
I thiAk that thue aboWd be 10me coor-
~ 1tetween tbt railway autllorities 
and the local municipal authorities to 
have a comprehmaive plan for tbe proper 
dl~ tnd public road system in 
K.baraaPur area, ~use the tirst part or the -drain and also of the public roads 
will be completed by the railway autho-
rities and tile later part will be completed 
by the mtmicipal authorities. My question 
u whethr.r the Central C'w0vemment Wl11 
consult the loca.l municipal authorities 
to have a comprehensive drainage system 
and public road system in the Kharagpur 
railway a1-ea ~ 

SHRI C. K. JAFFER SHAR IEF: 
Jtharacpur is a railway colony. The 
whole property in Kharagpur railway 
colony more or less belongs to railway. 
l had personally visited the area myself. 
We had discussions both with the 
railway officials and muniripalitr nffichl" 
together. We have suggested that there 
should be a comprehensive scheme to m~t 
the requirement<~ of the area and res-
poniibility should be fix('ci as to what the 
railwa' can 'ook a:-ter and what the mu-
nicipal authorities can take OV<"r, main-
ta ·n and look after. I think th<"y are at it. 

SHRI SATYAGOPAL MISRA: 
A large num~r of railwaymen have to use 
Telugu language. I want to know whether 
there is any proposal under the comi-
deration of the Government to e<>lablish 
Tdegu as the medium ? 

SHRI C. K. JAFFER SHARIEF: 
There is already a ~chool existing with 
Telugu language and it is doing well. 

CoaiJdeatial Report of A118traliaa 
Hip Com.miesi011er 

+ 
*256. SHRI CHliTA BASU : 

SHRI RASHEED MASOOD: 
Will the Minister of EXTERXAL 

AFFAIRS be pleased to state: 

(a) whether in a recent despatch ap-
pearing in the Australian newspapers, 
the Australian High Commissioner in 
India made certain remarks about the 
functioning of the Government stating that 
a military type of Government is talked 
about in certain quarters; and 

(b) if so, details thereof and reaction of 
the Government with regard thereto? 

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS (SHRI P. V. NARASlMHA 
.RAO): (a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) An Australian daily "The Age" 
published an article by one free lance 
journalist-Laurie Oakes-on November 
6, 1 g8o, citing excerpts from the despatch 
(which was apparently leaked to Mr. 

OUea) ~mt by tbe Auttralian lligh 
Q:Mnmjssioner in New Delai-Mr. Gardta 
Noel Uptoo-to bH Foreip Office Oil 
October 3, ~~ wherein Mr. Upton is 
.Degcd to have made critical COlllllleQts 
on ·w performance of the Prime MiDiMer 
since she usumed office and alludDi to 
the poaibility of • military ~­
It ia usual for diplomats to sead dt.eir ....,__ 
ments to their Governmeo.ts on ~e ai-
tuation prevailing in the country to wbich 
they are accredited and thoe aue.-
ments are treated as coofidential. ~ 
Indian Hi~ Commiuioner in Canberra 
has been m touch with the Australian 
Foreign Office officiw. He had also 
written a letter to the Editor of "The 
Age" to show that the assessment attri-
buted to Mr. Upton was far frorn corrt'ct. 

On the 17th November, 1980, the 
Ministry of Extt-rnal Affairs in NC.w Ddhi 
were informed by tht" Df'J)artment of 
Foreign Affairs in Canbt"'rra that the 
Australian Government attached the 
greatest importantt to the relations between 
India and Australia, and that they werr-
conc~rned over n·cent devdopmcnb. 
They have since isl'ued an official pr~ 
release exp~sing tht"'ir deep regrets for 
the embarrassment \his article had caused 
in particular to thr. Prime Minister o( 
India. The Press Rr-leas(' said that tht" 
High Commis~ioncr had made dear his 
constructive concc·rn about the problerm 
facing India, as hf" saw them and his 
desire to see relations between Australia 
and India continue to develop in a positive 
way. They said it was the journalist 
who while commenting on the stolen 
report had alleged that thr Australian 
High Commissioner held Mrs. Gandhi 
"in low esteem" or ''had a Jack of r01pect 
for her". In view of the above circums-
tances, Government do not feel any 
further action is callr-d for. 

