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MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER : The report
will be debated on Friday. The Minister is
just giving you advance notice.:

Now we may take up the motion of
Mr. Kanwar Lal Gupta to discuss the
statement made by the Minister of Law
and Socicl Welfare on the 19th November,
1969 regarding mid-term  Parliamentary
elections.

17.09 brs.

DISCUSSION ON STATEMENT RE :
MID-TERM PARLIAMENTARY
ELECTIONS

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Mr, Kanwar
Lal Gupta,

@ wrraw g (feeht 77w) o
guisgs ot niw @ &E faA 9gd AN
wRlzy 3 wd @A gEl & g H
awasT faar @1 41 39 ®HA SEIA TRl
a1 fr ¥ yfeat adaaa Oft & a0
or @ & e s i fadw 717 3@
ggEln gz M FT W f& gg @EA WO
78 fear oym—za wwre &1 fawaa
fearar w1 | 9 aFsy ¥ FAA FAH
wE AY @ /%ar § afsa & wg aFqr
g w¥e #ré qEu A e d A 7ef 2
fore®r gATeT FA% g F gl A
fag 0% ¥ wIT fag woadis) ¥ oA
wilgT ag g @ er @, Wi fow At
% geqsq vaama Fwvma A fzar 3w
g 36 fxa & gTa s %A @ AW
g% wiz qiw are @ @ glEdl #
gai ¥ o @ oud wee ¢ fF g &
ety Afr ¥ g 3 @d @ FAC
g gu, T gE ¥ gEat and TN
wii adf aarg 7w o1 T @ E W
fogd ame ot o &ar 1 fwar an A
Iuy ggd arg qar g feUroar 7 ¥ 7
gvat g fe adi fear & smar g s
fe A qEEEA WA B AV FIH S
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& o< fog Q% & og $M YA waw
FT @ 2, wafs wigg 2@, EE Q
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gAE A & faerer g wifgo
gaar g1 gt & 1z fAeae g afes 3@
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¥ IEA WA T FAT F ogwwar g
fs ag & ad ad 2 gAmw @
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& wnEnc el g ®F Wy & §
g wizar @ fs osofer e gfem
tfemt av qifafzsa odfa N gAw
F nagy ¥ fwsar gt fady ag =g
agi Al A7 FTF F 7 Tl WAL AngA
a1t ZiwalZ %y fa qar ovfuz fga) ;g ?
uF g wiar g1 fw fag faa gma @
38 fe7 o171 ziaME wr gl wifgo
SEF a1 ¥ agr wfafear ¢ 7 3z 4@
agY gaEaig § faa & A § yma i@
921 afsq gog@al £ g9 oAt 35
fea ® gam a1 9 @ & ga A7y 47 AW
FT & IT A T 2W A gAdaaifd)
WYX ngag qar & § . afew & @awar §
UF WET q wqafar €3 & gAE
WA F qIT 7 &gar agl Sigar . afsa
fag 9% T a1 qidraTi; G0 AT a41 g
# guwar ¢ fs ag w@r ga 997 919
qIqT 7 AL A1

ifg & wA) wgrag 7 w21 5 A0
fae-zq 91= ag Zimr Wiz 3R fasame
o famiar | &fsq 37 & fasaw faanm
& arz o1 "rs F4ar a1 fagmg sar g ?
ug fausifen gznz g | yard w#El AT
"l ey U fgma Adl 2 f& ag g9
FLE gz AT F5 F g Oy 9@
A1 9123 21 WfFa ag =19 & 5 qw
I 1§03 wSgd &1 W4, W& 99 &
FFEAF AT A9, g AN W
FUSA 3 F g AT aq wATTF GGOT FI
% f& fog-zd @i @ | &fFT 2@ & oF
gau gara wiar § % 391 9gm /e )
gark fawa & myar aifegidie &
fera #za T za ¢ 7 am aifwariz
festrea 37 & fau s g=f usgqfe
sifamogwdt 2 Tqe . % Qa1 2
afFq go Fo 71 T1@ATgET 3 gmrwr
Fiedlggem S g 3§ § q@r waw
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Zo ¥o &1 & fFr 2 &z g1 ad¥ spar &
I T AT 221 ALY AFT #

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER : | am sorry
to interrupt you, Shri Kanwar Lal Gupia.
As you see in the Order Paper, one hour
is allotted for this discussion. You have
taken 10 minutes.

SHRI KANWAR LAL GUPTA : Only
5 minutes,

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER : One minute
this or that side does not matter. The hon.
Minister will, I think, take about 10 minutes.
There are hon. Members also who would
like to speak on this. So, 1 would request
you to cooperate with the Chair and be as
brief as possible, so that the maximum of
numbers may have the opportunity to
speak.

SHRI KANWAR LAL
mally 15 minutes are given,

GUPTA : Nor-

AN. HON. MEMBER : It is an impor-

tant m.tter.  You can extend the time by
15 or 20 minutes.

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER :
do it.

I cannot

SHRI KANWAR LAL GUPTA : The
House can do it.

SHRI SURENDRANATH DWIVEDY ;
(Kendrapara) ;: In the Agenda we have got
the Half-an-hour discussion. Mr. Madhu
Limaye is not here today and we cannot
take up that Half-sn-hour discussion. So,
‘we can coptiune with this upto 6-30 P. M.
without any difficulty,

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER :

If that is
the desire of the House...

SHRI KANWAR LAL GUPTA : Other-
wise I cannot do justice ..

SHRI SURENDRANATH DWIVEDY H
Mr. Madhu Limaye is not here. He is

absent. So, this discussion can continue
upto 6-30 P. M,
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MR, DEPUTY SPEAKER : All right.
If it is the unanimous view of the House,
we can do it.

SOME HON. MEMBERS : Yes,

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER : That is,
the time for the Half an-hour discussion to
be raised bv Shri Madhu Limaye will be
devoted to this item. T have no objection,

SHRI KANWAR LAL GUPTA : Thank
you, Sir.

fmpsggalfs o aga aw
g1 59 4 a1 g1 & fF @ gwid
T & Wi gAY F) g| A &1 wiowie
¢ fr 3z wezafs @ 8 fr mifwardiz ag
FT & gavar g fFar oy F oA wzAr
mpifs@salsdaig v
7g fF d81 go Fo F1 famyr 2 F@i aT
Ty AT 1 T oA 2 alwa
g o) fagrT § ag go o ¥ fawiA
& w0 2 1 gERr uegafa gar wa 2
®9 w9 uegafa &1 z2r asa ¥ dfaq
To Fo F yaw Ay fen 3z 3or Adl
a1 2 99 A1 W7 221 AL /%7 3 59
Ft g3dr9 A8 #¢ gwd &1 AfFT gaAary
qgi e e FTaFy &0 fer daz A
<t @fsa gu %27 & {5 ueesfa na
s a3Ar ¢ Y maT smE aFd) w1
At 38 §ur ot fgm @wdr &1 zataz
AA & wan w7 whFT E

gEU aAE qar & ;4 90T garq
g} 2 A 7z Trezafa g aigfen Fim
gt gt Aier, 42 AgT agr 419 g Wiw
aF za & 11E gang 34 fzar aar g
qiaxY arz Zn1 ¥e AFE sAE A A
Wl ag gaiF gzrar 9t A4 AT TER
Tz 991 ISl qfgs FAFRT [T 428
FIE A0 2t an o d@few 3T F oag
[g qAH Wil A1 g4 ¥ 1 T A 0 O
AT A 21 @Al 2 fF usgafa wied-
TYWAT 22 § W 3T A A § W §&
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f 97 F2r 9 78 I WA AfEw
Y F Az T oar w9 FiEdEguz
wardl 1 NAferm A1 2@ A §@T
g% fug 7 v gisdz faar ar:

*The President may promuigate an
ordinance only after consultation with
the Council of Ministers.

