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[Shri Raj Bahadur]

Sagar Ltd, Bombay. They have got
the property; they have sot the land
and the cost of the hote] will be
about Rs. 4 crores. These gentiemen
have been permitted ‘o enter into
negotiations wilh the Hiltons on cer-
tain conditions. They nave to bear
in mind those conditions; they have
been allowed to enter into the nego-
tiations on principle. We have agreed
that they can negotiate on the basis
of sharing the gross operating profits;
and they have also to {ake into ac-
count many other factors that are
relevant for thig purpose. After they
have concluded their negotiations and
have come to some terms, they will
have to submit those termg and con-
ditions to the Government again for
approval,

So, 1 submit there is nothing wrong
in what we are doing, particularly
when we want to fill up a gap in
total accommodation, In fact, there
is a big gap. We have got the
Hiltons, the Inte-Continental Hotels
in Beirut, Tehran and Cairo on one
side and jn Singapore, Kuala Lumpur
and Bangkok on the other side—in
between there is a gap. We have
got the Hiltons hotels even in Pakis-
tan, in Karachi—we need not name
them—butl even there we have got
them, The result is that there is a
tendency for tourists to overfly our
country for want of necessary facili-
ties. We must provide the necessary
facilities. It is not that we are going
to convert all the hotels into Hilton
hotels. It is a sort of sprinkling of
Hilton hotels or inter-continental
hotels. For us, both are equal. There
is nothing wrong in this. I think I
have answered the lady hon. Mem-
ber's suspicions or apprehensions that
she raised in this regard,

She said we are not havint suffi-
cient occupancy ratio. I would say
that we have had more than B0 per
cent pecupancy ratio in the Asocka
Let me tell her that the Ashoka Hotel
itself, during the last two vears, des-
pite ‘gl the severlty of the climate,
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hag been having an occupancy ratio
of 87 per cent. I may give this in-
formation for the benefit of the hon.
lady Member.

With these words, I submit that
there is nothing wrong in what we
are doing.

Mr. Speaker:
Discussion is over.

The Half-an-Hour

Shrimati Tarkeshwari Sinha: Sir, 1
would ask a clarification.

Mr, Speaker: No clarification.
Half-An-Hour Discussion
Shri A. M. Thomas.

The
is over.

1530 hrs.

STATEMENT RE: DEFENCE
OPERATIONS

The Minister of Defenre Produe-
tion In the Ministry of Defence (Shri
A, M. Thomas): Mr. Speaker, Sir, I
woul;j like to keep the House apprais-
ed of the developments in the fight-
ing that is going on with Pakistan
since the Defence Minister made a
statement on 10th September.
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ST REIRT : WY GTEE T §E
damr {1 A A/ w1 FITw P awAr
LA
Shri 8. M. Dlanerjee: What we have

decided is that we shall not ask an
nwkward quc.ition,

Beveral hon, Members: No, no.

Bhri S. M. Banerjee: 1
have allowed me. Let
speak.

Mr. Speaker: I would read Rule-
372, It gays:

hope you
them not

“A statement may be made by
a Minister on a matter of public
importance with the consent of
the Speaker but no guestion shall
be askei ut the time the state-
ment is made.”
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Shri A. M Thomas: Mr. Speaker,
Sir, 1 would like to keep the House
apprised of the developments in the
fighting that is going on with Pakis-
:an since the Defence Minister made
a statement on 10th September.

Broadly speaking, our troops in the
Jammu-Sialkot sector have contmued
tn make gains. The enemy has put
up stout resistance and made pgreat
use of armour, Of this our forces
have taken a heavy toll. All the
Pakistani attempts to dislodge us
from our positions have been beaten
back and we have made some ad-
wvances,
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Shri A. M. Thomas: In the Chhamb-
Jaurian sector we have again been in
wontact with the enemy and have
ltnocked out some more Pakistani
fanks,

On the Lahore front our forces
have generally held their ground and
l=oien up Pakistani counter attacks
wherever they were launched. In
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the process we have taken heavy toll
cf Pakistani armour. To stop our
{further advances, the Pakistanis have
Ieen gradually blowing up bridges on
the Khagiri canal as a further mea-
ture of defence

In the Kasur scctor, a very Herce
battle raged for two days in which
the massive armoured thrusts of the
enemy were broken up and we cap-
tured a number of enemy tanks, some
with crew.

In the Dera Baba Nanak
Barmer sectors our objectives
been well achieved.

and
huve

In the Haji Pir ares and Tithwal
area our forces have Leen cleaning
up more Pakistani posts. In the
process they have not only inflicted
casualties on the enemy but have
made substantial acquisition of arms,
ammunition and stores. We have
not only now plugged some of the
more important routes of infiltration
from the Pakistani side but also held

dominating positions to lorestall
Paltistanj moves.

‘We have been in contact with
groups of Pakistani armed raiders

and have smashed up some of the
groups which have now bruken into
smaller numbers. We have also in-
flicted substantial casualties on them

(Stt.)

The Air Force has continued to
nive splendid support w our ground
furces anji hag also made sirikes at
enemy military concentrations and
air fields in West Pakistan.  Last
night the 1AF. bombed uir installa-
tions in Kohat and Peshawar. The
enemy has avoided giving air battles
but has been carrying out sneaking
raids on not only air flelds on our
side but also on civilian targets. Some
ol these raids have been carried out
in the eastern sector where the Bag-
dogra and Barrackpore air fields were
the tlargets. According to the latest
reports reaching us, a raid was also
mude on  a  ewvilian  wirtield at
Agartal..

In the four deys' fighting since the
Defence Minister made his statement,
we have destroyed 86 Pakisltani tanks
and captured 32, including 2 with
crew. We have also destroyed 15
Pakistani aircraft through ground
fire and aerial action. In addition,
other aircraft have been destroyed on
the ground, o! which we do not
have exact estimates. Our own
losses in this period have been small
in comparison,

1545 hrs,

The Lok Sabha then adjourned till
Ten of the Clock on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 15, 1965/Bhadrs 24, 1887
(Saka).



