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Mr. Bpeaker: Order, order. The
House will take up the next item of
business.

Shri H. N, Mukerjee (Calcutta Cen-
tral): Sir, would you give me a
hearing for a moment? Shri Kamath
has asked for your guidance and I
heard you to say that he is welcome
or any Member of the House is wel-
come to go and discuss with you as
to how these matters can be brought
up. The use of the ordinance-making
power, at this particular time, an
attack on the principle of the auto-
nomy of universities—the Minister is
talking about it—is something very
serious.  Would you, therefore, tell
us, and assist us in the matter of
bringing this up in the House by
whichever mechanism you think fit.
We are ready to go and meet you in
your Chamber.

Mr. Speaker: I objected to the
matter being raised in this manmmer,
It 1 just allow this, then how can 1
bar out others? The leaders of res-
ponsibles groups sghould realise that
difficulty of mine. It should not be
raised in this manner.

Shri Harl Vishno Kamath: Why
should you take us to task? It is
being done by almost everybody,
every day. (Inierruption).

Mr. Bpeaker: Order, order.
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MOTIONS RE. FOOD SITUATION

AND SITUATION ARISING OUT OF
DROUGHT CONDITIONS—contd.

My, Bpeaker: The House will now
sake up further consideration of the
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mutivn on the food situation and the
drought situation. More than eight
hours and 50 minutes have been takem
up: eight hours and 50 minutes in the
regular way, and one hour and 3
minutes more by the House sitling
for extra time. I am not including
the one hour and 30 minutes in the
15 hours, Therefore, six hours and
10 minutes remain. Shri K. L. More.

Bhri Indrajit Gupta (Calcutte
South West): Will the Minister reply
tormorrow?

Mr. Speaker: Will the hon. Minie-
ter be replying tomorrow?

The Minister of Food and Agricul-
ture (Shri C. Subramaniam):It looke
like that, Sir.

12.36 hra.

[Mg. DePUTY-SPEAKER in the Chairl

Shri K, L, More (Hatakanangle):
Sir, 1 am grateful to you for giving
me this opportunity to make a few
observations on the food situation of
our country. It is rather unfortunate
that we are obliged to discuss to this
food situation under the dismal sha-
dow of drought and famine which
forebodes starvation, ruin and stalk-
ing death not only for the human
beings, but the cattle all over the
country. As we are aware, recently
we had to face the dangerous war omn
the battle front. Now we have fo
face a more dreadful war on the food
front. We hope and trust that our
whole country, especially our patrio-
tic tarmers, will rise to the occasim
and meet the challenge, as was met
by our jawans on the battle-field so

gloriously.

It is most relieving and encourag-
ing that the hon. Minister of .
and Agriculture, Shri Subramaniam,
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has in this critical situation given a
bold and realistic lead by presenting
a stark picture of the food situation
and by outlining various measures to
avert the crisis.

1 will deal with this problem with
reference to production and distribu-
tion. I will take up distribution first.
Distribution has two aspecls, namely
storage of fuodgrains—making avail-
able the foodgrain stock—and second-
ly their proper distribution through
some system like rationing. The ex-
tent of success on both sides depends
upon how we lay down a sound na-
tional policy. Without an effective
procurement system, both for meeting
current consumption demands as weil
as for building up an adequate stor-
age of buffer stocks against future lean
years and other similar emergenctes,
it is physically impossible to maintain
any kind of control over either dis-
tribution or prices of foodgrains. Only
a uniform policy of procurement and
levy throughout the country would
bring more stocks to the government.
Maintenance of State zones and liber-
ty to follow any method of procure-
ment is harmful to the national inter-
est. In this connection, 1 want to
quote what Mr. K. M. Munshi, ex-
Union Food Minister, said in Febru-
ary, 1952. He said:

“A part of our difficulty is creat-
ed by inter-State bans....1f the
inter-State bans are removed, all
marketable surpluses would be
available for those areas where
the black market or free market
prices are double or treble the
controlled prices. The deficit
States, therefore, are justified in
complaining that there is no equa-
lity of sacrifice.”

The hardships sttendant upon food
storage can be greally mitigated if
both surplus and deficit States co-
operate with each other keeping in
view the national interest and the
principle of equality of sacrifice. But
it is more advisable to invoke the
power of Parliament under article
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249 1o legislate upon State subjocts
pertaining to agriculture in the
national interest.

The endu’ing solution of this prob-
lem 1s wholesai: nationalisation of
food trade. This will secure, through
effective machinery, a dominant posi-
tion over supplies and will assure a
stability and reasonableness in price
level, This is with regard to inter-
nal procurement.

Now, Sir, I will procred to procure-
ment from outside. The need for
augmenting internmal procurement of
foodgrains through imports from out-
side countries is unavoidable and
should be welcomed. Whatever one
may say about the effect of large
scale food imports on the country's
production, in the context of the pre-
sent situation, it is  unquestionable.
PL. 480 should be welcomed and Guv-
ernment also should negotiate to pro=-
cure foodgrains from outside countries,

I now come to anolher aspect, and
that is regarding distribution. In this
reapect, the hon. Minister has now
decided to introduce statutory ration=
ing, but that decision about statutory
rationing is only in respect of big
cities. This will cover only 10 per
cent of the national population. ThereZ
fore, the rest of the population will
be left to obtain their requirements
from the open market. This will
entail great hardships. Therefore, I
appeal to the hon. Minister of Food
and Agriculture to introduce statutory
rationing throughout all parts of the
country.

Now 1 come to the production aspect
of the food situation. Inspite of our
slogans in the past ang even in the
present, we have not tackled our food
production on a war basis, nor have
we devoted a single plan exclusively
for agriculture. Our Plan should be
agriculture-oriented. Only recemtly
our Minister of Food and Agriculture
has come forward to lay down a sound
pollcy and he has now sponsored re-
orientation of programme of agricul~
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tural production. Here also 1 would
like to expect that top priority should
be given to irrigation. From the recent
failure of monsoons we must take the
lesson  that only irrigation projects
will save us from such situations.

1 now turn to one problem in my
State of Maharashtra, Maharashtra has
got less facilities of irrigation. Only
6.5 per cent of the cultivable land is
under irrigation. Moreover, area 10
the extent of 30 per cent of the total
area is under constant scarcity condi-
tions. I would, therefore, appeal to
the hon. Minister of Food and Agri-
culture and the hon. Minister for
Irrigation and Power to take up irri-
gation projects in Maharashtra.

I want to say a word about drought
and famine conditions in Maharashtra,
because the food deficit there has
incredsed from 2.2 million tons to 6
million tons. So the Central Govern-
ment should rush immediately to the
nelp of the State Government and give
more foodgrains to Maharashtra. The
Government of Maharashtra is doing
its level best to avert a calamity, but
without aid from the Centre il is not
likely to succeed.

Lastly, 1 will place only three or
four suggestions before the hon.
Minister and this House.

The Centre should give sufficient
food quota 1o Maharashira., Every
financial help to the agriculturists
should also be extended, specially.
seeds, fertilizers and other problems
must be solved. Similarly, there
should be fodder banks for the cattle
und employment security and food-
grain security must be given to the
famine-stricken areas of Maharashira.

With these words 1 end my speech.

Shri Balakrishnan (Koilpatti): Mr.
Deputy-Speaker, Sir, 1 pray that the
COming new year must be generous
and prosperous for the country
because the year 1965, which is going
to end its own life soon, was 5 very

bad year for our country.

It had minor
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brought iwo epnemies—one Pakistan
and another drought. We are pot
afraid of Pakistan, but w¢ are worried
about the drought conditions.

The failure of the monsvon made
our people unhappy. In many places,
even in my village, even though now
there is rain, unfortunately, there was
no rain earlier and the crops died. In
my village there are 18 tanks but cven
in one single tank there is no water.
There is no water even in wells.
Very bad news is coming from Mysore
and other parts that people are loiter-
ing for drinking water.

Before we think of long-term policy,
1 must request the Government to
think of emergency measures for the
relief of the people by giving them
work. Labourers are now becoming
idle because there is no work in the
agricultural ficlds and they must be
given work by way of silt-clearing,
digging wells, dcepening of welis,
construction of new tanks and small
channels. Free feeding should also be
arranged lo help the poor people. 1
do not think, it is now necessary, but
even if it is necessary in the most
affected arcas, I request the Minister
to sec that free boarding also is
arranged.

I am sorry to say that nothing as
been done to open fair price shops
in villages. 1 do not want fair price
shops to be opened during the season
but in the off-season people, who are
producers and who are supplying
foodgrains to the Government, are left
uncared. So, I request the Govern-
ment to see that fair price shops are
opened in the villages. The other day
I met the Assistant Collector of
Madural to open fair price shops in
villages and he told me, “It is very
difficult because in every Taluka there
are hundreds and hundreds of villages;
80 opening of fair price shops in cvery
village is very difficult”. Anyway, T
request the Minister 1o see that fair
price shops in the off-season perlod
at least are opened.

Regarding the short-term policy,
and medium schemes also
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should be included. Taking advan-
tage of this I request the Minister to
see that three medium schemes are
expedited in my taluk. In every
speech of mine I am talking about the
Palar-Porundalar, Khuthirayar and
Vardamma River Schemes. These
are very medium schemes and only a
small amount will be required. Bo,
1 request the Minister to ask the State
Government to expedite these
schemes,

Regarding long-term policy, we
cannot depend on imports always; so,
we have to make our country self-
sufficient. We have already brought
most of the suitable land under cul-
tivation; so, only through intensive
cultivation can we make our country
self-sufficient. Intensive ecultivation,
education and research are important.
If America has become a surplus
country it is because of advanced
science and research. Apart from
America, there are so many Asian
countries, like the Philippines, Japan,
Vietnam, Indo-China and so many
others, which are producing more and
more food through research and edu-
cation. It is not impossible for us to
make our country self-sufficient
through the method of intensive culti-
wation and through the application of
research. 1 am glad that our Food
Minister is fully aware of this and
in every speech he has emphasized
the necessity of research. Here, [
want to . emphasize one important
point, that is, that before any new
change takes place, there should be
a change of outlock and a change of
social atltilude amongst the farmers.
Our Prime Minister has given a very
pertinent slogan: Jai Jawan, Jai
Kisan. If at all the Prime Minister
has given this slogan, it is not to be
shouted on the political platform.
But he wished that this slogan is
penetrated in all the houses of the
farmers. Unless the farmers are
convinced that it is their bounden
duty to grow more food for the bene-
fit of the country, it is very difficult
to improve the production of food-
grains. 1 must say that the existing
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agency is mot fully successful-—of
course they are trying—in approach-
ing to touch the heart of the farmer.
There should be a proper agency
which ghould mingly with the peasan-
try. We can give a lecture to them
but unless we mingle with them, jt
is very difficult to get the results. A
farmer may not understand what he
sees and what he hears but he can
understand what he does. So, ynless
there is a proper mingling with the
peasants, it is very difficult to change
their outlook and ty improve produc-
tion,

Then, there is another difficulty and
that is for each and every help, the
farmers have tv approach different
Departments. 5o, there should be &
proper co-ordinalinn amongs, various

Depariments which are working un-
der the Department of Agriculture.
For example, for loan, the farmer

has to go to the tahsildar; for fertili-
ser, he has to go to another Depart-
ment and so on. There is a lot of
delay. No timely help ig being given
to the farmer. There should be »
proper co-ordination amongst the
varjous Departments which are work-
ing under the Department of Agri-
culture in various States,

Regarding consolidation  of land
holdings and other things which 1
have mentioned in my substitute
motion, 1 would like to tell the Gov-
ernment that either the Government
must make the law and do it imme-
diately or let the Government say
that it is not necessary (o have any
land ceiling or anvthing of the sort.
The matters like the tenants’ rights,
the consolidation of holdings, ete.
are very important in order to en-
thuse the farmers to produce more

Lastly, regarding absentee land-
lords, there are many industrialists
who are possessing very large hold-
ings and they are being cultivaled
through other tenants. How cap yow
expect more production there? I am
told, in UK. po absentee landlord is
allowed to have his land. The Gov-
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ernment takes over the land on a
Jong lease for 50 yearg or 100 years
and hands it over to the tenants for
cultivation and for increasing pro-
duction,

With these few suggestions of mine,
I conclude.

Dr. L, M. Singhvi (Jodhpur): Mr.
Deputy-Speaker, 8ir, jn discussing
food and agriculture year after year
angd session after session, the Parlia-
ment is customarily confronted with
the dreary prospect of reaping a har-
vest of excuses and alibis. Ineffec-
tiveness, inefficiency, inertia and lack
of vision and dynamism appear to be
the seeds of this highly questionable
crop of excuses and alibis. May 1
wery respectfully say to the hon. Food
Minister that in future he would
have to serve to the nation a better
quality and a greater quantity of
food ang that mneither the culinary
skill nor an appelising menu would
be considered to be adequate subs-
titutes for actua] and wholesome

I  would emphatically assert that
nothing short of a revolution in our
thinking on agricultural matters is
likely to bring us nearer the goals
that we enjoin upon ourselves. As
Pope said in his essay on ‘Man':

“If in wvain our toil, we ought
to plame the culture and not the
s0il.”

I am sure the hon. Minister would
agree that, if in spite of the efforts
that we are making, if in spite of
girding our loins, if in spite of the
fact that the Government has thrown
the gauntlet to face this gigantic
problem, the results are not produced,
the blame would lis squarely at his
doors,

I am glad that the hon. Food Minijs-
#er has made a bold promise to the
eountry, the promis, that the hither-
to elusive goal of self-sufficiency
would he achieved by the end of the
Fourth Five-Year Plan 1 hope that
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this promise has been made with a
full sense of responsibility and that
# i intended, at any cost, to be ful-
filled. | would like, in this context,
that the Food Minister tells us his
strategy to achieve this goal, he tells
us in detail what phases he proposes
for the growth of Indian agriculture
and for breaking through the circle
of stagnation in which it finds itself.
[ would also like that the Food Minis-
ter outlines before us, at least in
brief, the outcome of his conversa-
tion and talks with Mr. Freeman,
when he was recently in Rome,

More often than not, the Food and
mgricultural policles of our country
have been dedicated to paper pro-
gramming. They have talked either
in Olympian terms or in quixotic
terms; they have been shrouded in a
sort of esoteric mystery. These poli-
cies have been cluttered (0 a common-
place creche. That is why the Minis-
ter's statements and promises have
often appeared to be apodictic and
have proved 1o be apocryphal. These
statements have often been made in
the past with ytmost glibness and
confounding in consistency.

I only hope that Mr. Subramaniam
means business this time, If he does,
1 am afraid the impact of his think-
ing and his intentions has yet to be
felt in the working of his Ministry
as well as in the working of the Food
and Agriculture portfolios in the
States.  To illustrate this, I would
crave your indulgence to bring to the
attention of this aupust House three
re\.‘ealing instances of the most cul-
pable neglect during the last three
months and y would like the hon
Minister to say if, In fairness, he
could claim any benefit of goubl im
spite of this highly incriminating
evidence.

The first matter to which | wish
to invite the attention of the House
arises from a news item appesring in
The Hindustan Times of 3rd Septem-
ber, 19685. It emanates from Ferore-
pur. It says:

“Nearly 15,000 tonmes of broken
rice worth Rs. 84 lakhs are dete-
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riorating in Punjab as the Gov-
ernment is not taking any steps
to lift thege stocks for the last
eight months, which is resulting
in heavy national losses.”

The second report is from The
Hindusthan Standard of Caleutta dated
the 24th October, 1965. It says:

“Nearly 1000 tonnes of wheat
are rotting in twg sheds of the
Caleutta Port  Commissioners.
The Port authorities brought the
mautter to the notice of the Regio-
nal Food Directorate of the In-
dian Government many times but
to no effect. The two sheds,
numbered 6 and 7, are in Strand
Road. The bags in the sheds gre
lying there gince 1963. The condi-
tion of Shed No. 7 ig also no bet-
ter. It is further alleged that a
large quantity of wheat is also
wasted through ynloading opera-
tions."

'The third instance, to which | wish
to make a rcference, also finds place
in The Hindusthan Standard of cal-
culta of 5th November, 1965, under
ihe caption “Vanishing Rice”. It says:

“From the Governmeny godowns
in Calcutta, rice worth about
Rs. 10,000 disappcars every day,
thanks to the porters, sweepers
and some other men connected
with the godowns.”

“The estimate is not ours” says
the Staff Reporter, “A report in
this conneclion wag placed to the
high officials of the Food Direc-
torate and some recommendations
were also made, What actions, if
any, were taken are not yet
known "

U concludes by saying:

“The most daring theft is car-
ried out by the blackmarketeers
who pring lorries.. . ... According
to one calculation they remove
over 100 quintals of rice a day”
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These are instances which are sicken-
ing lo say the least These are ins-
tances for which there can be mno
excuse whatever. [ would like the
hon. Minister to tell us whether he
does not consider these two samples
of the sluggish and ineffective way in
which the food and agricujture port-
folios have been functioning not only
at the Centre but very much more
so at the Btates. | would also like
him to tell us as to whether he rea-
lises the full magnitude of the des-
truction of {foodgrains by rodents,
pests ang wasteful consumption in the
country and, if so, what is the extent
of such waste and what he is doing
to prevent or eliminate such wastage.

The hon. Minister of Food and Agri-
culture is in the habit of making
often refreshingly perspective and
outspoken statementis. One such
statement he made recently. on the
6th of November which appeared in
the press undrr the caption “Union
Ministries Empires in themselves"
For once, il appears he saw the light.
Here is what he had to say:

“Food Minister Mr. Subrama-
niam saig here today that unless
the rigid boundaries between the
Union Ministries that were sove-
reign empires in themselves were
pulled out and team spirit created
in the administration there would
be no solution for this country.”

1 do not want to read the whole
statement which is as damning as
it cin be as a serious indictment of
the way in which the Government
can function. 1 am whole-heartedly
in accord with this statement. What
1 would like to know is what kind of
co-ordinating  machinery he has in
mind now, whal kind of remedial
measures he has in mind now, what
kind of overall administrative machi-
nery of which he spoke in this state-
ment he has in mind now. He must
give us in this debate a blueprint of
his idea, both in the fleld of techno-
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logical growth, in the field of agricul-
ture, as indeed in the fleld of ad-
ministrative streamlining of the food
and agriculture portfolio.

1 ghould like very much to know
whether the Agricultural Production
Board which had been constituted
specifically, it scems at the instance of
the hon. Minister of Food and Agri-
culture, is being reconstituted. This
was thought to be the highest co-
ordinating body in the country for
drawing up agricultural development
programmes and for implementing and
over-seeing the implementation of the
emergency food plan for the nation.
The other day it was reported that
the Minister is of the view that this
should be reconstituted, that some
more Ministers should be added to K.
But all that came out later on was that
he hopes to have the Minister of State
in the Ministry of Finance added to
the Agricultural Production Board. If
this is his idea of the Agricultural
Production Board performing its fune-
tiong adcquately, I am afraid it will
just pot be, I would like to know whe-
ther the Government has given any
thought to the possibility of recon-
stituting the Apgricultural Production
Board under the chairmanship of the
Prime Minister himself and, as a logi-
cal corollary to this, of requiring
States to entrust the food and agricul-
ture portfolio invariably to their res-
pective Chief Ministers.

The hon. Minister is fond of repeat=
ing that the State Governments are
themselveg sufficiently responsible and
it is not for the Centre to direct them
and to chide them. I would like to
know whether the Minister is in a8
position today to say thrat satisfaclory
working arrangements exist in respect
of rationing, procurement and of
development of agriculture in the
country, particularly jn respect of
collaboration and co-ordination with
the State Governments.