Tz zew fazg & A @@ FiEdEgz
waraAl § gz adehz fzar ar A 9w
HA7 To niATIT A wagl fr a1 A1 7.8
w®E7a A1 & adife az fasgm fFar smar
g frasrszga @ @011 38 |AT T7o
wRg 2@iE 7 #g1 f& fagra § Ran FEf
27 A Ere wEIEET A ®Er fF omy At
fawra & agY ¢ &fsm sg &1 mfgwq &
1 93 WIF 3% IF FT AAIEA A5
fearmar ~Aar gz g fF g famm
& wracid g Nt g, afew wa oA
fawra faar go 2 ol 3@ &1 @ o
g3 @A gz AgY fAwmm fr (e
gFIT § Tegafa & Fov @z i A@p
gni fx ag oeT qranr &Y+ Tieefa A
usll 2, 72 W7 a1 A wF H7 qeqfd 7
21 ¢ fr A A1 @7 wenew A 3 ag
HF § 210 32T A Ud A FAAH
9T g 7EAl § | & gy e gim 1 &
srezafa wrg & fe war feafar sar @ ?
arar gz areq gror fE 78 gura w4 #
A FY AAT & fA, gar g9T geET
fesltegma atm awdt # fo adf ? o
gL widl 2 @t fer usgafa arsg § fw
gl 39 a1 2.3 WMAF F |

U ®Mw g war 2 & 4§
AFAIET g 2 o ®¥ Far migArfeEd
FTHIT T (EF1eqEA qIAALZ FT FITH
w1 g% & ! faaar gu Aige & o Fe
& W i s A g M
e 3w w1 wfeardiz fedegqem
AT FgH AL 21 AL G Fo F AT
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[t wavomer qar]
2 Y = wrEArfed) wEAdz w1 A faege
& 78 2, YT A & e =nfzdy

feafa a1 & ? a8 |7wTT oF TRg @
Fat Ty 9 forar AT 2 ) 3T OF T
qT T4 &1 TF qgAqT @A @ e ey
q¥ FaArfed) famat @, @t fedd 97 &%)
fradl & | o8 Nafea fedam fa=w
gg IFIT TF 99 FIAT IgAr oY, Afwa
w2 2m fr gz ol fawis § A IR
gz twrEe § 1 Wi wx feeiw §
A gg Adf T @F | 41T A 9g¥ aw
5 {7 ga fedam fam A8 o wTr
izt &1 AfFT 5w 7 i gu W W
#Y Y9 FTar 9371 W F1 gaAwT gz 2 ¥
grg &t GgAfE Y 20 wa & @,
Y o ozt § 3g 27 0w IRy W
£, ¥aw dro Mo mrfo A &1 It is not
the Communist Party of India, it is the
Congress Party of Indira.

oF FIF 99 & AT oF faad
q® 3 1 qu Fzar 2 f& w9 Tw sygfae
ol wiw sfzer B ow @TEd fadw
aw a1 Hfad, ag aee faiet g F
fa Qe 07 % 2 fed T - oF fas
q| M7 oF geRIA fate)  owy, fam &
g ot o gfrar F d3red

SHRI YOGENDRA  SHARMA

(Begusarai) : We are not Syndicate opposi-
tion ; we are a democratic opposition.

SHRI KAN AR LAL GUPTA : This
is only an extension of 1, Safdarjang nothing
else.

any ag ArzArfedl naAdz @ oar
o we fEagT w7 fF maT auwie
0 fre A I A1 gmd wwGfa
FORTT AT A1 AU A wywr fear
[ a3 A 24wl | g fafede @
SAgT g ar 1§ MNT g1, faq@ w1 0N
agaT § 98 ¥ usgafa g g and
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¥ A0 it afamiiz N fexisg gl
fear smanr 1 gg & Famfes W dw
# AgEE & AT Anzar g

wAad AN o7 TF vy % @5
oM 4g] 5 saar awg wq gH g
fasr wgr 21

age win ¥ ug @ fF wreenfa aw
& gdm N & 5 o w7 6@
fopmaaa fespieqes & ¥ § wezafa
gz arefen & o1 ¢4

gadt 7O wim ag ¢ f5 e
FlaA F1 Tgacaawa 2ar qfgy fr 3w
¥ aré-eay agi QA fet W IF
mizear F1E I e atg F oA "
aifgd, adiz waAfas 2= F are aay
f&r, w7 & qiT A Afaw &7, o
¥ wYE fraweee edfen 7 2Y

wtr Algd ¥ s g ¢ fe gwm
afY, ag @gi A o) fafe gl av ik
fagr® v aywr &3 fF fedt @ g
5§ qifgritz ®1 feqiea agt fEar dam)
gt T FY grF7 fo adr ar gaEd €,
&Y AIFIT F47 A6a £, 37 F1 Ay fzar
araar o gf AnT F}E Agf gAr @%ar ar
foz aY garer 97w 9 &

FTAGE F g ¥ WUAT I
TRTET FTAT § |

SHRI SURENDRANATH DWIVEDY :
(Kendrapara) : 1 shall confine myself
to the subject without going into the
question of dissolution, whether the Govern-
ment has power, whether the President has
power to dissolve Parliament.

After the statement of the Minister here
on this question. I do not think doubts in
the minds of the people have been removed,
The statement is, 1 would say, rather an
eye-wash, it wants to conceal more than
to reveal real facts. Two or three pertinent
questions arisc out of it which I will now
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place before you and want the Minister to
reply.

It is all right to say that the Election
Commission has the power of conducting
and supervising the elections. It is a
statutory body with stalutory powers under
the Constitution. Mobody is going to dis-
pute that. But 1 want to know whether
the Election Commission has the inherent
power to fix dates for elections. That it
does only after consulting the State Govern-
ments or the Central Government.

Mark the date when the Election Com-
mission suddenly became aware that it
must overhaul its machinery in such a way
that elections can be conducted as expedi-
tiously as possible if it is called upon to
undertake that responsibility. That was in
the first week of MNovember when the split
in the Congress Party came to a crisis.
When it was known that the Congress Party
was splitting that Government was losing
its majorty, it might resign, it was threatening
fresh clections in order to get supporters,
than to strengthen that propaganda the
Election Commission was a hanily weapon
to play to the tune of the prime Minister's
political desires. That is what has happzned
1 could have understood if after the
Presidential election the Election Commission
had thought that there was piobability of
instability in political life and anticipating
it decided 1o prepare itself, but that was
not so.

The timing and date are very important.
It is all right for the Law Minister as a
constitutional lawyer to tell us that this is
not the Government’s business, that this is
the business of the Election Commission
and be can do nothing about it. But the
revision of electoral rolls is a continuing
process, this is nothing new. So, why this
hallabaloo, why this demonstration, why
this conference of the Chief Electoral
Officers to see that within so many days
everything was completed, engaging five
lakhs of people ? What was the necessity ?
What was done in the previous vear ?

Again, 1 would like you to mark the
date. The Election Commission says that
by the 15th January the revision of electoral
rolls would be completed and within 35 days
from 15th Jaouary they will be able to
complete the election processes, We will
be adjourning this month and meeting again
in February for the Budget Session, I do
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not know whether there is some coincidence
here. Why this date of 15th Jaouary ? It
is a significant date. So, it is not so
innocent as he says. It may be that there
is mo formal communication, but it seems
there must have been some telepathic
communication between the two so that the
Election Commission could understand
“Oh, there is such a situation.”

Then, Sir, it will be a bad day for this
country if the Election Commission comes
for critivism of this nature. In spite of the
fact that there were several irregularities at

the time of the eclections, there was
administrative  interference,  Gowvernment
inferference, nowhere was the Election

Commission accused of partisan spirit. So,
it will be a bad day for this country if the
Election Commission is made a puppet in
the hands of the executive, Why I say this
is because of this 1 make a charge, and
let the Government repudiate it if they
can. The postponement of the by elections
further streogthens my charg., because I
know it for a fact that once the by-elections
were postponed when there was an
emergency. It was not the Election Com-
mission but the Government who did it.
All the Opposition leaders were called to
a conference with the Election Commission
and the Government to decide whether in
that emergency we could postpone the by-

elections or we could have them, But here
nothing was done. I charge this Govern-
ment : these by-elections have ben

postponed only because the Election Com-
mission is faced with the difficulty as to
whom to give the symbols : the Congress
opposition or the ruling Congress party.
(Interruption) Because of the difficulties
that are faced by the ruling Congress party,
in order to put forward the claim that it
will got the symbol and because the other
party is opposiog it and they are not
entitled to get it, the Election Commission
wants to postpone the by-elections till that
day when the session of the Congress is
over, when the party will claim that so
many delegates were in a majority on this
side or that side aod they will go and
give representation to the Election Com-
msision, and then the Election Commission
will decide on the symbol and then the
by-elections will be taken up. Otherwise,
there was no ground whatsocver for
posiponing the by-clections. What is the
emergency ? What in this ? The symbol
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of bulls can be given to this side or that
side. We do not mind., After all, the
postpopement of the by-election further
corroborates my point that the Eleclion
Commission, with the concurrence of the
Government, had an evil design ; olherwise,
it cannot deprive a section of the population
from being rcpresented in the legislatures.
It had been announced ; the people were
prepared and the candidates were put up
What was the emergency for the revision
of the rolls, and how many more are you
going to add ? In this country, we are
prepared every month, to face an election
either in the States or at the Centre. 1 do
not know how long will this Government
exist here. Even if it exists, in view of the
shape of things that is coming up, 1 do
not know what will be the stability of any
other governmert which may come. In
such a situation. we may face an election
at any time. Therefore, to say that unless
the rolls are revised, we will not have the
elections, means that there will be no
elections ; the elections will be held only
according to the suitability and convenience
of the ruling party. This will be a danger-
ous precedent and the Election Commission,
willy-nilly or deliverately. has fallen a prey
to this machination and it is accused of
political motives behind it.

