LOK SABHA DEBATES

LOK SABHA
Tuesday, December 23, 1969)
Pausa 2, 1891 (Saka)
The Lok Sabha met at
Eleven of the Clock
Mr. Speaker in the Chair

OBITUARY REFERENCE
Death of Shri D.C. Sharma

MR. SPEAKER: Hon. Members, |
have to inform the House of the sad demise
of Shri Diwan Chand Sharma who passed
away this morning at New Delhi at the age
of 73.

Shri Sharma was a sitting Member of
this House from Gurdaspur constituency of
Punjab, He was onc of the seniormost
Members of this House and had been
continuing as a Member right from the first
Lok Sabha. During the 18 years of his
membership of this House he served on a
number of Parliamentary Committees in-
cluding the Estimates Committee, the Pub-
lic Accounts Committee, Committee on
Subordinate Legislation etc. He was the
Chairman of the Committee on Petitions
during the years 1967-68. He was a very
good Parliamentarian and used to take
very active part in the proceedings of the
House.

He was a distinguished educationist and
was associated with the Punjab University
as a senftor and a member of the syndicate
of this university. He was closely associated
with the D.A.V. College for 8 number of
years. He was a great scholar with many-
sided attainments. As a Member of this
House he had a very balanced mind and the
opinions cxpressed by him reflected the
maturity which he had attained. He had
not been keeping good bealth for quite some
tim: and he was snatched away from us
this morning.
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We deeply mourn the loss of this friend
and | am sure the House will join me in
conveying our condolences to the bereaved
family.

THE PRIME MINISTER, MINISTER
OF FINANCE, MINISTER OF ATOMIC
ENERGY AND MINISTER OF PLAN-
NING (SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI):
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise with a heavy and
sad heart, Only the other day, we lost a
young colleague. Today, an old, valued
and respected colleague has left us. We all
deeply grieve at the passing away of Prof.
Sharma. He came to this House for the
first time after the very first general election.
Proof of his popularity with the people is
evidenced by the fact that he was re-elected
to all the successive Lok Sabhas so that
he remained @8 Member of the House from
the beginning.

He was ailing for quite some time, but
despite his illness, he kept abreast of what
was happening in the House and the country
and often wrote or sent messages to me
giving his views.

As the House is eware, and you have
mentioned, Prof. Sharma was &n eminent
educationist and 2 leading worker in the
academic field. Apart from the Punjab Uni-
versity, where he taught, he was associated
with & number of other universities, acade-
mic bodies and educational organisaticons,
He also took keen interest in social preb-
jems and was intimately connected with the
Provincial Board of the Harijan Sewak,
Sangh and the All-India Social Conference
in pre-partitioned Punjab, He brought to
bear his scholarship, understanding and
experience of & variety of problems to the
deliberations of this hon, House,

Professor Sharma had the courage of con-
viction and always spoke with candour. He
was a fatherly figure. We respected the
authority and firmness with which the old
school master in him occasionally rebuked us
Ministers, and others. And that in fact
endeared him to all sections of the House,
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1f T may inject a personal note—Professor
Sharma's death is a personal loss to me
for my father and 1 had known him for many
vears. Later, he became close and 8 good
friend of my husband,

On my own behalf and on behalf of the
House may [ request you to convey our deep
sorrow and  heart-felt condolence to the
members of the family of the 1ate Professor
Sharma.

DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH (Buxar):
Sir, immediately after our arrival here you
informed us of the sad demisc of Professor
D. C. Sharma. He was a distinguished edu-
cationisi and a very eminent scholar. He
wis a refugee and he often used 1o nrrate
the tales of woe that befell the refugees who
came from West Pakistan and also who
left this country for Pakistan,

Professor Sharma was a reg| guardian
here, more particularly for younger Mem-
bers of Parliament. He always used to talk
to them, listen to them and givethem
guidance.  Whenever  they were in
Jifficulties he used to help them and give
thern consolation.

