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The amendment which I am pro-
posing is not because 1 agree with the
Congress which hag brought forward
this legislation. But I agree that all
these laws which are repressive are
necessary in these circumstances, The
amendment that I have brought is to
make the law complete. I have sug-
gesied the substitution of the word
“abstain” for “abandon”. That will
cover the cases which have been re-
ferred to by some of our hon. friends
here. Suppose the emplovees have
not left the train, have not abandoned
the train, they have stood inside the
train but abstained from doing their
work. So, I would press that instead
of the word “abandon” the word “abs-
tain” may be substituted so that it
wil] cover the kind of satyagraha
which the employees can perform in
a running train, by abstaining from
work even though they are not aban-
doning the train.

17.03 hrs,

D!'SCiISSION RE. FALL IN PRODUC.
‘TiON AND PRICES OF GROUND-
NUTS

MR. SPEALIER: The House will
nuw lake up discussion on ground-
nuts.

SHRI S. M. BANERJEE (Kanpur):
Sir, for the last on¢ and a half years
the hon, Memher has been pressing
fo: this discussion and like Robert
13ruce he has now got the opportunity.

SHRI CHENGALRAYA NAIDU
(Chittoor); Mr. Speaker, I want to
bring to the notice of this hon. House
liow the farmers have been exploited
by the merchan's under the nose of
this governmeat. When the cultiva-
{ors raise crops, the crops are in-
{ested with pests for which they use
Gamaxene. When the crop is raised,
the farmers are still faced with so
many insects called parasites against

which they have no insicti-
cide or medicine Only the
government could help them from

thse parasites. The second parasite
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is the merchants and the consumers.
Both of them want the agriculturist
to produce groundnut and supply it
to them at a cheaper rate. They are
not concermed whether the agricul-
turist is getting a reasonable price
for his produce or not.
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1 want to bring to the notice of the
House how the government is respin.
sible for the exploitation of the far-
mer. Government iy importing soya
bean oil from America under PL 480
and sun-flower oil from Russia by
paying foriegn exchange.

In 1964-66 10,357 tonnes of soya
bean oil were imported; in 1963-68
47993 tonnes were imported; in 1066~ .
67, 31275 tonnes were imported and
in 1967-68 1,12,163 tonnes were im-
ported. Now an order to import
82,000 tonneg from America ig pend-
ing.

They are importing this oil, they
say, to stabilise prices in the country
and because groundnut production has
fallen. That is the Government's ar-
gument, In 1967-68 from our country
we have exported groundnut to the
tung of 9062 tonnes for a valug of
Rs, 1,59,95,000 and from April 1068
to August 1968 we have exported
8,183 tonnes of groundnut seed for a
value of Ra. 1,11,71,000. On the one
hand the Government says that due
to fall in production we are import-
ing soya bean oil from America and,
on the other, we are exporting
groundnut seed to foreign countries
and are earning foreign exchange.

‘When we were able to export 8,183
tonnes of groundnut from April 1988
to Augus! 1968, jg their importing
soya bean ofl justified? If they im-
port it, it is only to crush the agri-
culturists and harm them, If soya
bean oil is going to be imported like
this and the agriculturists are dis-
couraged to grow groundnut in our
country, after some timg the agricul-
turisty are going to take to some other
crops and this country is going to be
entirely dependent upon imports of
soya bean oll from Americs and
sun-flower ofl from Russia, Is it the
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poliey f Government to Make our
::ounu:y dependent on other countries
or is it the poliey to grow more o1l-
seeds in our country and be self-
sufficient?

I cannot think that this Government
Is having any interest in the agricul-
turists. They are not showing any;
interest in growing more oilseeds so
that our country becomes self-suffi-
cient. They are only interested in
imporiing soya bean oil and making
bur country dependent on other coun-
fries, If really the Government is
interested in our country becoming
self-sufficient, let the Governent stop

. the import of soya bean oil and give
some more incentives to the ryots to
grow more groundnut szeds and other
oilseeds in our countiry. I only want
to ask one question of our Minister:
Is he going to stop at lcast the im=-
port of 82,000 tonnes of soya been oil
which comes under the agreement and
which the STC is thinking of import-
ing from America? If they stop this
import, 1 think our prices will be sta-
bilised,

The other argument that the Gov-
ernment is putting forward is this.
They compare the oil prices of 1p64,
which were low, with the prices of
the present day. When all the com-
modity priceg went up, oilseed prices
also went up. You have increased
the dearness allowance of the Gov-
ernment emplovoes: you have increas-

ed the import tax on  agricultural
‘machinery; yo.u have increased the
excise dutv on tractors and other

thinps. Wiwm ecverything goes  up,
natural'y. the price of groundnut will
also fo up Instead of comparing
the prices of 1984 to 1968, I want the
Government to be reasonable and see
in other walks of life how much per-
centnge has been increased in other