The hon. Minister must glve us a
clear statement in respect of ration-

2108 (Ai) LS—s.
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ing, which has already created & lot of
confusion. 1 would not accuse the hon.
Minister of creating panic by giving a
realistic assessment of the situation
which this country is confronted
with but I would certainly like him
to give us g break through as to what
the definite thinking of the Govern-
ment is in respect of rationing and
whether they have taken all adequate
steps to see that all the State Govern-
ments full in Jine with the thinking of
the Central Government in this
matter.

1 would also like to make a brief
reference here to the PL 480 prog-
ramme. While dependence on foreign
food is not a very salutary gituation to
find oneself in, 1 agree with the hon.
Minister of Food and Agriculture that
merely by shouting slogans or by
asking for cessation of PL 480 sup-
plies we cannot solve the food prob-
lem of this country. It has to be
borne in mind, however, that the
diminishing surplus of the United
States of America will be largely
responsible in the near future for a
phascd stoppage or g phased stagger-
ing or reduction in PL 480 gupplies to
this country. It has also to be rec-
koned with that the United States
finds itself in a non-too-happy position
in respect of its owp balance-of-pay-
ments sifuation. If these two facts are
reckoned with, are taken into secount,
1 am sure the Government would Im-
Port an even greater senge of urgency
to the plan of sclf-sufficlency.

Here 1 should like briefly also  to
make a reference to the vast magmi-
tude of the spectre of 1 .:nine which
hangt over a nomber of States
throughvut the country. I myself
come from & State which has been
chronically famine-stricken. But the
spectre  of famine in Rajasthan is
somcthing fearful to contemplate
today. I have iy on the suthority of
the State Government that something
ke 58 lakhe of people would be
affected by the impending famine in
Rajasthan. Unofficial estimatex put it
as conslderably much more, Therefore,
it would be pointless and it would be



5743 Food Situation

[Dr. L. M, Singhvi]

doing a disservice to the cause of
ameliorating the situation of suffering
humanity if we were to say that the
Statesg are trying to exaggerate the
situation in order merely to get larger
allocations. I hope that the hon. Min-
ister would give us what his famine
plan is in respect of the coming year
in respect of the clear and imminent
situation of famine with which a
number of States in the country are
confronted. 1 would also like him to
consjder the possibility of revising the
Famine Code which has been in force
since time immemorial and which on
expert examination has been found to
be extremely inadequate and improper
for the various exigencies of famine
with which the country is confronted.

Lack of co-ordination is something
of which we are often talking about.
It seems that it is one of the favourite
subjects noy only in political discus-
sions but also in the studies of the
working of the administration. I would
cite only ongs such instance. It was
illustrated, I think In g very large
measure, in the way in which the
Government handled the whole ques-
tion of constituting a Desert Develop-
men* Authority. I am deeply grateful,
and the people of the desert areas
would be deeply grateful to my hon.
friend, Dr. K. L. Rao, who initiateg a
high-level consideration of this gcheme
at my instance. And as one who could
take a major part of the pride for
having initiated this scheme, 1 have
been pained to fing that it has been
delayed for nearly two and a half
years now This is 8 scheme which is
concededly one of the finesy ideas that
could be implemented for breakine
through stagnation, for finding land
for our larger population, for increas-
ing production and for changing the
very face of the cconomy ang the lives
of the people of desert areas. But
there has been very considerable
delay, I am happy to find that the
Covernment has now given the indi-
cation of its mind that it is to start
functioning by next year. But T am
constrained to remark that the reduc-
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tion from Rs. 10 crores outlay to Rs. 5
crores is not a welcome move and does
not spell, does not augur too well for
the idea. T would like in this connec-
tion to fortify my submissions by a
brief reference to what our Estimates
Committee hag to say in this respect.
The Estimates Committee, while con-
sidering the Arid Zone Research
Institute at Jodhpur ang ifs work
which is of an excellent quality and of
a far-reaching character, has made this
recommendation in wvery forceful
terms. The Committee has said:

“The Committee hope that the
Desert Development Board would
be set up at an early date with
representatives of the Central and
State Governments to draw up a
co-ordinated programme for the
development of the desert area.
The Government should ensure
that the results of research carried
oug in the Central Arid Zone Re-
scarch Institute and elsewhere are
applieq with advantage in the
field. The Committes also hope
that adequate resources for deve-
lopment of the desert areg would
be made gvailable.".

If 1 may ecite briefly some of the
figures in respect of the arid tract in
this country and what it could do for
solving the problem of food and for
breaking  through the problem of
stagnation in our agriculture, I would
say that the arid tract in the country
cover: an arca of about 477,845 sq.
k.m. This is a huge land mass, and the
only way to pul it to productive use
would be to set up this desert deve-
lopment authority with ample reso-
urces, with a kind of outonomy, if
necessary, with a lot of drive and dy-
namism, and unless this iz done I
think that our hopes for a new kind
of life at least in the arid tracts of
this country would be mere hopes and
dreams which would just not come
ture.

1 would like in thig connection to
make a brief reference to the need
and the possibility of extensive Israeld
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collaboration. It seems that the Israelis
had offered to the Government of
India for extending their assistance in
the matter of desert development. 1
am not concerned at this time with
the politics which happens to
characterise our relations with Israel.

Shri Hari Vishna Kamath
(Hoshangabad) : Wrong politics.

Dr. L. M. Singhvi: But it is well
known, and I am sure the hon, Min-
ister who is so deeply interested in the
modern technology anq its application
to the problems of agriculture and food
would concede this that Israel is the
one country which is in the forefront
of those who have been able to solve
the problem of desert development in
a magnificent way, in an outs‘anding
way and in a way which would be
worth emulating for us. I know it that
a Minister of the Government of
Rajasthan had actually gone to Israel
and he had submitted plans to the
Government of India for fruitful
collaboration, But thig dig not come
to be. [ am sorry to say that politics
which should have had no relevance
to the problem of development was
allowed to overide the claims of
development of thig country, when we
rejected or evaded the issue of
collaborating  with  Israelis and
borrowing their know-how in a really
big way. We could have done it not
only on a governmental basis, bug jt
could have been done on the basis of
voluntary organisations adopting the
techniques gnd  borrowing their
know-how in respect of desert deve-
lopment.

I would also like to mention briefly
here the suggestion of Prof. Martin
Jones of Oxford In this connection. He
has said that in those areag of India
which suffer from chronic scarcity of
water and low rainfall, one effective
way of solving the problem would be
to introduce a scheme of a pipeline
which would carry water from one
place 10 another. It may sound some-
what revolutionary. But thig has been
considered by the leading hydrologists
of the world to be the only effective
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way and the most economica]l way of
bringing the water from areas where
therp is water'ngging, from areas
where water creates problems for the
hon. Minister of Irrigation and Power,
where excess water creates problems
of famine and all kinds of difficulties
and dislocation. It would be only right
for the Government to consider the
possibility of adopting this scheme of
laying pipelines carrying water from
areas where water ig ample and where -
water is in excess, to areas where
water jg scarce. This wil] particularly
solve the problem of water evapora-
tion which happens to characterise all
our canals schemes; since particularly
the water is so precious we cannot
allow it or afford to allow it to eva-
porate. I would like the hon. Minister
to tell us whether this idea has been
considered in any great detail or
whether even now he is prepared to
consider this idea, its economics and
its feasibility in somewhat greater
detail than has been done so far.

On one earlier occasion when the
present hon, Minister of Food and
Agriculture was not in charge of this
portfolio T had put thig question, and
1 found that the then hon. Minlster in
charge had shown complete ignorance
of any such Idea being known, but I
am sure the hon. Minister in charge
now would have something to say in
this respect.

I would also like to emphasisa the
need for organising and streamlining
fodder banks in areas of chronic
scarcity and famine, I come from an
area where as I have mentioned there
ig famine chronically. Three years in
five years are yearg of famine or
scarcity. There, fodder has beeen very
scarce and the cattle population ig in
great jeopardy. This is all tha wealth
of the common people in those areas.
1 hope the hon. Minister would be
able to ensure that the scheme for
establishing fodder banks in not too
distant places {a streamlined and
implemented in a full and ample
measure with generous support from
the Centre.
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(Or. L. M Sixghvij

We buve a  grewl deul fo do  lu
ruspeet of Tand lnprovemeat We Lave
wven moce Lo do in respecl of spply-
ing the fruits of research L. the feld
of argriculture. We have a great dwal
to accomplish Ir refpect of ctilleing
idle ruril moa-power which T think ls
onc of the greatesi problems the: we
are confrofted wiih. Buil the baxe
thing is that we neey thet dynamizm,
that vision, of which the hon RMlinistef
every once in g while speaks wi'h
refreslung candour but which 1 have
yul to oo Leing implemaacted ip o £01)
mvmviiw e the pulicies  apd ln Ue
progewmaws of lus Ministey wiy the
Minigirles In the States

The problem today is & problem of
keeping the wolf wway nur
doors. 1 thmk thet those who ap=
prusch the problem of food imports
with doctrinaire antipathy are doing
 distinet disservice to the counly
urd Lo wa wnderstauding of vur probe-
Tps. 1 (kink et they wllow hem-
lves wilfully w0 dedge and  evide
tha issues thal really confront us 1
am gure thet e rewslism willh whick
thw hon. Misser ey spvken on Whis
imsue would chucuslecise his doulings
in ks respoul.

1318 hrs

ISm: P, K. Dyo in the Chai¥]

T would remclude in 8 minate, hy
referring to one thing, ard that is, by
tendering advice which may be gra-
teitous ang perhaps very easy to give
but whirh it will not he easy to imp-
lemsent. T realise fhal, but the advica
s that the details have secasarily to
be worked out by the hon Minister.
Tlis Parlivrnenl vl eves o o dus
Late of 15 huws diwuss ke issues
whick cancern the actual implement-
ation of polivics. Cn policies there s
todny wery lttle variation of epinlon.
The bazic thing i that gew urgencies
must bg put before thg nation, fthat
Goverrmert must l=arm not to blink
the jwues bt thﬁy must  learn o
grapple with them #nd 1o see them in
thke face Govertument must lell we
seulislically wad with all isucerily ns
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1o what they propose €0 do o fulfl the
emergency Tood plan, to arbisve self-
sificiency |n food and to see that the
coumlry does nol continue Lo face this
peranzual probilem of shortages even
in the most basic commodity, namely
Joird dad wgeiculturnl products o the
counlry, fue, il would be lo vuer obi-
ding ehome if (kis iz sllowed (o hap-
per. We are o counlry which has a
lurge populotion which Is engaged in
agriculiural purouit, Hore is the Unit-
e States which hoad anly 8 per cont of
ity popuistion engoged Ir ogricuiurs
and yet she finds evangh food 1o sx-
pevt ancd 1o fewd ather enantries Thay
technalngieal Break-thraugh kas tn he
uwchieved, mpd I would Lke the Lon
Minister o give us the details of what
he bLus in ausd, & blus-print of self-
sufMriency in food sid agricaltors in
this country,

Shrimati Wenuka Tay (Malda):
Mr UChairman, the Food Ministar has
collpd mttention to the natural cal-
wmuily (Bl b luken pluve dus o Lhe
widespread fallure of harvest and
naturally to mwet this failure, speeial
emergency measures have te be
Linbesisa.

Before | go into thix, 1 should like
e know however how il is, and why
il 15, thal in all these Years we have
hemvd so much about iTer stocks De=
ing buiid uwe. the much vaunted bufler
stocks sbout which eloquent speeches
wure muade o (his House lime  aod
agmii wver siguve, b el PL-480 whuul
wus  brough: into the country for the
first time but thal wduy when we
have octuolly to face & bod harvest,
they are not forthcoming. T geemx
thot the prescnt Feod Minster s ne
much the viciim a3 the country. Al
this has venished ond dissppeared—
food stocks whirh Were to have been
buffer stocks for an occasion  like
thiz, how ¢lse to account for the food
Minister's mliamT

Then 1 would lke to sy o word
about ikiz rrovienintion of prog-
rammes of agricultural  productior.
For many years we have been hearing



s749 Fool Sumaesion AGRAHAYANA 10, 1887 (SAKA) and Drought §75C
Condiziona

about thésp programmes. When the
mid-term appraisal was published, it
came as a sheek to the couwntry as 1o
Fow tha loge rate of food prodacton
was the main factor affectry the rats
of econcmic growth., Ws had keard
then a eocd deal abow what was Lo
Do dene. Again we bear about it
Mere repetiticn of all thal, need for
fertilinera, good seeds, maderr tech-
nHjUes, Water—aver Waler wad man-
toned—and Irrigadon, will not by
itsel! constitete a mpantra which will
yield resnite.  Thiz i somathing that
we have to realige. | wm net blaming
the Food Minister because I know he
has his handicaps

Then | wanl 1o (ay spenial sivess
on onc point whick kas not boen mon-
tored evern in the statement this mor-
ning in answer lo a gquestice relating
1o special efforts in the matter of de=-
fonce and food angd that I the
tenirial  systam  that obtaimg today
ANl tkia twalk abewt the tiller of the
soil becoming the ownar of the land
has romalined talk cnly. We have en-
agied logislation vo this, butl actally
il has not been implemented LDuring
the budgel sessicn, ir the debate on
the demards for grants of the Mmis-
try of Food 1 drew attention 1o
Laduiinsky's report a report £ob of a
vommumisi, bul vf u Furg Fourdalion
Member vegarding the packags proge
rarune districts of [ndis  The report
pointa ot wnerringly that apart from
the WP, land legisiation hng not eome
in and tkat what I3 one of the major
vanees why srivkiural wredwelion
har nel peoe up.

We here leday Lalk  about  joiml
stoek companies that aw guing to be
brought in in this field, by the same
imdustrialists wha have sxploited the
sitation in the industeinl  feld. [t
would have beer proforable 10 have
kept the old zamindard system In being
bocause they wore the people who
knew and urdersiood the potentialis
ties of the land, [ weuld gay that totday
one most mrgent need In the long.
term it to sss that the ferurial sys-
ten of lard i charged sc that what
wo have gald ore want to have somes

(M)
wrue. An ounop of et lg worth a ton
of thepry,

Then e 8 ro doubt that we bave
laid stree: s muny Umes—> am sure
the Minister will agvee with mo—thst
the administrative system needs come
plate roveltioriamg M 0 nn  me
tnkerirg here and there ard talking
of co-ordiration and wvarious other
Giirge, when reculls do ool come
about, when the map n the Beld is
not inapired mough ond decs not gt
e facilities He iz suppozed to be
provided with. Agrvievhwral credit
doos nct reach the person whe moeds
it Therv are wu suny oler  Lhinge
kot go wrong—I have not the time to
iletail Useeni as vier parly's Uine i85 Ll
itad tnon few minetes for sach Meme
ber, Bul T mercly méntien them ba-
eanze unlces semetking ks dons In re-
I'Il;ﬂ ,I:aﬂm. aven mow all our plang
wal. 5

Ther we talk about self-sufficiency
in feed We have lorgotien Mabatma
Gandhi's message and the pwopes
interpretation of i, of whick the
charkha was the symbol cf wslf-
safMiciency of the willege. He had
pointed owt with an wncrring  firger
oven when froedom's battle was on
Ut this s @ maller o! vital mpor-
lanwe (¢ us. Bul did we when reee
dom came, follow it and transiate it
into practiceY Om the other hand,
we oorricd our wostemised Imitation
to sEeh an extent of Imitating westérn
ways Lhat we furpol what we had w
do al e mrassvools in iy laod of
ours. We wy fthat, lgj ws not
seoffed at Gandhian sconomics tc the
sxtert that we have done, perhapd
loday we would rol e ficing the gors
ey pligkt which we are  eonfronted
with. It i3 roally 3 maller of ureal
shame that we have rot beer. able to
dn anything an this secount, hoesmres
we ape others. I do net ocuy that we
showld ol take from the west and
adept it 1 oy requrirementa  hers,
Fer instance, 3 greal doal cun be leurmt
i thiz seuntry about Intensive agrieul-
tural produstion in Japan. But  we
miet rememhar that ehatever we
taks from sbroad must be capable of
being sdapta) 16 oor A@n ecumiry, 10
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the grassroots in this country, by our
farmers. Unless that is done, unless
we realise this even today, even this
emergency plan for increasing pro-
duction, will again fail.

Coming to the cmergency plan to
tide over the difficult short term

period, the review on the food
situation circulated to us says
that we must  have statutory

rationing and maximisation of internal
procurement., But why this hesitant,
balting approach since the beginning
of last year. In West Bengal, statu-
tory rationing came into force a year
ago; in Madras, it is in operation. In
many other Southern States it has

come. The Food Minister, 1 know,
pleads with  the  Statess  But
somehow or other there is a great

feeling in this country that while we
tulk about unity, we &Te not united
in one of the vital things. There is
no such thing as one price for such a
vital commodity as food; there is no
urge to see to it that if there is statu-
tory rationing, it shall be there not
only in the citiez in deficit States but
also in surplus States. There is no
one policy for the country. Unleas
we have this even in this emergency,
when famine almost stares us in the
face, I do not know what is going to
happen. .

West Bengal has brought in mono-
poly procurement. They have =aid
it specifically that in a time or such
difficulty, the lives of people must be
saved at any cost. Even though it is
a deflcit State. it has enforced mono-
puly procurement of rice. At the
same time. wo have to realise that
even there the production of rice this
vear was 4'9 million jonnes as against
57 million tonncs last yvear. The re-
quirementis of rice alone are 82 mil-
lion tonnes. Central assistance is
promised, but whether it  will come
in respect of rice, we do not know.
If it does not come for wheat in
sullicient measure, I think the whole
system will break down, in spite of
monopoly procurement,
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It is easy to say that West Bengal
is doing a good thing in having mono-
poly procurement, but it s mnot so
vasy to implement it. 1 have been
recently in the districts to see how
difficult is the operation with the
present administrative structure. Yet
1 say that this challenge is being met
by the Chief Minister ijn a bold
manner though it means taking a
calculated risk. It is a challenge
which the whole country should meet,
in an equally bold manner. If mono-
poly procurement could take place
in a deficit State like West Bengal;
then the whole country, with the Food
Minister at the helm and the units of
the Food Corporation of India and
the Staty Governments in the field,
we should immediately go in for
monopoly  procurement  throughout
the country without any hesitation.

Evey in the matter of statutory
rationing, in Delhi today is the @th
December. It is due to come into
force on the Bth December. 1 ask,
why this delay for so long. The
psvehological approach is extremly
bad. The fact that Delhj has been
lukewarm in going in for statutory
rationing itself does affect many of
the States. They are watching. Those
States which are reluctant to follow
and dp what you want are watching
to see what is happening here.

Before I end, I have just two more
points, I hone vou will give me time.
Ong of them js that 1 hope that im-
mediately the method that hag been
adopled in West Bengal both in re-
gard to the levy and in regard to the
categories {0 whom gtatutory ration
is given in the city and towns, will
be followed not only in Madras where
it js being done, not only in somg of
the Southern States, but throughout
India as one policy of the Central
Government, and that all States will
not only follow this policy but that it
will be Centrally-directed.

I want to say one word about the
political exploitation that is taking
place. This is a very serious state of
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affairs. In West Benngal, where the
Chief Minister gnd the Government
have taken the only possible steps
and are trying to bring in a system
by which an equitable distribution
takes place and an equitable levy is
made on production, naturally, there
are difficulties, bui these are exag-
gerated by every opposition party, in-
cluding the so-called left parties, and
they are trying to see that it does not
surceed, because they feel that the
West Bengal Government is doing
what they themselves have been
preaching all this time and they do
not want the Congress Government to
succeed.

Mr. Chairman:
conclude now.

I think she should

Shrimati Renuoka Ray: In our
own party and in any party there
arp persons who are reluctant, but
there is also this thing, that go far as
political exploitation is concerned, jt
is there,

With one worg about Dr, Lohia 1
will end. Dr, Lohia talkeq about
famine conditions, but has Dr. Lohia
scen famine conditions as 1 have seen
in 1943 in whole of West Bengal,
when people died gs they were com-
ing un the steets? There is no
question of malnutrition, they fell
dead and their children were picked
up on the streets and put in orphan
homes.

