in a sudden fail
of temperature.”

From this we understand that there was
continuous rain resulting in a sudden fall of
temperature on the 15th August when the
yatra took place, It has been alleged that
no arrangement was made for these pilgrims.,
There were o policemen en roufe to Amar-
path, There was no medical facility, Bven
there was no dry wood for these people and
they were shivering to death on this particu-
lar occasion. The State Government has fail-
ed miserably.

May I know whether Government is
going to inquire into the failure of the State
Goveroment and take measures or is Govern-
ment going to be satisfied with the appoint-
ment of an inquiry committee by the State
Government which has been announced in
order to inquire ioto the inadequacy of
facilities ? Did facilities exist at all ? That
is my doubt, The wery fact that a cd;:i.-
mittee bas been appointed to inquire inio
the inadequacy of- facilities shows that the
facilitics were ipadcquate, Whether the
facilities existed or not iy a different matter
altogether, That there was an inadequacy



_-213  Amarnath

of facilities has been admitted by the
. Government in the last sentence of the state-
ment, .

May I koow from the Goverament
whether they are going to make foolproof
arrangemeants so far as pilgrims to Amar-
nath or pilgrims to any other place of pil-
grimage in this country are concerned or
not, or they want to leave them to their own
destiny or to the merciés and whims of
nmature as they left these pilgrims to Amar-
nath to the mercies and whims of nalure ?

SHRI K. C. PANT : In regard to the
police arrangements, this is my information,
as sent by .the State Goveroment, that medi-
cal-cum-police camps on the route have been
set up at the following places, namely,
Chandanwari, Pissu Ghati, Zvjipal, Shesh-
nag, Mahagunas, Panjiarni and Holy Cave...

SHRI HEM BARUA These have
come after the tragedy took place,

SHRI K, C. PANT ; This is the in-
formation with me, As regards the com-
mittee, the State Government has appointed
a committes with the Minister as its Chair-
man and that is going into all these matters,
I think, we should await the findings of the
committee. The Stale Governmeat (Lem-

- gelves are aoxious to do all they can to
make permanent arrangements so that the
arrangements are adequate,

SHRI HEM BARUA : It has been
reported that the things were selling at
exorbitant prices at the spot because the
Government did not make any arrange-
ments.

SHRI CHENGALRAYA NAIDU
(Chittoor) : The Government bas no value
for human life except the life of Ministers ..

AN HON. MEMBER : The Ministry,

SHRI CHENGALRAYA NAIDU
These pilgrims were not only exposed to
pature but they were exposed to the whims
and fancies of this Government and the
Government of Jammu and Kashmir, When
the pilgrimage started, it was raining contl-
ouously, The authorities there should not
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have atlowed these people to continue the
journey on that day. Instead of asking them
not to proceed, they allowed them
to proceed and they did not make any
arrapgements on the way, nor at the next
stop, that is, at Sheshnag. When the people
reached there, their luggage had not come.
Due to their luggage not being there, they
were not having enough clothings # cover
themselves and there were not enough sheds
provided there. The private people who were
running canteens and sheds were charging
exorbitant rates. These pilgrims who were
without money could pot afford to pay for
the sheds and get some shelter.

Sir, when the Government organises
these pilgrimages, it is the duty of the
Government to arrange sheds and fix the
rates and, when anybody charges exorbitant
rate, it is the duty of this Government or
the Government of Jammu and Kashmir to
punish them and see that they do not charge
exorbitant rates, Insicad of this, the Govern-
ment of Jammu and Kashmir have allowed
them to charge exorbitaot rates, A number
of people have died due to exposure. The
figure given by the Government is not
correct. The Minister has not given the
correct figure, He has given the figure as
given 1o him by the Jammu and Kashmir
Government. This has bappened on the
border arca, Does'nt be have his own source
to get his information 7 He should bave
sent some officer from here to get the correct
information. He has not cared to get his
own information. Why should be only rely
on the information given by the Jammu and
Kashmir Government ? This shows the way
the Government is functioniog, The figure
given by the Government is not correct, As
mentioned by a merchant from Amritsar,
+ it has been said that he saw 80 dead bodies
at Sheshnag, near a medical centre. Many
people more have died on the way. The
Minister has not given the corrcct infor-
mation, 1 want the Minister to werify. it
and send some officer from here to get the
correct figure,