MNow, one thing has not been clarified.
The hon. Member has put certain categori-
cal questions, It has not been clarified even
now. I would like the Minister to reply
to it, that in no case they are thinking of
a dissolution, Of course, we are not going
to permit the dissolution. We shall fight
it tooth and nail. Let us see. Because
the electorate has elected the representatives
for a full term of five years ; there might
have been a split in the Congress party ;
that does not mean that the electorate has
changed. It is an internal quarrel, There-
fore, there is po question of dissolution.
But I want to know specifically whether at
any time, at any place, at any conference,
any hint was thrown or anything was
said, in order to justify or create a feeling
in the administration as also in the Election
Commission that probably they may have
to face a mid-term eclection in the near
future and for that, the entire machinery
must. get ready.

Secondly, you were in the Chair, Sir,
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yesterday and we saw how the Law Ministel
wanted to put through that subtle amend-
ment He asserted that it was constitutional,
but when his design was exposed and he
had no defence, he had to withdraw it. But
we feel thére was a sinister design behind it.
After all, after the Constitution Amendment
Bill is passed, it his to be ratified by 50 per
cent of the State legislatures. If it is not
ratified before 25th January, 1970 and if it is
done beyond that date, then the Law
Minister could have come before the House
and said, it should be given retrospective
effect. But he was not prepared for that. He
was doing it purposelv. That gives a feeling
to pcople all over the country that secretly
they are preparing for a mid-term election,
however, much they may deny it publicly.

The Election Commission has so far
behaved as an impartial organisation and
earned a reputation by conducting four
general elections in a free and fair manner.
It is for the Government now 1o behave in a
manner in which the respect and reputation
of the Election Commission remains
intact.

SHRI K. NARAYAN RAO (Bobbili) :
Sir, so for this issue was merely an academic
one, but now it has assumed a sense of ur-
gency. This debate was initiated by Dr.
Rajendra Prasad when he inaugurated the
Indian Law Institute and jt still contioues.
Regarding the question whether the advice
given by the Prime Minister is binding on
the President or not, everybody has to admit
that there are certain areas where the Presi-
dent can exercise his discretionary powers.
This has been conceded by everybody. But
what are these areas and to what extent can
the President exercise his discretionary
powers and under what conditions 7 On 1his
there is a difference of opinion.  Arguments
can be advanced for and against it. 'We have
had no precedent till now and there has been
no trisl of strength. In this context, by nnd
large, we have to rely on the British con-
ventions. There again, we cannot adopt
every convention created in Britain because
the conditions in India and in Britain are
totally different.

Under the Constitution, there are 3
functionaries which have a distinct inter-
pretation—Parliament, Government and the
President. We are asking the Law Minister-
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to commit the Prime Minister that she will
not ask for dissolution, I do not think any-
body can come into this particular situation.
Everybody has to accept the position that
even under the British constitution, it is the
prerogative of the Prime Minister to ask for
dissolution To what extent the President is
bound to abide by it is still a moot point.
We have a President and he is entitled to
have his own mterpretation.  After he takes
a decision, Parliament will have to decide
whether the President’s decision is right or
the Prime Minister's decision is right, Until
then, it is academic.

Mr. Dwivedy was exercised about the
amendment yesterday regarding the date.
It was sought to be made only for avoiding
any overlapping or gap. As it is, this re-
servation will end on 25th January, 1970.
To avoid any gap or overlapping, this
amendment was sought to be moved. [ do
not know how he got the idea that this
amendment of the Constitution should be
ratified by half the rumber of State legis-
latures.  According to article 368, I do not
think such ratification is requited for the
Constitution Amendment Bill we passed
yesterday.

SHRI N. K. SOMANI (Nagaur) : Sir, a
number of speculative reports have been, I
think out of design.  Ewer since that fateful
Presidential Election most of these rumours
have be'n installed in public minds through
newspapers and through whispering com-
paigns and it becomes abundantly clear that
the mind and heart of ruling party and
the Prime Minister is not at all clean.

I would cite two or three instances of
the areas of undue influgnce. To begin with,
we had the historic stray thoughts dictated
by the Prime Minister at Bangalore, when
she made a sweeping allegition against the
entire battery of businessmen and indus-
trialists and said that she is aware of the
machipations of the business world. that
she has documentarv evidenze about the
manner in which black money is circulating
in our system, etc. This is one way in which
she could certainly intimidate the gullible
section of businessmen and industrialists. [
would turn back and ask “If you have
evidence of the machinations and misdeeds
of certain businessmen, what right have you
to sit upon these files instead of giving them
to the CBI for investigation 7"
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The second area of influence was when
she chose to attack the burcaucrats of the
country, who she said, are the greatest
stumbling block. These people are not cer-
tainly committed to her shade of thinking
and her enthusiasm for the so-called
socialism. Either we live in a democratic
society or she wants to transform it into
a totalitarian society.

THE MINISTER OF LAW AND
SOCIAL WELFARE AND RAILWAYS

(SHRI GOVINDA MENON): What has
this to do with revision of electoral
rolls ?

SHRI N. K. SOMANI: I am just

narrating the instruments of intimidation
and blackmail.

The third area of influence is regarding
her own politicians whom she wants to keep
on the leash, because she finds it useful, by
this kind of threat of dissolution of the
highest elected body of the country. Reports
have been in circulation that there may be a
mid-term election. On the other hand.
patronage—to her own party people and yes-
men is being distributed with both hands,
I am sure most of us have heard that ahso-
lute power corrupts absolutely. I would like
to add, imminent loss of power corrupts
infinitely morz. It is the imminent loss of
power, which has compelled her to shed
all kinds of moral and legal compunctions.

I am advised that the Home Ministry
is indulging in an exercise of an academic
nature whereby they will give an instrument
to this Government, namely, in the event of
a dissolution of this House, some kind of a
care-taker Government would be installed.

They are also trying to find a lacuna or
a loophole, just because the Constitution of
our country is silent, so that in this event
some kind of a votz-on-account will be given
under the emergency powers by the Presi-
dent and the administration of this country
can be conducted.

Sir, I do not normally use strong words
but in this particular case I would like to
say that the conduct of the Chief Election
Commissioner has been  reprehensible
when he says that he is aware of his consti-
tutional responsibility and when he boasts of
his preparedness that in 35 davs from a
particular date he is ready to go to the polls
and to arrange the entire mechanism of the
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Generai Election. 1can say only that the
Chief Election Commissioner, like the
judiciary, should not only be discreet but
should be like Caesar’s wife. 1 would like
you to imagine for just ome minute if the
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court were to
get up today and say to this Parliament or
to somebody having a bright idea that just
as you remove the property rights from the
Fundamental Rights Chapter or Shri Nath
Pai's Bill is given a passage, he is ready in
174 days to adjudicate on that particular
matter. These things are not said. We ex-
pect them to be ready. But the timing of the
statement of the Chief Election Commis-
sioner and his conduct are something about
which more can be said.

1 would, therefore, urge that the Presi-
dent of India, in the ioterest of political
stability, morality and upholding the dignity
of this House, and not being led to succumb
to the machinations of the truncated ruling
party, should unequivocally declare now
publicly, just as he has done in a private
interview with a PSP leader, that he is not
a rubber stamp and that he would refer this
view to the Supreme Court.

SHRI SONAVANE (Pandharpur) : Sir,
can the hon. Member cast aspersions on the
integrity of the President of India when he
alleges that he cannot be a rubber stamp ?
It is objectionable and should not go on
record ..(Inrerruption.)

SHRI N, K. SOMANI: I am quoting
from a public document which bas been
printed.

Let the President unequivocally declare
about his intentions and rights and. if neces-
sary, refer it to the Supreme Court.  As far
as my own party is concerned, we do not
have to take the cue from the padli Con-
gress President, Shri Subramaniam, who said
the other day that they ars prepared to face
the polls. If they are, the rest of us also are.
Therefore, I will only hope and pray that
when an event like this comes, when the
Prime Minister thinks it correct in her mind
10 ask for dissolution of the House, the
President of this country would given an
opportuni y for an alternative democratic
government being formed.

DR RAM SUBHAG SINGH (Baxar) :
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Sir, I am glad that this motion has been
introduced by Shri Kanwar Lal Gupta and
Shri Dwivedy. They have made a very
forceful speech in regard to the heinous
activities of the Government. It is a dis-
graceful that this Governm:nt has created
this vicious atmosphere. But the Govern-
ment is incapable of getting it done.

