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 LOK  SABHA
 Tuesday,  May  1,  1962/Vaisakha  11,

 1884  (Saka)

 The  Lok  Sabha  met  at  Eleven  of  the
 Clock.

 (Mr.  SPEAKER  in  the  Chair]
 MEMBER  SWORN

 Shri  Niranjan  Lal  (Nominated—
 Andaman  and  Nicobar  Islands).

 ORAL  ANSWERS  TO  QUESTIONS
 Wrist  Watches

 +
 Shri  Subodh  Hansda:

 7299.  Shri  E.  Madhusudan  Rao:
 \  Shri  Rameshwar  Tantia:
 Shri  S.  ए.  Samanta:

 Will  the  Minister  of  Steel  and
 Heavy  Industries  be  pleased  to  state:

 (a)  when  the  wrist  watches  manu-
 factured  by  H.M.T.  at  Bangalore  will
 be  made  available  for  the  general
 public;  and

 (b)  the  cost  of  these  watches  in
 the  open  market?

 The  Minister  of  Steel  and  Heavy
 Industries  (Shri  C.  Subramaniam):
 (a)  and  (b).  Three  varieties  of
 watches  priced  at  Rs.  89,  Rs.  94  and
 Rs.  99  each,  exclusive  of  taxes,
 assembled  by  the  Hindustan  Machine
 Tools  Ltd.,  are  now  available  to  the
 public.

 Shri  Subodh  Hansda:  In  view  of
 the  present  demand  for  these  watches,
 may  I  know  whether  Government
 Propose  to  increase  the  annual  quota of  production?

 Shri  C,  Subramaniam:  Just  now  it
 is  only  assembling,  which  means
 import  of  these  components.  And  for
 that  the  foreign  exchange  available
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 is  limited.  That  is  why  only  about
 30,000  watches  have  been  assembled
 since  August  1961.  But  when  we
 begin  to  manufacture  the  components,
 the  production  will  go  up.

 Shri  Subodh  Hansda:  The  _  hon.
 Minister  stated  that  it  is  only  assem-
 bling  now.  If  so,  may  I  know  what
 percentage  of  indigenous  parts  are
 being  used  in  these  watches?

 Shri  com  Subramaniam:  At  present
 it  is  nil.  All  the  components  have
 been  imported  and  they  are  being
 assembled.  But  we  have  a  programme
 of  indigenous  manufacture  to  reach
 84  per  cent  by  the  fifth  year.

 Shri  S.  C.  Samanta:  May  I  know
 what  sort  of  attempts  are  being  made
 10  manufacture  these  components  of
 the  wrist  watch?

 Shri  C.  Subramaniam:  That  is  the
 regular  programme.  The  present
 assembling  programme  has_  been
 taken  up  only  for  giving  training  to
 the  workmen  who  will  be  working  in
 the  factories  for  the  manufacture  of
 these  components.  Therefore,  this  is
 only  a  preliminary  programme.  The
 tegular  programme  is  the  manufac-
 ture  of  the  components  which  will
 be  taken  up  by  January,  1963.

 Dr.  Govind  Das:  By  what  time  is  it
 expected  that  we  shall  be  able  to
 prepare  the  parts  here  and  it  will  not
 be  necessary  to  import  them  from
 foreign  countries?

 Shri  C.  Subramaniam:  The  present
 programme  is  that  in  the  first  year, that  is  by  January,  1963,  it  would  be
 manufacturing  54  per  cent  of  the
 components.  And  then  it  goes  on
 increasing  from  year  to  year—54  per cent  in  the  first  year,  60  per  cent  in
 the  second  year,  72  per  cent  in  the
 third  year  and  84  per  cent  1  the
 fourth  year.  And  then  we  will  have