SHRI CHITIA BASU: It i~ clear 
from the reply of the Mini~ter that such 
assessments have been made by the Aus-
tralian diplomat. The reply says: 

"The Indian H~h Commissioner in 
Canberra has been in touch with 
the Australian Foreign Office 
officials. He had also written a 
letter to the Editor of 'The Age' 
to show that the assessment attri-
buted to Mr. Upton was far from 
correct.'' 

May I know from the bon. Minister what 
other steps have been taken by our Ex-
ternal Affairs Ministry to inform the 
AUitralian public about th~ real political 
situation of our country? Does it not 
signify that our External Affairs MiDistry's 
Publicity Department is not working 
~ti&factoril y abroad ? 
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SHRI P. V. NARASIMHA llAO : 
It bu nothing to do with the question. 
The qumion is in regard to an alleged 
report lent by the High CommiiDooer. 
Our HiP CornlnWoner ukcd the Aus-
traliaD F~ Office and they said: "Yes, 
it II true.' Only for thU limited 
puq101e, be BOt in touch with their Foreign 
office. So far as the newspaper in which 
thiJ was publiahed iJ concttned, he sent a 
rejoinder aaying that the content of the 
despatch attributed to the Australian 
Hish Commissioner, was wrong. Our 
High Commissioner gave his version. 

In regard to the general publicity which 
our MiNions do abroad on matters con-
nected with the Indian Government and 
ita policies and programmes, I have a 
lot of material with me. Many of our 
Misaions bring out their own publicatiom. 
I can tell the hon. Members all the de-
tails. In fact, in the Consultative Com-
mittee, I have given all these details. If 
the Members want, I can place all those 
things, the names of the journals, etc. on 
the Tabk of the House. 

DR. SlJllRAMANIAM SWAMY: 
Pleuc f("cord it that we want it. 

SHRI CHITTA BASU: Is it a fact 
that thf" way the Government of India 
is functioning today, the growing infight 
within thf' ruling party, the non-fulfilmr"nt 
of the promises made- and the consolidation 
of power ........ ( lntt'ITuptions) 

MR. SPEAKER: No, you cannot ask 
a qu("stion which docs not pertain to this 
question. 

SHRI CHITTA BASU: Lf't me frame 
the quf"stion. You cannot anticipate the 
question. 

MR. SPEAKER: I am not anticipating. 
am referring to what you arc saying. 

SHRI CHITTA BASU: You please 
listen to the actual formulation of the 
question and then you d("ride whe-ther 
it is pertinent or germane to the- question 
or not. My grouse against you is that 
before I could complf'te the formulation 
of my question, you start objecting ..... . 
(Inltmtptions) May I know whether it i~ 
a fact that the way the Government i~ 
functioning today, with the growing in-
fighting within the ruling party .... 

MR. SPE:\KER: How is it concerned 
with the question ? 

SHRI CHITTA BASU : Because of the 
non-fulfilment of promises and the conso-
lidation of power by repressive measum5 
and the general deterioration of the law 
and order situation, which may create .. 
(I~OIU) It may create an impm5-
sion in the minds of the foriegn dignitaries. 

MR. SPEAKER: That is a hypotheticaJ 
question. 

SHR.I CHIIT A BASU : H that is so, 
what corrective meuures the Govern-
ment is taking ? 

MR. SPEAKER: Not allowed. This 
question does not arise out of the maia 
question. 

SHRI CHITTA BASU : Mr. Uptoa 
made an assessment and it waa Mr. 
Upton's right to communicate it to his 
Government. My apprehension is that 
the ether diplomats in India can have 
the same impression, unless the govern-
ment is functioning effectively; is it not a 
fact. 

MR. SPEAKER Not allowed. 

SHRI CHIITA BASU : How do you 
aay this question does not arise out of the 
main question ? If you say that, then I 
am satisfied. I want your ruling as to 
how you have come to thic; conclusion 
that this qurstion dof'S not arise out of thf' 
main question. 