{tems. 1f thev compar, what has hap-
pened from 19684 to 1968 and  see
how agriculturiet {s suffering, the
Covernment will not import soya

hean o] from America or sun-flower
ofl from Russia and the Government
will encourage our agriculturists to
produce more groundnut.
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What is happening at the time of
harvest? Now, from November, De-
cember and January, groundnut erop
will be harvested. Our Government
ig going to reclease soya bean oil,
They are asking the S.T.C. to release
soya bean oil to vanapati factories
at a time when there is harvest ofl
of groundnut crop. When the soya=
bean oil is released to vanapast] fac-
tovies. naturally, they will not try to
Purchase groundnut from agricultur-
ists. So, naturally, the prices will
come.down. When the prices come
down in these threg months, the mer-
chants wil] purchase groundnut at a
cheaper rate. After three months,
when the Government stops the sup-
ply of soya-bean oil, they will get
enormous profits. Is it the intention
of the Government to make mill-
owncers to become rich or the mer-
chants to make profits at {he cost of
agriculturists? If it is not so, I want
the Government to stop these imports
and ask the ST.C. not to impert
82,000 tonnes of oil. I want the
Government to give some incentives
to our agriculturits to grow more ofl-
seeds in our country so that we may
be dependent on other countiries like
America or Russia.

I only plead to the good sense of
our Minister that, hereafter, please
see that you help the agriculturists
by stopping these imports. The agri-
culturists are having high hopes in
the Congress Government. If you are
not going to help them, the fate will
be otherwise when the next elections
come.

SHRT R. K. AMIN (Dhandhuka):
Mr. Speaker, Sir, T am glad that Mr.
Naidu hag drawn the attention of the
House to this very important problem.
This is a very important problem
because, of nl] the oilseeds and the
foodgrains, the graundnu‘s is the only
ons where both the producers and
consumers are put into grester diffl-
culties.

The root of the trouble in this case
{s not the fall in prices or the rise in
priceg but the wide flunetustions in



337 Production and AGRAHAYANA 5, 1690 (SAKA)

the prices prevailing in groundnuts.
If I illustrate the problem, 1 would
like to compare it .0 two situations,

one the prices groundnuts as
compared to the prices of
foodgrains, what has been the

rise in  prices of groundnuts as
compared to wheat and rice and two,
during a particular period what sort
of fluctuations in prices are prevail-
ing. You take the wholesale price in-
dex of rice which was 108 in 1960-61
and has risen to 206 (nearly duuble)
by 1967-68. In wheat also, the same
sort of increase his taken place during
this period. But so far as groundnut
is concerned, the index which was
146 in 1960-ti1 has only increased to
242

17.14 hrs,

[Surt R. D. BHANDARE in the Chair].

Why I am drawing the attention of
the House to this fact is that in regard
to production groundnut, is a’ substi-
tute of foodgrains produclion, there-
fore the farmers have to compare the

parity  prices from time to
time. If you take the fluc-
tuations during any one period

say in August 1968 the price index
was 178 at one time in that month
and it came down to 134  during
that month also. If that sort of wide
fluctuations are prevailing, then the
farmers are put into greater difficul-
ties. If you look to the map of India,
you wil] find that groundnut produc-
tion is concentrated mainly in two
or three areas, Madras, Andhra Pra-
desh and Gujarat. . ..

SHRI SHRI CHAND GOYAL
(Chandigarh)* You do mnot know
abount Punjab

SHRI R. K. AMIN: Punjab also.
But more than 25 per cent of the io-
tal output in India is from Gujarat,

In Gujarat alone, out of the total
production, more than 80 per cent s
from Saurashtra area which consiste
of three to four districts. It is also
concentrated in so far as agricultural
output in any one area is concerned

Prices of
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The entire area and thg entire crop
consists of groundnut and nothing else,
1! there are fluctuationg in prices even
to the exient of 25 to 30 per cent, the
income of the farmerg 15 greatly affec-
ted because this is the only cash
crop or food <crop whatever
you would consider it to be,
on which their entire income
depends.  Therefore, fluctuations
in prices are very important and
these fluctuations should therefore,
be arrested; the ' prices should be
stabilised. Why are they not being
stabilised? If this question js asked,
I would then a5 an answer just point
out to the inconsistent and non-inte-
grated price policy which is  being
followed by the Government. There
is no integration between the export
policy and the import policy. The im-
port of soya-been under P, L. 480 is
done because the Government is get-
ting this on loan or on rupee paymeant
or freely; that is why, they import
this commodity; whether it iz requir-
ed in this country or not is not being
taken into consideration. When the
export of groundnut ol] is being un-
dertaken, nothing is being considered
whether there i a need of this com-
modity in thisg country or whether the
price prevailing is higher or lower
than normal or whether we are very
soon going to face the shortage of that
commodity; these aspecils are never
taken into account.
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At the same time, the growers have
to face the zonal system so far as food.
grains are concerned an@l  non-zonal
system so far as groundnut is con-
cerned. For example, in Gujarat, the
Government have asked for a levy
on groundnut oil. If the levy may
is permitted, The levy will be imposed
at the time when the crop will come
into the market; then a lot of uncer-
tainty will be created and the prices
Imnrediately, as soon as
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times even doublg the price may have
to be paid at that time. Who gets
the advantage of the differential
priccs? The growers do not get ‘he
advantage. The Government, by levy,
tukes the groundnut at a lower price,
and the, sell it during the months of
May ang June to the merchants at
higher prices. Later on merchants
also sell still at higher prices; it is
the merchants who get the advantage.
For what? For nothing. If the Go-
vernmen. is acquiring groundnut oil
in order to huild a buffer stock, with
a view to supplying oil whenever it
is needed most, then for this pur-
pose, there should be an integrated
plan. integrated plan in ‘he sense that
it is the Government which should
come into the market not by way of
levy; the Government should come in-
to the marke! by giving a support
price. Whatever price is considered
to bec good and profitable as compared
to the price prevailing in the case of
cereals, keeping in view such parity
if the prices are flxeq and Gowvern-
ment enters into the market o buy
the stock at tha' time and the cxport
and import policies are also simul-
taneousely integrated with this policy
of building g stock, then wide fluc-
tuations in prices can be avoided, the
income to the farmery can be stabl-