Agaio, | want to koow from the Govern-
ment whether they are going to bave perma-
nent arrapgement, construct permanent sheds
and consiruct jeepable roads and thep allow
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pilgrims to go there. The Government can
not play with the lives of the pecople,

SHRI K. C. PANT : The first point
raised by my" hon. friend is about allowing
these pilgrims to proceed. The Asst,
Commissioner of the State Government was
the Yatra Manager, He presumably knows
the conditions there, He presumably takes
the pilgrims party to Amarpath and he can
be ordinarily trusted to take decisions on the
spot and it is very difficult for us to say here
that whatever be the conditions there, they
should have proceeded or not.

On the question of sheds, fixatioas of
rates, etc,, ] am in complete sympathy with
their suggestions and I shall pass them on
to the State Governmeant.

So far as the arrangements at Seshnag
go, fuel was supplied by the State Govern-
ment to the pilgrims at Seshnag. That is
the information I have read out earlier.

ATAL BIHARL VAJPAYEE
Next day, oot on the same

SHRI
(Balrampur) :
day.

My information
1 have given the
(Interruptions )

SHRI K. C, PANT :
is that they did supply.
information that I have,

SHRI CHENGALRAYA NAIDU : It
was supplied the pext day,

SHRI1 K. C. PANT: My hon, friend
took me to task for not independently in-
quiring into this and for giving him infor-
mation supplied by the State Govern-
ment. Under our system [ do not koow
whether it would be right for me to divulge
information that I may get from my own
sources and to disregard the information
received from the State Goveroment, You
can understand what confusion it will create.
(Interruptions)

1 would suggest that nothiog more
should be read in my statement than what
1 have said. 1 bave never said that my in-
forroation contradicts the State Government’s
information.
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SHRI CHENGALRAYA NAIDU 1 He
has not said anything about the dead bodies,
Divulge the information about the dead
bodies at least,

SHRI1 K. C, PANT : The detailed infor-
mation that I have got this morning—I have
checked it up also— is : 11 of them were
women and 5 are men—These are Yatris—
and (wo are local porters,

ot wAwae faw (goqR) : wenw
TEIEA, AT g § W W I
AT AT § | IR F TE F A TgA
Ao g i onarag fe st w1 #=
FW # Ffaw FT @R AW #
Qrwim ¥ gur § fF e aw &
7% awas Wt § f& wweng arm ®
gt gder & afcuraeasy ¥aw 15 @
w wafF ddarh s ggt § a2 § a9
& wgare Iy &€ 7 wiew e 73
Y F e A o ersftway AW W
[WFE LI

§E @a ag @9 g qg awenS
¢ fr gier wofae gt fs wefa ey
& 1, wyw foww 9 av aww fre k)
YHATY qTAT 9 9 97 aY 99 §9T
T A Y IWE @ oA @ AwEE R
seyFmEET T | A wgAT & fw
ag wEfa &1 goama 53 ¥ fag aw
¥ qg w wrfawr A § a1 R ek
o § R SR &% wenma aft fear
@ A fawrs = Ff fedt glem &
aqg sEARY Ag M §

frerdy ar @g e Ao ww=a o-
e ®Y e o faom qrir el § W
qg §URIC T2 & g =AW wY
W TG W GHSAINT ¥ WU HY A0 AT
gt &1
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W a3z fr wefe & @
dorrss # wifedr arer § wEi faer
f& o s W § g sarmER gRE
sE § arh wawe ag @ & woE s
T @ IaE A W WMET FT gwET
FTAX | TAT TN HVEF  FT@ AW
qT M |

