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SHRI A. B. A. GHANI KHAN

CHAUDHURI: We have no scheme
like that. 1f the State Government
approaches u> on this, we will consider
it symnathencally.

st o faww qTEET: W WON &

SHRI A. B. A. GHANI KHAN
CHAUDHURI: As 1 said, we do not
have any scheme ’ ke that. But if the
State Government approaches us, the
Central Government will certainly con-
sider it.

SHRI A. B. A, GHANI KHAN
CHAUDHURI: As I have already
said, we do not receive any reports from
the State Governments. The Central
Governm-nt dors not provide any funds
The C'ntralGovernment does not have any
schem= Lk« that. But if the State Gov-
ernment approaches us, we will certainly
consider it,
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MR. SPEAKER This question has
already been answered.

SHRI CHANDRA SHEKHAR
SINGH: 1 would like to draw the
attertion of the hon. Minister to the
statementlaid on the Table of the House
in reply to this specific Question. It
does not indicate whether any rehabili-
tation measure has been undertaken in
respect of these villages. I would also
like to draw the attention of the hon.
Minister to the factthat this problem
has arisen in this area because of the
construction of the railway bridge at
Mokama. In view of this, would the
Government of India give us an assu-
rance that it would take interest not
only in the scheme for anti-erosion work
and rehabilitation work but also give
financial support to this scheme.

GHANI KHAN

I have alrcady ex-

SHRI A. B. A.
CHAUDHURI
plained that.

Increase in Price of Coal after
Nationalisation

*191. SHRI SATISH AGARWAL:
Will the Minister of ENERGY AND
IRRIGATION AND COAL be picased
to state on how many occasions since
nationalisation the price of coal was
raised and what percentage increase in
the prices of coal has been effected since
nationalisation ?

THE MINISTER OF ENERGY AND
IRRIGATION AND COAL (SHRI
A.B.A. GHANI KHAN CHAUDHURI):
The price of coal has been increased
thrice since its nationalisation. The
increase in the pit head price of coal
after the last price revision with effect
from 17-7-1979, as compared to pit
head price at the time of nationalisation
of coal industry is 170%.
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SHRI SATISH AGARWAL: Des-
pite an increase of 170 per cent over the
of coal which was alent at the

time of nationalisation, what does the
Government propose to do to remove
inefficiency and corruption in the Coal
India and increase its efficiency and
stablise the prices of coal and make it
available to the country at lower prices?

SHRI A.B.A. GHANI KHAN
CHAUDHURI: It is not only a question
of inefficiency or corruption, this or that.
I would like the hon. Members to con-
sider how the prices have gone up. For
example, [ would like to give you a few
illustrations. The wage increase has
been three times, an increase of 200
per cent,

Then, there is increase in power
tariff. If we consider the increase
in purchase of instruments like dumpers,
the increase is 459,. For shovels the
increase is 35% ; for draglines the increase
is 200%. All this increase has been
there. And whenever there has been a
revision of price of coal, there has always
been an unremunerative price given
(taterruptions).

SHRI SATISH AGARWAL: Is it
not a fact that the losses of Coal India
have reached an all time high of 400
creres? If so, what does the Government
propose to do to bring down the losses
of Coal India?

MR. SPEAKER: He says the coal
prices have gon* high and Coal India
has suffrred a huge loss. Are you trying
to bring 1t down?  (suterruptions).

SHRI A B.A. GHANI KHAN
‘CHAUDHURI: Basically, the pro-
duction was hampered and was not,
what he calls ‘up to the planned level of
production’. This could not be acheived
simply because there were certain con-
straints. One was that of power. Then,
another constraint was labour trouble

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: Whose
doing is it? (interruptions).

MR. SPEAKER: He is talking of
the past; not the present.

SHRI A.B. A, GHANI KHAN
CHAUDHURI : The third was diesel,
etc etc  'We are trying to solve these
problems and youcan see, Mr. Speaker,
Sir, that in the month of January and
the month of February, therc has already
been more production of 200 million tons
each month than what the Janata Govern-
ment did. What actually happened
after the nationalisation period is that,
up to 1976-77 production was going up;

then for three years the production reach-
d a stagnant level. (interruptions).
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MR, SPEAKER: Yon si¢ two
miflion tons?