We would welcome the dissolution of
Parliament simply because of the fact that
this Government, which is in utter minority,
will be eliminated by the dissolution of
Parliament,

I support Shri Somani's poiot that this
Government should not be allowed to conti-
nue as a carctaker government because it
has not got any standard and majority. You
would have noticed that yesterday a wrong
amendment was introduced and was hurriedly
withdrawn. Similarly, you can take a census
of the advice, legal advice more particularly,
given by the Government. All that has gooe
wrong and has gone against the interest of
the country. You can analyse that.

The name of the President was intro-
duced in the discussion. 1 do not want to
say anything which might be derogatory to
that high dignitary, But the President must
stick to what has appeared in all the
national papers that he should nat rubber-
stamp all the advice that might be tendered
by this minority government because it has
not got any legal standiog now. The
Government was formed on the basis of
the majority that the leader of the then
Congress Parliamentary Party commanded.

Now they have no majority in the House
and this Government somehow or other
are trying to stick to power. It can continue
for some time because it has got allies.
But, as was mentioned by Mr. Kanwar Lal
Gupta, they are npot in a position to
introduce any legislative measure into the
House which they themselves wanted to
introduce previously.

Similarly, there is a difference between
the UK Parliament and this Parliament, the
power of the Crown and the power of the
President and " that can be gone into not by
the Law Ministry or by this Government,
but that can be gone into by real experts on
law and they can give advice or it can be
referred to the Supreme Court and the
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Supreme Court can give advice as to what
should be done.

The dissolution of Parliament can be
had only on the recommendation of the
Parliament because as this Government has
lost 1ts majority and is a minority Govern-
ment, it cannot say that this is the opinion
of the Government and ask the President to
dissolve ‘he Parliament. What is the
Government to day ? Who are there in the
Government 7 They are all people who dare
not say anything against the wishes of the
Prime Minister. Therefore, the advice of
such a Government should not be given any
importance.

Regarding holding of meetings by the
Prime Minister, the Prime Minister holds
meetings during elections.

SHRI S. KANDAPPAN (Mettur) : He
should not say anithing about Cabinet
secrets.

DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH : Where
is the secret now 7

You are the latest ally. How far will
this alliance last—I do not know. They
should not make use of the power of the
Prime Minister nor the Exchequer should
be misutiliseed by the Prime Minister
because wherever she goes even during
election times, on Governoment account
meetings are arranged because all the
arrangements are made on behalf of the
Government. The entire, huge, paraphernalia
is managed by the Government. That is a
thing which must be eliminated during
elections because for one meeting of the
Prime Minister, even the simple arrangement
costs about Rs, 65,000. That is a thing
which must not be thrown on the public
exchequer, It must be borne by the Party
which contests the elections,

So I would like that the President must
put a curb on the Prime Minister's activities
during elcction time or Parliameat should
put a curb that no Minister, more parti-
cularly the Prime Minister, should have
the freedom to use or misuse the public
money.

Therefore, one is that there should not
be any misuse and there should nol be any
caretaker Government because we see what
the Gowvernment is. It should not be
allowed to continue as a caretaker Govern-
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ment, As I said in the beginning, if the
Parliament is dissolved...

SHRI AMRIT NAHATA (Barmer) : Do'
You want dissolution of Parliament ?

DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH : Yes, I
want. Dissolve the Parliament to-day. Let
us face the elections.

SHRI S. M. BANERJEE : Mr. Deputy
Speaker, Sir, you adjourn the House.

DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH : Adjourn
the House and dissolve it. This Government
is a minority Government, It should not
be allowed to exist even for a moment.

SHRI R.D. BHANDARE (Bombay
Central) : Having heard the speeches of the
Opposition it appears to me that the
Opposition suffers from a split personality.
(Interruptiuns). Some of the members of the
Opposition seem to be haunted by the
spectre of mid-term elections. That is one
side of the Opposition. The other side is
of the Congress (Opposition) which is very
much anxious to have the mid term election
because they would like the House to be
dissolved as, according to them, thisisa
minority Government,

SHRI RANGA
(Interruptions)

(Srikakulam) : It is.

SHRI N. K. SOMANI : Did you count
the heads ?

SHRI AMRIT NAHATA § Why dont's
you bring a motion of no-confidence ?

SHRI R. D. BHANDARE : It is very
easy to be in power. But, under Parliamen-
tary democrary, it is much more difficult to
play the role of opposition. My friends have
not learnt to play the role of the opposition.

DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH : That is
left to you.

SHRI R. D. BHANDARE : Sir, dissolu-
tion is mot a wishful thinking, There is a
provision under the Constitution, as to when
dissolution can take place. We have accepted
Parliamentary Democracy, and, Parliamentary
Democracy presupposes the existence of
political parties. There are number of
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eventualities. There may be two-party
system ; there may be multi-party system,
whether we like it or not. In our country
we have got the multi-party system. And,
therefore, under the multi-party system, we
have a party in power which is the largest
single majority in this House.

DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH : Where
there is majority.

SHRI R. D. BHANDARE : Now you
are not in power, Kindly learn to have
patience. Kindly give me a patient hearing.

SHRI SURENDRANATH DWIVEDY :
As a constitutional expert, I would like to
know from Mr. Bhandare whether the
present leader of the lergest single party was
called upon to from the Ministry as the
leader of the largest single party or of the
majority party leader ?

SHRI R. D. BHANDARE : As 1 was
explaining, Sir.  the working and t!m
functioning of the party system is like this.
It so happended that some of the individuals
from the largest party which had formed the
Government had gone over to the other side
but the Governmznt continued to be in office
and there was no necessity and there was
no exigency and there was mo occasion to

elect another new leader to from the
Government.  That is the copstitutional
position.

Therefore. dissolution is not a wishful
thinking :nd this subject of mid-term

election as a factor should not hgl.]nt the
minds of the Members of the Opposmag, as
it has haprened in the casc of Mr. Dwivedy
and Mr. Kanwar Lal Gupta As for as
Dr. Ram Subhag Singh ji is concerned, he
is the Leader of the Opposition and 1 hope
and pray that he will follow the consti-
tutional provisions.

So far as the Election Commiss‘wnc.l_' is
concerned, he is in charge of the electl'olgs
and preparation of electoral rolls and :t_ls
one of the duties of the Election Commis-
sioper to revise the electoral rolls _fmm
year lo vear. And then you _ca]:-nm sm-lp_ly
challenge the Election Commissioner’s duties
functions, beause. he s of the status and
position of the Supreme Court Judge. If
be has lost your coofidence, you have got
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the methods and the procedure by which
you can challenge him. Instead of doing
that, there is no use casting aspersions on
him, because, we have got to follow these
constitutional provisions.

Therefore, 1 am trying to emphasise
this point on the minds of the Opposition
Members that if at all they want to play
the role of the opposition, they must func-
tion within the framework of the constitu-
tion. They cannot accept one part of the
constitution and reject the other part of the
constitution. My prayer and my advice ‘o

them would be to follow the Constitution,
as It is.

DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH : It is

wrong advice.

SHRI R. D. BHANDARE : We have
to follow the constitutional provisions. If
you want to seek the dissolution of Parlia-
ment, it could be done according to the
provisions of the Constitution. If you
want to challenge the Election Commissioner,
you have to do it according to the constitu-
tional provisions. Therefore, I would like
to say, do respect the constitution.

So my advice to them is : let the mid-
term elections not haunt miods of the
Opposition.

SHRI S. KANDAPPAN (Mettur)
Shri Bhandare was trying to convioce us
that the Election Commission has got the
power and has

acied on its own
It is true that jt has the power.
But it is very difficult for us to be-

lieve, or for that matter, for our country-
men to believe, that it has acted in the
normal course ; this is because of the speed
with which it has proceeded and the dead-
line which it has for itself fixed. Normally
when electoral rolls are publ‘shed, the time-
limit for objections which are called for is
30 days, but pow I understand that in this
case it bas been reduced to 15 days. So
this urgency goes to prove that there is
some kind of emergency in its roll work.
So let us not try to hide obvious facts. Let
us not try to wish away facts.

It is very well for Government to argue
that they have a feeling that there might
be dissolution of Parliament in spite of



27 Mid-term Parly.

themselves ; so they have taken up this job,

so that they are not taken unawares. [ can
understand that kind of argument

AN HON. MEMBER : Honest argu-
ment.

SHRI §. KANDAPPAN : Yes, because
I do feel it is quite possible that it may
happen. Nobody in this country can now
definitely say, whether he be from the Op-
position or from the Congress Party, that
there is not going to be a dissolution of
Parliament or there is not going to be a
mid-term poll, Ts the Government Party in
a position to say that they will definitely
manouvre a majority in such a poll? I
doubt. Or is Dr. Ram Subhag Singh in a
position to tell us that he can manouvre a
majority ? [ doubt. We are all very pain-
fully aware of the process that is taking
place in our Parliament.