As we know, he was not only a teacher
but a great scholar of English. He presided
over the All India Educational Conference
for quite & few years, He was the President
of the Primary School Teachers' Association
and in that capacity he contributed 2 lot to
ameliorate their conditions. He made re-
presentations on their behalf to the govern-
ment several times and he toured the entire
country to mect them and organise them. It
wias partly due to the great cfforts made by
himin that direction that the teachers of
this country got organised.

Whenever he participated in the parlia-
mentary debates his contribution was appre-
ciated by cverybody and he dealt thoroughly
with the subjects in which he was interested.
In that way he enriched not only Parliament
but also the intelligentsia of the country.

On behall of the opposition T deeply
mourn his death and request you to comnvey
our grief and sense of sorrow to his family.

SHR1I RANGA (Srikekulam): Mr,
Speaker, Sir, 1 associate myself with what-
ever has been said by our friends bere. I
had known him for a very long time as an
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educationist and during the last 18 years of
this House he has proved to be one of the
most conscientious members and an active
debator. There was not & subject in which
he was not evincing interest. Whenever
any debate took place in which he had any
interest, he joined us all in good cheer and
he took part in our discussions, At the same
time, he was quite parliamentary enough to
put up with opposition, when we did not
agree with him. There were very many
occasions when, although he was a member
of the ruling party, as the Prime Ministerhag
stated, he took to task quite a number cf
Ministers, and he used to tell us in the
lobbies that however much he tried his best
the Ministers could not be corrected because
they happened to be Ministers and they
were overwhelmed with the importance of
their own Ministership. In spite, of it
he had remained loyal to the ruling party,
not because he got very much from it but
because loyalty was in his naure.

He made great contribution to the Punjab
University, especially after partition when it
was Very much in need of such intellectuals
and pandits as himself. More then what he
has done in this House, that was very Praise-
worthy, he proved to be a very good friend
and counsellor to almost all the Members
in the Lobbies and in the Central Hall. By
his death we lose & very good friend outside
in the Lobbies in the Centra] Halland a very
good comrade and colleague in the House.
I join the hon. friends in requesting you to
send our condolences to the bereaved family.

ft wow weve (faefrafior)
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7 o AT ¥ I A T A AT
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SHRI H. N. MUKHERIJEE (Calcutta
North East): Mr. Speaker, it was only 8bout
half an hour earlier that I learnt of the
passing away of our friend and colleague
Prof. D. C. Sharma, It goes without saying
that the news gives to a1l of us that kind of
poignant shock which it will take us some
time to get over.

1 had known Professor Sharma ever since
1952 when we were both elected to the First
Lok Sabha and 1 had found in him & coll-a-
gue whose admirable personal gqualities
were something which it would not be
easy to forget,

He belonged to the grand old tradition
when a kind of nationa] integration used
be taken for granted. I remember, how he
used to tell us with a kind of pride that when
he took his degree it was from Calcutta
University because the writ of Calcutia used
to run in those days from the easternmo:t
corners of India to Peshawar. He said that
that was a symbol of the unity of the coun-
try which he embodied in his work,

We noticed him also as & most active
participator in the proceedings of the
House but he would enliven the
proceedings with a kind of native wit which
is becoming rarer in this House, It was
a joy even to cross swords with him because
he was on the Congress Benches and we
on this side of the House.

With his personality, persuasiveness and
the peculiary fascinating qualities which go
with the imponderable thing called charac-
ter, he was & person who was in many ways
unique. Even though he has died full of
years and honours, he shall be missed in
this Houss very seriously.
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We knew that he was not keeping well for
some time, but whenever he would come to
this House for a short stay, as my hon,
friend, Professor Madhok, has just now
said, he would bring a kind of good cheer
about him. That is something which we
should continue to build,

‘We mourn the passing away of a distin-
guished academician, a distinguished parti-
cipant in the public life of our country, 8
powerful parliamentarian and an individual
with character and courtesy. He was
gentleman to his fingertips. He was & sort
of person whom we shall continue to miss
for & long day to come. On my behalf and
on behall of the party which I represent
in this House, I request you to convey to the
bereaved family our deepest sympathy.