SHRI A.B!A. GHANI KHAN
CHAUDHURI: Yeah,

It reached a stagnant level; production
could not be stepped up. Now we are
trying to do away with the impediments.
(interruptions).

SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES :
He said in two months it was 200 million
tons more, and he repeated it. Either
he does not understand his arithmetic
or I do not know.

Why don’t you do your home-work
and come here? Wzy don’t you do
your ?homc-work and come? What is
this.

The Minister comes to the House..
(interruptions). We are not responsible
for your problems. What is this?
(¢nterruptions). There is a limit.  (inter-
ruptions).

SHRI VASANT SATHE: He said
only two million tons, not two hundred.

SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES:
You can check up from the tape. He
repeated it. He repeated twice ‘200
million tons’. (interruptions).

SHRI VASANT SATHE He said

‘two’,

SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES:
He said ‘two’ hundered  mulhion’.
(§nterruptions).

MR. SPEAKER: Please, order!

Take your seats (interruptions).

SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES
Ministers come and treat the House as
though this were a kind of kindergarten. o
(interruptions).

MR. SPEAKER : Please, order;
please take your scats. (interruptions).

1 will take note of these proceedings and
see what hasbeensaid. Thisis a recorded
thing.

Please, order

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: The
tape should be preserved, Sir. The
tape should be preserved  (interruptions).

MR. SPEAKER: Please, no! 1
will check it. (énterruptions). Nothing
more should be said about this thing,
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JER1 JOTIRMOY BOSU:  Thi
er 18 c
House. This is oneyfuniliu thing. .
(Intsrruptions).

MR. SPEAKER: I have got the re-
cord with me. I have got the sicord.

you cannot bully,

Please, order now! (Interruptions).
What are youjtrying to do? (Interruptions).

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Bhatia.

SHRI R.L. BHATIA: May I know
from the hon. Minister. . (Interruptions).

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Bhatia will ask
his question

SHRI R.L. BHATIA: May I know
from the hon. Minister whether it is
a fact that, due to the revision of the
price of coal, the production of coal
incrcased  before 19777 And what
is the position after 1977? If it is less,
please tell us the causes why the pro-
duction went down.

SHRI A.B.A. GHANI KHAN
CHAUDHURI: As I have' said, upto
1977, the production was increasing.
After that, for three years, the produc-
tion reached a stagnant level. There
was no improvement in  production.
{Interruptions).

MR. SPEAKER: Let him answer.
He is answering. Don’t interrupt him.

SHRI A.B.A. GHANI KHAN
CHAUDHURI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, only
in January-March, it will be about ten
million tonnes per month increase;
during these two or three months, it will
be ten million tonnes increase. . (Interrup-
tions).

MR. SPEAKER: Three months?

SHRI A.B.A. GHANI KHAN
CHAUDHURI: Yes; three months.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: Will
the hon. Minister kindly tell us after

carefully studying the documents—it will

take a little time—since nationalisation. .
{Interruptions).

MR. SPEAKER: Only a supple-
mentary question.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: I am
an ignorant respresentative from the
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dark continent of eastern India. . (I

tions). Will the hon. Minister kindly
tell us, since nationalisation of coalunines
till today, how many times the prices gof
coking coal and other varieties of coal
have been increased and by what amount
cach time?

7

SHRI A.B.A. GHANI KHAN
CHAUDHURI: The revision has been
thrice as follows: on 1-4-1974 when ave.
rage pit-head price of coal was increased
from Rs. 37-50 to Rs. 47-50 per tonne,
an increase of Rs. 10/- per tonne; in
other words, the increase wis 266 per
cent,  Again, on 1-7-1977 when
the average pit-head price of coal was
ncreased from Rs. 47:50 to Rs. 6490
per tonne. (Interruptions). Again on
17-7-1979 when the average pit-head
price of coal was increased from Rs. 64 g0
to Rs. 10110 per tonne. But even in
this matter—there was an increase ; you
can see it from here—even there, the cost
of production was taken..