lished and that income  will
be consistent with the income
of the farmers producing food-
grains. In  that case, the con-

sumers will not be put into difficul-
tics during June, July, Agust and
Sept: mher when shortage prevails.
At the same {ime, oir exports and Im-
ports policies will also be integrated.
Therefore. my recommendation is
shis: never import Soya-been just be-
cause it comes from America freely
under P. L. 480. Also, exports should
take place only after the require-
ments of the country have been satis-
fled. If Government builds up stock,
the stock should be built up by price
support policy and not by levy. And
when the stock jg built up it should
be relessed only during the months of
July. August and September when the
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stock with the mrerchanis or with the
consumers is at its lowest. Weather
conditiong and other things also con=
tribute to the fluctuations in the pro-
duction. So, the stock should be
sufficiently iarge to meet the shortage
on account of fluctuations in produc-
tion during a particular season and
also, as I have already said, to meet
the shortage during June, July,
August and Scpiember.

If that kind of policy is followed
both the consumers and the producers
will gain. The farmers will not have
to face the risk of fluctuations of
their income. At the same time, Sir,
they will make concentrated efforts
to increase production of groundnuts.

SHRI M. SUDARSANAM (Narasa-
vaopet): Mr. Chairman, 8ir, the
groundnuts play a vital role fo: the
development of the economy of our
country. This is a product which
gives food for the manure, for the
cattle and also for the soil. Because,
the man consumes the oil and the
seed, and the cattle consumcs the fod-
der and the soil consumes the manure
from time to time. So, this is a
very important commodity for the
development of the economy of our
country, But unfortunately this com-
modity is subject to heavy taxation
at the Stale level. The industry will
have to pay the purchase tax. Again,
the industry will have to pay tax on
the sales at every stage. This levy
itself comes to about 15 per cent to
20 per cent on the groundnut alone
actually produced in thig country. The
bye-product, that js, the oilcake is
also an export earning commodity, but
this is subject to export duty of about
Rs. 125 per ton which is really un-
bearable. All this burden of taxation
makes the price to the farmer very
low. That is the real reason. ] wish
that these points had been studied by
my hon. friend, Shri Naidu The
whole point is this. Proper price for
the farmer is essential and a proper
enquiry should be made by the Gov=
ernment about the tax burden and
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how ‘to make the price level quite
bearable or gizeable and all that.
These, are the points which should be
considered expeditiously.

Governinent has got three crops. The
main crop is called winter crop, Then
comes the summcr crop and also irri-
gated crop. By the supply of proper
seeds and manure one can get defl-
nitely larger yields whereby the agri-
culturist can get larger income, Pro-
per manure should therefore be sup-
plied to the agriculturist from time to
time. The price must be very re-
munerative to the agriculturist. Other-
wise he cannot continue to grow the
same commodity. He cannot develop

the economy. I suggest that the fol-
lowing measures should be taken
without delay.

There is a very heavy tax
burden levied by the State
Governments and also a heavy
export duty. on export of oil-

cakes which should be reduced consi-
derably just in line with other {fuod
crops, that is, rice etc. In respect of
rice and olher commeditics there is
only a single incidence tax. Unfortu-
nately this groundnut seed is subject
to multi-incidence taxation by. State
Governments, Every change of hand
means that this commodity has to
bear more taxation, which is to be
borne by the producer and the consu-
mer. This point should be thoroughly
examined.

This is an agro-based industry
which is spread over every nook and
corner of this great country. There-
fore proper transport must also be
available to the agriculturist so that
he can transport the product to the
market at a rrasonable level. There
must be adequate storage accommo-
dation for the groundnuts also. This
product must get priority in respect
of warehousing facilities. By storage
of groundnuts the agriculturist must
be in a position to obtain proper
finance from the banks on the pro-

Prices of
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duction of warehouse certificates, go
that he can sell the commodity: when
the prices come to his liking. This
will go a long way in securing ade-
quate price by the farmer, Mr. Naidu
has said that there is export of seed
and all that. It is not actually seed,
but it is called, hand-picked seeds,
(HPS) which earns good foreign ex-
change. It is used for eating pur-
poses in overseas countries, An equi-
valent quantity of oil can be imported
at a very low cost.

Therefore, I am not in favour of
banning the export of hand picked
groundnuts. We must encourage the
export of hand picked groundnuts
which really gives us a large income,.
This is really for eating purposes. We
cannot starve the consumers. If we
miss this market once, we cannot get
it back at any stage,

As hax bern rightly pointed out,
gambling and speculation in this com=
modity must be stopped altogether.
I would appeal to the Forward Mar-
kels Commission to see that forward
trading in this commeodity, on this oil
and oilseeds, is totall:- banned, so that
farmers can have a good level of
price. This is a8 most important thing
that has to be done.