Mr. Chairman: You have taken
five minutes more thap the time al-
lotted.

Shrimatl Renuka Ray: With these
words, 1 hope the Minister in charge
and the Government will implement
emergent measures on a counirywide
basis immediately.

Shri P. C. Borooah (Sibsagar):
India is a vast agricultural country.
Seventy per cent of our population are
agriculturists. We have the largest
arca under irrigation in the world,
about 16 million acres. We have in-
wvested more than Rs. 2,000 crores in
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agricultucal planning during the last
14 years, and we have spent more than
Rs. 2,600 crores in food imports. In
spite of all this, today it is our mis-
fortune that we have to debate the
food crisis.

The hon. Minister himself has said
that the situation is alarming. So, I
need not go into that. The time at my
disposal is short. I, therefore, straight-
away want to come to the measures
by which it may be possible for us to
overcomne this erisis.

I want to divide these measures into
three parts: immediate, short-term and
long-term. Among the immediate
measures, I would like to suggest that
wr should not create a panic in the
country by emphasizing the scarcity.
The more the panic, the more the ten-
dency to heard, and it will be difficult
to procure whativer marketable sur-
plus there may be.

The other day  hon, the Finance
Minister senscd that probably there is
still some surplus left, because, with a
record production of 88 million tons
of last year and 8 million tons of im-

ports, it is not likely that all this
would have been consumed. There
might be some surplus. If we create

panic, it will not be possible for us to
procure this surplus.

A right leadership is wanted. Like
gram dan, bhoodan and recently
Swarna dan, let there be a sashya dan
movement. At least 2 million tons of
foodgrains we can possibly have from
this source.

We are incurring a loss of 11 millien
tons of foodgrains annually due to
flood, storage loss, and losses in mill-
ing, handling etc. Can we not save
at least 20 per cent of this loss? In
milling rice, we gel 62°2 per cent,
while in US.A. and Jopan they get 75
per cent. So, the policy of polishing
rice not over 4 per cent should be
strictly enforced. Out of these savings,
we can get, another 2 million tons.

- o S ]
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Guest control order should be strict-
ly enforced. Leadership should ap-
peal for reduced consumption of food-
grains in festivals and cercmonies, not
only in the towns, but also in the vil-
lages. Onc million tons of foodstuffs
is wasted annually by the housewives
and hoteliers. From there we can
save at least one million tons if we
take proper steps.

Thus, under these three immediate
measures that it may be possible to
have 5 million tons of foodgrains.

ot TR (FTT ) A AT
oy Y W F WY AT FE € W
w4 w7 wrfgma ?
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Shri P, C. Borooah: With this 5
million tons plus monthly imports, I
think we may somehow meet our
immediate needs and averl the famine
we arc nearing.

Under short-term measures I am
happy to find that Government have
alrcady taken up double-cropping.
This is very important. In my part of
the country, only 5 per cent of the
cultivable land is under double-crop-
ping. So, 95 per cent of land lies
waste § to 7 months a year. If we
enforce  double-cropping,  provision
must be made for regular supply of
water. For this there should be more
liberal provision for tubewells and
power pumps.

We are badly short of fertilisers. It
is not likely to be had adequately for
a very long time to come. In this
context, I am sorry to say that we
have not done anything to stop cow-
dung being wasted or burmt. It is a
very important thing. It is said that
the manurial value of a ton of cow-
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dung is Rs. 95 while its fuel value is
only Rs. 40. It is a'so caleulated that
37 million tons of coal-equivalent of
cowdung is burnt every year. It could
have produced 9 million tons of extra
foodgrains. This will be equal to the
production of 12 Sindris.

A large quantity of tea waste is
burnt by the Central Excise authori-
ties every year in the 10,000 tea gar-
dens of the country. It is a good
manure. Instead of burning, utilisa-
tion of it as manure should be order-
ed

There should not be any hesitation
in welcoming joint stock companies
operating in cultivation. I am happy
to learn that the offer of Associated
Cement Corporation has been accept-
ed by the Government, and they are
soon going to have joint stock farm-
ing nearabout Khem Karan in Pun-
jab. It is a good move,

Price parity between indigenous
food crop and cash crop and also be-
tween indigenous wheat and imported
wheat should be fixed immediately.

Credit to the peasant should be
linked with productivity and not with
ereditworthiness, It should be made
available to the persant in time, and
as far as possible in kind, like supply
of manures, supply of seeds, imple-
ments ete.

Another important suggestion, I
would like to make is this that rebate
in land revenue and rcbate in interest
on loans to peasants for excess pro-
duction from a base year such as
19684-85, should be allowed, This will
give an impetus to the cultivators to
Erow more.

So far as long-term measures are
concerned, T do not want to say much.
I support the scheme that Govern-
ment have proposed for the Fourth
Plan emphasising only three points.
Firstly, standardisation of the manu-
facture of pesticides. At present we
are manufacturing 120 varieties but
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there is no need to nave as many as
that number. Secondly, stress should
be laid more in the development of
agricultural research. Thirdly, the
slatule of agriculture should be rais-
ed. T suggest that the agriculture
department should be in charge of the
Chief Ministers or at least No. 2 per-
sun in the Cabinet. The Deputy Com-
missioners of the districts should be
made directly responsible for the agri-
cuitural programmes of the districts.
Similarly, BDOs should be so placed in
their respective blocks.

Before I resume my seat, 1 would
like to say something about my own
State. Agricullurally, my State is
very rich. It is the highest foreign
exchange earner among the States of
India; its main products are rice, tea
and jrte. She can produce more.
Similariy, fisheries also could be deve-
loped there. But there are two peren-
nial problems in the State: erosion and
floods. I was thinking that I can catch
the attention of the Irrigation Minis-
ter but unfortunately he is not here
now. There is only the Deputy Food
Minister. Through him [ would like
to submit this point to be conveyed to
the Irrigation Minister. The mighty
Brahmaputra which is known as the
only mile river of the ~ountry, like
a spoilt child assumes the sight of a
furious ocean when in floods bringing
sorrow and misery to many. If Brah-
maputra is tackled, it will produce
enough of rice and flsh to feed the
whole of the eastern region including
Bihar. During his recent visit to the
State the Prime Minister said that
Assam sliould be the granary of India.
If these two difficulties are overcome,
it would become the granary in true
of the term and we will be placed in
a position to give a goby to the con-
troversial PL 480.

Shrl Mutho Gounder (Tiruppattur):
Sir. T do realise that I will be doing
no service to any one by repeatedly
saving the same thing about the gra-
vity of the situation or by drawing a
gloomy and more gloomy picture about
the situstion, that will arise in the
first half of next year. Also the food
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Minister was careful on that day when
he started his speech. He was modest
in his estimale when he said that we
would be short only by ten million
tuns. | can say that the deficit will
be not less than twenty million tons.
When we had a bumper crop of 884
million tons in 1964-65, we were siill
short of nearly seven million {ons
which was made by PL 480 imports.
When there is a scarcity spread all
over India, the shortage is 20 million
tons. We have to find ways and means
to cuver up that shortage. There is
no point or purpese in bringing out
new slogans; we have to be realistic
in our approach to overcome these
troubles. Government has come for=
ward with a slogan: miss a meal
Some big politicians and responsible
newspapers too write editorials that
by missing a meal we would be solv=-
ing our food problem because we will
be saving 1/14th of foodgrains, that
comes to 7 per cent sand they say the
deficit is about that perceniage. But
this slogan will not solve the problem,
Even now about 15 crores of people
are missing more than one meal. Some
people are missing 8 meal not only on
Monday but every night, I menn, peo-
ple of high calibre, upper strata of
society. They do not take meals in
the nights perhaps on account of in-
digestion or old age, but they take as
subslitutes apples, oranges or some
dry fruits such as badam or pista and
then milk and honey and plantsins
and so on; thus they are missing seven
meals. If at all government thinks
that they can solve this problem by
missing meals, we have to miss the
meals for two days. 1 do not know
how many arc prepared to miss so
many meals. Such slogans are divert-
ing us not to take scrious action to-
wards more production. Such slogans
have not taken us to our goal. We
should be realistic in whatever we do.
At present there is no other way
but to get imported foondgrains.
As a farmer I can sayv that we cannot
do any magic and produce enough in
six months or one vear. We have to
depend on imported foodgraine under
PL 480, not only for the mnext &ix
maonths but for some years. By laun-
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ching a very strict drive to grow more
food we can reach our goal. We have
to start intensive cultivationn  The
farmurs are ready to do it but the gov-
ernment is not ready to equip them
with modern equipments. Soldiers
ure ready al the borders of our coun-
try to fight Pakistani intruders or the
Chinese. So also our farmers are
ready on the food front to make use
of the soil. As the government failed
to give our jawans the modern wea-
pons from indigenous production, gov=-
ernment is also failing 1o provide our
farmers with modern equipment. What
is latensive cultivation? Intensive
cultivation means using hybrid seeds
and high qualily warieties that can
withstand diseases like blasts, etc. We
need water also intensive cultivation
can be done only in those places where
there Is assured water supply for irri-
gation. In our country seventy mil-
lion acres, one-fiftth of the total
acreage under plough, gets assured
water supply. In that area we can do
intensive cultivation. We should have
good seeds, hybrid maize, hybrid
jowar hvbrig cholam, paddy, etc. They
have become very popular. We have
also to use three times more fertilisers.
If you use 100 lbs. of ammonium sul-
phate or 50 Ibs. of urea for one acre
of ordinary variety oaddy, we have
to utilize 250 1bs. of nitrogen, 250 1bs.
of ammonium sulphate to grow the
hybrid variety. When we are short
even in respect of the production of
these ordinary varieties, where are we
to go to these fertilisers? The Gov-
ernment have always been hoping to
get them; all these 17 or 18 years, the
Government have all along been in-
dulging in this slogan, and they did
not try their utmost to get fertilisers.
It they had tried their utmost, tried
their best, by this time we would be
self-sufficient in fertilisers. Our Food
Minister, who is thorough in farming
and who comes from a district where
intensive cultivation is at its best,
knows everything and he knows that
without fertilisers we cannot do any-
thing. Witheut getting fertilisers, the
Government is only going here and
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there to get some collaboration with
America, this government and that
government, and trying to do some-
;hing. The Government has failed so
ar.

Our Food Minister used to say not
only here in this House but also every-
where outside also, that if we put in
one ton of nitrogen, we can get 10
tons of foodgrains, especially paddy.
He used to say it often. So he knows
the trouble and he knows the remedy
also. But I do not know how and why
his hands are tied up and his ideas
are not being implemented. There is
something wrong in the Government
structure itself. That is all I can say,
and that is the most difficult thing
nowadays,

Now, to make intensive cultivation,
you want implements, and how are
the implements to be supplied? What
are the implements required? We
want tractors. Our Government should
know that we are now using about
20,000 tractors. Of these 20,000 trac-
tors, 10,000 tractors are Russian-made.
A Russian-made tractor of 14 h.p. is
brought to the Bombay port at a cost
of Rs. 3,500 per picce. But it is sold
in the market for Rs. 5,100, Now
there are indications that the Govern-
ment want to raise the price. I would
request the Government that the trac-
tors are to be brought in bulk, in
thousands, by the STC and thev
should be sold to the ryots without
even the excisc duty.

=Y TR - AT wEe
*1 qar 7 & FF = T gfw g
i § 5f ) fomr # o afer aw
W ANTWENE AW FAT R9R H
firem & 1
Shri Muthu Gounder: A 14 h.p.
tractor costs only Rs. Rs. 5,100 even
in the Gaziabad Engineering Co., in
Delhi, and they are selling it at
Rs. 5250; for the 28 h.p. tractor, they

demand Rs. 7,500, and for the 45 h.p.
tractor, they want Rs. 10,000. The
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28 h.p. tractor, which is of an indigen=
ous production, while the Russian
tractor costs about Rs. 10,000, the
Indian tractor costs Rs. 20,000

Y TR : qg FuaT fEad
ferd ?

Shri Muthu Gounder: We have the
Fergusson tractors manufactured by
TAFE at Madras and the price per
tractor is nearly, Rs. 24,000 with im-
plements. The same tractor, with the
same horse-power, can be got at
Rs. 12,500 with implements if it is
Russian-made. These so-called indus-
trialists and manufacturers in India
want to exploit the situation. They
know that the Government is giving
much concession for these agro-based
industries or the industries that are
useful for developing our agricuiture
and so they exploit the situation. They
arc parasites on farmers; they have
got commission agents; to sell one
Fergusson tractor, they pay a com-
mission of Rs. 3,000. TVS, a leading
firm in South India get nearly
Rs. 3,000 as commission per tractor,
and they are making crores of rupees
in the name of agricuiture and the
farmer. The Government, if they are
sincere, can purchase from Russia
10,000 more tractors in one year. The
people are rcady. In my constituency,
in my district, we will purchase 500
tractors on one day provided the Gov-
ernment give them at Rs. 5000 each.
It scems that the STC is now issuing
orders not to sell them. Therefore,
those companies which are selling the
Russian tractors are not selling them.
So, we are in a handicap. The Gov-
ernment should come in and take up
tha' business. Whether it is Russis,
a communist country, or any capitalist
country, we should get anything that
we can get from those counfries. Let
us get foodgrains from America under
PL 480, let us purchase tractors for
Russia under rupee payment and
under easy terms. Let us popularise
this. The Government has now a
scheme: according to the statement of
the Food Minister in answer to the
questions in the consultative commit-
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tors. 1 know the price of the tractors
which are indigenously produced. We
have a lot of experience in respect of
the Fial and Hindustan motor cars.
Anything made in India will be com-
pietely worthless, The so-called ISI
and the Tariff Board will only connive
with them to produce very sub-
standard stuff, and the agriculturists
will have to bear all these difficulties
in this respect. There is nothing
wrong if the Government gets thou-
sands of tractors from Russia, be-
cause Russia is giving them, I sup-
pose, on rupee payment basis. If we
have those tractors, if the farmer is
provided with tractors, there will be
a big revolution in the very farming
itself.

We now say there is scarcity of
fodder. 1 think it will not be out of
place to mention it here: in a farm
like mine, an ordinary farm of 40
acres, after introducing one tractor, I
have dispensed with eight pairs of
bullocks. I have left them free to go
anywhere. Let them go to the
slaughter-house or any other plare, In
spite of my having 40 acres of ex-
cellent, irrigated land. 1 was not able
to maintain one cow even; now I am
having eight cows. I am giving the
entire fodder to the cows. Hitherto,
I could not give the right, excellent
fodder to the cows, because the bul-
locks were being used to plough the
farm, and they had to get the fodder.
Now, after resorting to the use of the
tractor, fodder is available. The Gov-
ernment of India is trying, and the
Fond Department is also saying, that
we will be having fodder banks. I
do not know where they will get fod-
der from, to have the banks. Even
Inst year, there was scarcity of fodder
in Majasthan. There will be fodder
scarcity for ever. We should be very
realistic in this. We are now bringing
lands under cultivation; grazing land,
po amhoke land, and any land, for put.
ting them under cultivation, because
we want food. There are no lands
left without cultivation, lands which
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can be used as grazing ground. Also,
we are now cultivating cash crops like
collon, sugarcanc, jute and sp on.
Therefore, there is no possibility of
getting any fodder. If we cultivate
muize or corn or paddy, there are
chances of getling sume fodder. But
we arc now cultivating cash crops, and
growing cash crops i not also a
luxury. India wants, the Government
wants, cash crops because if we do not
produce cash crops, there will be an
utter failure in the wvery economic
struclure. We can get more income,
whether it is in doliars or sterling,
only by selling our agricultural pro-
duce and not by other means. There-
fure, cash crop is not a luxury. We
are now indulging in the cultivation
of cash erops; and so we do not get
enough fodder. So, to get fodder or
to solve the fodder problem, all the
farms should be mechanised. In the
world, you cannot find any country
having emough milk without mecha-
nising their farms. In America there
is abundance of milk; in Holland or
Denmark or in Belgium and other
European countries, they have got
enough milk; we are getting this milk
powder from America, because Ame-
riean farms do not require bullocks or
horses or anything. They are com-
pletely mechanised.  They have got
tractors and other machines. There-
fore. they use the entire fodder for
milching rows. That iz why they are
able to produce so much milk, and
therefore, they send their milk powder
here.  So, only by mechaonising our
farms we will be able to find {odder
and save our cattle and solve our milk
problem.

14 hrs

Not only that. For our programme
of intensive cultivation, the farmers
should *~ siven more incentives. Shri
Karuthiruman of the ruling party also,
‘whenever he gels an opportunity, used
to impress upon the Government the
need for giving incentive and a remu-
nerative orice for the farmer. A
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farmer who is intelligent does not
nowadays cultivate food crops unless
thure are some compelling reasons
like, say, the land is not fit for cash
crups. This year we have enough
rains in Madras State. So, very soon
mysell and my friends will start cul-
tivating, not food crops but cash crops.
I would be going tomorrow and 1 will
utilize the lale rains to cultivate cot-
ton, not rice. Because, by cultivating
cotton I will get not less than Rs. 1,000
per acre within three months. By
cullivating rice I will get Rs. 500 and
for that 1 will have to answer so many
officials. They will come to my house
and say “your levy is so much” and
take away whatever little I have got.
1 am already determined, like all other
intelligent farmers, not to produce
foodgrains at all. I am asking other
farmers in my constituency also to do
likewise. While the industrialists are
making money, while they are minting
money, while this Government is in-
troducing de-control of cement in
order to enable some of the industria-
lists to get some more money, I think
we should also be intelligent emough
to grow commercial crops, cash crops.
This is our motto and there is noth-
ing wrong in that. Only a farmer who
cannot cultivate commercial crops will
cultivate foodgrains. For example, I
am also cultivating paddy in areas
where I cannot cultivate anything else.

Therefore, if the Government Iis
serious in increasing food production,
it should give a fillip or incentive to
the farmer and price is the only incen-
tive. When Shri 5. K. Palil was the
Food Minister, after a tour of America
and European counirics he made a
specch in a farmers' forum and those
wards are even now ringing in my
cars. He said that the only incentive
that can be given to the farmers is
the price incentive and there is no
other incentive, 1f the farmer is con-
vinced that by growing food crops he
can get more than by cultivating com-
mercial crops, he will certainly do it
himself: there is no need for him to
be convinced by the BDO, technicians
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and other officers. There is absolute-
ly no necessity for that. He knows
his job only too well. Therefore, un-
less there is parity between the prices
of foodgrains and commercial crops
no farmer will undertake the cultiva-
tion of foodgrains.

1 find that the Food Minister is not
present here now. 1 may say that In
his own Coimbatore district nearly
2,000 acres are unter sugarcane crop.
Then, in other areas they grow chilly,
onions, turmeric, plantain ete. but not
foodgrain. Only 5 per cent of the cul-
tivable area s under food crops. Now
the new hybrid-cholam has come into
vogue and we are told that we can
get twice the yield by cultivating that.

Mr. Chairman: He should conclude

niow,

Shri Mutha Gounder: I think my
party has got 25 minutes.

Mr. Chairman:
two minutes,

He can take another

Shri Muthu Gounder: In a debate
oa food those Members who are real-
ly farmers should be given more time.
Further, we do not participate in the
discussion or other subjeets where we
have no interest. Farmers like me
shouid be given more time to give our
experiences.