MR. SPEAKER: Not allowed. 

SHRI CHIITA BASU: Is that the 
only remark that you han· to make ? 

DR. SCBRAMAI'"aAM SWAMY: 
The entire controversy is about what the 
Minister has described as an allusion to 
military take oyer in this country. I do 
not know what the exact words are, 
bf·cause he said "alluding". I want th~ 
Minister to inform me exactly what the 
High Commissioner said. 

My view is that the whole matter could 
ha\'e been taken up with quiet diplomacy. 
It is the spokesman of the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs who brought it to the 
notice of the Indian press that such a 
report has been published in an obscure 
newspaper and then it was published in 
our country, and that has led to this con-
troversy. Would it not have been more 
opportune, better, to have taken it up 
quietly with the Australian Government, 
if you consider Indo-Australian relations 
are of paramount importance, and get it5 
regreat, rather than this procedure of in-
forming the Indian press through the 
spokesman of the External Affairs Mi-
nistry ? 

SHRI P. V. NARASIMHA RAO: 
About the fint part of the question. 
Mr. Upton said : 

"In the absence of an effecth·e alter-
native to Mrs. Indira Gandhi". 

It so happens that he has not spared 
anyone. 
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DR.. SUERAMANIAM S\\'AMY: It 
it a stupid comment. 

SHRI P. V. NAR.ASIMHA 
It aaya: 

R.Ao::: 

"In the ahlence of an effective 
alternative to Mrs. Gandhi, the 
pr~ct of military take OV('r 
waa being openly ai~ in some 
quarten, although he (Mr. Upton 
b.imself) felt that the present gene-
ration of anny leadership is strongly 
opposed to it. It waa in this con-
text that Mr. Upton ventured the 
opinion that it (namely, military 
take over) cannot be ruled out 
in the long run." • 

This is how he put it. I do not havr to 
makt" any conun<"nt on that. 

Coming to th<" sf'cond part, it so happens 
that this was takf'n up as quietly as th<" 
hon. Member suggrsts; nothit-.g less qui("t 
than what he has suggt"stcd. Our High 
Commissioner quit"tly went to the Foreign 
Office, ht" quietly askt"d them whether this 
is correct, ... because it was obviouslv on 
the basis of a leak._a leak could be ri.ght, 
a leak could be wrong. Therrfon·, it was 
not proper for him or it would not have 
been proper for him, to do anything 
before he checked the veracity of what 
appeared in the pap<'r. Ht" was told that 
it was ccrrect. Then, he equally quietly 
wrote a letter to the paper whert"in he 
refuted whatever was contained in the 
earlier r~port. Ht"rt" it is quitf' possible 
that our spokesman was askt"d by some 
pressman and therefore, he could n(•t 
have suppr<'sst"d it. Tht're is no question 
of his going out of the way. Even othn. 
wise, it is necessary to clarify matters 
when such a thing has appeared and has 
become the subject matter of controversy 
-I mav also add in this connection that 
all this. came out as result of a local 
controvrrsv in Australia. \Ve m cd not 
go into tha·t, but I can assure the House 
that the reporto; in regard to the contro-
versy have also appeared in the newspapers. 
Therefore, it was not so much a direct 
leakage or a direct report bzsf'd on the 
report of their High Commissioner, but 
it also had some other overtones of a con-
troversy within that country. Therefore, 
in this context it was not wrong on the 
part of our spokesman to have referred to 
it because there was nothing to suppress 
in it. 

PROF.t K. K . ..,TEWAR.Y : I would 
like to know from the hon. Minister 
whether it is a fact that following the 
publication of thiJ so-called leakage, Mr. 
Atal Bihari Vajpayee, an hon. Member ot 
this Howe, came out in open support of 
the aaessment of the report sent by the 
Australian High Co.au:niaioner here in 

India. Ia it a feet that acme foreign r.a-
tionals in India are in colh:aion with 10111e 
reactionary and· fascist ekrr.er.u in th<" 
country and they are engagt'd in deata· 
biliAtion .... 

(I~) 

MR. 5PEAKl:.R : N'o. It is sll right. 

