LOK SABHA DEBATES

LOK SABHA

Thursday, August 4, 1977/Sravana 13,
1899 (Saka)

The Lok Sabha met at Eleven of the
Clock

[MRr. SpeAkEr in the Chair]
OBITUARY REFERENCES

MR. SPEAKER: I have to inform
the House of the sad demise of two
of our former colleagues, namely,
Shri Muldas Bhudardas Vaishya and
Bakshi Abdur Rashid,

Shr1 Muldas Bhudardas Vaishya
was a Member of the Provisional
Parliament and of First Lok Sabha
during the years 1851—57. He was
also a Member of Third Lok Sabha
during the years 1962-67 representing
Sabarmati constituency of Gujarat.
Earlier he had been a mcmber of
Baroda State Legislative Assembly
during the years 1925-28.

A well-known social worker and
labour leader, Shri Vaishya was
associated with a large number of
social and labour organisations in the
country. He always championed the
cause of the down-trodend and was a
member of several organisations for
the uplift of Harijans, Hec was also
Vice-President of Depressed Classes
League in Gujarat. An active worker
in the field of education, he was asso-~
ciated with a large number of edu-
cational institutions run for the
benefit of the gcheduled and back-
ward classes. As a freedom fighter he
suffered imprisonment during British
regime. He passed away on the 1lst
August, 1977, at Ahmedabad at the
age of 81,
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Bakshi Abdur Rashid was a Mem-
ber of the Second and Third Lok Shaba
during the years 1957—87 represen-
ting Jammu and Kashmir State.
Earlier he had been a Member of
Jammu and Kashmir State Consti~
tuent Assembly during the years
1951—56. A very amiable person he
used to take active part in the pro-
ceedings of the House., He passed
away at Srinagar on the 2nd August,
1977, at the age of 54.

We deeply mourn the loss of these
friends and I am sure the House will
join me in conveying our condolences
to the bereaved families.

The House may stand in silence for
a short while to express its sorrow.

The Members then stood in silence
for a short while,

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
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THE MINISTER OF STEEL AND
MIN;:S (SHRI BIJU PATNAIK): (a)
No, Sir.

(b) Does not arise.
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MR, SPEAKER: What is the ques-
tion you want to ask?
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MR. SPEAKER: The question does

not arise. If you have materisl,
please answer.

SHRI BLJU PATNAIK: §ir, the
principal metals in Madhya Pradesh
are proposed to be explored at the
following places:

Mezalic minerals
GoHd . . Raigarh and Raipur
D s,
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Manganese , « Bal ghat District.

Base Metals . . Jabalpur District.

Industrial minerals

Bauxite . Pandrapet Phitcrv
Calcite & Rck Pho-

sphate . . « Jhabua Di.trict
Pyrophyllite & Dia-

spore . . . Tikam Districts

Coal . . Sarpuja & Shrhdcl

Districts.

Provision has been kept in the
annual Plan 1977-78 for surveys with
the assistance of the United Nations
Development Programme, i.e., UNDP.
This is a new scheme proposed to be
taken up in Madhya Pradesh by the
State in 1977-78,
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SHR!I SOMNATH CHATTERJEE:
‘We are happy that no new programme
is being deferred. But is the Ministry
going to take up any project for the
exploitation of dolomite mines for
getting super phosphate, jn the Puru-
lia district of West Bengal? Exploi~
tation of minerals is a general subject,
Will the Central Government assist
the State Government in the exploi-
tation of these mineral which are in
short supply?

SHRI BILJU PATNAIK: The State
Government is exploiting dolomite
not only there, but also in North
Bengal. The Central Government are
in need of high quality dolomite for
its tin-making plants; and govern-
ment have instructed the Steel
Authority of India to closely colla-
borate with the State Minerals Cor-
poration of West Bengal in starting
the proper and qualitative exploi-
tation of minerals in that State.

SHRI JAGANNATH RAO: Under
the Mines Act of 1952, minerals are
classfied as major and minor ones.
Will government allow the State
governments to exploit major mine-
rals in the States?

SHRI BIJU PATNAIK: The State
governments are already doing it
under the State-owned corporations
like the State Mineral Development
Corporations. There are 20 State
Mineral development corporations all
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over the country, In Orissa, the
major ores that they are developing,
are iron ore and coal.
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SHRI BIJU PATNAIK: I cannot
answer it, because I have not under-
stood the question. In any event, it

the hon. Member wants, I will cer-
tainly look into it,

SHRI TEJ PRATAP SINGH: In the
Bundelkhand region of UP they have
not made any complete surveys. Will
the hon. Minister chalk out a pro-
gramme so that we can exploit the
mineral resources of that arem in
future?

SHRI BIJU PATNAIK: If there
are any indications of mineral deposits
there, then the Geological Survey of
India, which is under my control, will
certainly look into it.
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