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The Lok Sabha met at Eleven of the
Clock.

[MRg. SPEAKER in the Chair]
OBITUARY REFERENCE

Mr. Speaker: 1 have to inform the
House of the sad demise of Shri
Damodar Swarup Seth who passed
away at Lucknow on the 13th June,
1966 at the age of 72.

Shri Seth was a Member of the
Central Legislative Assembly, Consti-
tuent Assembly of India and Provi-
sional Parlivment during the years
1945 to 1952. We deeply mourn the
loss of this friend and I am sure the
House will join me in conveying our
condolences to the bereaved family.

Shri Surendranath Dwivedy (Ken-
drapara): Sir, Sethji was one of the
veterang of our national struggle, who
had spent, I think, more than 30 years
in prison in the cause of India's free-
dom. Unfortunately, because he was
a very simple and honest person, he
was involved in some fraud cases, but
it was established later by no less a
person than Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru
that his integrity and honesty could
never be questioned. For that also,
he suffered a lot. I was told that he
was gravely ill before he died, Not
sufficient attention was paid to his
medical care. It is really unfortunate
in this country that political sufferers
at the time of their need do not get
sufficient help and assistance.
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We deeply mourn his death. I think

we have lost one of the valiant fighters
for the freedom of this country.

Shri M, R, Masani (Rajkot): Sir, as
one of the many friends in this House
whom Shri Damodar Swarup had and
as an old colleague—he was my col-
league in the Congress Socialist Party
in the thirties, we worked closely to-
gether—I would like to associate my-
self with what has fallen from the
lips of Mr. Dwivedy. We all mourn
his loss.
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The Leader of the House (Shri Satya:
Narayan Sinha): Sir, I had the privi-
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lege of knowing Shri Damodar Swarup
Seth as a member of this House and
as a member of the Constituent Assem-
bly. I came in close contact with him,
He was a man with a sturdy independ-
ence. He had lost his power of hear-
ing during the period he was a mems-
ber, but he was considered amongst
us in those days as one of the oldest
revolutionaries and we hag great res-
pect for his independence and judg-
ment.

On behalf of my party and the Gov-
ernment, I associate myself with what-
ever has been said about him by the
previous speakers,

Mr. Speaker: Personally, I have also
to say a few words. As Hukam Singh,
a Member of this Parliament, I have
sat with Seth Damodar Swarup for a
pretty long time on these benches of
the Opposition, ang I can testify and
assure the House that I had great ad-
miration for his honesty, integrity and
devotion to duty. I also know how he
was ensnared into a trap—it has been
referreq to by Shri Surendranath
Dwivedy—when he was involved in
certain cases. All those facts are
known to me, how that simple man
got into that trouble. TUltimately, in
the end he was cleared, and, therefore,
certainly it was gratifying.

I would request the House to stand

in silence for a short while to express
its sorrow.

‘The Members then stood in silence for
a short while,
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