1 ~~OF. :K. K. TEWARY : Sir,: the 
MmlJtt'r has to rt'ply to this. 

SHRI P. V. NARASIMHA RAO : 
In ITgard to Mr. Vajpayf'e's st~tt"mrnt, 
I have nothing to s:..y. He- has agt'f't'd 
with what all Mr. Upton has sa~. So, 
any one could draw his own conclusions. 
I have nothing to adrl . . i 

PROF. K. K. TEWARY :Mr. Speaker, 
Sir, I would like to know wht'tht'r it is a 
fact that Mr. Vajpay<"<' issu<"d a statement 
in support of thct assessme-nt. 

MR. SPEAKLR :Mr. Tcwary, he has 
already replied. 

SHRI P. V. NARASIMHA RAO: 
I said that Mr. Vajpayee has agrt"r·d with 
the contents of tl1c rcport, naturally with 
all the contents <Jf thr rt'port. It is for 
anyonr· to draw the C< ' r,clusiom. 

SHRI CHAI\DRAJIT YADAV : 
Anyhow, iris a matter of satisfr<ction that 
the Australi;m Gov<'n · n~< nt ha~ < >.rn sst d 
ita regrf't, and I think the Minisit:'r was 
also right tP s<'y that ;. uy accrnlitc<.~ dip-
lomat is within his right to scr.d his;: SSI'sr-
mcnt. But the serious matt<. r is, how 
this report h;:.g got ke::1r d cut tl 1 r<', hr .\\ 
the rt'port <,f the diplc mat lnk< d <'t.t. 
How W2!. it possiLlc ? Did the Govnn-
ment take up this matter with thr An-
tralian G<.!v<·n ,mcnt to fmc\ <>ut \\heth<.r 
they will make ~ny ir.qtliry <•s to wht ther 
there wz.s any dclil.Jerate e::.tt< mpt <.;n the 
part of anyboGy in the Foreign Mini~tJy 
of Australia to leak < ut this rq:c.rt pn·-
posefully to damLgc the image of b,di<.? 

Ancthcr thing is, I <Jm sorry that tht' 
Minister hcs said, after rc·<><~ing out th' t 
portion frcm assessment: 'I have no com-
ment to make'. I want to say that India 
1aving a very lo11g tradition of natiLnal 
movement whae people have been fully 
involved at all stages, I can say that Indian 
democracy in spite:: of all difficulties, is 
taking strong roots and there fore, thc.re 
is no danger or ar1y kind of mili tc:.ry rule. 
The Minister should not say that he haa 
no observati<.n to make on this. 

SHR.I P. V. NARASIMHA RAO: 1 
m sorry this has been misinterpreted. 

I was not on the point of answering Mr. 
Upton. I only aaid within quotes what 
he haa written lx'cause the hon. ~.en.l:er 
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w.anted to know what wa written on tbat 
particular matter'. I have jutt said what 
wu written within quotes. If it iJ a ques-
tion of antWering him, J can certain1y 
answer point by point. I need not to do 
it becau~e my High CoDlllliuioner haa 
already done it. 

SHR.I CHANDR.AJIT Y.ADAV : 
The High Conuni.tsioner has done it, 
but you are replying to questions in the 
highest forum of the nation. Y<>u should 
also say if there iJ any foundation. 

SHR.I P. V. N AR.A~i;IMH>\ R.AO : 
If it i• a question of commenting 
on what Mr. Upton aa.id, I refute 
everything that he hall said because 
everything is bated on mis-information, 
mitcalculation and wrong a.SoSetllment. 
That is, of course, there, but the point is 
that t'u· question is about something 
t":lte. So, I confine my:telf to answering 
the point that Wall Mked and not'ling 
more. 