There js another thing. Groundnut
oil cake is now subjected to & heavy
export duty by the Government of
India. This should be considerably
reduced so that the price to the over-
seas buyer can be reduced and we
can have a better yield for our pro-
duce.

I think wet cannot totally ban the
import of soya bean oil. But when
the price level of groundnut is very
low, there ig no need for any import
of soya bean ofl. When the price goss
up. then alone we should impSrt s0ya
bean ofl.

That is all T have to say.

st stew raw (vt ¢
wamts sy, § soflm wee, o
aTTy W Wi son wgm § fe
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W W o N TR wh
feart WY oy ey awr o Sfe
wer aT vt A %Y wrerer fiver ww
t 1 wive o w agE e W
forwm & W & qwwar § e e T
9T W9AT QU = A

MR, CHAIRMAN: Shri Randhir
Singh. Not more than five minutes.

SHRI S. M. BANERJEE: He is
speaking on groundnut, He is a hard
nut.

st tadiy fog (TEa®) : YmTEw
wErTE, GuEr w1 qar T ow age
Ffardy am & wor #Y TgE B @
o favzr arrz & 9ord @ o\ o
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NFAwIPALER LN
gy wrd s Aam ¥
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o1 YT a9 W AT T ¥, qeeh
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2 39 9T qF AT TET ¥ QuAr T 97
HYFT €6 ANG HIA FYATA R | AT
fr ¥t Q| ¥ Wiy T fv o ww-
g T ATRAT W7 AT A AAWA Y fw
Mgt fearal s Aol A g9
g o a4y &1 faedr 20-25
aral § g A 7 A W e wg
& i Forer w3 1 @91 g A qgt WA
I FFp RPN ETR T gW
g7 & I g F & ot g
Az oF i §r vk ¢ Fr 0w axer
gATRdw ¥ qar gwr § far at awr aww
LI 10 SR qOq avT  owr



349 Production and AGRAHAYANA 5, 1800 (SAKA)

g1 & fr 7g oY ofcade arar &, o=
¥ 7 37 3% QAT g 4

XAT FEATTE WL T ATTH
wT——¥qr 7y gEwa 7 Aafaat &
fgat & 23 @ ¢, A0 ¥ fgat W
Tt ity o N W A
Mrea @y gadt s figg & =
LA S (ke (S ol e gk Cf
& qgivrer qATAAT ¥ 41, A7 A7 1A

MR. CHAIRMAN: Can there be
any genera] discussion on this subject,
especially when the time is short?

SHRI S. M. JOSHI: 1 shall finish
it within time.

Far AT Qe wdr 77TAT fr feg-
= fFamaT A1 89T 80 HAET 2, TR
aga A1t e 7 2 famw o oo
QTREAT 1T &1 wrE g Ay, N
¥ wOA qAT B A 07 §Y fnde
FW § 98 AT I A A A
i fraw 37 A At A §w
w0 At &, e 7l A AR
o & gyt N FF T §, T Sy
ot Tt Freft, afes 37 # SRwE
feraman @« A @ w1 g
Y &1 arn F R §, @ W A
W d—geTe oyl Wt ¥ dar
R et i w1 W AX wr amfy
8, fear w) peat i &, 39 ¥ ax
I wrary fed gg AraTT ¥ A e
&ur fawan &, 39 %) w7 W TG OW-
Y e w7 W § I T 0w v
® o wT far g—gWe m R
R ey W
fad ww % W wTfene W g
s@®, 7l o N @t I ¥ -
ot ¥ § 31 4 feafar o aos &
ot 33, A & qree) e ww A Ay Wy
M8 () LSD—13.
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A wrg § fE orewr ameame W
g & w1 A ¥R o I Ay
*t FgrEar ¥ Wy WY A qdm
Ffe g T gz <k fr oo & wfe-
e W aft grm, gET fwwrr qu
wX awn aff @ T
WX e A §, IR W @ AN F
fararss, gewe & QX w1 & fawtw
Terf St grfy, ey arg s Wy
frirmz #fgh a1 g Wt wfg2, a dm
Tt st A o\ osEr

ATt AW H AwEet 7 gT Wn
FrfE w1 § o gues @ o
wxx & fomd 3 W o frl—my
T aAT ¢ 1 e femT ®) Iw
dxrare & wft ww faemr wfygy,
S A A N WA ¥ W fE
T W fAH g, feaTa W qArE
foreren & @1 wfl—ww &1 *rk g
g @, Afew TR B AT
frerat § a1 <E—v" w1 fgama aOW
AT WA & 1 AW ATE A w9 A0
T®/ |

o fad T o AT IR ATE M
ar§ £ gg § T & ard=r g—gwrd)
fedt qrdt & =rf =grf Tt g, fedl
=fiy & #E qerd ff 3 —arowt arél
) A Aifx §, Frad w1o0 gETt Wi
fram T ®E ITE FX
ared w1 ot 8, wafenr wr oft £
ag % 38 Afx & gw fawrs §
TN AW WY A qATT W g A e,
o % foweal B g N S8, W
% W g § we | & W
g o § e oW tw ¥ wden
TP AT T §—ETT WY [T KON