The vagaries of the monsoon, the
erratic me isac feature
all nver Indla. We have to find a way
to fight against the erratic nature of
monsoon and sinkink of wells is one
of the methods. In Madras State the
districts of North Arcot, South Arcot
and Salem have nearly 4 lakhs wells
out of which 2-5 lakhs have electric
pump sets. So, even if the monsoon
fails, It does not affect the agriculture
of those districts because they draw
water from wells. 1 would suggest
that the same should be done al] over
India as this is one of the ways of
overcoming the failure of monsoon.
This year we had late rains. Last
year we had abundant rains. The
year before last there was fallure of
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monsgon. So, the failure of monsoon
is a common feature and we have to
find ways to overcome jt.

As far as DMK party is concerned,
we are not interested in making poli-
tical capital out of the difficulties of
the people. This is a problem of feed-
ing the people. It is a humanitarian
problem. In our State also the price
of foodgrains has gone up. So, Gov-
ernment should come {orward to give
subsidy in prices. I would suggest
that Government should give 25 per
cent subsidy in the cxisting price of
paddy and that subsidy should not be
recovered from the consumers. If the
Government are lo provide subsidy,
they have to give Rs. 150 crores. We
are now spending Rs. 1,000 crores for
purchasing foodgrains from America
and other countries. If we spent &
portion of that amount for giving sub-
sidy to the farmers it will certainly
help our mgriculturists and it will in-
crease our production.

Then I come to the shortage of fer-
tilizers. We are exporting oil cakes
to the tune of Rs. 40 crores. Al least
for the time being, we should ban the
export of oil cakes, because this is &
very good organic manure.

Mr. Chalrman: His time is up. e
should conclude now.

Shri Muthu Gounder: Then 1 want
to say that tapiocn is produced in &
large measure in Kerala, Thousands
of acres of land in Kerala are under
tapioca cultivation. Now taploca Is
being sent from Kerala to Madras for
commercial purposes at the rate of
800 tons a day. T think it i high time
that the Governmenl imposed a ban
on the export of tuhular taploca Into
Salem district. When I was recently
in Malabar the people there were com-
plaining that they were not able to
get enough tubular tapioca b of
Its despatch to Madras State, There-
fore, it is high time that Government
puts & ban on this.

_ Shri Linga Reddy (Chikballapur):
Mr. Chairman, Sir, I would like to0
say a few words. The hon. Minister
of Food has made a very objective
analysis of the food situation gnd also
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the drought conditions in the country.
‘While doing so, he has supplied us
with enough material. I am very glad
that he has started off re-organising
the Agriculture Department and re-
orienting the Agricultural Production
Board. He has also given us g review
of the food position and also the
drought conditions in the country. I
am also glad that he and his officers
have been taking very keen interest
in going round the severa]l parts of
the country and in placing before the
State Governments the emergency
food programme. 1 wish the State
Governments, specially the Agricul-
ture Departments of the States, also
take as much active interest as the
Central Food Ministry had been tak-
ing. Just as there is coordination here
through the food production board, it
is very necessary that there should be
a coordination organisation at the
State level also. The activities of the
ministries of panchayati raj, commu-
nity development, irrigation and agri-
culture should be coordinated at the
State level also, just as it is being done
here.

Shri Sheo Narain (Bansi): It has
been decided on the first day that
those who catch the eye of the Chair
will be called.

Mr, Chairman: 1 am afraid, I can-
not go beyond the list. The list is
already there. I am ecalling according
to the list.

Shri Linga Reddy: It is very neces-
sary that some more steps have to be
taken with a view to step up agricul-
tural production programme. Hon.
members might have seen in  the
papers recenilv that the Programme
Evaluation Organisation that has been
set up has given a report to the effect
that the feeder channels are not being
dug in the major irrigation projects.
If we have to grow enough food, it is
very necessary that the feeder chan-
nels should be dug very efficiently and
quickly. Tf that had been done and it
sufficient steps had been taken earlier,
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I am sure this food shortage would
not have occurred at all

In addition to paying attention to
major irrigation projects, it is also
very necessary that we should
pay sufficient attention to minor and
medium irrigation projects also. The
hon. Food Minister in his statement on
“Methods to combat scarcity condi-
tions” has made out a very pertinent
point, namely, creation of irrigation
facilities by all sources—major, me-
dium and minor—will go a long way
in meeting the challenge of drought
conditions.

Shri Sheo Narain:
quorum in the House.

There is no

Shri Linga Reddy: Thercfore, it is
very necessary that we should pay
special attention to the creation of
minor irrigation potential in the
drought areas.

Shri Sheo Narain: 1 have raised the
point that there is no quorum.

Mr. Chalrman: There is guorum,

Shri Linga Reddy: I am glad the
Food Minister has been pleased to set
up a Desert Development Board., Just
as the Desert Development Board is
being set up with a view to reclaim
the deserts and supply work to the
people and grow more food, it is also
necessary, with g view to combat
famine, to set up a Famine Relief
Board, both at the Central and State
levels. Durs s a predominantly agri-
cultura’ country and we have been
think‘ g of self-sufficiency in food for
the last 15 years and more. But still
1 am afraid we are far from that goal.
Drought conditions of a very serious
magnitude oceur in our country very
frequent]y.

1 am glad the government has been
thinking of a crop insurance scheme.
But that is vet to see the light of the
day. With a view to combat famine
conditions in a season like this, where
there is total failure of rains for such
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a long time in the whole of India, I
wish there was a famine insurance
scheme also. I urge the government
immediately to promulgate an order
on famine and cattle insurance and
also create a famine relief fund. If
there is a Famine Relief Board, at the
Central and State levels, on an occa-
sion like this, when there are cala-
mities of the kind we have—failure
of rains, floods, ete,—it will be very
easy for the ryots to depend upon the
Famine Relief Board and the famine
insurance scheme to have some rellef.

14,15 hre.

[MR. DepuTy-SpEAKER in the Chair]

Just a few days ago, I had occasion
to go to my constituency, Things are
very bad there. There is a total failure
of rain. There is failure of both
south-west and north-east monsoons.
The ryots will not even get a two-
anna crop. People have no work. The
landless people and even the landed
peasantry do not get any foodgrains
at all. I drew the attention of the
government the other day to a letter
sent by the Chief Minister, Shri
Nijalingappa, to this government. [
am glad that the government have
agreed that they would rush foodgrains
and also give Rs. 20 crores to Mysore.
i am afraid they have not yet taken
the decision. It is very necessary they
should take the decision and act in
time. The people have to be saved.
We want them to fight ‘n war against
Pakistan and China and other menaces.
Unless they are stron;, how can they
fight” But they do not have the pur-
chasing power at gll. It i8 nccessary
that we should ;. <o their rescue now
and organise sufficicnt famine relief
works,

1 am glad the Food Minister has been
moving the world organization FAO
with regard to the organisation of the
Inputs Development Bank. 1Tt is neces.
sary that pur ryols should have cheap
credit, good seeds, acricultural im-
plements and o her inputs if they have
to increase their food prod-: tion. At
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difficulties. Unless they pay back,
they will not be given agricultural
credit. To pay back, they do not have
the foodgrains at all. They are not in
a position to raise crops because of
the failure of the rains, so, how can
we expect them to pay back? There-
fore, it is necessary that we should
declare certain chronically famine-
striken areas as famine areas and come
to their rescue.

With these words, I welcome the
food policy of the government and re-
quest the government to rush relief
promptly to the several Arcas, where
there is need to save the people and
also the cattle. What {s worse in this
famine situation is people are selling
away their caltle for a song because
they are not in a position to main-
tain them. There is no fodder. They
are organising four or five fodder
banks at present, but it is necessary
that we should organise as many fod-
der banks as possible in each State.

ot wer & (RTAT)
FYTE WEIET, W 9% W &0« 1AM
9 & "mo ¥ faeg & $7T 991 99
W | & Tt EEET e =i ow
qA T A | gy @ qAT o F fieg
awTT 7 gfv TemEs AT AWET ¥R
fm 917 ©F & weea # ¥+ & faw
agt AT A ST ma Wi fnogw
fmam & g frafa & qer g1 ewa £
qg UF AEAT FEW § | Anad
WETEE, NF ATE T 97 W ATT K1 FAT
gt o ww A%z ko T wman ¢ ged
AE FAIT ATT AW @A qA 71T
aifemE & 7R a1 AW gaT & o
#fq g1 @1 7 ug wwv TAT APAL
fe oT 7% T4 7 qfeeTd &
qifsd ¥ g7 =@ @ =@y A
qfgmagaragd, T B
1 TATET 1, Mg ea:fmm AT @ an
TN FTACTE 77 gWeEw §1, wia A1 dA
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o gET 8, 500 U wATH W
ar 7T § wafw 3a dx # A aft Qe
t 1 maf & w5t ¥ wroor T wdwe
feafar dzr gk & 1 ot v enfranet G
#, egfafatfady ofan & st s00 wr
faxeit A7, soo wrm WM 7§ A qw
fiest araw oy wfty w1 Twa faaw
arar § M A & agr qrerer v
wh 3T W g gt g ?
a1 wraw %1 wifgy f g Sfaai &
g § @ a6 e frawy
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# olT surar wea e, @@ syaeqr
WEAFT | TEASAAETY . . . . oo
wgea, & a1 e  OF e ST §,
wIwww frear g L.

JIETW AR ;T S W
w1 oage S §

ot ot Y @Y K WO ®
gTT 7g Agd i oA W @ e
age & 4 WA ¥ w9 ¥ agw WY
oY IEE WA FY AT THET R A
w1 #gfeama gt | W frat st
ot e faadt o @ @R, oW
12 g3 1 g § I W
wrae favg e 2

o it wraEt oA aarg
amt @, 7O A FAE § A4 " fw
 THAI ¥ 1T 67 IeOEA a3 AT
% &1 & 7 g9d agt el ¥ g9
¥ T w7 Fmn Afr dar Y g
WT FATL AW AT A a7 98
WY AT FIOT IO aF FT A A
guw # T8 W

8Shri J. B. Kripalanl (Amroha):
Mr. Deputy-Speaker, Sir, this food
problem has been with us ever since
we attaineg independence. It was
said that we would solve it at the end
of the First Five Year Plan. The Five
Year Plan accomplished its targets and
vet we were far from being self-suffi-
eient in food. In the Second Five Year
Plan, our late lamented Prime Min-
ister =aid, not only will we be gelf-
sufficient but we will have enough to
export to earn foreign exchange. Then,
there was one Food Minister, Shri
Munshi, T think, who said that he
would have the country self-sufficient
in food during his tenure of office.
‘When he could not make the countsfy-

there was one distinguished Food Min-
ister to whom some seed merchants
went and said, “Sir, we want to impornt
seed for cabbages”; and his reply waa,
“You imported seeds for cabbages last
year; you want geeds for cabbages
even this year!" He very convenlent
ly thought that cabbages grew just like
mangoes from year to year.

Surh has been our misfortune and
every Minister, who promised self-
sufficiency, went his way and we are
where we are. Not only we are where
we are but we are in the worst cond)
tion. This has been stated here by
speaker after speaker.

Last year we had a bumper crop
and yet 6 million tonnes had to be im-
ported from abroad. Ewven this grim
gituation, as the Food Minister calls 11,
has been realised when there is diffi-
culty of getting food from Americs
under PL-480; otherwise, they would
yet have becn sleeping. Also. there
has been a military emergency. They
have come to realise that the soldiers
do not walk on their feet but on their
belly and if they have no food there
can be no fighting.

This criticism has been voiced by
many Members here, but I am imtri-
gued by the flgures that are given by
the authoritics. They say that in
1950-51 our production was 55 million
tonnes and now it is 88 million tonnes,
That means, an Increase of 35 per cent.
T humbly submit that though we have
been producing many, many bables, ¥
do not think we have produced 55 per
cent of babies. The increase in popu-
lation has been only about 30 per cent.

1 take it from another point of view.
We produced, we arc told, 88 million
tonnes. Take away 13 million tonnes
for seeds, bad storage and loss through
other causes. There remain 75 millios
tonnes net and if we divide it with the
population, it comes to at least 18
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ounces per head including children and
old men. [ ask the Food Minister how
there is this difference between the
figures and our requirements. From
these figures it would appear that we
do not require anything from outside;
if at all, there must be a little surplus.

That apart, I have certain sugges-
tions to make to the Food Minister and
to the authorities in general; it is that
they should take stock of what is hap-
pening. They have taken upon them-
selves the construction of big valley
schemes. They are very good, but
heir period of gestation is very long
What we require ig immediate relief,
and Immediate relief, in my humble
opinion, can come only from gmail
irrigation schemes, tanks and ordi-
nary wells. Last year, I hear that
with great advantage the UP Govern-
ment had been able to dig 90,000 wells
and they have done well in this.

Then, the second thing is that there
should be good seeds available to the
peasant at the proper time, and also
fertilisers. I think it would be very
reasonable to suggest that cach State
should have two or three fertiliser
factories, at least one in every State.
‘Then, the peasant must get some credit.
Even today, in spite of our State Bank,
we find that 80 per cent of credit is
supplied io the cullivator locally by
the bania or by the bigger landholders
and they gel their loans at an exorbi-
tant rate of at least 25 per cent. Take
the industrial field. 1 do not see how
any entrepreneur can produce resulis
if he gets money at the rate of 25 per
cent and also with his very meagre
amount which he has saved from his
previous investments. It would ha
impossible for him and what is impos-
sible for the industrialist, we think,
is possible for the agriculturist. This
is gbsurd

We must remember that there are
two crores of holdings in India. In
these two crores of holdings about 50
per cent of the holdings are of twenty
acres or more and it is in these hold-
ings that our production per acre
would compare with the production
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of other countries. Where do we lack
is in the other S0 per cent where the
peasants have not eough land and
where there has been fragmentation.
There our production per acre is the
lowest.

Now, how are these things to be re-
medied? I would advise the Food
Ministers and his companions to cast
off their prejudices and go to TIsrael
This land has converied desert inte
garden. How have they done it? They
have not done it through cooperative
farming. We also cannot do it with
cooperative farming. At the rate at
which we are going, it will take a cen-
tury, If at all, we can be self-suffi-
cient. The only method, where g0
many holdings are concerned, s to
have a cooperative shop In cvery group

of villages. In Israel they have got
such shops, and they have also in
Yugoslavia. What purpose does this
. shop serve? It keeps all the instru-

menis of production, and these imple-
ments are given periodically to peopl.:
on some small rent. It also keeps good
seed: and these are also given to
people. These are called service co-
operatives. They also give loans and
when the crop is ready, they also take
over the excess crop from the peasant
and sell it for him In the market or
kecp it for him. They have the stor-
age facility. Unless these things are
done, I' am alraid our agriculture can-
not advance.

Our Food Minister has very kindiy
devised a plan of food rationing. [ am
very sorry to say that our authorities
never learn by exper‘ence. This thing
was tried after the Second World War
and it wa: Gandhiji who deerird it,
and therc was one Minister who had
the courage to scrap that scheme of
rationing and the heavens did not fall.
Rationing implies that the authorities
take upon themselves that they shall
supply the needs of the population.
Under the conditions in which we are
living, this can only be done when
there are stocks, and now [ am told
there are no stocks. The situation is
grim. 'Why are there no stocks? Last
year, we had a bumper crop. This
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year is a lean year. This is nothing
wnusual. We have always throughout
the centuries some bumper-crop
periods followed by lcan periods.
There is nothing unusual in this. Last
year, even when they had a bumper
erop, they were importing food from
outside in order to build up buffer
mtocks. They said that they were ygo-
ing to build up buffer stocks. But
what do we find this year? There are
mo buffer stocks to be found. As to
where the stocks went is something
which the Food Minister must explain,
a8 he has to explain many other things.
What happened to them? We do not
know what happened to those stocks.

Sir, 1 am in U.P. sometime back and
there were what are called the fair
price shops and there were cards for
thoae fair price shops. The authoritieg
wanted 1o renew those cards and it
was found that in one city of Kanpu.r-—-
you will not believe it—there were
4 lakhs of ghost cards. 1 do not know
where from these ghosts came. This
rationing also iz very unscientific. For
instance, 1 take only one chapati and
will get what my servant will get. 1If
there is to be any scientific rationing,
it must be according to the jncome of
the people. The rich have many other
subsidiary sources by which they can
supplement  their food. The poor
people have no such subsidiary sources
with which they can increase their
food supply. Of course, | remember
ence one great man gaid: Why don't
the people eat bananas if they get mo
food? He did not know that the food
erop matures in about 8 to 4 months
and that the plantain crop matures
once a year. And, moreover, todey
even the middle-class people cannot
afford to have bananas. How can the
poor people have bananas? [t just re-
minds me of what Marie Antoinettee
is supposed to have said—she did not
sy it but some child of her said it
Theres was a great rush of angry people
at the doors of the palace and she
asked, “What s thizx confusion
about?™ And the officers told her,
“They want bread”; And her child
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said, “If they have po bread, why do
they not take cakes?”. This is our
condition. This is the advice we are
given again, like that of Mr. Munshi,
that we must exercise self-control
What is the meaning of self-control?
There are big compounds with the
Ministers and they are to pull out their
flower beds and plant vegetables. I
have a little experience. I have also
a little compound and I put seeds in it
and spent some money on it. 1 did not
get vegetables worth the money that
I spent. Such things are said by those
who have never done any field work
in their lives, who have never seen
what flelds are, who do not know how
peaszants live and who merely are con-
cerned—1 suppose they are paid for
it with delivering long speeches and
long lectures to us and are always
telling us that tomorrow or the day
after the millennium will come.