SHRI UMANATH (Pudukkottai) : Mr.
Speaker, Sir, it is with a heavy heart that
1 rise to express grief on behalf of my party
as well as myself at the sad demise of our
great elder in this House, Professor D.C.
Sharma, I really do not find words to
express the goodness in him. In fact,
he was, very very paternal and was even
giving some tips and education on parlia-
mentary procedures and life in the Lobby
to Members like me.

He was very serious, humorous and
pungent both during the Question Hour
and during the debates. The news of his
death was not a surprise because we, all
of us, kncw that he was ill for some time
but what was surprising was his great deter-
mination and the strength of his will. As
I see it, though he fell ill a long time ago,
if he lived for such a long time during his
illness it was because of the overpowering
nature of his will over his physique, Even
during his illness, though he was not able
to walk actually, literally, I found him twice
or thrice coming to this House. One day
I saw him when to walk from the first gate
to the Notice Office and to climb the steps
he took half a hour, I was with him then.
Despite this physical condition he was so
much interested in coming to the House,
seeing old colleagues, participating in and
making some contribution to the debate
directly or indirectly.

His loss is a great loss to this House,
It is a personal loss to me as well as to my
party, 1 associate myself with all the senti-
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ments expressed by the Prime Minister,
yourself and other hon, friends here.
T would like you to convey our deep condo-
lences on my behalf and on behalf of our
party to his family,

st oft T (qd) : Ao wEEm,
§9 a7 72 77 727 § g o fafeow
W fAg a9y AT qEET oear &
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ZATL {19 & oY a7 T3 waf o I3
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qAy wqriya FH A R ¥ 9 | 4
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341 T2 q5 F7 72T F A7 4 | FHTSATY
Frawt & wfa gad gaAr fresr 41 Ak
T 9z wAtET 91 fF W@, W@ O,
Mo Fifear F e wt sfafes &
# faq aqr saifaa 50 & fag T@=-
TF T F CF AT A=A ATH
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EH A 3T, F agt qT I Faarfaay
F QAT | TH I T A ATH w7
T & ITF §H0T F1 3@ FT AR ATSIH
gam | e 5 oft gume A F w4,
A & g ag daeq 99 79 § aga Iwe
fed gT a1 | 37 8% & Wig @ faw-
ferdr F farsr &Y art sttt FaaY aeamaedY
T £Y 7T Y, OF SR A d an ag
§ A% GATT AT AT AX G | IA9Y
fagar & 37 #7 fragen g, Tw J@
T2 geeg ot fF foed T § & 97
FLW aA H I, w qar
TEF aTET | § aod ATy AT g &
AT F W A &Y qYT AT O &
qrag Fom § AT wgr s § fE
T wgiafe wiE da ofare a%
TEATY € F KT |
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SHRI SURENDRANATH DWIVEDY
(Kcndrapara) : Mr, Speaker, Sir, it is a very
sad and sorrowfull news and it is a great
personal loss to me. I knew Prof. D.C.
Sharma for the last 16-17 years and we
became intimate when he was with usina
parliamentary delegation for about one
and half month in the United States.

When I met him a few days back, although
he was so ill, I could never imagine that
death would be so near. As has been
pointed out, he had the will and determi-
nation and, I thought, his will and deter-
mination would also be able to get over his
illness even for some time to come. In
spite of his illness, he was keeping himself
fully informed about the Parliament and
other political developments, He was
very keenly interested in all aspect of national
life. He was really very sorry that he was
not able because of his physical illness,
to particpate at such a time. Although
quite advanced in age, he was quie enthusias-
tic, full of enthusiasm and energy,
and, if I may say so, I have hardly found
a person of his age having so advanced
and progressive idecas about all our problems.
It was really a great advantage and, I would
say, a great opportunity to come in close
contact with him because of his personal
qualities, his qualities of head and heart.
He was amiable, jovial, friendly, sociable,
and as has already been stated, as a tcacher
he was not only liked and respected by those
whom he actually taught but we had also
in him a teacher even in the poliiical life,
even when he was a Member of Parliament.
We have lost a great, cminent Parliamen-
tarian, an educationist, a great socia] worker
and a politician at this juncture, and we
we all fell the loss. It is a great loss to the
House, to the nation, to the country. 1
associate myself and my Party with the
the sentiments already expressed by others
in this House, and I hepe that you will
convey our condolenges to the bereaved
family.