faveet W1 AT WX Y A Afr g, IW
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Y LA FPAT 1 wAT wiqwT Afaar
# gfanéy ok it wrd, #fezfaet w
g ¥ £ AfF a4 aad?, oIt ¥
FuT ¥ aft wrdd, w1y fead s
IR, §o O fAfyw, W F g
Tm oY g7 ™ ¥ fga & g 8, avy-
fras s fgr &, oiwi & fga o
@ 1 fawaer 30 & arw oA
F1A ¥ qarq N7 w1Yf aga @ w2
W, A4 WOTEY AT wAAY | gw
fag ot wag 3, wex 7 wew goAr
AMagt ¥ qfrads Afwr, wff A for
A FB I R FIAT 00, wF

siqdl WargA TE (AHHT)
Tty wAma, AT A/ AT §, A
femn @t Zw {34 oA
T gyl 2, 7w A fgear dm
A 1 AR AUGAAUT W F |
qF ¥f 47 & a1 TRAT 9%4r # fw az
it 7 TrwanA-tfaly g 977 o9
Feaqwe  mfrade | qafy frod arga
e wrin freraadt 53 4, Afsa fee
AT qR $qA1 77 770 & O A0RTT Y 3¢
qifelt fweart & fgs w2y § 1 A
Y oY gr afY &, rvaqas darQar
f& w9 &7 @A R, IA AT FORTT
N o7 7 qfr mfed e
N frasm e X §
oty saa W Avfr wfee « § e ar
A w1 N w@ o §, R
W wag NT A7 AN §, @F A
w1 WA g, wAgET w1 d e
fuRtw wraar Q14 avon A1 & 1 g9 TR
3 e qravw-a:z qaaded adff ar wfim,
waw fod gn v 41 R} § 1 Afen o
IAR7 4 & waa RN F wag § fs
wow(T AR 77 gAYy viwdr w1 afge
& w1 fam a7 wee i § an
a7 o +ga § fw 29 ©0é w4, Py
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7 firca & ft and §, oY o ag w1
FITRTART & X1q § WA waw §, aw
1 owa & Fx g qeaand ¥, o fe
zra 733 we g 204 §, e adon o
I & s Frarrrt &1 04t are ¥
T AT §, ARA & W3 @ ww
AR ¥ giar § W 97 & ww A
Tgd T} T A § ) TR EmT
1 oft wrgRl A A R T AT
ar3vexz ifady ™ qwg ow I W
¥ & R oA ofeer ¥ sveww
A=y ¥ A wgy AT § 1 gw Ay )
gy fr g grIwEAT FT IO F
ART A ITA A, g q* ¥ I GO
& farare & & | Afw w78 arfadr 3
zqTt fEATA WTRAT ®1 AT AT K7
fagr &1

tffam wiaa & 27 § A A
g1 §—*% wrady gy fa faed
At} ¥ dofRfaw waw & Frapry
T fagar qarer fea 8, gam foodr
2| grat # W afY fear § | faest gwr
W AX AW §q, AW A4 Gk &
fertr wrat ®Y froman, & qer wwA g
fir g wTeartwe v e F oY qr2 ?
PaaA TEAT ¥ STOEYNA AT AT §
o ok aff won g & g 6
arit aifafedt & faers aff g, dfex
T8 SR fgd IR 9T wdnar }
o firg am g7 dwar §, st qiqx
M N fear §—ag Wt @ @
wyafest w1 s § 1 wT amag &
fir qrave-az o wAET wvwe ¥ figaan
gt g &, fead wrond ghtwns
R §—agew gart Aw ¥ femat &
% ¥ xft ar §, ©W ww W A A
1 e Tew g—aft G farera
&
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9AT T WAT WY @y o
o & T oY e o v Yy o ?
droreg ¥, W 2w W wadk aww T },
TF A0E JU ¥ A7 ¢, gwh wvw WA
&g gk §, 39 97 ar oy A€ v -
@, foed fewmt » agr qeem v
w1 T e § e o g
7z ¥ famgw owrard 1 3 o gy
AT A1 wTgd ¥ A OF N ov v ww
fesa w1 a8 wTaEr g1, O fesdt
g AwAA A B AR ¥ e
awge g, feaar oo fm—ax
7y oifgd) growr W AE wnfee
w741 Tfgy 97 | AT ) A7
' Tay qu A T wfew

i vio ®Wo wnliy T ® AT R
ot afed ) . (wgwew) .

ofrmeft wqmier Wy FTCATMT
% g% ¥ o Y wvwr §, £8 q2H
a7 At % aqrw § orer arfady w5
T Forar wrfgy | wOETT A7 R fiewi
#1 gfie ¥ T &7 wwE ot ¥ aw—
f wa aqm orfaet arfg st § ) gury
farm WYY %Y FET A AY, O sy
g srfen o

ol we ®Wlo wwwi  (®TAYT)
mmafy g, & v fmy Ay A
UL RS U GO B Ll o
wifaw #71 & a1 47 AT 8 wer
¥ wope Fegr § 1 afe wre 1 AY & Ay
VR ST A ATATE, .