SHRI R. D. BHANDARE :
ing is very bad.

Manouvr-

SHRI S. KANDAPPAN : It is all right.
We are painfully aware of the process
happening now.

We have been indulging in glib talk. We
are adding to more and more parties. When
people from the DMK and others of our
thinking pleaded for more autonomy to
States, one arguement advanced against it
was ‘see the fissiparous tendencies in the
country ; see the splinter groups that are
fighting agaiost each other’, But now I
predict that the same thing is going to hap-
pen at the Centre in this Paliament.

SHRI RANGA : It is happeninz already.

SHRI S. KANDAPPAN : Yes, After
mid-term poll, T envisage the position will
be worse. The number of the ruling Cong-
ress is going to be reduced. At the most
they may be able to secure 150 seats.
Similarly the other group, the Cong-O,
may get a lesser number of seats than it
has today. The ruling Party may at the
most get, as [ said, 150...

SHRI N.K. SOMANI : Optimistic.
SHRI S. KANDAPPAN : Very optimis-

tic rather.
So the same thing about which we
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were so much worried in the States, which
we wanted to check, is. T am afraid going
1o repeat itself in Parliament. This is the
painful situation in which we are placed.
Today the situation is fluid. Actually there
isalot of loose talk. Sometimes when I
see the morning papers, I am astounded at
the things said about the DMK of which we
par.y members are not aware. | do not
know how such reports appear about a party
when the party members thenselves do not
know about it.  This is the kind of wishful
thinking put out by interested parties in
news items. Probably this is to prompt us,
the members to a think on those lines.

We are going to be trapped either on
the right or on the left. But my point is
that it is not only the ruling party but it is
also the Opposition which has a serious
responsibility in this matter. We should
ponder over what we are going to do. I
accuse all the all-India parties. They were
totally unprepared. Not only that, their
actions bave demoralised the people and
we are not able to mobilise public opinion
on that, We have not succeded. When we
talk to the rank and file of our party in
Tamil Nadu even the intelligent people tell
us that there is no use talking about coali-
tion or entering into some kind of arrage-
ment with the opposition parties because
they find that even among the all-India
parties with similar economic and political
ideas this has not succeded. Probably,
there are many reasons for that. So, this
is the time for us to see whether we can
effect a polarisation, whether we can do
something concrete. whether we can project
an alternative form of opposition in the
minds of the people as against the Congress,
These are all moot points to be considered,
the problems which we are going to face in
the course of the next few months,

I do not think it is very material for us
to argue at this stage whether the Govern-
ment will be allowed to run as a care-taker
Government, whether the President will
become a stooge of the Prime Minister or
succumb to her. [ do not think these are
quite relevant now. So far as 1 know, there
are two or three opinions on the constitu-
tional position as to whether the President
can act on his own. Some say that the
Constitution is very silent on that. People
like Shri Bhandare say that the Constitution
contains a provision. Pecple on this side
will probably ceny it. These are all things
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which to my mind are not quite relevant.
What is relevant is for us to seriously
consider the fate of this country. When
there was a rift in the Congress Party and
the D. M. K. met on the even of this
session, actually this was the sole considera-
tion that we liad in supporting this Govern-
ment. Even today tbat is one of the major
considerations for us because once we oust
the Government, what is the alternative,
what is going to be the fate of this
country ?

I am not very much carried away by
the argument that this is a minority Govern-
ment. Even when Dr. Ram Subhag Singh
wa: there, it was a minority Government.
Take the total poll of 1967,

DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH : There
you are right.

SHRI S. KANDAPPAN : So, if you
consider the poll, the Govenment that is
in power in Delhi does not represent the
majority of the people of this great country.
Today, it is in a much smaller minority than
before. These are all things about which
we need not gquarrel, but the real problem
that we hdave to consider today is that we
are definitely going to face a political a
crisis in this country and I only wish that
the senior leaders on all sides will put their
heads together and try to see that we do
pot run into trouble in Delhi because that
means the entire country, all the States, will
suffer. When there is something in a State
then there is the Governor to take over, but
if something happens in Delhi I do not
know what will happen to this country.
This is the only serious problem which we
should consider, mot accusing each other,
sayiog that the Prime Minister went and met
Shri Karunanidhi or Shri V. P. Naik. That
kind of argument is not going to help, does
pot lead us anywhere. This is the only
eppeal 1 would like to make to Rangsji and
other leaders.

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER : We have
got half an hour more. Out of that the
Minister will take sometime. So, if the
hop. Members on the Government side
agree, we ca finish the list of the opposition.

SHRI S. M. BANERJEE (Kanpur): I
heard with rapt atiention the speeches of
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the leaders of the Syndicate, Swatantra and
Jan Sangh. When [ was hearing Ram
Subhag Siogh, one of our oldest colleagues—
Anterruption'—1 think 1 have scratched
their sensitive part. ‘farerruption. Dr,
Ram Subhag Singh was saying how the
Government machinery is used for election
purposes by the Prime Minister. It remind-
ed me of the election of the late Dr. Zakir
Husain. When Dr. Ram Subhag Singh was
the Minister of Parliamentary Affairs, and
they used the governmental machinery for
that purpose—

18.00 hrs.

DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH : Absolu-
tely wrong.

SHRI S. M. BANERIJEE: A Calling
Attention motion and short notice questions
were tabled. Anyhow, I welcome the state-
ment after that. After all, a senior has to
confess his old sins after coming back from
the Government. ‘Interruption] 1 welcome
the bold confession of the sinners. But let
me make our position very clear here. We
do not approve the various statements issued
by the Chief Election Commissioner. He
has created a scare in the country. Though
1 do not criticise him, I submit that he
should in future not make such statements
which can create confusion and scare in the
country. But as far as the dissolution of
Parliament and the elections are concerned,
I, on bebalf of my party, declare here and
now that we are prepared to face any elec-
tion even in Delhi, because our slogan is
this : we do not thrive on party bickerings.
We do mnot thrive on the mercy of the
monopolists. We have the slogan : we have
nothing to lose but all our chains and the
world to win. That is the slogan on which
we thrive. If the election comes, we will
see ; and let us see who wins, whether it is
the Syndicate or the Indricate, But we
would like to make it clear, whether they
join together or they have separated, the
CPI with its manifesto will fight. We sup-
ported certain actions of the Indira Gandhi
Government only because she took a step to
nationalise the major commercial banks, and
we thought that it was a step in the right
direction. But our support is conditional.
(Imserruption);
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SHRI KANWAR LAL GUPTA : No.

SHRI YOGENDRA SHARMA : Has he
become the spokesman of CPI ? Since when

did the Jan Sangh abdicate its rights 7
(Interruption)
MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : Let him

have his say,

| $AT AN A : qIT HF H A5
& ot wfg? fx ga® Sm nAd 2

ot arier wwl : 4 F1 wza gAEr
sgmRr g 1 sgfe & |t ®) J7 N 6
qaud 7

Siwgr AW g  Jg d A § oA
Fzafeqadadi g

st @ dfe @Al . Wgr A% Fa A
ar7 &, wtad ag # fr s799 fagar a1
39 & fagsa 57w N F] 37 F 970
arar & oYy S fee gat g'dtafr &

I never interrupted him. So, Sir, there is
no question of our going into their pockets,
They may start a new onslaught against us
but the communist hunting has always result-
ed in suicides. That is the history of
reactionary forces of this country. Let me
say that we do not support such a statement.
But the Prime Mibister should not advise ;
how can she advise ? It is the Council of
Ministers which can advise the President,
I am surprised that the President has been
described as a rubber-stamp. There was the
election of the President. You were all
parties to the election. There were tall
talks, but they could not bring in Mr.
Sanjeeva Reddy, who has lost mi.erably.
And today, Mr. Giri is the President of this
country, the highest office in the land, which
is being called & rubber-stamp. That is
the conception of parliamientary democracy
in our country in the minds of people.
(Interruption 1 can pever satisfy Shri Sheo
Narain because he was never given a post
in Government, though be is now the Chief
‘Whip of the Congress party in opposition,
If this Government is in a minority,
what is their fear 7 If the Parliament is
dissolved, the people will take every party
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to tusk and eclect oaly those whom they
like.

The stand of our party is very clear.
We want parliamentary democracy Lo thrive,
not as taclics but as a belicf.

SHRI KANWAR LAL GUPTA : What
about Czechoslovakia ?

SHRI 5. M. BANERJEE . @i he comes
with me to Czechoslovakia, 1 will show him
that the private sector does not exist there

even today. They have been mercilessly
rooted out. If a Jan Saoghi is found
in  Czechoslovakia, he will also be
nationalised.