When we say that our people gre
starving, they tell us that there is no
starvation death. 1 say—I am not a
doctor—but I say that nobody dies of
starvation. Starvation brings about
some disease or the other. The Gov-
ernment can very well say that the
man did not die of starvation but died
of heart-failure or kidney trouble or
something else. People live starving
for years. They do not die of starve-
tion. When they die, they must have
died of some disease or the other. This
is how the Opposition arguments are
met. Fortunately enough, even Com-
gressmen have risen to the dangeroums
situation end they have also begun to
cri*icise the Government ag Members
of .he Opposition

@ fro fae Wwd (mqa)
I waeg, & wmw v iy ol
oft ®1 ¥ T A AT WHEGT F W
W& & firg w7 @ & 9k fa aart
¥ar f, WX R X f 0 & wner
warr § fs 9°% T e www 6
ofe & eww aff 1 ¥ @ www fay
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o frw & fow qv gmm 1 3=ie wfw
gama w1 yer fooeht af ww A
#r fer w7 g afvormy @g gt fw
FMT TATER A ) AfEA TEEA
qifee W & Aff 97 @ R, S99E
AR T 10 §, ST gH W
gom | waw gzt ae A ag &
ok @i W weE feT e g,
TR FEAy Sfew gew fadr o gad
for I T swEeq A1 g9y oY}
gafar & saf qurf &7 g 1 @fw
& gy fades wewT wgaT § fE o
A WTT WHET F) W E TN AR § AT
WY TEH FAE AT AHET g9 A
ax¢ fawiT 741 AAT | W &F §AF
&1 gEet g A4 g &4 A @
FETEA AN AF WHAT | FAT W1 GHEQT
™ DY ¥ gnw-gTe wTw wEET 99X
oW ogw ) ah oo aF g
¥R §7 GUEYT ©7 g9 O & fawme
aft fexr &\ SETEw W ¥ fag
wre qifertz & aae ¥ wwt & Qe
go W & ot 8 feww e
wig 7, a1 gt 1w £ ), v fog
q¢ OF gIRAT 1 ardt § dte I
fay gardt wowr @ v faar o @,
& xRy wwsn g9 g A aEt
foerr g Qa9 N gET &
w ag) g feet frars 1 & e
ot ot # wregan g f Feares ag wfee
sOF ugdl  foan maT g 1 9w
g a1 firsm MET aikg § AT T
IWEA ¥ wF ¥ W @ At &
ad g N 3w e d
w§ @iz & At W oA i W
& a1 Wy wgt aF afegdi w1 garew
§ vz ey e fe) @A S50
fagw w1 W W g ® el #
¥ W § W ot v fewrt 9 R
fear wrd, faerd  oTw G € it §
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A A gAe e wE TA Femea
war wr argwr  fram A B

T F1 W A & oo et
fama st arfe®, s awend §
fammt Ew Foa gt fag awdr g,
&7 97 fawi Adr foman anar & 1 age
T WR AR 9T A v F v AT
famt @1 1 &1 TET F wA AATR W
gl &F waed g, & wweai § fw
THa T 9T UNG "WiT W 51 aw
gure fag gud adY 2t avdt & 1 ww
¥ wgF 1A A Feais & wit ag qaw
varaT WH wEHW fe T § owen
a1 g\ qn ¥ v g v e & .o
I9 gud & AT 9T w7 qwar §
wedl v Lo @ wo qfn e
TN wear ¥ AfT wener ST e,
el ag i afl o wwn
Yo wret Wi & At Tk (wg Wl
Yol aff &

T qET wY g v & fog oy
At feut wt § fe g wer W
o fean oy worg # 1 N ow T
w1 W O oy ¥ oad W § X ow
wireg & ¥ § Wix wwat § Frewn
@ F ) e o ger @, few
¥ gqreer i amTor st § afeat
¥ fedi § o wenor ® T 2 & A
¥ o AT 97 AL TF TF A AT
ot fewr faoit fr @Y 9 aer @7
wrt TR q4dt fomm gwimy 8
frdz o sg § fx gomm wwn
¥ fAq oow1 wE Y awem @ oew
T 97 WY T 0T, I e
€1 g T g 1 o i A7 e
T T AT AW ww W awen off
oI § WY g &7 ATt | arg-amy &
g 7 v W § fe wno awen
o g ! QY o o e e ¥
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#EHT HATAT A% AL HOT | (ER HOA
% gaf 9t ForeT Frard) qeeft §, g7 w1 A
wH ot § IEET W= FOr & fAg
S 99 9 W9 qAET B g w
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w7 Fa0F A1 157 77T § AfHT
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qaq # WA §, F14-917 4 saragiioh
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ar fra faar wnar § 5 oiie A=
At w1y afeq ag §9 @ awar g,
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aTd A a4 N IO I TG FW
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T a1 l39® 9 & 1 9w & fAg
QU GG §IT, A1 W17 AT @y
g 3% g 94 F@r ¥ wTEm,
€F AJE97 ® 99 gq A4 @ §
F19 WA W9 g v W § T wNE
T A

gmO T yagrgaha ag g f=
=rf qF qar srfer aff § Foaad® arad
|AET Al B T@T AT AW, FIE T ACA
¥ sufer aff § faa% @1qq 5 =1l
®1 1@ $T IAFT GATIA F0AT 97 T8
q1U  AAETT FT AATIA AT HE |
Frardi ®1 @gem 1 g7 #G1 & fag,
FAF §IX TY & AT F) T FA
# fag a7 r1 w3 oim foad
Frasmifzaamafr F1 2 @ §
T 379X ag 9f7 ad 9w w4
AT A AT AT 1 FTW@ A B
wrqifea dmrgdid w1 afow w0
& fae feara gt @ w91 &7 ¢ AT
FAR! AE FUT T F4q wis faq
& faq sTra &1 21 & 1 IAF 4% fe7
HraTsEy ¥ AFT AL w1 w13 faw anz
arfew ®T 341 ¢ 1 A F1 A WX
AT § THR] qATAT AT HHAT § WO
#ifa ¥ garga F foar oy 1 fema
*Y ag arg FOr  qar fod §5 @
T AfAGi F7 AAg A IAT qTAT £ o
3 ov oqifmdwa dafan sToted
# A 91 WK UF IET A6
fafrezt ¥ fqem 41 1 SR o@E
feut % g0 §3 7@ ¥ 697 §, ¥
ACHFTT & a1 ATEY | ;g Wi ay
g Fr fx onfam wdnm & o
[T, g9 §F AL T a9a § 1 ag
A A w0 F w9 Al ¥
wed & food §F ¥ 91 w7 aw w0
wgt 1 A FEA Y F Fod @5 5o
gl T 7w § aw aF % a% fe qw
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@ W faa A & a #
EATT ¥QRWMA ATE Wa= W4T, sf
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ufsfor ga 241 qear & ag aff &
qEM |
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f& fearai 3 ara e s7 9fw 795
| FT KA WAF ¥ FF A7 §, swA
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qxg a1 fw faq & aFr #1 g Afy
g & a1 oATa % T & swre
o | Redigw & B 7 @ quriwm
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B¢ o9 9F go &, @ (fom
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¥ Wiz Ay wga E FEogwit oTe
Bt A 1 wifee arer &3 o Td &
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sh AT §, IEEI ATE WY W
1w Fanm & an e § e
£ o W O AW ¥ WIAET IR
§ o1 gy JETEA A T O @
N Fem S gref §, IwH o™ IE@
§ W) Wy g STy W ) g
# O WOy T AT S E A
e ot cafan 331 @ & e A
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i ¥ Wi gufay FEE W oo
§ fe frdeit @ 7 = & fe wgamet
! weh = 9 fem ar a@%, IAw
s g o @, e ¥ gty
Frer it O K | ¥ v e o
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[ fae fre wtad)
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A oaegt aw Wt oaft o
war § | wT oy I 9T Fgw AR
§ oY oft ag IeEw & dAr W & 9w
¥ Wit v ww v wer s
{1 T H G wmA % fau gEw
g ¥ g W § o Fewr ofery
ag frn & e o @A g aft
L o
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FTAT €7 W AN AT FA0T FT wrer
g 8, zasl OFA 7 &5 qeme
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Joum AT o Afga@ TR
LIC R Cogs- o
Shri A. N. Vidyalankar (Hoshiar-
pur): The matter of fvod is & matler
of national policy, and rightly many
Mcmbers have drawn the attention of
the House to the nativnal policy that
we showd adopt. [ am not speaking
only of the period fur which the foud
portfolio has been handled by our pre-
sent. Food Minister, but | feel that
for the last several years this problem
has been confronting us, and
we have not yet been abie to
evolve a firm national policy, short-
range policy as well as  long-range
policy, At present it appears to me
that we are speaking with two voices.
On the one hand, our Prime Minister
in everyone of his speeches just tries
to arouse the people for making effort
to become self-reliant. Self-reliance
s his slogan, in every sphere, and
specially so when we are discussing
food. On the other hand, [ was a
little disappointed at what the hon
Food Minister had stated. I know
that he is entirely for self-reliance,
and he is as anxious as | am or as
anybody else in this House might be,
for pursuing a policy of self-reliance.
But I was disappointed when in his
speech he had spoken with a tone of
despondency. He has said that the
mituation ls such that we have to
depend on foreign imports and we
cannot at present pursue a policy of
self-reliance. I appreciate to what he
has stated. T know that he desires
that we should make efforts. But it
confuses people when we speak with
different voices. Some emphasis was
being laid on the efforts to be made
and there was a passion and a desire
among the public that we should be-
come absolutely free from the foreign
economic bondage. The hon. Minis-
ter has stated in his speech that the
situation has further been made diM-
cult because of the uncertainties of
the import programme. T feel that this
is the impression that has been created
on the public mind, that although we
are trying to become self-sufficient
and self-reliant, yet at present we
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cannot become self-reliant; ut preseat
we canuol do away with foreign um-
ports; al present we cannot do away
with the PL-480 imporis, and al pre-
sent we have Lo surrender and yield
befure the pressure of the forvign aud-
givers. The hon. Minister bas alse
talked about the monsoon failure. We
have been listening to this monsooa
business since the pre-Independence
days. A fumous Finance Member af
that time had said that Indian finance
was a gamble of monsoon and wee-
ther. We are listening to the same
thing today also. I know that ibe
difficulties are there, but during the
last eighteen years we ought to have
been able to do something to overconse
those difficulties. At present, &
appears to me that because the aid-
givers continue to change their mind
and mood, the stoppage of flow wof
foreign assistance or its renewal has
become as fluctuating as our proves-
bial Indian monsoon, and, we are mow
feeling doubtfur whether foreigm med
would come or not.

The hon. Minister has said in e
statement that the aid that we wese
recelving under PL-480 from the USA
during the last four or five years was
of the order of about 3 to & millies
tons a year. Unfortunately that pre-
gramme is still uncertain. These ma-
certainties are facing us today. P
I do not find in the hon. Minister'w
speech anything to indicate what we
are going to do If these uncertainies
continue to persist.

So far as the foreign aid is consers-
ed, and so far as the aid under Ph-
480 is concerned, I would like de
point out one thing. Recently, the
Food Minister had been in Italy mod
he had met Mr. Orville Freeman there.
When the hon. Minister met Mr. Free—
man there and discussed food with
him, T am sure he must have beem
remembering the words that M=x
Freeman had stated in 1961. On 1ord
March, 1961, he was at that time the
Secretary for Agriculture in UBSA,
and at that time he had stated thet
“Food has become a weapon of diple-
macy; food is persuasive and food
power®. So, when we talk of FL-400
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and foreign assistance, we should al-
ways remember that there will be in-
fluences from all sides and we shall
be pressurised, but we have to resist
these pressures. Our political in-
dependence depends on our economic
independence. If we were dependent
on foreign aid even for our food 1
feel that it is not a good thing for us.
"We should fee] s sepse of humiliation
when the American Ambassador goes
about rebuking us and admum!hi.nl
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prehensive about our future and about
safeguarding of our freedom.

I would submit that while we have
become and more and more dependent
on foreign aid and we have been lay-
ing more and more emphasis on im-
porting PL-480 grains and other aids,
we have not laid adequate emphasis
on the importance of the producers.
Our economy has been consumer-ori-
ented, rather than growingly becom-
i.ng producer-oriented. In our country,

us that we had not been prod

enough food. From what is gppearing
in the newspapers about our Prime
Minister's visit to the USA and his
talks at Washington ete, and the spe-
culations that are being attempted in
the newspapers, it appears that the
American oid-givers are trying to get
certain assurances from us, assurances
with regard to our policy in respect
of Pakistan, our policy with regard to
food production, our policy with re-
gard to the Fourth Plan and the way
it would be formulated, whether there
would be emphasis on agriculture or
on industry and so on; they want ihat

t or a labourer has no high
statu.s in the society; he has no promi-
nent position in the society. We have
always been giving greater importance
and & better status to the consumer or
to the trader and financier we had re-
solved that we shall introduce State
trading in  agricultural products
but we have not been able
to introduce it so far. We
wanted to introduce agrarian reforms,
but we have not been able to pursue
that policy consistently. Now we are
thinking of giving more power and
more scope to industrialists to come
into agricultura] field, from joint stock

we should now give more
on agriculture rather than on :ndustrr.
we ourselves feel that we ghould lay
more emphasis on agriculture, but
naturally we feel rather hurt when we
are admonished by foreigners that we
had been neglecting agriculture and
we have been laying stress on indus-
try. After all, it is our business that
we should see that our agriculture and
industry both should prosper.

Recently, there has been the ques-
tion of importing fertilisers which are
wvery necessary.  But with the import
of fertilisers, if pressure iz going to
be put upon us to change our price
policy for the fertilisers, or to see
that we raised the prices of feriilisers
or that we should change the policy
with regard to the production of fer-
tilirers or inviting foreign investments
in regard to cement, {fertilizers and
steel production, or such other matters,
naturally we feel that our policies
should be formulated under such
‘pressures and naturally we feel ap-

panies to in agricultural
production. We are expecting that
they will bring under cultivation more
land and produce more food for us.

In all these matters, I think we
should have a definite national policy
properly linked with our ultimate
aim. What is our ultimate aim?
What kind of social structure do we
want to see established here? What
place do we want to give to the p1a-
ducer and to the peasant anc to
others? I think in the present sat-up
the peasant is neglected. From the
overall point of view, it is time we
formulated a definite national policy
that should fulfil and satisfy our over-
all objective, I am sure the Minister
of Agriculture will agree that such
ap approach is called for to achieve
our objectives as quickly as we can.

Bbri Mohammed Koya (Kozhi-
kode): The hon. Minister of Food
gave us a gloomy picture of the food
gituation in the country. It was really
a very serious situation that he has
pictured before us. I have seen re-
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ports in the Malayalam press about a
still gloomier situation on the food
front in Kerala. Today's newspapers
sy lhat if supplies do not come
either from Madras or Andhra—which
under the present circumstances is
very doubtful—or from foreign coun-
tries, the rice content of the ration
would be reduced to 4 ounces. I
hope when the hon. Minister replies
to the debate, he will allay the fears
of the people of Kerala

As far as increasing production in
Kerala is concerned, the Kerala Gov-
ernment has decided that they will
produce 50,000 tonnes more rice. There
ig an impression that Kerala is a labi-
lity as far as food is concerned. The
fact is that we are producing precious
cash cropeé which earn a lot of foreign
exchange for the country. We must
have an all-India policy under which
erops will be demarcated or cultiva-
tion in certain selected areas most
suitable for their cultivation. There
are certain crops which can be grown
only in Kerala, e.g. coconut, rubber,
cardamom. These commodities are
earning a lot of foreign exchange.
There are many other commodities
grown in Kerala sent ouiside Kerala
—I mean cash crops. So when it is said
that Kerala is deflcit in food and it hae
to be fed from outside, I say it is be-
cause we are producing other crops
which are more suitably raised there
If it is contended that we must some-
how make up the deficiency in food
ourselves even by giving up the pro-
duction of other precious cash crops,
then that must be made clear.

There is no all-India policy in this
regard. Even in Kerala, we have no
policy about what kind of crop should
be grown where. I have seen rubber
being cultivuted in the coastal areas
of Kerala In some places where
rubber can be cultivated profitably,
tapioca is raised

So there must be an all-India sur-
vey. We must decide which area is
most suitable from the point of view
of incressed production of which erop.
The peasant must be told about this.
M you go to UP, you see large areas
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. in Western UP under sugarcane. Gov-

ernment must have an idea as to
which place is best suited for which
crop. This must be part of an all-
India policy. The peasants must be
told where a particular crop is to be
cultivated. But at present we see
that sometimes some States behave ma
if they are independent States follow-
ing independent policies. In Kerala,
we always depend upon Andhra Pra-
desh and Madras for food. The posi-
tion in those States nmow is not very
salisfactory. Madras suffered from
a severe drought; they were praying
for rains; now the prayer is that the
rains may stop because due to conti-
nuous rain recently, the State is
threatened with floods. Even now we
are at the mercy of the vagaries of the
monsoon. As Shri Vidyalankar said,
our cultivation has become a gamble
in rain. The formulators of the Plam
should have forcseen all these things.
It was said that everything was seen
and everything would be all right.
But these things were not foreseen.

We are now passing through =
serious crisis, but we are going about
as if we are in normal times. Nothing
serious has been done to size up the
crisis and concert measures io over-
come it. All these efforts must be put
through on a war footing because the
crisis is so serious and demands
nothing less. Allotments for minor
irrigation and medium irrigation
schemes should be made expeditiously.
But there is red-tapism as usual
‘There must be some emergency plans
in regard to these irrigation schemes
whirh will yield results in two or
three years. Redtapism must be com-
pletely got rid of. An emergenry con=
ference must be held to chalk out
courses of action and all efforts should
be made to get over the crisis. Btate
Governments must be told to go on
with minor and medium {rrigation
schemes. New schemes of this cate-
gory should also be taken up. Addi-
tiona! money needed should be found
for the same.

As far as Kerala is concerned, we
cannot bring more land under cultiva-
tion. The saturstion point has beem
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reached. As regards the yield also,
we have reached the maximum possi-
ble. The only thing we can do now
by way of additional effort is to tap
the 3ca. The Arbian sea has been
kind to us. An cconomic survey un-
dertaken by Dr. Lokanathan has re-
vealed how wilth so much of invest-
ment we could get so much of food.
'l'hcy have formulated a plan also.
That was in normal times. Now that
we ure passing through an abnormal
situation, Government must formulate
a scheme for mechanising fisheries.
More trawlers should be obtained
from Japan, Norway, Sweden and
other advanced countries which have
experience in this fleld. More equip-
ment shou'd be obtained and larger
and more advanced craft should be
put to the sea so that fishing opera-
tions could be undertaken over ex-
tended areas farther into the sea.

While more food from the sea should
we obtained by way of flah, there is
another aspect to this. I think Gow-
ernmend has not tackled that with
seriousness. Varlious Ministries are
involved here. As regards the trans-
port of flsh, if you ask the Railway
Ministry to stop a train for five, ten
minutes at a fishing centre, thay say
they cannot do it, the passengers
cannot wait. There are fishing areas
in Malabar where we find it vwery
difficult to transport the flsh to other
places where it is needed, with the
result that fish caught is casted. Shri
Subramaniam will be surprised to
know that in our area, for want of
transport to take the fish to  other
places, fish caught are used as manure
for coconut trees. There is no co-
ordination between the departments
concerned. What is the use of saying
that a train connot stop at a fishing
centre for a few minutes to load ur-
gently needed flah to other centres?
And this in an emergency when peo-
ple are dying of starvation. As I said,
there is absolutely no co-ordination
and awareness of the seriousness of
the situation facing the country. There
mwsdl bs co-ordination betwesn the
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Railway and Food Ministers and be#-
ween them and our State Governmest.
But as a matter of fact, the various
Ministries at the Centre function im
water-tight sompartments with no eo-
ordination. T would request the Food
Minister to se: ‘" it least some co-
ordination is effe. ted with the Railway
Ministry =0 tha! some arrangemenws
may be made for transporting flak
from fishing centres in Malabar v
places where they are urgently mwees-
ed.

Shri Rajeshwar Patel (Hajipur): 1
take this opportunity to eongratulaie
the Food Minister who took the House
into confidence and told us im wary
plaim words that the country is fas—
ing a very grim food situation. The
Prime Minister also, in some of him
statements made during the last few
days, has reiterated the same fachs.
Not only is the situation bad todey.
Very rightly be is apprehensive of
still worse days ahead,

In fact, just as the Food Minisber
said, conditiong are verging e
famine in a large part of our coumntry.
Yes, it is true. I wonder if the Foesd
Minister has taken care to informm
himself that independent India, for
the last 18 years, has been importing
foodgrains at the rate of 3 milliom
tons every year, At the rate of sim
men for one ton of foodgrains, M
means food for 20 million people for
the whole year. If this country eould
not have food for 20 million persoms
every year during the last 10 years,
1 do not wunderstand calling this
particular year as scarcity year or &
year where famine is threatened

As we know, and as Shri Vidyalas-
kar said, in India agriculture has
always been a gamble on the mom-
soon. It has not been so only during
the last 20 or 30 yearn [f Wwe
look at the history of thiy ecmniry
for the last 200 or 300 years,
find that famine has been a very
eurring featurs of our seonOIY.

¥t
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mely, when there was no transport
system, scarcity conditions used to
result in famine and the entire area
used to be affected. High and low
were victims alike. But today famine
condition does not mean absolute
scarcity or absence of foodgrains.
Evea during the Bengal famine
im 1043, gn the gne hand
people were languishing for want
of food and yet food was there
80, the mere fact that food is avail-
able does not go to prove that famine
conditions do not exist. My conten-
tion is that India has been facing
famine conditions all these years.