qw i A : wog § Te-
wz dur g &

Wt wo Mo wwwil : ury T AT Wy
famrar 1 awr gtw &1 ol aa
yoaoelt wY oy wr T Wl §,
¢ foenawm @ wft why oof
0, gl Y@ eweh &7 W
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—awf & s o oW & -
an § fe o7 wig 0 W ¥ oo
A 3% femrat &1 eI smar §
AT g1 @7 F @ AN W T3
wYfow Wt &7 g ¥ Afew aw I T
§or e awiT & srmfa o e qE
¥ faar A1 & i ¥ &Y 00 | 39 TE
& wrdft w=dr urf, =rw Wz A qET
oY A9 g & 1 wiAE ¥ wAmA g
o7 Iad Wt e qgat | prtam
g R ewAN ¥ W™ e ATa KT oA
%3 fx & S €1 € A § AT
weit ¢ - fwm AeT | aan w7 Afed e
WIOW GAA1 § T 3ART AR 9T LAAT
w1 & fr 30%1 f@a1 37% g1 A fem
ar wwn ¢ oafz aaw fen W oo @
A ¢ A1 fee Wz Y Am Amna
x om g8 h 2 W Rl AW
alft % P o & owe w7 T 91, St
fr qF gam 4] *1€ Qmr a0 fe
setara & wifaw 1 A A i wae
oo ¥ foms arg A1 3w 4 T WA E
a9 & g7 fzawr qre@ta @ fae A
A g At G0 AR 1 A Aty 31 fewr
¥ frefy 2€ arwa B Paeer avhe et
% vy mwa 3 frar g o) fev o
AETe faroht 2 €1 A7 7 Wt Y et
g ey of1 wfem ¥ o A
TEEY a7 97 T 7T AR 2

MR, CHAIRMAN: You are repeat-
ting the same sentence four times,

SHR] 5. M, BANERJEE: | shall ge
on congratulating the hon. Member
for four years for the service he has
done to the cultivetors.

m & ax wga fe e x Arer Ard
wrg oYy draw ¥ zrew gv oo el
firamaf w1 a1 grfa g 1 wfor off
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A1 § IwsT &=y foray J1g W Wl o
UF TTERATE ® N F 77 A 7 fa
TEAY AECT § a7 A | W TNE §
foarat & fag  asT §a1 @ & A1
o 7 fwan am, gt swt E

SHRI RAJASEKHARAN (Kanaka-
pura): I am very happy that this
august House has found some time to
discuss this important subject. Sir, as
you are aware, groundnut constitutes
one of the most {important oilseeds
produced in the world with a produc-
tion of 12.5 million tons and India
ranks first among the producers of
groundnut with a production of 44
million tonnes annually in about 6
million hectares.

Unfortunately, government have
not made any allempts to give en-
couragement to this commercial crop
which is being produced by thousands
of farmers in this countrv. It is &
very important product used both for
edible oil and also for direct consump-
tion. For the last two years the
price of groundnut is falling and it
haa fallen to the extent of 50 per cent.
Yet, unfortunately, the Agricultural
Prices Commission has not found it @t
to give a support price for this pro-
duet. Here I would like to accuse the
Agricultural Prices Commission of
fostering the Interesty of the vege-
teble ofl industry and the industria-
11sts, which is very unfortunate Here
is a product which i{s grown in this
country and, as I sald in the begin-
ning, we rank first in its production.
Yet. we have not reallsed the Import-
ance of giving this commodity a very
reasonable and remunerative price.

" Further, as pointed out by some
hon. Members, government have ag-
gravated the situation by its own
policies. Last year government Im-
ported about 1,12,883 tonnes of this
product end this vear they want to
import about 82,000 tonnes, as men-
tipned by some of our friends. Un-
less the !mport of sova bean oil and
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sun flower oil from USA and USSR
are stopped, the price of groundnut
will further fall down, aggravating
the situation, which will put the far-
mers engaged in the production of
g¢roundnut out of job.

Thevefore, I would plead with the
government that they should, first of
all, come out with a price support
policy for this major commercial crop
which is being grown in this country.
1 think, that is the first step which the
Government should take. The second
step is that they should totally prohi-
bit and ban the import of soya-bean
oil and sun-flower oil.

SHR1 ANANTRAO PATIL (Ahmed-
nagar): Mr. Chairman, Sir. without
repetition or dramatisation or going
into figures, I would like to submit
two or three points and bring to the
notice of the Minister the reasons for
the fall in production and the fall in
prices of groundnut.