SHRI SEZHIYAN (Kumbakonam)
On behalf of myself and my Party I associate
myself with the sentiments expressed here
on the passing away of the veteran and
keen Parliamentarian, Prof, D.C. Sharma.
As a Professor, he brought an academic
touch to the discussion in this House,
Though he belonged to the Congress Party,
He took very keen interest in the debates
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and in the Question Hour, and was very
much nearer to the Opposition in the
discussions in the House.

When I came to the House in 1962, he
almost took us under his coverage and used
to give us so much encouragement and
enthusiasm in the work that we had to do
here. He was very paternal in his approach
to all the younger members and as a true
professor, he took us all under his coverage
and led us to conduct a dignified and sober
discussion in this House. With his wit
and humour, he used to enlighten and en-
liven the proceedings. It is a sad day to
hear the news of the passing way of the
Professor. I once again associate myself
and my Party with the sentiments expressed
in the House.

sft vgare fag wed (amwa)
SA, & 9@ 13-14 39 &1 fagmdf v
39 797 ¥ At QA w7z wwi & Ay
¥ afaa ar | & AR qEaTw 6
quTT § 31 wwre A ey & s AR
ST F AT 7gH F74 fwar § 397 AWt
TYT qEAIT 47 | o9 Ifaafadr §
famior &1 fawra & Y SR aga
efagifas w1 far & 1 agi o= W R
fre 4, ag a1a g3 R AT @, I
areEey & qFT 4, % fF e araw
ferard} Y qFTT AT ¢ | AT IR
fae & wgi qoma & afa gt 8, =W
wTA #Y wgra afa gé & a@t g Oy
# 0% gd 3 WLH AT faarw
I3 AT § | I FES FANT U TW
TEA ATeT & Sfq @@ A J 7 K
A & wgfe afta F@T g

st aywn foy wwg (fox)
AT AeqE AR, Go LIATT T+F AY
wRT AT qHTS & qfAg A9T G, OF O
ferar wmelt e sfag ardRefET 4
I g A M St aga adrefagd
# o ¥t &9 & g Al 39 faad
¥ AGAEFGA G AV ATTH 1A H A
g f& ol a¥r 393 afca a% qg-
ST WY FAT AL |
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SHRI M, MUHAMMAD ISMAIL
(Manjeri) : T also associate myself with the
sentiments expressed by the hon, members
of this House touching the sorrowful demise
of an able and amiable gentlemen, Prof.
Diwan Chand Sharma,

1 cannot claim such acquintance or intimate

friendship with him as many others did.
But, however little I know of him as a
Member of Parliament and the casual
acquaintance with him showed me what
a man of sterling character he was. Though
he was & very serious man, he was not
wanting in wit and humour, Though his
serious demeanour at times was apt to
dispel people from him, when he opened
his mouth even to a casual acquintance,
the acquintance was dragged towards him
and was compelled to have respect and love
for him,

With regard to the amount of work he
had put in the Parliament, I do not think
many of us can comc anywhere near him
in the matter of record. In the number
of Bills he had introduced in the House
and the number of subjects he had taken
part in the House and in so many other
ways he was the most bard working man,
with due deference to other parliamen-
tarians here, 1 was wondering all the time
how a man who was weighed down with
age and weighed down with bodily weak-
ness could be capable of such hard work
and also inestimable and admirable work.
1t was the inner spirit of his that stood him
all that which 1 respect, and I once more
say on my behalf and on behalf of my
Party, the Muslim League, that I join in
the homage that is paid to him by this
House well deservedly.