Perhaps as the Food Minister has
hinted, and hinted in almost wvery
clecar tcrms, the attention of the Gov-
ernment and the Food Ministry parti-
cularly has been drawn to this aspect
of the question this vear because of
the uncertainty of the supplies
from America. The only difference

that is there in regard to our food
eituation is the uncertainty of the
supplies under PL-480. 1t merhaps

PL-480 gupplies were assured jn ad-
vance, even our present Fond Minis-
ter perhaps may not have given much
thought to these scarcity conditions in
certain parts of the country,

Hon Members have been trring to
tefl us in she debate during the last
tre¢ days that unfortunately during

thewe 18 years we have not pul agri-
caftore on g proper basis. In fact, 1
do not disagree with them. 1 go a

#ep further and say that the Govern-
ment of India never had a food policy,
mever had an all-India food policy,
they never understood the agricultu-
tral problem, nor are they understand.
img i today,

This morning's newspaper says that
the Food Minister is fighting a  big
battle to win Rs. 700 crores of forelgn
emrhange to buy fertilisers rom
sbroed and Rs. 70 crores for pestici-
dea T wonder jf the Food Minister
reakises that fertilisers without irriga-
ton mean only burning of the seeds
=ad 20 mere. He has to realise that
thy fumine eonditions that face this
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country taday arc not due to lack of
fertilisers, but due to lack of irriga-
tional facilities. I will leave it
there for him to follow my poirt, be
cause there ig very little time.

Shrimati Lakshmikanthamme
{(Khammam): Also fertilisers

Shri Rajeshwar Patel: If you only
carc to examine the resourcey of
fertilisers in this country, notv only
140 crores but 340 crores tons of fer-
tilisers can be produced In this coun-
try it only the Government or  the
country had a plan for producing fer-
tilisers in this country, World's 25
per cent of cattle population is here,
angj instead of giving the farmers
gobar gas plants, we are thinking in
terms of having chemical fertilisers.
I wonder if you have studied what
the Americans and others who have
bzen using fertilisers for 50 years
have to say about chemical fertilisers.
They are not very happy with it,
but because they do not have any
other fertiliser resources, they are
forced to look tp chemical fertiliser.
Chemical fertiliser is no boon

Unfortunatcly, the whole trouble
in this country is, and again j{ is to
the credit of the present Food Minis-
ter that he made certain observations
yvesterday In Chandigarh to the effect
that the Agriculture Ministry is rom-
posed of 75 per cent of ignoramuses
who have nothing to do with agricul-
ture or who do not have the rural
mind, The pity is that hardly many
people realise that the Indian farmer
is the best farmer in the world. T have
had occasion to meet many a farmer
In different parts of the world, and
1 have not the slightest hesitation im
saying that the Indian farmer knows
all about farming, and he certainly
knows much more and many thmes
more than what sny Indian sgr’ %
ture graduate does. Instead of trus-
ing him to deliver the goods, we are
tryng to have all  kinds of fancy
schemes. These fancy schemes can-
not produce food, We have to tale
these people on trust who have cems-
ed to trust ne because we are ool
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worthy of their trust. We have been
trying to help ourselves in many
ways, not the farmer, We have been
demanding for nearly 18 years, or 14
to 15 years since Parliament came into
being, that there should be a ™m
policy with regard to prices, The
Government, for gome Treason oOr
other, has never been able to gee the
logic of it, and now if the country is
faced with such a  situation, what
wonder? The country, according
time, hag come to only the logical
conclusion of the policies that we have
been pursuing so long.

It we want that the agriculture of
this country should look up, then we
have to decide boldly. It is not the
question of Central responsibility
ar State responsibility I wonder if it
is realised that the 4 crores holdings
that arc in this country could possi-

bly be the concern of either
the Centre or the States. It has
to be the concern of the individual

owner, and the only thing that the
Government here or in the Statc can
do is to organise the resnurces in @ a
manner that they can easily take ad-
wvantage of them, to organise credit for
them, to organise and create a situa-
tion where they can easily get taccavi
loans not through the medium or
agency of brokers or the so-called co-
operatives, The co-operatives hardly
serve one per cont of the farmers, and
that {oo the top ones, and [ am afraid
that the sum of Rs, 250 crores that has
been made available by the Reserve
Bank for the co-oneratives is largely
utilised to finanee the purchase of
fooiprains by the bigrer and more
prosperous farmers. They are the
persons who have advanced money to
the smal'er ones and they are hoard-
ing stocks in their homes That is
how the money is being utilised.

So, if we really mean business, and
unless we mean business, the results
as not only in the past 18 years but
even in coming 1800 years may not
be satisfving because there ls already
a recorded history of 200 or 300 years
where we can find that the country
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has never been self-sufficlent in food.
If we now want the country to be
self-sufficient, thepn we have to face
facts,

1529 hrs.
[Sart SoNAvANE in the Chair]

Take for instance a gmall unmn
called the block. In a block, there
are about 60 to 70 thousand persons,
there will be about 40 to 50 thousand
Kripalani
rightly emphasized that while we
may not have any objection to the
grandiose schemes of the river valley
projects whose gestation period Is
long, we must not and shouli mno%
have npeglected the small gcale
irrigation programmes. Right here,
in Delhj itself some  enthusiastie
men like M- L. K. Jain
and others sunk a deep tube-well
at a cost of Rs. 60,000 out of which
Rs. 40,000 was paid to men who
were unskilled workers and
Rs, 5000 was spent on the machine.
2000 acres are heing irrigated every
year for the last four years adding
nearly Rs. 800 per acre income to the
farmers. There also thqy have very
clearly demonstrated that the input
ot the so-called fertilisers adds only
Rs. 100 while the Input of water adds
Rs. 800 per acre. Therefore, there
should be greater importance on lrrk
gational facilitics which could be
built up with any foreign aid. With
Rs. 700 erores which the Minlster is
seeking to spend over the purchase of
fertilisers. if he could snend this
Rs, 700 crores at the rate of Rs. 50,000
per tube well for which he does not
have to spond a single paisa by way
of foreirn exchange, he will have put
up nearly 140000 tube wells in this
country which eould be done within
five years. 1.40.000 tube-wells will
take care of 148 crores acres of land. |

Mr. Chalrman: The hon. Member
should conrlude now.

8hri Rajeshwar Patel: | am com-
cluding, Sir. The benefit would go e
about 2.80 crores acres of land. There
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is no dearth of areas where the sub- ¥ aga fafierr & fis wa w1 &3 g far
5l Witer faily ls Righ. a1 | A & frrier s g § fe

When we were passing the law re- g0 oy ¥ ar st ¥ cwthiT A
the takin r of the Im- :

:e“ﬁ;ﬁm, Gove:m:::ll promised in ¥ 77 wwEAT £ AEY €Y At &1 afew

this House that when it is changed Himmmﬁ&ﬂqm

into the State Bank there would be
400 rural units. To this day it had % ¥ T Ew &1 @

not been done. We took over zamin-  HTHTT AW BILAT TC & WIA AT
dary and we mbolished unsurious AT 8, AfeT I W gyfom ww ¥

institution of the village money len- )
ders, I could understand those steps. srffaer aft wx areft & 3w A

We wanted the co-operatives to take  fagrai %t gfiard 3 & fog wger &

the place of the money lenders; we o AT L1
had not succeeded in doing it. If at AT w §, wiew ¥ R -
all we have partially succeeded, ¥1 1% gfaur af e arfr §, o & &
there the benefit went really to the o HA & W aR A AR
hig farmers and the small farmers

who are more than half of the total i -
were left high and dry for their g wd A\ @ fe @

requirements of capital. The food Min  wrmr & firwr €. %7 &% ¥ 9g@ ¥&<

ister must have known even during - m
these eighteen months of his office Emt ! I'[ﬂ'l."l:ﬁ b ﬂ queTT
that agricultural operations not con- Q% W8I §¥ et aar ¥4t & wi*

ductey in time do not yield the oy ot mweqt W) @ A & &HT B)
same result as those conducted in » it & 1w ¥ e et € s

time. Time is the essance of the
whole thing.  Therefore, the small %At Z1il, a6 ZATL W &1 % OF

farmers must get irrigational facility wfq %1 qrdr fum a% | T a9 &

and fertilisers in time, All these can . . "
not be in the nature of things the  HIT A &1 ITAM FT & wwedfr Iga

concern cither of the Centre or to the gy & ®wa €1 ART | 79 A48 8

States, Therefore, the suppestion Is . ;
that a commercial organisation ecould fs et w1 qFT |/ TATET QAT t' agr

be set up in each block with one bank T §¥ ‘11-“' & fau ot fiuama w1 wit
which could have direct dealings  cagm aft §, afew gw @i o7 ww

with the penple and not through i qs
agents who are always there available HTAHA 9 &I 1997 §7 |

to the poor farmers. Of the taccavi
loans that are given today ultimately gart faz7 & wrnw A o
what reaches the hand of the farmer 77 ? fr ©7 AT ATAT g TT *
is not more than thirty per cent.

fgars & {431 ar « oft o @ g av

M. Chairman: Shrimati Shakun. et P - ;
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who want to speak will have to catch  F 1707 ¥ 7% 79 137 g1 "A&Zq0

my eye. Only one lady stood up and @t faewt qr o
she was called, =

Wt wewra W (d67) T ¥ /T A TR ¥ wwew
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W gAY AW § gw w1 Awent agy afew o) ®OOTO wwAT faw, T aie
e ) AT s & § IF WO agt o7 wm
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9T 3 O gA d® § e g9 2fq
OFE R ITA F1 TFAT & | AF FATW
IR T e Af ¥ w1 A gafay
% zrgw 9T I/ K1 A7 7 &R |

5 feafy & oot sow @@y &
faq 7 &g awdr ¢ ? 3 wwIC §W
FEATNFTATAE 7 TE AT FA Y
fo faedt & Twmg 9= W=T 3, gETG
B F oW g AL g awd g
B FI GEAEAT AT FE T FTqHAT
 at fFam &1 5 a9t §, g0 ant
g, T 3@ agfa gia fo ok

FgT a6 T FT Y w0 g
o fagre ¥ wi W @ AW =
IR W ¥1 II § e g e
Lo SRR iR Lig b
e w7 § fie ez Y free § 4
Wy % ¥ fag i Amr 7w
faeet wTaE g 1 OF waeqm ®
@ @ I e waw A dEr K an
i @I g agaaed § fa
wTE %1 §aary fet oy o ot fegmy
o a i TN W O W
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8 ¥ a9 ® § 9fF 3% ow ¥
e A A awa &
fomdr 38 wrdl TR wgA wTA AT
wr ¥ & T g 5 o A ot e
A

gt aw Wl w3 F & fAag
avwg ¢, & fadaw son A g fE
fomg a g ol & dam § W F
g st AT T A1 ww g g
AT aTg & & & dra ¥ A & vl
¥ ey @ 8 1 TfaeA fwed aw ¥
Fw oo § fam awd 4 gg Ww A
FAAY A A AY T\ gAT W T
& awg ov fomd ot 0 E
my FEEE 9T I TR @i ®
faw &1 a8 gaT wog # ot T Aedi 4w
foe & | e wror w1 @7 oy A
a1 wgr T & fw o g R
Iz fasdi | ww d9zd # = fazwi
@ AW AT aw # Y gAe qare W%,
#fem ag w=lt & fr faml #7 @2
el # gant gaw femr o o qw
# wra ¥ g« wgm wEd §fE
femmi #t 7 wmam fewi o gaw
giF wrfgd | Gar wig & o A =
é & fr ¢ %1 fwat g famr o 7%
w19 nF Gat faaw = formdr 79 anw
#t feat & fear 31§47 faa 7%
R 7 § AT 9% WY 3TW w2 Ag
SR q@ A% =Wy ¥ A Afaar §
¥ q%T T8 & wwdt &

fagit & anizrd w1 91 WA R
ag #1999 & 7%y amow § 1 77 feara
fom¥ a7 20 oy & #1 A gt
g ot IEE dqw wufa §, a® wAY
wF & AT 9T FTF g7 §@ 9 W
W ¥ W AARd ST § O R
form &7 & ot ault wfa w1
Tt 97 T FT 4% qGA WW AT 6T
2108 (Ai) LS—8.
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Far ¢ war wha kI A oFEE)
# a1 3EET Y §@ 91T agE HEE
g FAT 4T | W TITEIIT E T
it 7 ardy I I § R A O
B & a7 3g T Tl ot § o %
ot o¥t § Fewr v weeT IIET A
M@ TEG T N FT X AN
a& &1 o 3 § o7 Fomd =i aw
IO AEY AT & 1 T A F of Wy
£ @ W 3o a3 &% e fag o
aelt § i oz 9t srind weA R
e o AT e fem o @ ogw A
somA &7 sd | sgEw & fedr
OF HTEHY W7 924 # 4 § A Wi
st dt & 5 gawr felt wAT
Frft & 1 3w aY 9 #) voy wTET
wiaeAT FET & 1 T4 TSET w7 qF,
aafwal #t mdt s, 57 9T A
¥ IEET qEA AE TAT & | W
wftr w1 werdel 97 2 o wma o
IEET TE G e g1 oAwr g
o< FET ¥ wraer & awen & | &few
o TH A & AE A § ok i
w7 &1 %7 9% fear amen § A1 wAw
st o g @ fe ar at g o gt
A g A g dm g
€AY T T F wgraar 6 e g
£ ATEN T T H A7 H oI w1 )

wgt aw WA faeza 47 awE
v & faweor ¥ ogAy aga wEAdr
duzt #rft & 1 wy o fe g B oY
o v v & wra & foeer @ afew
Fmt ot g # ag A g &
wra 97 faman & 1 fagre & &m wfas
oo aa # 1 Al 33w o fawer At
¢ 1t aftwre o7 £rm d fE @
=g #F o7 M AT suEr Ak
farmrsr 7 wrAw #Y wd g A F
A% mad W w8 Wra # @
foars =% & 1 & srdm vt § fe
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[ wrgre 3)
RN oug I fgeen AT AfA R W &
oI HANA FL 91T 99 T swEeqr
F1 ek mt firgea @ v & 2w
uE g | G AIEATEl wgF 8§ )
Iu guA wfewre o

w7 § & ga & s aed 1 g e
o gl Aifa # S w9 A ot
sfrew g1 a8 ¥ 917 SO BrEew
# W Wy T AT )

st fadten (oaa a@w) ¢
Frafy FFRY, gATL AW F oA g
oA WEE qIW {1 T4 § 1 9ger
duadfay TIF § gw 7w & o
fis gw W9 TWEQ FI FA ®T AT |
wfT g9 SEF! g9 TE ¥ 99
faefrr grtar & foe gw 3 mrem smé
<! f gw gl sfawna feas 1 Jifw
WEFT FCd §, ITE TearEA &
YA T IHT AT ST qF GHET F
g wT F0 | dlww Iq gAw W W
o1 ¥ T a1 gW &1 wre ¥ Tar mr o
et gREdiy g W gATe g
wr @ wmAlm mEr wEmm X
e amA fo tw s g W sm &
wiet fawg fair wy &, &lwsr g7 fawgt
# & W baw Q) faag Sfag o §
o faag ot sTeraTt & feng hereie
o %7 ¢ W A e frand g
4 glad g | EATC FTWETC W)
e g [fzd 1 faar o & -
ot aff & awar § 1 o ¥ @
TAET KAW GE A@T § | W ATAGA
T T W wlET T g AT gy el R e
EOIE W ST GRE W & A 9
WY WY gW G ) Twr § 1 wa agew
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& T WO & i g faarf ot
#t ag qrqfear §, g9 g T
T | T FT AWET A GOATCT F
FEENT & | W F AT $7F #1 aHET
AgT € 1 g WEEAr A1 AT FAAT
F1 2, ©AFI 541 78 A WEEW T
% &% & o FTRE £ Iy A &
fag, a7 & famg %1, g7 gfamr 1
ST 1 AL 9gAF § 7 & A
arget g f o o g 19 3w F awifont
Ftoqard & @ 7w gw w R
THET F1 FA A F gnar o7 famr
TR E T AT AR R AR
Rt TR Es T
§9 g faea | & ST ARt g
fie g g & w9 § T T W A
FRTL F gAET FL qEA, WY
T T /A A 79 % & foad @)
gvar ¢ & ox fow Gar o1 a1y srafw
S & N7 FT g ATHAT FTAT O |
WL AT § U9 957 F1 T a1 T
wr gearaAr qewe & fag sl @)
FTE |

agt % EETE T T ava
& % wgm arget £ fie ag aga & weer
frarc & | w% 4% WY FRAFT ®
ATt T g A A T F -
T ®1 Trd Af & g | FX o
@ §EA ¥ U qEET 97 T8 A
g4 % FATQ HORT WYAT HORIN
FTEST & qOO CF GraA a4 @
forer®r & @1 wTRrEIC w1 /T A §1
w1 wri giear gt & afew whzart @
gt & 1 fres dwm & w7 g g 9T
swf 9 & a7 ow §F wERET
W EWT AT | Oq A AT A9 W
& wiaz o qfeeEaTE ST
T W AT | T ATy W I A §
arer £ gwewr # ¥ Wl wdqr Tt
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¥ ot WV qAET § T s
¢t gt & afew gooww g & 0 wwd
aFt T F & 1 aF FTEET &
dqr AT g Y a7 faw omar @ 1 B
BT WIRE %1 W@l a% T ¢
AT G F Fr§ FET A AR
a4 A% WY BIZ FTRETL ®I TIEEHET
T & gt gfoumt &1 = A
@, ITH wrrwvardt 1 qfa a@
WG aq AF FIER H AT qHETA
§ % 7w 7 @ wwdt &, a7 ow g
INTEA A TF FHAT &

FATE v fwdt ara & fwdt &
e 7 & w7 Awr oy ¥ Afar
for ey & =1 #1 w73 W7 F1
femy & 1 forr g & gt W
srar i o7 gyl & AT gz R
T AE ¥ EWT FEAET FAR A
UF UF §A AHA T H1Y AT 7 IAR!
IIATH TAT FT WY KT X AFT £ 1

gaTd &t Afard e 0% T
w1 H gEe O A1 1 7 AT & Ffrardy
v § ¥ gt @ arfed | 8R
T dwT ¥ W gl wEwm § i
1 o7 9 wa o @t g v g
g ue 99w g gEr arfed
T @ wfreer & at ¥ W gEa
W % A ¥ | ¥ a¥ gw ¥ el
TATHT §) GHT AT TAGT AT qF
§F W IW T FEAATEAT wn At
A AFX | qW qT AR A oW
HmE &, Fadwi 9 wo g FY Awi
% fag fnix i & A1 wd gl
wEA g arfer A @ 0 ¥ arfe
fi g% WA 43 a7 & g Wit gad O
friT 7 wF

W awET §Y g9 w7 F grEry
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woel H AEA Af gy wey § o K
weg v ¥ ff frerer e WY a6 g
HET WAV $ HTHTT A OF QOTARTHT
TIAAT AT §T &0 & qrw Wt ¢
W g # fir ger & ) ow A
g™ % at ¥ gaa W fawrk
gl & ¥ o do fom W
en e wga E, fave ot e g,
Tk At ¥ § | T AT Ty W
o g wwi o w=T W § 4y 2078
=T wqar & | ag oF fasga oo
e wrr & qre YR mi 1 Ter wAw
¥ dwy owew arw Aot ¥ o ofr 7y
TR §5 gurr o frd ¥ | Afer
ot 7% ¥8 A gur ¥ | w® T
wTw 1 7Y wErEW A wriEw 7 woemi
¥ guT § 3uT w7 w1 G § Wk
Torlt g wy owrd gaw ary ¥
Herawaw st Ad G & 1 91 fam
qEH WEq WAV ¥ @ ST A ey wqw
& dug aedl ¥ fadxr & g% wo-
ARTT ¥ oY agrwan & famn wey AW
¥ FTH A WA THAT | I A A7
f Wt =T wo Tt wgey A
ot ghfr | I FraTan fe meg wiw
w1 g IeTeEA foeq av & 35 ATAwEA
¥ ot w% gur & 1 gATT srﬂwrrc
ﬁmtaa,aﬂfmimm g 8,

g & wgroe o EOE ) oew
o & v & W w oy,
LA S SRR TR

mﬁwtﬁ'mmwﬂ
st w1 A forw @0 forw e &
ur o, ¥ ot & a1 on e
wrar o7 g W fr qw & Wz Ay
& 3 forar it e o Y & o wEE
e femT foar a1 W@ @y g
Fq weitemr *t § M ary e ar
wet ¢ fe gm0 It @ W ogrew
gy 1 gw A el wptem w foar o
fie sefmmy & oifor A 13 #Y g &
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TG WH AT GHEAT WAH G AT ¢ |
ot wgrEg A foem 1 aww ofy foar
o1 | AEX WAV ¥ W FS GTW IA ¥
fogr my ) st T AT e aa e
o et ofar §, wTe &) gt famr
£ F A€W A § | WA G T
TR gt eeftem o= wgEw aw
ot € | uw areed o fres gu o F
TA TET AT | I FI W FTOF e
¥ 7y fw ¥y, ag wrlt €7 w2,
T8 wg g @ g wd g e
weg WM FT § 1 qgl 1 ow ) feafir
a%e ¥ § afea vt Agiey w1 ag fawre
b we wiw & fab e oy oF a<iw
afmr 3