If the Parliament is dissolved today, we
shall mot be sorry. Whether it is Indiraji or
Morarji, we have fought both. We have
faced bullet= and taxes from Morarji and
sometimes Indiraji also has fought us. The
CPI will fight the election with its own
election manifesto. (Jarerruptions.) You
have shkaen hand with the Syndicate, but we
will not do that We have always remained
with the left and we shall always remain
with the left, because left is the safer side.
Even the traffic police say, keep to the
left !

sit fra avg w1 (AgEt) o saream
Aflem, 19 AgTaT F) A AT 4 IW
fawa qv ot wifan wrema Aifea s
ar, faad ¥z am W ar g@F g
qr az w=1i gt 79 &1 98 feg s o+
f&2 m@ 2, weft wEEq ¥ gaFr A9
adl faar W17 34 fagg & qurd o =6y
FY 1 58 70 328 a4} 1 # fve Az
qrEar g

THFA ST ¥ ooy avas) ¥ A
T 5 OF AGEF G0 Gar fzar 8 9q fag
gt uam F F20 fF gHeT AT 81
AT § 3d4EE AT F fafqaq mifz a1
F10 ENT b A fRar o g @&
ag wAAT WEA § 5 TS few &
Afaaa &1 MNIT 601 N¥F 377 2, 37
w1 & WK fearz 7 frar gy arfga
wWAE R g g arw § aqy gl
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[# fara w77 W)
fa.a1 a1 g oY gfF sdama dma A
7z sm ad fear & wfeg saw
diaares 537 & fag o1 9w fEwrs
tama 33 & 9o Far sgaear g1

Faz Y A wgar g & 9w
dae A9 A qg i gE fEar @
Far A AIFTT A 9T LN, IAY AR
ag1 &Y | THAWA SHET A T ¥ T
gorg A g AR I} A 39 AR
7 gidw faar &, =g 78 TSRO @,
warAY g1 ar ugfenr & g1 g E
THFTT FHIGA T S FIE A F4E d¥a
fear 2, #4ifs sg+1 22 ¥ fs amaz &Y
Fifrrga * gfaare 4 adteq I gamv
T 9¢ 5T Y fag ag g # §@rd
FUE 2 I g et Awmr fE Y
fag-zt edaea & fog qarc § | =t il
¥ Far 2, 4 7 Afan g gw aT wiEw
o gefracE g fa” & Y gad
fararg #7a1 1 TIT Y T A N
ar Ael ¢ |

#fag st s arearg & g
R AT g, FA AT I G, WAy F
Y ar s o Y, Tams Fdwa fogdy
oy AW § gEaA ¥ gEE & g
¥ #Y7-%19 ¥ 77 of@dad & @ o1 W
g, arfs g faerw s & &, gfaa 7
gl wr @At a9 A & T,
Gy ¥ A @7 wefog § gEedn wif &
art ¥ da fazfas 7 g 1 ¥97 £w Haa §
Haga sdeT & NE gwa T §, arfe
gma ¥wfes ana g ?wa av ¥
¥ gatadfadt &, ax aw v o1 fafafze
3 g gg Ar4 FT FFAT A | g QY-
ferat 3ave fes &, Sfe7  wwmfaset
a1 fos Agf § 1 awaw fagmi & =g
a7t & 1 afem 6T @ @y wifew
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g7l wifgn fd gamEl  # dey faefas,
Tree Sfaefaw 7 2Y, afdi gra wgA
9&i &1 gEIAIT 7 frar s, aEe a19-
sA"y ara @z gr fagwr =ifz gAmEl
# wez g1 a7 a0F 7 HOAT AF 1 14
IFIT g AT 9T A% quE § fwqo
FIgA 7 F1E FAEgT I\ AGE g A
agf ? @it ag AEa wod 97 g9 WA
aui 5 w9 au wfga gz & qar
Y TR0 2 A1 AT HIT 7 98 6% @1 &
2 fw fafedez & fot 1€ a1asha 97 ad)
FU ¥ a3 § Sraar 9rgAn § s9ifs gam
a1 AEY FI@ A7 UF FgrAd & gH [
% 2 % 32 fafede & @9 fee asamq
F70 IAEF qrg Fre arAma w3 &
fasgs are & max famw & 5 ag @eq
wrAgi g A A wgr 2, .z & ;¥ F
qIq FE GTE 1 g Wa A AW
71 2, #ffw oo@ @ Ew &
faq a: fafedz & mrg fex g
FIM  IAW "SagA FA 1 a1 gER
garfeas awd & arzar § fF fafede &
|19 Ag EAET FL4 a1 T4 ?

SHRI M. N. REDDY (Nizamabad) : 1
would mot go ioto the gemeral issues, but
shall confine myself to the statement made
by the minister and the statement of the
Chief Election Commissioner My plea is,
the minister's statement on 19th November
amounts to a misrepresentation. Whether
it is deliberate or not, I do not want to
attribute any motives, but I shall show how
it is not well-founded.

Our Constitution has given a very high
position to the Chicef Election Commissioner,
on part with a Supreme Court Judge, who
can only be removed by impeachment. After
the recent enactment, a motion for impeach-
ment requires the support of a hundred
members of Parliament. When he is given
such a high recognition, it is but fair that he
should behave just as Supreme Court Judges,
behave in their day-to-day functioning. He
had no business to make public statements
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in the manner he did, not once but several
times. I can understand a press note being
issued of the proceedings of any meeting in
which he has participated along with political
parties or Chief Electoral Officers. He
should safeguard the position given to him
by the Constitution.  After the split in the
Congress. it is very easy to collect signatures
of 100 members and bring a motion.  Apart
from the personal aspect, the institution of
the office of the Chief Election Commissioner
will come into disrepute  People will lose
faith in it. Therefore, the Government here
should be more interested in upholding the
conventions, the impartiality and indepen-
dence of the office, rather than support a
particular person out of expedicncy  When
we are developing conventions, expediency
should not be thought of.

The minister said it was a routine matter.
Perhaps he was not fully informed The
revision in an intensive manner was announc-
ed on 15th November, soon after the CPP
meeting leading to the split on 13th Novem-
ber and as a sequel to thar. By-elections for
3 Parliamentary Seats and 15 Assembly seats
were postponed on 18th November  There
was no emergency. The only plea was, since
revision is contemplated, more pumber of
voters will be entitled to vote. If that was
the consideration, he has not acted judicially.
Such by-elections were conducted in between
during the last four general elections. No
by-election waited for the result of a
revision.

You and the Law Minister will agree
with me that any revision of the electoral
rolls takes place on an appointed date. What
is the qualifying date ? Under Section 14 of
the Representation of the People Act, 1950,
the qualifying date is the 1st January, of a
_ear. I could understand it as a routine
business if the revision was announced after
the 1st January, 1970. But you are making
a revision by the 15th December ; that is,
the provisional list will be annoupced taking
the age of voters on Ist January, 1969, On
the 15th Jaovary, 19°0 how many more
voters will be excluded who have heen given
a right under the Constitution to vote ? So,
this is not a routine thing.

Under rule 21(2) (b), to which the Law
Minister referred in his statement, the
revision contemplated every year is a normal
revision, That is known as summary révision.
But since 1952 there never was an occagion
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when there was an intensive revision like
this.

Under rule 12 of the Electoral Regis-
tration Rules the period for lodging claims
and objections is given and the Election
Commission has no business to reduce this
period It says :

“Every claim for the inclusion of a
name in the roll and evc-y ubjection to
an entry there shall be lodged within
a period of thirty days from the date of

Electlons (Bis.)

publication of the roll in draft under
rule 10."
The Election Commission is given the

power under the proviso to extend the
period but not to reduce it.

The Law Minister has to explain to this
House as to what is the urgency or the
emergency. It was not a routine matter. Tt
was contemplated with the connivance of
the Government and the Law Minister has
misled the House The reduction 'oflthe
period amounts to something extraordinary
and which is against the rules framed and
approved by Parllament. )

I could understand itif the announce-
ment on the 15th November said that
revision would start from the 20th November,
But you announce it on the 15th November
saying that the revision is; siarting from
the same day and also reducing the
period from 30 days to 15 days. You are
taking a chance with the valuable right of
adult sufferage of the people. How many
people would be left out ? Nobody anti-
cipitated this ; you have reduced the period
and taken a chance  You bave trespassed
on the fundamental right of the people who
have attained the age of suffrance, 21 years,
and have deprived them of their right.