#uft ot ¥ agawead & &9 W
s e IF o wrfed 43 & ag aF
st fs st ow sadr dsr @ A
wg s frasr aarf 37 ag w4
Wy fafreex &t Iwmedafre # fgs
wrafR

I g § 5 9% 5T A gEw
3% oA I 9T A AAH ST Weqqq
ngf'ra‘wqgﬁmg‘fﬂ@t gl 1 afeq
¥y AgaT ag & feowoadt R e
srafercfemmom g & s A @
wR o Al @ gren ¥ A A
g% I &G E A e grdwd s
& oo ¥ afe $0F | w47 9 el qre-
W & a9 g @A wfes atw oA
wRarT §7

w7 faaw a7 § s awmw A &
wifse afare arEil & g ag wost
mF 9 7 §, wigw guiar fxar
o ? 9 99 qEA 9T avir Wi §
o & omaar § 6 agt wre Wi fag wmwx
o § e ga o afgm @@ @
€ ) W & ot arft e § i g
Fw W Ferd § 1 g Iwr oft am g
) a7 gew afgmr @ T @ AR
W forg aTguTdY et < fs Kfeg g
foah afgm g qAr & § Ffew o=
|/TE 9T S oo oamw, 99w gz ww §
T WY I ST A X fear oo Y 4y
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g e T & 1 ¥ W g e g W
t @ swur s wEa & i qar e
9 § W o afgar sww Ot § @ Fo
Hro g qrgw wga § arg wivwar aw daw
g WU § | ¥few ag W 9w W) A
TG I AT AT qAT T AN § ) W @
J1g a1 gf=T dar # argarg & o
a7 wgn § f5 ag ara & @ wfge
# agar § f& aTwC S qgaAr w3
wfgq | oY @h7 /Y § A% qf@ aa
#1 gurfaer 31 wifge Wi agl & dag
wHATQ faegid @ a3% ¥ g Aid-
afaEl ® weere qga & e
®Y oY S9! g7 T AR

EF WHTAT §T AOHT I FHE
T F AT SN R A AT A A
i ¥ g ar A ® oy

Q% AFFIG @R ;A O 81 Y )

st wrrec A cqa A & agm b
wig W ¥ ¥ gg oA & dfar aw
wg § {5 aga & safeat ogy St @&
§ W gwv ST 3 2am § qafeg &
AT ATEAT 7 % I AR W owRE
Tft ? (waewrr)

oft goor ww o AT GEEr A
&€ zoifre g 93T § 1 ag ddarfay
w1 9% § 1| gATR 7l AT o v e
Eifeg i fr A fros @ gfr &
awe g 1wt ¥ o O wwe gt
& 1 ag o ofe AT F ot A § Wi

. & w wgegr AN  AQ AT ww wig

wreft § & aga gwET o v ¥ § e
sy afg mfg @ =R 128 A @
ool WK g w ol A g g
()
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sft aw fww aew (qOEE) oW
¥ ot ¥ wgew yfa W wedr gfe &
diwar § (sawea)

st gour W ey faAe AT g
# wofa wrawms g wfe gav feaet €
wirfa Y @1 ag g1 5 it guw T
qe g a1 foar § Rar wen # feafa A
A g

=t oA faw : #R gfefesr €=
T FUNA oY wgy 97 A Y few-
71T wfywifal & faws srand w0
& A ¥ g 91 A6 WA wGERw W
o § A4 @ § Faw g AM dav
A AT Fg H A3 AL | A AAF
ferq Y & gam & #@m fF w0 F gaw
qrdY gt oy fF g% G W gad
qg 919 (ITAAT)

= WO WOK W © W9 I3 T dqv
il g FL ar feT A i & A
¥ Fgd X 37 tmaq A8 g arfey |

wgt a5 gfefrge wrEd s

®1 ITHT G § ThH @ wAw § gfe-
forge rmd wOF 71 #1E mamEar

I G g | oW e § ®T qae-
¥ 7 us wRS &t gf & wifw @
Fea) # T w1 '

SHRI BEDABRATA BARUA
(Kaliabor) : Somehow it has been taken for
granted not only by the security side, but by
the Kashmir Government. It has been a
tradition for the Government there (o orga-
pise the whole thing, This is an annual
procession which takes place only once in
the year. It can go there only in this time,——
only for a month or so. A lot of charges
have been made regarding varlous things and
nobody has denied them, about the high
prices, about the delay and all those things,
and also about the failure of the medical
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staff and we are entitled to know whether
the Government money was well-spent.

