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Starting Additional Express Train 
Connecting Gauhatl aad Gaoluur 

District

*703- SHRI KRISHNA CHANDRA 
HALDER; Will the Minuter of 
RAILWAYS be pleased to state :

(a) whether Government are aware 
that the people of the District of Cachar 
(Assam) can avail of only one express 
train to travel to other parts of Assam and 
the rest of the country;

(b) whether Barak Valley Express is 
an overcongested train and lot of pas. 
sengers are debarred from travelling due 
to lack of space every day;

(c) whether the General Manager, 
North Frontier Railways and the Railway 
Board have received complaints from the 
public, MLAs and other public repre­
sentatives in this connection ;

(d) whether Government would consider 
providing an additional express train 
connecting Gauhati and the District of 
Cachar; and

(c) whether Government would arrange 
to run the existing Barak Valley Express 
punctually?

TOE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI 
SHEO NARAIN) : (a) to (c). Yes, 
Sir. 11/12 Barak Valley Express has been 
found to be overcrowded.

(d) With effect from 16-4-79, a 
biweekly express has been introduced 
between Silchar and Gauhati.

(e) Every effort is being made to ixn* 
prove the punctuality performance 
of t i/is Barak Valley Express.
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SHRI KRISHNA CHANDRA HAL- 
DER;  The Minister  has  admitted 
ia hi* reply that 11/12  Barak Valley 
Express has been found to  be over* 
crowded. In view of the reply  given 
by the Minister of State, I would like to 
know whether  Government will in­
troduce more compartments to overcome 
this overcrowding ? Will  die  Go­
vernment introduce two-engine trains on 
this line ? I want a categorical answer 
from the Minister.

SHRI SHEO NARAIN  This is a 
good suggestion and we will thmkover 
it.

SHRI KRISHNA CHANDRA HAL- 
DER: I am happy that after giving 
this notice of the question, the Ministry 
has introduced a biweekly train from 
Silchar and Gauhati  This  area is a 
very sensitive  area  The  transport 
problem is very acute m that  region 
Assam,  Manipur, Nagaland, all these 
areas are sensitive arras  In view of 
the reply given by the Minister I would 
like to know whether Government will 
give proper  instructions so that  tins
biweekly train can be run as a daily 
train ?

SHRI SHEO NARAIN :  We are not 
neglecting the eastern region like Assam 
and Tripura  Six new lines have been

Sven to them.  As I told the hon. 
[ember m answer to his first supple­
mentary, we will look into it.
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SHRI N1HAR LASKAR :  We con­
gratulate our Minister of State,  }/t 
Sheo  Narain, for  announcing a new 
train for our area. But we are sorry, 
that Railways woke up very late because 
we had to launch a lot of agitation for 
this very train and we have been, for 
the last two years, writing to the various 
sources of administration fot the introduc­
tion of this new train  They themselves 
admitted that  it is a vey  cxowded 
tram. I would like to know from the 
Railway Minister,  according to Hus 
policy whether this is a classless tram, 
how much time it will take for this train 
to go from Gauhai to Silchar and whether 
the new coaches ha\e been built for this 
classless train

SHRI SHEO NARAIN .  Sir,  I 
require noticc foi this

SHRI  TURNANARAYAN SIJsHA : 
Sir, half of the population of INoiih cast 
side lives on the other side of Lumding 
actoss hills
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MR SPEAKER . Question Hour is 
over Now we come to the serious V usi- 
ness t
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