I will put three questions to the Law
Minister. He thould not be guided by
expediency or party purposes.  Whatever
motives may have been attributed to him,
being a legal luminary himself, he should try
to maintain the conventions and standards
expected of the Chief Election Commissioner,
Secondly, when such & hurry was shown, no
notices were issued and a large pumber of
voters all over the country were deprived of
their basic, fundamental and constitutional
right to get themselves registered as voters.
Was this reduction in period motivated or
legal according to the People’s Reprecen-
tation Act and the rules framed thercunder
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which are approved by this Parliament ?
Thirdly, when it is a routine matter does he
still propose 10 extend this period so that
more number of voters can be registered
with reference to the 1st Janvary, 1970 7 If
that is done then I can deem it as a routine
. 1 expect of and appeal to the Law
Minister to make it very clear, abundantly
clear. If it is a routine matter as it is con-
sidered to be, he should follow the routine
procedure and start the revision taking the
qualifying date as Ist January, 1970.

SHRI K. LAKKAPPA rose—

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : Shri Dwi-
vedy has spoken from Shri Lakkappa’s
party. He will kindly excuse me if I do mot
give him a chance.

SHRI S, M. KRISHNA : We just want
to put one question.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : Let Mr,
Prakash Vir Shastri speak for five minutes.

ot S ® wsg wwt : FET Y 6 WiEHl
gai e g | Fidw aidf gl o ER &
fagddr ¢ ?

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : The Minister
will share your time.

ol ¥R Wy o wiEw 9rd fad

wrew U 34 & fay frav adi 2
MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : I have made
my request.

t wewm @ omed  (379)
IS WEIRE, BAR AW F wEw 9
Al Y i gr ¥ Y A fam &
afrt Feam § 1 oW @ ¥ odemw
sllgw  fRafaq omyd & @ ag o
gart 3m & Wisaew w1 wfigr sgamar
g # ok o fafe wet & msam &
fratew wrain &1 39% oF quA sfagm

® oo &oaT wigar g g8 faaies
AITAT & oY AN 9EN GIYE W GEAR
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a7 g, 3egia aadAfa & o wEw fam
9¥1T At fAeqmar g1 SiFas § afeg
% azfora £ of 3m71 gAIO TR @1 froA
Faw wite ¥ afew g@d awmi & Y gARY
fratas w3 & far amfxa fear nar
a1 | & saF Araw § wgdr g & yagd
frates mrgas, st ggmz 3w & &
qUEqIg Ere) § gast FEEY ) AT 9
feear 7 famr o

ol qiF oY AR fag g 9% & oAR
wfafiga ow a7 & o= qgar =wear g
cwaras afa & gz N g & fea
afzfeaf=at & @it fier fadt & faafaa
WTAT § W9AT A FAasy faar Aifw Fw
oYt w9z aEeal & 79 § o gedg gore
31 2, & oF gaQ a7 A19% Areqw
sAar wigdr ¢ & frafea gmag #@
q9H IFA § AZ HEA XV 9T GIEAAFAT
41 f& 93 asagdf 9@ am 8w 9w
F2THT aaTHE FAR AT usgafy w1
wiad A r ! & anwar 2 fafas
|IgF, 59 TFT T AT FHT WOA
wfemz £ &9T & 2T 7T 1 IAF0 wwW
#aw zaar g a1 faam frafes g
st ofefa & 1| 398 w90 gewT san Ad)
wrAr Srfgg 4r

wgi a% 2@ # @F ara fhalsA) &
feafq &, Ia% g7 # 0F U3 § wang
ST W | TG FAT S TG 1T w1
wez § f& sHE gz w1 gwel § faweg
Qg AT A gadi A g o v ogw
Fogmtflge & e s@ 0 A4
gl ¥ wimgarn g f e ot & ome
Wam & wT fag 1 gwew &A@ 9@,
A% AT &1 § A gwred @ #y orf
qg w9 IF 9 qaifer ag # g g€
TAY TARY WEHT 1 @sE; wFwlA
fadnlY | T6% WR? O qUE arg 91 &
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5w ¥ pr g aw wz fa za@ eAfA &
oY OF gATIW WA 1A 2 B i
g7 9T A& A1 0AT §A2 oy fzymT
FaTsi o PIAgY 9, W ga#r afgar
feFft 1 2y @ EmrAmIT @ar afoaE
graaY fRafas: & srad 8 @389 &I
aT 9.4 1 o7 ¥ A7 dgz AT fagEA
mwt & gaar miages A T 97T |

F2AF AIFT AT F1 A 2 gax
qraew § F 997 seal # 7 FEFY, TF
wfx & wez dTzTAT gAT § 1 I A I
gedt arg FH 2 fr aafer @w @
gTFTT 391 aufz  38F feag IR F1I@
Y faar §:

qafzdr a1y 41T HIFT,

qrwT # e 35@ g4 3 fAd dg
grare A1 39 afeadd & Wy N qH
giar 1

afig a7 fad $3 FTH F3a1 {38
az & fe g% awT @ @aU T 904
aqt ag frateq sats w93 faa ¥
geam weAY 2 A &4 &4 gl
qaad a1 Y Faaf=al ¥ geealT 7 37
AT gt & A1 8@ FIEIT 9 FHEIT-
qa1 7Y eal § gEwdln & WAL |
g7 gad faataa srarn & A7 g9 fzq
¥ gadia feor AY 2@ @ d1F3IA 9T S
Syl &Y miedr @ a3 aF9r A g
ST |

SHRI S M. BANERIEE ' 1 just want
to interrupt -not on this, Sir. I have just
come to know that the moon is not visible
to-day and Idd is not tomorrow. Will you
consider it ?

SHRI K. LAKKAPPA : I will just take
two minutes, Sir.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : Kindly co-
operate. Let us conclude. The bhon. Law
Minister.
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THE MINISTER OF LAW AND
SOCIAL WELFARE AND RAILWAYS
(SHRI GOVINDA MENON) : Mr. Depurty-
Speaker, Sir, the motion that it set for
discussion is regarding the statement that
T made tl:+ other day regarcing revision of
electoral rolls and a connected question re-
garding mid-term poll.

I find, with great respext to my hon.
friends who spoke previously, mest of them,
apnear to bc animated by a suspicion com-
plex, a fear complex and my respected
friend, Dr. Ram Subhag Singh...

SHRI §. M. KRISHNA (Mandya):
And your is a guilty complex.
SHR! GOVINDA MENON : ...appears

to be animated by a bravado complex,
:Imterruprions).

I request you to kindly allow me to make
my speech without interruptions.

DR RAM SUBHAG SINGH : You
give wrong advice. How can you expect that
everyboy should accept that ?

SHRI GOVINDA MENON : It is not
wrong advice. 1 want to make it quite clear
now. No mid-term poll is contemplated. No
dissolution of the Lok Sabha is in contem-
plation. But if there are many her¢ who
think that there is a design of that nature,
then, whatever be the explanation which I
give, that will not go home to them.

So faras I am concerned, I must say,
that since I have not in my mind iny such
idea, whatever explanation the Chief Election
Commissioner has given me regarding the
steps which he has taken, | have believed.
Now. Sir, if anybody in the House puts me
the question why the Chief Election Com-
missioner convened a conference of electoral
officers of the States. on the 5th of November,
I can only say that personally I do not know
Because, neither T not the Union Govern-
ment requested the Chief Election Commis-
sioner to hold a conference of that type,
The matter having been raised here, I can
only give you the information which has
been supplied to me and, b=cause I have no
apprehensions regarding the mid-term poll
or dissolution of Parliament, I have accepted
them.

Then, Sir, various statements have been
made regarding the conduct of the Chief
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Election Cuommissioner.  Afier the present
Chief Election Commissioner was appointed,
there have been by-elections, and mid-term
polls in practically half of India. You
may remember the States where the elections
took place, in Haryama, in U, P, in West
Bengal and in many other places. I do not
want to repeat those details as hon. Members
know about them. It was so extensive that
we even referred to it as a mini-general
election. During and after those elections I
have not heard a single word uttered either
in Parliamenl or outside against the conduct
of the Chief Election Commissioner. In some
places the Congress won the elections. In
some places the Congress lost. But, every-
where 1 find that there was spontancous
appreciation of the impartial way in which
the elections were conducied under the leader-
ship of the present Chief Election Commis-
sioner.

He is not here to answer the charges
made against him. He is aot under adminis-
trative directions from me. But I know him
to be a man well-versed in the election law.
He is himself the author of a text-book on
Election Law which is very popular among
lawyers.

The Chief Election Commissioner who
conducted the elections in practically half of
India, without in any way inviting any
criticism from the Congress Party or the
opposition parties should not be so lightly
derided in Parliament where he is not present
to defend himself.

DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGIH: What
about the election cases in Kashmir ?