On enquiry, I would like to koow
whether afterall this is a proper enquiry ;
it may be all right for the Kashmir Govern-
ment to be satisfied with this enquiry ; the
Chairman himself is Minister of the Cabinet
and other Members are there ; the Tourism
Minister is there and also the Director of
Tourism is there,—the person against whom
the enquiry is instituied. So, what 1 would
suggest is that the Central Government it-
self should go into the whole matter. It
has to be considered whether everybody
can stand the strain of 13,500 feet or 14,000
feet in this month, especially. Particularly
there it is extremely cold, and I do not
know whether any permanent arrangement
could be made there, As far as 1 could
gather, Sheshnag area has snow for nearly
eleven months in the year, and no perma-
nent structure will remain there, and no
permanent structure can be maintained there
at any cost. So, would Gowveroment exa-
mine whether all these matters could be
permitted in this way or whether some
better and new afrapgements could be
made to obviate the difficulties 7 May I
koow whether Government will examine
these things ? 1 would also like to know
the ages of those who died, The inquiry
should not be merely an inquiry but it
should also involve an examination of the
whole issue whether this yatra which is
proliferating and becoming bigger every
year because thousands of people are join-
ing it, could be modified or changed so that
something better copld be done about it.

SHRI K. C. PANT 1 As I mentioned
earlier; this was & human tragedy, for
which all of us in this House feel extremely
sorry, The arraogements that have been
made apparently need some correction,
Now, the State Government themselves have
appointed this committee. It is not with
a view to findiog fault so much, Thero was
an assistant commissioner with this party ;
there was & medical team with the party,
I have already said all these things. In spite
of these things, this tragedy has occurred.
The State - Government themselves are most
_anxious that this should not happen - again
and thht the arrangements should, be ade-
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quate. There is no doubt about the State
Government’s anxiety in this matter, and it
is those very people who will have to make
these arrangements and improve these
arrangements. 1f it is their desire to go into
the matter and improve the arrangemecnts,
1 think the House sbould let them do it,
and it would not be right for the Centre to
interferc at this stage. If they would like
to bave any assistance from the Cenire,
of any type, that is different matter that can
be gone into.

MR. SPEAKER : Now, Papers to be
Laid on the Table.

SHRI S, M. BANERIJEE (Kanpur) : 1|
have to say something on the Order Paper.
Are you allowing me now or later ?

| WEaR "R ;WY & AT AT 9T
w g€ 8
=t Wo WYo WAWT : gW W aF FET
%, & oo ag g wgan g R

ot ogee fry - oy frre § g
fima s
MR, SPEAKER 1 Half a mioule could

be given on some day but not every day,
after the Question Hour,

&t wo AYo wwat : & fr¥mw wwW
fr wrg gk fag far fae &< %0 &
q9Y 1 Uy v ¥ a § faa
FCT argar g1 aga gfeww ¥ WA
fm fois & ait & fewpmm faar an)
g fafreet wmew T 33 § fag da<
g, afeT 1T W JT Qe SEy ¥
# wrgar § f5 wefn fefre o< faewma
o g9 # Tewee fear Fy ) g@d g
gra ag set ¢ fo Bfeds v &
fag oo & 9 fafrex ® om

CRETHEA § |

. veuwowdvea : R sERI @A)
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st fir @ oW AW $Y R
foram ag &% a1 1 O W faq wwar
£ | 2% ag SOFI 97 w57 &, IAH A1
& A gwar a7 |

Wt forrwr Wt (AgEn) A oag
&g qr fF oY wrT & a7 -

woTN WENT : qOA aw A% o,
Afer o My og fear o & wwwr fir
IJEY ATFT FAeAt g vy, Afww g
T 9gr gy & a1 9@ fadw
Ultimately that will come and after that -
I shall give my decision.