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: Ihave
not asked that question.

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Panika.

SHRI AB.A. GHANI KHAN:
CHAUDHURI : Sir, on¢ minute. [ am
Surprisel to see the champion of the
public  sector has to-day become®*

Interruptions.
SHRI  JYOTIRMOY BOSU:#**

SHRI CHANDRAJIT YADHAV:
He must withdraw this. This is a very
serious insinuation aboutan hon. Member.
If any hon. Member asks a question, he
calls him*#

He must withdraw.

MR. SPEAKER: No, no, I will not
allow it,

SHRI  CHANDRAJIT YADAV:
Can he call a member:®*®  because he
asks a question? He |must withdraw
it.

MR. SPEAKER: Casting asper.
sions will not be allowed.

SHRI CHANDRAJIT YADAV:
Are you going to expung it?

MR. SPEAKER: VYes.
Mr. Panika.

s*Expunged as ordered by the Chair.
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SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: If1I
call him*® is 1t unparliamentary?

MR. SPEAKER: Please don’t do
it Panika. . whatever s said

without my permission, will not be
recorded.

SHRI A.B.A. GHANI KHAN
CHAUDHURI: During the Janata
regime the production reached a stagnant

level. .

AN HON. MEMBER: The price
also increased.

SHRI A.B.A. GHANI KHAN
CHAUDHURI: There was no increase—
till we came to power. We made some
headway. Sir, I do not have the figure
about these two periods—during the
Janata period what was the loss and
during our period what was the gain?

SHRI A K. ROY: It is a very im-
portant question and you know that the
price-hike was the last gift of the last
Ministry in its last days which affected
both the people and also the core indus-

tries.

1 would like to know from the Minister
as to what is the impact of this price-raise
on the core industries of the country,
mainlv, the steel, power and cement
industries, .

AN HON. MEMBER: Alo the
fertiliser industry.

SHRI A.K. ROY: S-:coadly, I would
lik> to know through you. Distribution
15 012 of the biggest scandles in the Coal
India Ltd. 1 want to know whether the
Minister proposes to have a public dis-
tribution system of coal at the controlled
and fixed prices especially for the rural
people of India.

MR. SPEAKER: How does all this
question come from this?
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~ SHRI AK. ROY: It comes, Sire
impact of price-rais¢ o different commo-
dities, While increasing the price, the
Ministry must have taken into considera=
tion the impact on the common people,
its impact on the core industries, etc.
So I wyould like to know what will be
its mgv;.ct on the core industries,

SHRI A.B.A. GHANI KHAN
CHAUDHURI: 1 cannot answer,

SHRI A.K. ROY: My sccond point

is,

MR. SPEAKER: No, no. You
cannot enlarge the scope of the _question.

SHRI CHANDRAJIT YADAV:
This is regarding the fall in the produc-
tion of coal.

}.want to know whether the hon.
Minister is aware of the factthat our steel
mills have a coal stock of as low as two

days only. On an average they should
have a coal stock of minimum 10 days

but from 2 weeks to 3 weeks, .

MR. SPEAKER: Does it come from
this question ?

SHRI CHANDRA]JIT YADAV:
gccause the coal production has gone
own, .

MR. SPEAKER: It has gone up
now.

(Interruptions)

SHRI CHANDRAJIT YADAV:
Speaker is there, 'Why are you shouting?
(Interruption)

MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Barot, why are
you standing? Pleuse sit down.

SHRI CHANDRAJIT YADAV: 1
want to know this. I want to know from
the hon. Minister whether he will assure
this House that the steel mills of the
country will not be allowed to fall short
of the coking coal requirements. Will
the Minister assure this House that they
willnot face any difficulty due to shortage

of coal?

MR. SPEAKER: Due to shortage of
coal.

SHRI A.B.A. GHANI KHAN
CHAUDHURI: At the present moment
itisnot possible tosay anything definitely.
We are trying to do our bestin thisregard.
As hon. Members are aware, there is the
question of power shortage. Other
factors are also there. We are trying to
resolve these difficulties. Let us see.

_—

eeBxpunged as ordered by the Ch air.