~h far a~ t'le ot11er p~int rais~rl by tht": 
hon. Member is concerned. on this very 
q1.1estion uur High C Jmmi.ssioner, quietly 
ag.&in, m \de enquiries and he was told 
C\tegoric.llly th1t it w.&s not a ddiberate 
le 1k, and th'lt their Foreign Oflice was not 
resp::>nsible for this. 

sfr'ferr Sffqr m~ : ~ 
~~ Jro ~lffi"r ~ fef) \;f) f<q)i 
'ill~r~~., ~~?.•< ;r ~ ~~ m 
~ tR .- ~me f1fi'lfT ~ 
~ an1: it lRT ~~ t Sl fij f'1ftl 
;r ~« ~ cit ~ ? 'fliT ~ iffif 
~ ~ ~ ~ flif'1~~ ~'fit ~ 
iT~ 'l ~ t Cf\roJT ~ .•• 

~~~ ~)~ : Pro ~ I 

'Jf)$f:tr srf1r.rr if't!f:t : itU tt~ 
~ ifiT ~ oaft ~ rorr I 

~"" ~~ : ~, fW lit ~ 

f1:r o 'l11f I 

SHRI NIREN GHOSH : You said 
that the Aul&ralian Governmeot have 
stated th"!.t it W.l.S not a deliberate leak, 
that on enquiry you were told so. Are 
you utisfied wi.th this reply ? How can 
it be ? Hss the Australian Government 
COnducted any enquiry into this ? 

MR. SP.EAQ'R. : He has .t.aady 
replied. 

SHIU NIRBN GHOSH : D • Y"* fllink 
that in this vast m.dti-national C0111ltry., 
there can be a m:.litary takeover ? 

MR. SPEAKER :He has already replied 
to tba t qucation. 

.n ~(«'ftif : ~ ~. 
~ 1!* ~~?ie<l ~ i1'T ~ 
ron- ~ ~ ~ ~ 't''iil\ill< 
~ 

qifRl it ~ .-m iff'( am: wr 
~~~~~*'U\i~ 
~it~~ I 

as~ q~~ : lf~ ~1\i ~ '1ft 
~I 

~r •~~r~i~ : ~ ~ 
~~~~~~~ctl' 
f~Cf4lf<€t CfiT ~ ~ I ~ 1l ~ 
~~ri~~trr~ ~ 
~ ~ m it lf~ iJTif ~ ~ 
fCfi the majority of the Indian people h:we 
v:Jted for Mrs. Gandhi and h;1ve gryt 
faith in her. 

(•Q'Trf) 

~~~~ff~l~?t' 
~~~~it if~­
~'f~Rctft~!lf~~~ I 

~ 1l ~ ~ rn ~ \if1'fVl1' 
~~~~~\;f) ~qft ~ 
~ ~ it if~I«H1d ~ ~~ ~ 
1l ~ ~ it ~ if~HI~d ..:> 

~ ~~ em ~ ~ CfiT ;rr;r-
m r~ ~ cnfiRr ~ ~ 
(t1f~) 
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- tJtA ,•M ,U. 
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the majority of the Indian people have 
vo~d for Mn. Gandhi and have got faith 
in her. 

•••• (~~J) 
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[(~,t;J) - r ~oo.4 ~~ ~' i. 
· .{ ·".. . SPEAKER : Next quejtion. 

• 2 58. "' ~ -.;t Wlltt : ifqT 

~ ~ ~ ~ ttt fi'qT ~it ~ : 

(iYl) ;p.rr ~ ~Mf"'~tq, tsso 
if~-~~~~~­
~t; 

(v) ~ ~~ 61 em ~ ~­

~ fifilrr tTliT ~ ; ~ 

(~) ~ 1tiT ~ if ;p.n· 
~~'tw~itil~t? 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS AND IN 
THE DEPARTMENT OF PARLIAMEN--
TARY AFFAIRS (SHRI MALLIKAR-
JUN): (a) and (b) The lndi2n Railways 
Act is being revised with a vitw to bringing 
it in line with the pre!tt"nt day circums-
tances. 

(c) The Draft Railways Bill for amen-
ding the existing Indian Railways Act 
will be introduced in Parliament as soon 
as the review is completed •. 

'lf ~ mT: ~-.. 
~, - ~ n•tsalilll< ·t ftl1t 
~~~~~~~ 
it 11)(1' t fila The IDdian R.ail~ 
Act is being reviled with a view 
to brin1ina it in line with the present day 
clrcumstancet.' 
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