SHRI S. M. BANERJEE i1 Let the Home
Minister make a statement.

weaw wgvew ¢ frfader A & ar
# & it 7€ ®g 9%ar | 9@ Ig Wi
T IEET ¥@ g | o frwr o & oy
wEar & a1t ¥ w537 91 T IgF fag

w5 |

ot go Ao ﬂ'!'f: #m‘ﬁ ’I’ﬁ
9% @1 1| i fadem wiod Faw ag §
fe& s wgr a1 v @ fafaet & g
fafadrar s Y7 §, I IwET W
qre Agr fxar o

wToR WENW : 9w Ay Wi A
IgH &q'm | T 1 cannot say anything
about that,

ot wdgwe faw : % oo gt ow
FW % wearx faar § st ox  wifer
i frar g wrw  gfefadt @
ferii W frg Az Ak & ‘

MR. SPEAKER : 1em sorry ; 1 have

not allowed that. It {s a State matter.
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it o frw : EgraTe gfrafedr

% gfve g& 7§ | ag st gEEw ¥ T
foart & wsow

MR. SPEAKER : No, no. Nothing that
he says will go on record.

SHRI JANESHWAR MISRA :**

ot owdew  anew : TArew fgg -
afadt ¥x %7 & Wi ToF T a7 4
m, frafEmideaes & @@ @
& | T8 9 frer 5 91 Tww T fge
ug qgT & TEU {AT & AU ®Y q9E §
LR

weum Wy - f wede & ae #
g ET | WG WeEr §F @)

SHRI S. KUNDU (Balasore) : Are you
asking the Minister to make a statement ?

MR, SPEAKER :
the Minister.

st TwdEw gnw T fig
ffafar s aid &g g @A
el F a ¥ gR W Yo A
L4

woaw Wiy ;- @3t o ®e gfaa
wEE

sit qwdae amw c f aAw fig
e ¥ ax A sz g gt wa-
g wofe @ 1@ § )\ fea oficfeafaat &
chard safra gf § 9% at & fowr
woft aar €

MR. SPEAKER : May I request mem-~
bers not to get up and mention matters
about which thére is no intimation to me ?
1 am not going to allow this,

I will convey that to

24
12,38 brs.
PAPERS LAID ON THE TABLE
NOTIFIOATIONS TUNDER (CENTRAL

Excisg RULES AND CUSTOMS AoT

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY QF FINANCE (SHRI K, R,
GANESH) : On behalf of Shri Vidya
Charan Shukla, I beg to lay on the Table :

(1) A copy each of the following Noti-
fications (Hindi and English versions) issued
under the Central Excise Rules ; 1944;—

(i) G.S. R. 1096 published in Gazette
of India dated the 25th July, 1970
together with am  explanatory
memorandum,

(ii) G.S.R. 1097 published in Gazette
of India dated the 25th July, 1970
together with an explanatory
memorandum,

(iii) G. 8. R. 1111 published in Gazette

of India dated the 1st Auguat, 1970

together with an  explanatory

memorandum.

(iv) G. S. R, 1121 published in Gazette

of India dated the lst August, 1970

together with an  explanatory

memorandum. [Placed in Library.

See No. LT—4001/70]

{2) A copy cach of following Notifica-
tions (Hindi and English versions) under
section 159 of Customs Act 1962 :—

{i) G. S. R. 1112 published in Gazette
of lndia dated the 1st August, 1970
together with an explanatory memo-
randum,

(i) G.S.R.1118 publishod in Gazette
of India dated the 30th July, 1970
together with an explanatory
memorandum. [Placed in Library.
See No. LT—4002/70]

MR. SPEAKER : The practice is to
send intimation to me in advance, Heisa
new Minister. In future, he muat do g0,

** Note recorded,