% wg Wt § fe s ¥l
ORI #T F450 ¥ WW 9T FET
T & &, I w1 we fel w1t
wEr & W S faard grsanat
wt &% a0 § e Ad & ) g
qf fifedi & g gex W) e a7 Fe
*Y TAET T A7 1942 ¥ wHA 91
a1 I a1 ¥ oeftwg F A 1902 H
%t o¥ a1 97 feafa ag wr wf €Y
f& wmfrai & 9% & ww & fod oo
T Y FAT 97 | oY FET 9 A
o wieHr & forw 3 0w fee amaw &
oy o T=4 %) 997 97 | 7 WA
o ff foeT & 1 &9 1902 F vy &
fir eeftam i adt feafa o1 of i fs
wrefrat F1 g a9 ot g7 T aE
W AT g1 | 5 AT Y E wwa fE
aramy & g feafer v omd

9 FETEA 7 g oy fred ad
e AW A qorm, weroeg, faedt,
YT T4 W T Y 50 FAC A
FT I 13 gATT ZH WAT a9 W
aw fedr & o Wy wdw o Aife
ot FETT & AY ¥ o Hifs wer w2w
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P e i g e &
T @ f v 2w i ) waw
el 7 W | W e ¥ e
®T W F ggwar s wfgy o,
affa oft a% g7 1 a=weEw o
¥ Y o Al e g o Ew
OF §%T & AT @7 ¢, fadeflr s
¥ gl wid @ & § ) ogw WY g
frre #x &1 wifg® o= Y owh
ety & fab eraest a7 o
T 5 W & wre ¥ fadwy a¢ fnd
TR &, A & T g &, e ot awm
U AR F AL H ar wwa ¥

st frafa el (wiomw)
awrafa #ERm, v Wt o
BT ¥ OIS FT @I E | AT A% gH
W dwuTdr H OO mwear w7 o9
W 3t gfie & aor @ A g
w1 INT A T, I T TF gW T
ot gRg ¥ FTAATT A€ B qNA | 6
wer & 200 Frat aw 7 fafewr guma
oft § 39 ¥ N afedr g 9 @
it ot 7€y aifedt e WY Tw gwaw
Mo womr A gw
o T 7 agfa o wm g
Mr. Chalrman: I will request hon.
members not to approach the Chair,
It they want to communicate any-
thing to the Chair, they may send
slips.

it feremfer Pt Wi & R
& o & gw fagwii & e av W gl
H1F wmarr @, 3w w1 W fdm fem
T ar ) gt A% fE oand o A oA,
A1 w957 T faeyy oA @, WO
werarar ot | o faw aw ew wiTTd
¥ argT § WW ST aE AR ® 40,
I THT AF, TE AT WrOdy T AT
FY ag v 3 | fegrn g A
o1 oW HE1 F1 gy Sew s Iifgh
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fe gn @ I Iy & w9 Fwan
T |

& ama weft # qerf v T g

t ) 5w oA & Wiy A9d I@mTE
s w7 & fag 59 T awn
TH 1 gL A § @ § e @ e
w1 a9z ofuweat 1 agram 3 aren
g1 1 w19 wg awd § i wroes gl
| afew W gaa & oo K
axEt w1 T@T oAy A qr fe oqw
£z ®) dT%UT ®F w1 AT 97,
qfirreat 27wt amar qr, dfew
FwowT W & fad ow aw a fwar

2 1 AT T ¥ AT AT W

-
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Afr st Ta wx @ § W H A,
dvhae W gfiweax @9 o
w2, 1@ feorddz s @d 10 W @t
T T g W Y i & T aftesee
& Ao TR AT wvar fgd 24 3
o wt &, w8 & suran gy fow qew
¥ g0 oY &t Ay & & aew T
e Y gl 39 K 3 6 adY awe W
et ¥ fad w w, W gy /0 W
fF g8 & & gwer gw g 9w,
TE WA FI o7 T, S F1 6w
1 & WY Wt wreny w1 o A g
wafaa & wfl o [rgan § o gqraw
& geel & fp § oex ¥ oeg wH A U
faarz % o' w7 & w7 Tz W S50
ot &t ofrweae & fad qgar w1

orT eI & Wi aw g & e
fads =@ ot § weifae oot &
FIC AT WY 20 4T 25 FO¥ Fo AT
w7 §, Afea qot qew & were afay
w1 §FT T @ wT w9z F = A
&, w1 AT IW W 9T T K, AT AW
Y g ', W ogwogw Al &
ardt %1 fave gt & ofd & =Y
¥ AgY ogr mwa £ 7 wgw ¥ ww
faoardt a=x grft & @Y == g1 Sifrg,
i’ Flm ¢ @ g dHfaw, dfer
qgd faordt &t aver & ol fage wTi
et #Y faqr a3 | WY B qg FIRC
aeqE g e qg o7 v o
#ifs mfweat Y o1 & aw=T
9 ¥ T b W e Aefa
ot ot §3F ERH @ § s, I A
g g9 4T 7Y wwn wwr | qwi e
fifrr & mdwd u @ oft-
ST AT 4% AHET 91 qEd 5 g9
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[+ frespfa eamsit]
Cwifdzmr g ofge; @' g
famgw agemn wfigm
16 hrs,

age A wd wrt & B wieemga
wears fem @ R ¥ 1 dfew @
fwen @ oy w1 SfewgwT aund w
w1 ? w2z w1 s afw g,
s gra s fefma smmife
afeesr w1 8% & 1 fefegae o agfia
Y 3 ¥ oW At & fawa F wmr
¥ g 0 o g ¥ AreT G ¥
18-20 ®T4 IHIT qF% A ST §
ot T ;e A Ay afos w oA
TS 4T, I5F Ty § g 4
forwrae wv &1 A |1 gF F oG
fo el divan &, =t o goard g
7319 7z ¥ +alf gt 1w & o
70 WY 65 ™ §F 06 4o fras
BT §, @1 =gt ¥ srAmifad AR
wt afry firr o agifc =gt #t
gfima § 1 e wilar 1 frer
oy, e § fraft ) Argv G ¥
@ Tafafmgm ww oz g, A A ar
arg 7 fwed Y Tug ¥, 9 o faax
WY Bag W OAgE TES AL ST
T & a1t & Ay G T TEA
w1 & fr 37 ¥ wime a1 i sy
¥ welt e qur Fer owar i,
& FEET QT 957 ST 4l g |
wEd § oEd) T AaE 0% W 6 |
afea s e g e fmaz wa @
Pt & audY ol oI W I R, uW
L UEE R B x e R A T
el | 80 " fres; giowm
fafavey ot Fo THe MU K § 1| TF
W TA F 0T 1 A AE &6 ¥
@& u famw g Iy oww o g
€W 9% 9§, W I &1 @y anw
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& #rm A qug & B oim w1
1 g frgar 7% g e A
Tt A wA WY TaF A B x4
SISFE F1 A0 g9 F AFC QA HT
wwa &, Al oy wd A w0 ?

wradmt w1 W wf fed
gfirat &, ag Fafes F § 1w gavar
ST 4 3aft givitms frer aear 30
AT qa QTAET TidTE w1 aF 1890
H goT 91 W1 39 a9 H 12 §0F
WY T weErar IAe faw gur 1 e
60—70 ITF W F I WY, T TF T
IR qwET Staae w1 A4 fawr mar ?
A FEAT G4 AL FAT | T
Ft st ¥ oedt ferar s sifga )

dfirr Ffr AT frw g &
&, TN I &yl O AT AT ag wEd
fig & fardeft Y 5 wreor ferndy gfezaor
70 7g g § o Aafer qg 9w
fafiee wr qa & am 2 qga g
STl §, S TH &1 HEH FAT ATRAT
g wi st g7 fafweo @ o
EEUE U Gl

“The condition in the rural
areas is indescribably bad and
every day it is deteriorating, Will
you kindly help me. As you
know, 1 said in the Working
Committee of the AICC that an
extremely precarious food sltua-
tion is prevailing in Mysore and
not even 60 per cemt of the
expected annual production of
foodgrains will be possible this
year on account of the total
failure of rainfall.”

g frn 9 W z 7 IR A
W E, e W W q & Afm
YA w1 AT T F T qde
vt g0 § e fame 2o ¥ 35 ¥
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Al w1 faw w8 a1 & 1 i
ATy ary o & A 3 A frn
t 1w osfafasfer fefmesdia &
Wi § A fer o & 1 w0 B AT
i wewy gt ¢ Wit ug e e
arft § 1 galan defufrgm w o
ey ¥, FaET W AR w5 FfET )

W qF TZ AW AT §, THHT TR
aeiz o TfreesT ¥ fam gdur qF
T, §4 §F had 4T g 5g W g
A& g WIT ag a7 W A9 A
wn A% Bm, wF 7% FEw GO
it w1 w1 fzepe fasr o, o w1
W = sl

wrafe s : famee Fo WTLo

sfwaAt agaey arf o - {4 g
TH wgT, &4 &1 A6T (7T, g wdd
AW ... (wwwww) ... WY
RO Wi w3 & 1 fesdT T &4
¥ZT | WY F aq #1 qv6T faout, gw w)
Lica B C - B
Shrl J. R. Mehta (Pali): Mr. Chair-
man, Sir, I wish to draw the pointed
attention of the hon. Food Minister

and this august House 1to several
paradoxes and anomalics which are

bedevilling our food policy. It may
be that they are matters of com-
monplace, but my grievance is that

even these commonplace matllers are
being overlooked.

The first anomaly ls that the pro-
ducers in the State which produces
the moet get the least out of it. The
producers there get the least prices,
We talk of incentives to the pro-
ducer, but can we think of a greater
disincentive than this?

Secondly, pecple are taking more
and more to cash crops, and yet we
say we weamt to produce more and
more food. Earlier In the debate,

and Drought
~ Conditions (Ms.)
we heard an hon. Member here, who
claimed to be a farmer and who
solemnly averred that he will not
sow any cereal on an inch of land if
he cen help it. Unless you control
the cash crops either with incentives
or by legislative action, we cannot
hope to get more production,

5818

Thirdly, we fix the maximum prices
without the capacity 1o enforce
them. We cammot enforce them
because we have not sufficient stocks.
The result is that we create black-
market and that blackmarket leads
to higher prices and inflation.

16.08 hrs.

[Mr. DepuTy-SPEAKER in  the Chair]

Another anomaly is that we fix
the maximum prices of cereals and
we do not fix the maximum prices of
coarse grains. The result is that in
places where there is no rationing
or in cities, we get coarse grains at
higher prices than the cereals. Last
year when I was in Calcutta I found
people giving cereals to cattle because
there the peoplle are given half wheat
and half rice under compulsion. Those
who do not use wheat they give it

lo the cattle. We talk of rationing
without sufficient stock needed for
the purpose. Shri Kripalani was

rightly complaining that this is not
the way to make rationing success-
ful. Then, we have rightly or wrong-
ly paralysed the trade without realis-
ing that in our present stale of eco-
nomy, when & very large percentage
of our farmers have only marginal
surplus to give and when we want
some agency which can knock at
their door fo mop up that small sur-
plus, we have not found any alterna-
tive agency which can do this job,

We talk so much about fertilisers
and yet all these years we have not
dune very much to make ourselves
sclf-suMicient in fertilisers. The way
we are planning we do not know
when these deficiencies will be made
up and yel, in our obsession for
chemieal fertilisers, we have neglect-
ed the use of whatever green manure
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or compost that can be available in
the country.

In this context I have a feeling
that we have done a lot of disser-
vice by running down the cow
because the cow, whatever else it
may be is a miniature fertiliser fac-
tory and if we could use cowdung
by finding some alternative substi-
tutes which could be used for fuel,
we can make up for much of this
deficiency in fertilisers.

We talk of agriculture being rais-
ed to the level of an industry as a
means for increased food produc-
tion and yet we have left nothing
undone to reduce our holdings to
small bits. Fragmentation has gone
apace and we have done nothing to
consolidate the holdings and make
them economic.

We complain of diversity of agen-
cies for implementation ang yet we
have done nothing to bring about
unified control. The agencies for the
implementation of the programmes of
agricultural production, we are told,
are several and they suffer from
several drawbacks. This the hon.
Food Minister had admitted in this
pamphlet which has been circulated
amongst us.

I can go on multiplying these
anomalies and paradoxes but what-
ever 1 have said should, I think, suffice
to convince the House that every-
thing is not going on well and what
I mean to stress is that unless we can
resolve all  these parsdoxes and
anomalies, whatever we might do and
whatever might be our intentions, we
shall not be able to achieve our goal.

The greatest paradox, of course, is
that the ultimate responsibility  lies
with the Centre—at least, everybody
takes it that the ultimate responsi-
bility of feeding the people is with

the Centre—and yet we are at the
mercy of the States, They can do
whatever they like. There is no

uniform policy even now as regards

DECEMBER 6, 1985
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distribution, procurement, rationing
or so many things. My submission
is that unless these anomalies and
paradoxes are rectified, we shall
always be in difficulties.

We had the hon. Food Minister
telling us that all the Chief Minis-
ters are co-operating with him. I
think, this is only a political state-
ment. My apprehension is that he
has made separate and secret treaties
with each of them and, therefore,
cannot complain on the floor of this
House. This is probably mixing
politics with food. In any case, I
should like to say that notwithstanding
our fervent appeals to keep food free
from politics, we should keep in mind
that the local pblitician is too much
of a politician to abide by this advice.
With considerable pain I have to say
that T know of an instance in a State
when a year back a highly placed
politician and a member of the Gov-
ernment was preaching to the culti-
vators that they should not bring
their grain into the market because
that was the time when they could

have their revenge on the wurban
people.
Mr. Deputy-Speaker; The hon.

Member's time is up.

Shri Shinkre (Marmagoa): He
making very good points,

Shri J. R. Mehta: T will touch upon
two other aspects briefly of the situa-
tion. One ig that we are talking ad
nausenm about putting in more and
more inputs—fertilisers, seeds, irri-
gation, credit and all that—but may
1 ask respectfully, do our cultivators
not know all these things? The diffi-
culty is not that they do not know,
but the difficulty is that whatever
inputs are available are not readily
made available to them. The seed
does not reach them in time; the
water is not given them in time; the

is

fertilisers do not reach them in
time—whatever we have in the
country. So my suggestion iz that

we should have a depot in each dis-
trict where all these things
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be stocked for a year in advance so
that they do not arrive too late after
the crop has been sowm.

One word about Rajasthan and 1
will have done.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: All that you
have said applies to Rajasthan.

Shri J. B. Mehta: My State is in a
very bad way and the situation is
worst ever. The Rajasthanis do not
complain; that is the difficulty. They
are used to famines and, therefore,
they do not complain as loudly as
other States do, But I wish %o
emphasize that the situation there is
as worse as it can be and, therefore,
1 will appeal to the Food Minister
to pay special atlention to Rajosthan.
In this connection I would specially
appeal to him to think of advancing

the construction of the Rajasthan
Canal because if we can cut down
the period of its comstruction and

reduce it by flve years and complete
the whole construction in two years,
probably we would have gone a long
way in meeting the food shortage of
India.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker:
Sharda Mukerjee.

Shrimati

sfiweft efreronerd o ;ST
WEYZT, WIYET TUTH TH FET, T 81T
% aei ®1 qHT A &

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: We will go
on even till seven o'clock if you
want, but Members must have
patience and sit here and should not
demand quorum.

sl o e
wEET, 47T ZHAT WPET A7 & O
T 1 Wt wrer afad

TR AT © W AT At
adi § v dz s

Shrimat! Shards Mukerjes (Ratna-
giri): Mr. Deputy-Speaker, Sir,
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Members who have spoken before

me have contributed in a large mea-
sure to matters regarding irrigation
and other agricultural problems;
therefore, I am not going to add to
their opinions, but to say that as far
as I can see the food problem hinges
on two important aspects—firstly, on
the increased production of food-
grains and, secondly, equally impor-
tant, the distribution of the food-
grains, Therefore, during the short
time at my disposal 1 am going to
speak mainly on the question of
distribution.

The fact that the brunt of this
debate has fallen upon the Food
Minister is, I think, rather unjust
because of the various aspects of this
problem. He can only carry the
burden of a very small part of the
responsibility. Therefore I would say
that looking at it from the economic
point of view, prices in general had
been rising of all commodities.
Consumer prices, particularly of the
working class, had an upsurge,
starting from December, 1863, In
January 1965 the price level had gone
up to 181.1 and in August 1865 to
166.4. As prices kept on going up, so
did the industrial wages. Therefore
the purchasing power of the people
had gone up and it was only natural
that the foodgrains should find their
way into the markets which could
give them better prices. While the
prices have been going up, unfortu-
nately the industrial production has
had a deceleration and, therefore,
although the industrial growth in
1863-84 was 8.1 per cent, in 1084-85,
it dropped to 64 per cent. One can
say, especially judging from the
place I come, roundabout Bombay,
where agriculture, in any case, is not
a very paying thing and people have
to come to the cities, that the indus-
trial growth has not been as fast as
one would have liked it to be. There
has been a double pressure. Taking
all this into consideration, the prices
which prevailed in the cities have
also affected agriculture. There is
no reason wh the agriculturist
should sell his product at a lower
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price than what he would get in
markets which do not necessarily
come within his State but which the
Government says he should cater to.
If we want lo cope with this gituatiom,
it is necessary that the agricultural
supplies should be stepped up and
this can be the only thing which can
have any impact on the prices and
on our economic growth.

One of the interesting facts is that
it is not the agricultural produce
which has gone down but it is the
marketability of these things which
has come down, For instance, in

1060-61, the production of rice was
342 million tons and the procure-
ment was only 88 lakh tons. In

1961-62, the production of rice went
upto 348 million tons and the pro-
curement was only 5.1 lakh tons. In
1962-63, the procurement of rice was
47 lakh tons. In 1963-84, the pro-
duction of rice was 38.9 million tons
and the procurement was only 7 lakh
tons. Only in 1964-685, when the
Government came in in a strong way
that the procurement improved a bit.
The production of rice was 38.7 mil-
lion tons and the procurement was
12.8 lakh tons, In the case of wheat
also, we see the same thing. The
production has gone up bul the pro-
curement has not kept pace with it,
Similarly, we see that it is not that
the food production has gone down.
For instance, in 1963-64, the total
production of foodgrains was 784
million tons and in 1064-85 we had
a rise of 10 per cent in production.
We also had higher imports. In
1943-64, the import was to the tune
of ahout 4} million tons and during
the Iast year, the import was to the
extent of 6 million tons. But in spite
of thnt, in last summer, we had the
worst crisis of food shortage,

What | want to point is that it is
the reaponsibility of the Government
to zee that two things are done. One
s, that the produce is brought in
adequale quantity into the market
and, secondly, that the distribution is
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effected in such a way that it does
not go only to those who can pay
higher prices but that it is available
in sufficient quantity to the poor man.