SHRI TENNETI VISWANATHAM
(Visakhapatnam) : I wish to associate
myself on behalf of myself and my Party
with all that has been said about the late
Shri Diwan Chand Sharma, He was a man
of character. He was a very good parlia-
mentarian and educationist, I had the
privilege of being with him wvery closely
on some occasions. He was piloting Bill.
He introduced a Bill here for the amend-
ment of the Indian Penal Code, but, as he
fell ill, I had the privilege of continuing the
work and getting it passed in the Lok Sabha,
He was, as everybody said, a great educa-
tionist. He was not content with what he
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learnt long ago. Whenever he heard
anything of value here in this House, he
used to immediately note it in his book.
Once I remember that when I said here
that a word, a woman and a gift once given
cannot be taken back, he was so charmed
with it that he came to me all the way and
noted it in his diary, To the end he was
always like that, He was a scholar to the
end, It is a great loss as everybody said
and a personal loss to people like me. I
join you and request you to convey our
condplences to the merabers of the bereaved
family.

DR. KARNI SINGH (Bikaner) : I wish
to join in the sense of profound grief the
House has expressed on the passing away
of a very respected member of this House.
1 had known Prof. D.C. Sharma for many
years and 1 particularly fecl gricved
on his passing away because he was one
of the few men here who was kind to the
younger members who came to this House,
When we went to him often for guidance
be always spent time trying to teach us the
ways and procedures of the House, 1
feel that senior members like him who
remain in this House even today should
lend a helping hand to younger members
who come here, in the same spirit. He
was a great educationist and a great and
kind man in his own way. Ishare the grief
expressed by this House and wish to con-
vey through you to the members of the
bereaved family our sence of great grief on
the passing away of a very dear friend.

THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION
AND YOUTH SERVICES (DR. V.K.RV.
RAO) : Sir I am grateful to you for having
permitted a Member of Parliament who
has been for long a teacher to pay this
tribute and homage to a life-long teacher,
Prof. D.C. Sharma. I had the privilege
of knowing him for more than fifteen
vears and T was associated with him in
in several conferences, He was a person
who organised and led the All India Fede-
ration of Educational Associations for many
years. He took keen interest not only
in university education but also in secon-
dary education and primary education.
He was not only an educationist, but he
was also a great champion of the rights of
teachers, He fought all his life for seeing
that the condition of teachers was improved
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in this country both in terms of status and
in terms of working conditions. As a
classconscious teacher and as Minister
for Education and in the name of more
than two million teachers in this country
who belong to the colleges, secondary
schools and primary schools, I want to
pay my humble tribute to Prof. Sharma
and associate myself with the sentiments
expressed in this House over his passing
away.

MR. SPEAKER : The Housc may
kindly stand in silence for a short while to
expross its aOTTOW.

The Members then stood in silence for a
short while.

«ft ofit o : 3Ty wEIRT, OF e
ST G | FHTT TN T TF g 9T
fs W figo THTH W1 TETA qT ATH AT
T W & faafad & 30 91 59 faqr S
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SHRI RANDHIR SINGH (Rohtak) :
We are not in 2 mood to listen to anything
now,

DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH : The
arrest of Shri Madhu Limaye and others
is something which must not have taken
place,

MR. SPEAKER : It is not the convention
in this House to take up any other business
after the condolence references.

Before 1 adjourn the House as a mark
of respect to the departed soul, I would
request leaders of the various parties to
come to my chamber immediately after
this, The meeting that we had fixed at
4 o'clock will be held immediately. The
members of the Business Advisory Commi-
tee also are requested to come to my cham-
ber immediately.

The House stands adjourned ill 11 A.M.
tomorrow.
11-38 hrs.

The Lok Saha thex adjourned till Eleven
of the Clock on Wednesday, December
24 1969/Pausa 3, 1891 (Saka).