Let us take the example of this
vear. There is not only fall in pro-
duction and fall in prices in Andhra
but also the same conditions prevalil in
Mysore, Maharashtra and speclally in
Gujarat which is the biggest producer
of groundnut. There are two or three
reasons why there is the fall in pro-
duction of groundnut and the fall in
the prices of groundnut. One is the
natural calamity or the nature's anger.
In some parts of the country, we did
not get ralng for days together, for a
month nearly, and in Gujarat area.
there were heavy floods. So, that
was one of the reasons for the fall in
produdtion. As therc was a fall In
production, the prices should have
gone up. But, unfortunately, the
prices have fallen down during the
last 15 davs. I am not like Mr. 8. M.
Banerjee or Mr. S. M. Joshl. I have
mysel! cultivated 6 acres of ground-
nut and the prices, in the last 15 days,
have fallen from Rs. 150 per quintal
to Rs. 110 per quintal. Out of these
6 acres, T have nearly lost Rs. 3000
insteasd of gefting a single rupee.
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One of the reasons is the import
policy of the soya-bean ofl on which
point all the Members have spakcn.
But I am not going to blame the Agri-
culture Ministry for this. The Minis-
try of Agriculture is trying its best
for the last four or five years to give
incentives to agriculturists by giving
them high-yielding variety geed. by
giving them fertilisers and by giving
them credit also. But when the crop
is ready and the crop s harvested,
then the worry of the agriculturist
comes in because there is the market-
ing problem, There, I have a quarrel
with the Commerce Ministry. There
is no coordination between the Com-
merce Ministry and the Agriculture
Ministry. This is not only in the
case of groundnut but it is also in the
case of cotton and sugarcane. The
Agriculture Ministry asks the farmers
to grow more and gives as much help
as possible. But the Commerce Minis-
try does not take into consideration
the plight of the farmers.

This year, when the groundnut pro-
duction had fallen down, the agri-
culturists were expecting a better
price. But the forward-marketing
and the rackets of the mill.man and
the middle-man under it impossible.
There should be better marketing
tacilities. When the produce s ready,
the agriculturist begins to face the
difficulty: of marketing and to get a
better price. Here comes my comp-
laint against the Ministry of Agricul-
ture. This year, the producer or the
grower of the groundnut fIs  dis-
couraged. Fiom the consumersg point
of view also, groundnut ol 18 one of
the dally necessities. Every man,
from the poor man right to rich man.
needs groundnut ofl. The price has
gone up from Rs 3 to Rs. 4 per Klo
during the last week. If we are not
going to take these things Into consi-
deration, if we are not going to have
coordination between the Agriculture
Ministry and the Commerce Ministry,
the agriculture will suffer not only
for 10 years to come but for the next
50 years also.
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Our policy should be agriculturist-
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"oriented, consumer-oriented, not miM-

man-oriented or middle-man-oriented.
About the imports, if we are not go-
ing to take into consideration our
local products, if we are not going to
give Incentives to local pro-
ducts, we are not going to make any
economic progress as far as the rural
sector is concerned. I would like to
know from the hon. Minister whether
he is going to insist upon a coordinat-
ed policy between his Ministry and
the Commerce Ministry and give re-
lief to the agriculturist.

18 hre,

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRI-
CULTURE, COMMUNITY DEVELOP-
MENT AND CO-OPERATION (SHRI
ANNASAHIB SHINDE): I am thank-
ful to the hon. House and particu-
larly to Shri Naidu for having given
this opportunity to discuas the prob-
lems of g very important crop in our
country. We know, many matters
are discussed in this House, but I
have a feeling that many times many
of the problems of agriculture are
neglected by all of us. I am glad that,
after persisting for the last few
months, Mr. Naidu succeeded in hav-
ing this discussion.

Groundnut, like sugarcane, cotton
and jute, is one of the very important
crops in our country. Lives of mil-
lions of farmers depend on incoms
from groundnut. So, as far as my
Ministry is concerned, we realise the
importance of this erop in our natlo-
nal economy. Groundnut {s not {m-
portant only from the point of view
of producers alone, but the edible ofl
which it produces is also important
from the point of view of community
as & whole. Tt is also one of the ex-
port-oriented crops because we have
been exporting considerable quantities
of de-oiled cake during the last few
vears.

Many hon. members have express-
ed thelr views in regard to the gov-
ernment’s policies about groundnut,
stc. Some of the hon. members
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have, in the course of their speechoes,
made a number of helpful suggestions
to us, but I must say that many. of the
points are mnot relevant to the sub-
ject, and, to my mind, they are based
on incorrect appreciation of the pre-
sent position.

Now, what is happening in the fleld
of groundnut? The groundnut crop
in our counfry is mainly dependent
on rains; it is a rain-fed crop; only
three per cent of the groundnut crop
is irrigated and the balance of B7 per
cent of the crop is dependent on rains.
Unfortunately, the bchaviour of the
monsoon in our country is very pecu-
llar unlike rnany other countries, and
many times even if there are rains, if
they are {ll-distributed or if they are
not evenly dictributed, then also the
crop suffers.

The difficulties in the fleld of
groundnut started in the year 1065-686.
We had a very good crop in 1864-65;
we almost produced about 59 lakh
tonnes of groundnut in that year.
But, thereafler, there was a steep fall
in the production of groundnut. For
instance, in 1965-66, we had only
forty-two lakh tonnes as against 359
lakh tonnes in the year 1964-65. In
the year 1966-67 we had only 44 lakh
tonnes as against 59 lakh tonnes in
1964-65. The position was retrieved
or improved in the ycar 1967-88 when
we had 58 lakh tonnes. But prlor to
198788, the prices of groundnut went
to a level which was not a very rea-
sonable level, I should say. I ap-
preciate the fact that the farmers
should get a reasonable price. Unless
we gucceed In ensuring a reasonable
price to the farmers, {t will be very
difficult to have a successful produc-
tion programme. 1 concede that.
After concedig that position, we have,
at the same time, to realise that the
prices of commodities should not go
to a level where it will become im-
possible for the consumers to pur-
chase the curemodity.
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From groundnut, Jike other ollseeds,
we get edible oil. During the lmst
three years, especially after 1084-88,
the prices of edible oil had shot up
to such a level that there was dis-
content among the consumers all over
the couniry, and no Government
worth its name can fail to take notice
of this. So, during the last few years,
we did jmport some Soyabeen ofl If
we had not imported Soyabean ofl,
the prices of the edible oll would have
gone up still higher and that would
have been a very harsh thing for the
consumers. So, Government did a
right thing in importing a little quan-
tity of Soya-been ofl. . .