SHRI KANWAR LAL GUFTA : Now
the situation is defferent and the congress
is in a minority. {J’nrerruplf:m]

SHRI GOVINDA MENON : Dr. Ram
Subhag Singh is my very dear and old
friend and he continues to be m?f dear
friend, and I would like to tell him that
decisions on election petitions are not
taken by the Chicf Election Commissioner.
Sich decisions are raken by the High Courts
of India snd therefore if any one makes
any complaint regarding the disposal of
¢lectlon petitions, it should mot be brought
to the door of the Chief Election Com-
missioner.
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DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH :
elections there were all bogus.

The

SHRI GOVINDA MENON : What has
bappend is that the electoral rolls in most
States have become outdated. A very large
number of young people who have attained
the age of 21 during the last few years are
not on the rolls today. I will tell you why.
After the present Chief Election Commis-
sioner took office, he was fully engaged
with the conduct of elections I refer to the
mid-term elections, then the Presidential
election, then the Vice-Presid-ntial clection,
The election machinery was completely
absorbed in the conduct of elections.

SHRI KANWAR LAL GUPTA: But
not now.

SHRI GOVINDA MENON : This is
the information which he has given me :
in certain States the electoral rolls are with
respect to the qualifying date of 1962.
What does it mean ? Voters who are even
28 years of age are not on the rolls. In
certain places, the qualifying date is Jan.
1965, in certain others it is 1968. 1 will
inform Shri Reddy that the intention is
to prepare the electoral rolls with qualifyiog
date January 1970 and not 19°9. The rule
regarding 30 days to file claims and objec-
tions has been amended and reduced
to 15.

This is done with the object further of
having a reform of the law under the
Representation of the People Act 1950 by
which we will have an open electoral
register which will be amended from time
to time by a simple process,

Here 1 will read out what the Chiefl
Election Commissioner himself has com-
municated to me. The justifications and
explapations I give are not derived form
my Ministry, but from the Chief Election
Commissioner, because it is he who has
acted and it is only after he has taken
certain action that I got the explanation.

SHRI KANWAR LAL GUPTA : Is he
satisfied with the explanation ?

SHR1 GOVINDA MENON : This is
what he says :
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“The main object, however, of the
present revision accordiog to this crash
vrogramme with so much throughoess
is that hereafter ths el=ctoral rolls
will be open registers which will be in
a state of coastant revision by the in-
clusion of names of those persons who
have reached the voting age of 21 years
and the deletion of names of those who
are either dead or have left the censtitu.
tuency for good. For this purpose,
anplicatinn on a plain sheet of paper
without any fee will be sufficient.”
Therefore, we are launching upon a reform

of the electoral process under which in every
assembly constituency there will be an opea
electoral register and as soonm as a citizen
reaches the age of 21, he can immediately
get himself rigistered there ; and as soon as
a person either dies or leaves the
constituency for good, his name can be
deleted.

I put it to the House, is it nota
desirable thing that the younger population
of our country who have reached the age of
21 years are all included in the electoral
register ?

That is the object. Certain elections
have been postponed.

Here I want to inform the House that
those elections which have been notifled
under the law have not been postponed.

SHRI KANWAR LAL GUPTA : No.

SHRI GOVINDA MEMNON : Elections
which have been notified are taking place.
With respect to the other elections the
date of which was not notified, or, to use
the word in English law, where the election
write has not issued, in those cases the
Chief Election Commissioner is waiting
15th January to be over when the electoral
rolls will be completed

The Electoral Officers come from
different States, not only from the Congress
States if I may use that expression, but
from States which are under the administra-
tion of othe: political parties also. These
Chief Electoral Officers are not under the
Chief Election Commissioner, They work
under the administrative jurisdiction of the
State Governments. The Chiet Electoral
Officers from Tamil Nadu, Orisa, West
Bengal and all those States where the
Coogress Party is not in power also came,
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and the deliberated and came to the
uninimous conclusion that in the conditions
which obtain in India uonder which the
electoral registers aotiquated, if I may
uwse that word, it would be advisable to
have, to use the expression of the Chiel
Election Commissioner, crash programme
under which the electoral registers will be
made up to date and with the qualifying
date as Ist January, 1970. By this process
an additional 4 to 4 crores of young men
will come on the electoral registers. That
is the object. That being so, to say that
this is done in order to have a mid-term
poll, etc. is not correct.

Several disquistions were heard here
about the constitutiona! law, regarding the
dissolution of Parliament, the right of the
Prime Minister to advise, etc. I do not
want to indulge ina dissertation on the
subject. 1 want to say one thing about
what Mr. Dwivedy said. He has left.

Elsctions (Dis.)

SHRI S.M. KRISHNA :
prior engagement.

He bad a

SHRI GOVINDA MENON : What I
say will go to him. He said that the
Members have been elected for 5 years and
they will not allow a dissolution. Not that
I want a dissolution, but | want to remind
him that the Constitution says that the
life of the Lok Sabha is 5 years unless
dissolved earlier, and the President is given
the power to dissolved Parliament. Whether
the President should sct on the advice of
the Prime Minister or the Leader of the
Opposition or the leader of the Jan Singh
is a different matter into which I do not
want to go.

SHRI KANWAR LAL GUPTA : You
must clarify what th: present position is.

SHRI GOVINDA MENON : That is
not a matter of law, that is a matter of
political conventions which have to develop
in this country. This aas so developed in
England. The rule in the 19th century is
not the rule in the 20th century. The rule
in the first half of the 20th century is not
the rule in the second half. These conven-
tions have to develop.

SHRI KANWAR LAL GUPTA : Itis
not a question of conventions, it is a
question of the coostitutional position,
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The mattzr may be referred to the Supreme
Court,

SHRI GOVINDA MENON : I do not
agree that it is a matter of constitutional
position, because the Constitution is .ilent of
on the matter. The Constitution says that
the President shall dissolve. This is not a
matter which can be referred to the Supreme
Court because this is a political matter. 1
do not want to speak further about the
matter because the questioa of dissolution
does not arise now,

It was said that Mrs. Gandhi’s Govern-
ment is a minority Government and all that,
Why should you refer to facis which are
koown to us ?

SHRI C. M. KEDARIA (Mandvi) : Sir,
there is no quorum.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : T think at
this time it should not be raised
SHRI GOVINDA MENON: 1 am

finishing in one minute, Mrs Indira Gandhi
was the leader of the largest party and the
majority party to begin with, (/aterruption)
Please be patient. She was the leader of
the majority party when the House assembled
after the general elections. Because of my
friends who left the party and went to the
Swatantra and the Jan Sangh camp, there-
fore our majority has gone, ‘Interruption ...
and they want to create confusion...

SHRI SHEO NARAIN (Basti) : 1
strongly object to it. The Law Minister
must learn. What is this nonsense ?

SHRI GOVINDA MENON : [ withdraw
the statement.

SHRI SHEO NARAIN : We are not
here with the Jan Sangh or the Swatantra
camp.

SHRI GOVINDA
draw it.

MENON : I with-

SHRI KANWAR LAL GUPTA : You
are there on account of the communist party,
You are Ministers with the help of the
communist party.

SHRI JAGANNATH RAO JOSHI
(Bhopal) : They have come at least to the

DECEMBER 10, 196  Re. Sittings of the House 316

open syndicate camp, but these people have
gone to the communistic canopy to hide
inside.

SHRI GOVINDA MENON : Yesterday,
when Prof. Ranga said that he hopes to
form a coalition goveroment, I did not see
Mr Sheo Marain raising and objecting it.
So, I thought of continuing in that strain.
What I meant was not the camp but the
bloc. Thar was what I meant.

SHRI KANWAR LAL GUPTA : What
is your bloc ?

SHRI GOVINDA MENON : My bloc
is the Congress bloc. (/nrerruption), There-
for, this question need not arise. Let me
come back to the subject. 1am thakful
10 Mr. Reddy for confining himself to the
subject, when he spoke. 1 want to repeat
that thesc are the circumstances why the
revision was restorted to. It was not done
under my direction ; it was not done under
the direction of the Government, and all
the information which I give to the House
was given to me by the Chief Election
Commissioner, who, during the last two
years and a half, have cstablished a repura-
tion for impartiality and efficiency.

SHRI M. N. REDDY : Sir, I wanta
clarification, He has pot answered it.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER
order. Kindly excuse me.
S

Order,

18.41 brs,
RE SITTINGS-OF THE HOUSE

MR. DEPUTY- SPEAKER : Now, as
you know, the Business Advisory Committee
had decided that tomorrow there will be no
sitting of the House ; tomorrow being a
holiday. Mr Banerjee and Mr Sambhali
drew the attention of the House a little
while ago that the moon has not been seen,
and therefore, the submission was that on
Friday also...({nterruption;

=t gagre aswet (gadgl) ;o fasEr
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