The Food Minister has told us that
he is greatly concerned about the
food imports. He has told wus that
we have, unfortunately to depend
very heavily on the imports of P. L.
480. But these P, L. 480 imports seem
to be increasing every year, Our
food production increases every year
and it seems that the position of
shortage does not improve., This is
what the Reserve Bank of India Cur-
rency and Finance Report says. It
says that out of the total assistance
that our country has had during the
first four years of the Third Five
Year Plan, upto the end of 1965, aid
authorisation from the U.S.A, under
P. L. 480 programme amounted to
Rs. 1,388 crores or about one-half of
the total assistance from that coun-
It is estimated that in 1964-65,
the net foreign assistance is higher by
Rs. 188 crores than in the previous
yvear, The Report says that the P.L.
480 assistance in 1964-66 amounted
to Rs. 306 crores wheras during the
previous year it was to the tune of
Rs. 216 crores. I read in the news-
papers this morning that we are
expecting even a higher alloeation
or a higher allotment of import of
foodgraing to the tune of 11 million
tons from America as against 8 million
tons last year, This is indeed a sad
state of affairs. In fact, I would say
that the P.L. 480 import has been
the bane of our life and as long as
we continue to depend on it, I am
afraid, we shall make no effort what-
soever either to increase production
in the country or to distribute it in
such a way that it can reach the poor
man and that it does not go only into
the mouths and the pockets of the rich
men and the middle-men.

I know there are limitations as to
the controls which the Central Gov-
ernment can effectively impose. I
should say that the Central Govern-
ment has at least superficlally the
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promise of cooperation from warious
sections of communities and from
various States. But in point of fact
this does not happen at all. We have
the zonal system, the single-State
zones. But how far does this single-
State zone opearte? How far is it true
that there is no smuggling out of
thoge States? Even in the case of defi-
cit States where the Central Govern-
ment provides the grain to feed that
States—the Central Government pro-
vides 10 times the amount that it
undertook to provide earlier—still
there is a deficit. In the case of sur-
plus States, where the promises are
given that so much grain will be
supplied to the Centre or to the ad-
joining Statles, these promises are not
being kept. 1 do not want to find fault
with anyone. But the fact is thal the
zonal sysiem has nol proved as suce
cessful as it was hoped and 1 would,
therefore, suggest to the Minister
that he should reconsider this and
that he should perhaps reinstitute the
old system under which there was the
southern zone for rice, Madhya
Pradesh was linked up with Gujarat
and Maharashtra and there was the
eastern group of West Bengal, Bihar
and Orissa. I suggest this because,
at any rate, if there were shortages,
the Central Government would be
liable to the commitment of less
amount of grain than it is today,
Today the commiiment of Central
Governmeni is 23 lakhs. Last year,
it was able to procure 15 to 18 lukh
tons of rice and with the drought
that the country is facing today, prob-
ably it will procure 12 lakh tons.
The-e will be a shortage in the pro-
curement of rice. How does the
Central Government hope to make
up that deficicncy and provide 28 lakh
tons to which it is committed—10
lakh tons for Kerala, 8 lakhs tons for
Maharashtra and so on?

With regard to fixetion of prices
which has been recommended by the
Foodgrains Prices Commission, [
would say that the support price is a
Very good idea but where the maxi-
mmum price is below the ruling mar-
ket price, it will just not work. No
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farmer can be persuanded to hand-

over his grain at g price which is not
remuncrative and which is not in
kecping with the market rale. The
Government has suggested that there
should be a monopoly procurement
and that there should be a levy. In
my State of Mahurashtra, where
there was a monopoly procurement
for jowar, the State wag able to
procure only 7 per cent of the pro-
duction. In Andhra Pradesh, where
the annual production of rice in 46
lakh tons, the Government was able
to collect only 5§ lakh tons. Seo, both
the levy system and the procurement
system have not beep as successfiul
ag the Government would have liked
them to be.

The Minister has said that there
should be discipline and co-operation.
May I just say that he may have
cither discipline or co-operation; he
cannot have both, If any one does not
act as he is expected to, then you
take the law in your hands; you take
the responsibility to soc that he s
punished; otherwise, you cannot have
discipline. Tn the Army one is shot
at sight. If it is co-operation that you
want; then you must go along the
way that other people expect you to
g0. You have to come tp some com-
promise, This is the decision that he
has 1 take. But the fact is that he
cannot have both dlseipline and co-
operation then the State policy will
not work.

Lastly, may 1 suy that already
there is some amount of panic in the
people due to the military danger on
our frontiers and let us not have a
further alarm ang panic because of
fond shorlage, We are short of food,
but we are not that short. Lot us
create confidence in the people.

Shri Himmatsinhjl (Kuteh): Hard-
ly a session passes without our dis-
cunsing the food problem. This prob-
lem of food is discussed in thiz House
as well as outside the House, but the
more we discuss it, the worse it seems
1o bacome.
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Recently the Prime Minister made

an announcement that the nation

should grow more food. Perhaps he
had in mind the approaching rabi
season, and that is why he made this
clarion call to the nation. At that
time I was in my area the farmer
Wwag running about, going from pillar
to post, to get crude oil for his pump-
ing sets; there was hardly oil encugh
to irrigate his normal crops. How
could there be any possibility of his
growing more food, Apart from that
I do not know whether the hon.
gentlemen who sit opposite, who
adorn the treasury benches, know
exactly as to what are the difficul-
ties that the farmer has to go through;
if they were known to them, then
we would not be facing this situation;
the farmer would not be suffering
from these difficulties. The farmer
has to contend with not only the
vagaries of weather, but has also to
face the corrupt official right from
the smallest revenue officer upto the

Mamlatdar or Tahsildar as he is

known in many parts of the country,

Apart from that, in my State at least

there is another difficulty which he

has to face, i.e, the Panchayat admi-
nistration; the Collector is there, the

District Development Officer is also

there; there are two sets of penple

working there; it is confusion worse
confounded as far as the poor man
in the village is concerned.

Mere solgans and messages are not
going to produce food. We have to
back them up by properly caleulated
action. I wonder, out of all the things
that are written down in official pam-
phlets, ete., how many are really put
into action. We see jeeps running
about in the country; we see money
being wasted, but the farmer has yet
to get his benefit from all those pro-
jects,

We are going through a period of
acute food shortage. 'Even Govern-
ment have admitteg that. But we still
persist in the old msthods, It is
rather strange that np one tries to
go deep into the real cause of this
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chronic complaint, The farmer must
get the incentive. But where is the
iccentive? The hon, members who
spuke before me have talked of in-
centiveg also. Agriculture is also an
industry and whatever the farmer
does, must pay to him. Some hon.
members said that there should be a
curb put on growing cash crops. I do
not think that it would help because
after all, the farmer hag to see to
the profit that he has to make; if he
cannot make profit out of the crop
that he grows—foodgrains—then he
goes in for growing cash crops.

Let us now come to the facilities
which are supposed to be there for
the farmers—the land mortgage
banks, various societies, etc. They
have now become a complete machi-
nery for strengthening the Congress
rule. Those people who deal with
these problems do not seem to be
sympathetic either, In the year before
last, there was a famine in our parl—
a complete famine in North Gujarat.
1 was touring. It happened to be the
time when Panchayat elections were
also going on. 1 asked one farmer
about the machines he had. He said,
“what could 1 do; I cannot vote for
anybody else except the Congress
because they have given me this
maochine, this money, the subsidy, ete.
are given to me. I agm also allrved to
run it for grinding flour.” But that
is only a side show He is not sup-
posed to do that. If that was kncwn
officially, he would not get hig sub-
hidy. These things go on.

Then we talk about rising prices;
in every walk of life there has becn
o rise in price, but so far as the far-
mer is concerned, no attention has
been paid. The best incentive that he
can get is remission of land revenue.
It the States ang the Centre could
reduce their unproductive expendi-
ture and free the farmer from pay-
ing land revenue, it will be a good
enough incentive and 1 am sure, the
results will be seen within a short
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period. If that could not be done, at
least the Centre and the States could
resort to levying the assessment of
land revenue in kind instead cf cash;
that will help the Government also
1o procure the food which they want
tc do compulsorily now. There too,
some bold action will be necessary;
it is no use their saying thig or that.
‘We have heard from the Government
that we would have self-sufficiency
by a certsin time; yet, as the hon.
lady member has quoted, we are still
importing millions of tonnes of food-
grains. We were at g loss as to what
to do when the Uniteq States recent-
ly said that they might not be able
to give all the food that we required.
In the circumstances, the earlier we
try to become self-sufficient, the bet.
ter for the country; the better for
the honour of the country. The
present shortage is due mainly to
faulty distribution. So many speak-
ers before me have spoken ageinst
the zonal system. Why should there
be these zones? If there is a free
movement of grain, I have no doubt
that there will be no difficulty for
the people at large. It is because of
these restrictions now and the ration-
ing that will come that the situation
will become worse, and I have no
doubt about it. Besides, the farmers
will go in for cash crops on a greater
scale it they do not get through pro-
curement, rationing etc. remunerative
prices.

There is also the question of ir-
rigation. Time and again we have
telked about irrigating more and
more lands. Yet nothing seers to
have been done. I do not mind it
certain projects are cut but  more
roney is allocated for irc:gution.
Medium—and  small-scale  irrigation
works should be taken up immedi-
ately, particularly in areas which
Perpetually suffer from drought etc,
because in North Gujarat, Rajasthan
#nd many other places, there is no
rubsoil water and it is very neces-
fary that every drop of water that
comes down through rain should be
conserved. It doeg not matier I
with a small dam we cannot irrigate
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the water table to rise.
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1 would have liked to say much
more, but since my time is up, 1
would conclude by saying this, Let
Government show courage and do
away with all these restrictions, and
I have no doubt that the country will
not suffer as much as it is doing now.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Dr, Melkote,

stwt afee o€ oo . IOy
wEw, yaew fe q@ wver @ oar
H ¥ A ?

Fareqw wEYCw : Wi §03F )

Dr. Melkote (Hyderabad): One of
the most essential things or rather the
most important and essentlal thing to
evoid famine is to give edeguate
quantities of water to the land. The
farmer is prepared to work even in
the worst drought conditions; seed is
avaeilable and manure iz avaitable,
but what is lacking essentially 13
water, 1 would like to concentrate,
therefore, on only one aspeet, and
that is this question of surpiy of
water. During the past eighteen
years, Indian has done excecdingly
well. What the British Government
did in a period of 150 years we have
done in one year, and we have been
giving water in increased quantilivs.
But in spite of it, famine conditions
are prevalent in India, and the con-
dition is extremely serious. There-
fore, the prime essence of the whole
situation is the adequacy of waler,
particularly when the rains fail.

It is essentially due tp thas that
large irrigation projects have been
thought of. But let us not forget

that even today, after all these yenrs,
food is produced not so mucn under
the big irrigation projects as under
wells or small tanks or medium-sized
projects. The medium-sized projects
are alsp not very many. In the south
tlone, in the States of Andhra F.a-
desh, Mysore, Madras and Kerala,
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there are nearly 1,15,600 tanks and
they irrigate about 10 to 15 million
acres. The lands which do not come
under the PWD irrigation system
form about 50 per cent. The remain-
ing 50 per cent comes under the me-
dium-sized ang the large-sized dams.
But then, as a result of the facilities
available for irrigation under tha big
projects in the south and possibly tne
whole of India, not more than 2 mal-
lion acres have come under the
rlough, whereas in the south aslone
under the small tanks more than 10
million acres are being irrigated. 1if
today food is being produceg in the
country, it is not so much the maior
irrigation projects as the small irri-
gotion projects that are of wery great
importance in its production. Ag 1
£aid, more than 50 per cent of the
tenks which have an irrigation patan-
tial of 10—50 acres only—thess come
under revenue—are not heing atten-
ded to, and for years and years they
are neglected. 10—50 acres ier nnt a
emall thing in our country, becauszs
under the well irrigation system, we
may be able to irrigate about two to
four acres only. But thera 10-—50
acres is a sizeable area of land and it
must alse be remembared that the
small tanks which irrigate these acres
constitute 50 per cent of the total ir-
rigation potential.

On account of storms and other
things, about 3-4 per cent of these
tanks get damaged annuslly. Tanks
are constructed in a series and when
they get damaged, they do not get
attended to for a period of five, ten
and even fifteen years. During this
period of 18 wyears, we have provided
plenty of money to State Fovern-
ments to repair these small tanks, but
still only 30 per cent of thess smell
tanks have been attended to, 70
per cent not attended 1o at all, inp the
detriment of our food production.
Under the major irrigation projects,
electricity is produced and on these
Rs. 70—Rs. 80 crores are being spent.
In the TVA, if they spend Rs. 100
crores for this purpose, they spend
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anything between Rs. 200 and Rs. 300
crores on development of the land.
Here we are prepared to construct
the tanks and canals and possibly
take the water up tp the land, but
for development of the land, not more
than Rs. 2 crores are givem annuajly
under each projeet. Therefore, it
will take more than 100 years to de-
velop many of thesg lands served
by major irrigation projects, which
produce electricity for *he industrial-
ists all right. Electricity can be
taken up; it can be made to flow
higher up alsp and plenty of land can
be irrigated. But il is not done even
today. One of the importani aspects
of the major irrigation projects is
that very litile is being done to see
that the land is developed, and there-
fore they are not vielding
anything. The minor irrigation
projects which some under revenue
are neglected. As T szaid, small
tanks which irrigate 15—50 acres
get breached to extent of 3-4
per cent and still they are being neg-
lected. Though a good deal of re-
pair has taken place recently, iy is
nel sufficient to meet the needs of
the situation today. ¥£ today there
has been a failure, it is essentially due
to this that water is not made avail-
able from ‘major irrigation projects.
Though they store a considerable
quantity of water, it cannot zo out
1o the land because the land is not
sufficiently developed. This is an
aspact of the gquestion which necds
serious examination. | was Minis-
tey in charge of PWD in Hyderabad
for five years and I hag the
question examined. If we have to
tackle this question on a war fooling,
it means sending engineers to all
these tanks on a war footing to atlend
to their repair. Now most of these
engincers go to work in the major
irrigation works where they learn
something. Many of them do not go
to the minor irrigation projects, un-
less they are forced to do so ang de-
tained in those projects., Unless in
the course of the next two or three
years, all the small tanks are repair-
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ed completely, we will not be able
to cope with the situation. This is one
of the most important aspects of the
fuestion which has net received the
attention it should. Unfortunately,
Ir. K. L. Rao is not here today. It
is his duty to attend to this aspect of
the matter. Tackling the guestion on
a war footing would mean making
availablg plenty of water for cultiva-
tion to the cultivalors.

People have spoken of manure, fer-
tilisers and all ihose things. They are
essential indecd. But the main thing
is what I have detailed. If we are
deficit in food, it is not so much a
matter of the quantity of rice pro-
duced. India , produces 36 million
tonnes of rpice out of a total world
production of 70 million tones. Still
we want more rice. India consumes
the maximum quantity of rice. If
vzater is given, again it is utilised by
the indusiries. It is jute, it is cot-
ton, it is sugarcane, it is oilseeds, and
many of these things, because if the
Jand is irrigated and they put in
cash crop, they get plenty of money.
So, unless food is subsidised to the
same extent as cash crops, there will
not be incentive, and people will not
jirow food. This is the second aspect
of the guestion.

‘The third aspect of the question is
that when we go to the bank, if we
have a cash crop they are prepared to
give Rs. 1,000 per acre, but for food
production they would not give even
Hs. 40. If this is the situation,
where ig the incentive for the farmer
to grow food. He wants to have a
better life, he takes to cash crops,
and spends that money, There is ab-
solutely no incentive for the farmer
to grow food, his aspect of the ques-
tion has to be gone into in great
detail, and a war footing would mean
i war footing on all these fronts.

In the village sector, there is a lot
of unemployment. We want to inten-
fify agricultural operations. There are
plenty of Harijans living there who
have not got much land. Unless we
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give better incentive for labour in
the village secior and employ them
in agriculture and utilise them to the
maximum extent, again agriculture
will be a failure. In many parts of
the country it is these people who
work on the agricultural land. If only

the farmer gets the advantage and if

incentive is not given to the worker,
why will he work? This again is ano-
ther aspect of the question, Govern-
ment should see that the mimmum
wage is raised for all agricultural
Iabour, so that they gel a part of the
benefit that the agriculturists reaps.

These are some of the points—
many other points have been made
and I do not want to repeat them—
which I thought I should make for
the benefit of the House.

=Rt =gy o A I
wgEm, 1 T W oTerm F7T
g | wmE AfgerAT w1 o9& S g1 MET
Zm =fgm

ag St &ATA =T HEZ & Toa
TeET F Foe aqr sy ad
¢ fagar f «@fegsdl & & &
sqife srgedt 1 wr w7 sfgam
3 FT% &r Tgar & S99 7 anET
oft =wifs @ Fr NT IT T TEE
2 0 FTR A mF AT gEE FAT
9gAT § 1 HE e &T @A
Z ara- §, wid fear ox fear o
g5 AT &1 1| I8q "wiusAL @rAaT ar
sy §, Az afgari & fao =g
Fn FIAT ¥ 1 AfgEwi &l sEer
T wfge FAifs s&s @ a9
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E A

qET gEAW ¥ AU F HILC Wgl-
Ty WX AT SATIT A O§ 0
ag awwy & fF gW wew waw weEy
gm, gfag 5 wgrasy o Faer,
frat e oo o1& azar AR &
Xq% ag FUE 90 wWH § 9
wra & fav W owRw ¥ W@
WA § | 9T AR HAT AT, FW OF
aif w1 oAY wesT IAEr adl T, oA
[ W W A [ATT F | TG
g A H A@T AT {ARAT WY
FE TEAT AN, ATAT AT AT
Y, 919 AT | AZIIZ AR FAGAT
AT a7 § W WATA WEew WiW
& Wgx &0 ¥ F T T WA
FHr FLT qrEEAY w73 20 O 9T
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o F AT vy § 9T wew wAW
1 a7 " § S oaw g wy e
& W & Ffw wdt & wgaT S
g fF s wa =" ¥ fau w
waw 2 fade AFY TgAr wifgm
g9 o dwar g § WTHTIRT AT
qOH TQ § | gW wedT I oo Al
£\ 9 A wew 9AIW F A AOA
g1 I fadt ¥ o 7T Wy
foeii % qawdt #1 g @ ) W
w3 ¥ wHig @ wgi @ & oewd
g 8 &1 IO A ¥ e g
¢ #fea feama 8o v fes et
ar & 1 =g feww & g 80 T
fzsr famar & 1 % 7F & wm
62 wTAT ¥ | &fFA fFae gad #9
9T qEF & 1 gafag ¥ wmdar §
f& wTe &t 1T § e AAW SEH
¥ wew 9EW w1 WY £ | AT A AW
fF agt #r grew 5% &

W 47 JmiEE @y & fag
w0 wy wgar § e faet &
Faedl 1w fgzmw &% fr @
femat & fog gfmer 7 wmT & aw
ITEI IF gUE 9T ] FT g
faar ama, dd qwaT g, fiw g d9-
wfigrr geafz & 1 Wi g 4y g
fe ot mgrmar s & feedr @
g% a9 uF fav@ &1 €5 W
TEAT & | TiW g1 qEETd w1 EAT
agar @, g W W0 oqwar
oY X XX AT W =W g wran g
a9 FTH E TET & | XA wETET
feari ®1 g¢ ®w % =g fad =r
ams gw gz @ 1 gafew AU
w1 ¢ & wm s AT
uraw £ifag fF ¥ 3@l ¥ 9T "%
feami #1 s ot i mfz
gfrarg ¥ fowd fowm w1 Wl
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* Half-an hour discussion.