SHRI R. K. AMIN: What about
the wide fluctuations in the prices?

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE: 1
am coming to that point. I am attach-
ing a great importance to that also.
The time at my disposal is very limj-
fed angd still I am golng to deal with
that peint.

Apart from the edible oil, in the
raw form, we also produce Vanaspati
in our couniry. Hon, members are
aware that there have been some pro-
blems in regard to the maintenance
of the level of Vanaspati prices in our
country. The Soyabean oil which is
imported into our country is not con-
sumed in the same raw form; it can-
not be sold directly. to the consumera
We only meke it available to Vanas-
pathi factories and the vanaspathi
factories are in a position to make
available the vanaspath! product at
reasonable level of prices. And it is
my own conviction that because of
the availability of soyabsan we have
succeeded in maintaining g particular
level of vanaspathi in our country.
And that has been very helpful, There
is one point which hon. Members
should appreciate. After all, what s
the gquantum of import that we de
in this country as compared with the
total requirements of the comntry?
Hardly 3 to 4 per cent has bean the
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level of our imports and 1 am prefar-
ed to corcede thig point that we
should not be dependent too much on
imports. I appreciate the sentiments
of hon. Members. 1f and when the
level of production comes up to a cer-
tain stage we should not really re-
quire soyabean oil. That should be
our effort. But sometimes if we have
difficulties, {f we have a shortfall a
deficit, if we import, there is nothing
wrong in that. Hon. Members ghould
not unnecessarily: criticise the Gov-
ernment for taking right steps for
malntenance of price level in  our
country.

AN HON. MEMBER: Import of
soyabean ghould not affect the price,
(Interruption).

SHR] ANNASAHIB SHINDE: 1
concede the point.

SHRI CHENGALRAYA NAIDU:
We can have 3 per cent in gpur coun-
try itself instead of importing. Have
you taken steps to grow that 3 per
cent in our country? (Interruption).

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE: Pro-
fessor Amin and many other hon.
Members were referring to the fact
that high flutuations prevail in the
groundnut market. This is a pheno-
mena which is causing much concern
to the Government also. I took some
trouble into going into this aspect of
the problem and I found that his has
been a common feature of our eco-
nomy during the last many years. As
soon ag the harvest is done, Imme-
diately, In the post-harvest period
the price level went down, and as
soon as the harvest season is over the
prices go up. This Is not confined
only to groundnuts but this has been
a feature almost with many of the
agricultural commeodities, I also
agree that as far ag groundnut is
concerned, this is in some accentuated
form. I quite agree with that point.
We are examining the position as to
whether gpome support price for
groundnut can be fixed up from year
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to year, That point is under examina-
tion. It should be possible for Gov-
ernment to come to certain conclusion
in regard to that. Not only that, but,
I think that some stabilisation steps
will have to be taken, constitution of
buffer stocks etc. Suppose there is
more production then there is some
agency to purchase the surplus in the
market. Then the price will not be
unduly dcepressed. Suppose there is
a shortfall; then, the buffer stocks
can be released. Government |is
considering whether some price stabi-
lisation measures can be adopted so
that the price level can be maintained
both in the interest of the producer
and the consumer. A  high-level
committee under the chairmenship of
Secretary, Agriculture, has been
constituted. A number of other minis-
tries are ulso represented on this
rommittee.

In the end 1 would like to touch
upon one point only. An important
point in respect of groundnuts is this.
Unfortunately the productivity per
acre in this country as far as ground-
nut is concerned, ijs very poor. I
have gol some figures with me, In
Nigeria it is 18.6 quintals per hectare.
In USA, 18.6 in Brazil, 13.7 Senegal
10.8.  South Africa 6.3, India 5.6 and
Burma, 5.8. We are at the lowest
level, Unless this per-acre produc-
tivity. is ralsed in this country, I do
not think that jt would be possible
for us to have really reasonable eco-
nomy for the farmer, Our entire con-
centration should be how to raise
productivity. As far as raising pro-
ductivity js concerned it involves the
problem of research, making good
seeds available, having extension ser-
vices in the fields and all that, so that
our farmers are in & position to adopt
new practices, new techniques and
new technologles to ncreass produe.-
tion. Government are taking a pum-
ber of steps. I do not want to take
the time of the House to go into de-
tails, indicating what measures Gov-
ernment are taking. But this Is the
main approach to the problem. Un-
less per acre productivity goes up, it
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will not be possible for us to have a
reasonable return to the farmer.

In conclusion, I am thankful to all
hon. members who have participated
in the discussion. They have made a
number of helpful suggestions which
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will receive due consideration of my
Ministry.
18.11 hrs,
The Lok Sabha then adjourned till
Eleven of the clock on Wednesday,

November 27, 1988/Agrahayana 8,
1880 (Saka).



