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(b) The Central Teamg visited the
drought affected States and on the
basis of their assessment of the re-
quirements of the States ceiling of
expenditure of Rs. 640 lakhs during
1979-80 and Rs, 1001 lakhg during
1980-81 have been approved for cattle
relief,

(c) In July, 1979, ie, right at the
beginning of the drought period, de-
taileq guidelines were issued to the
States. This was followed by a meet-
ing of the State Directors of Animal
Husbandry of the drought affected
States convened in November, 1879
and detailed action points were
drawn up for mitigating the effects
of drought on Livestock. The guide-
lines and action points include inter
alia setting up of cattle camps,
arranging dry fodder, forest grasses,
damaged ‘foodgraing and groundnut
extraction at reasonable prices, cul-
tivating drought resistant wvarieties
of fodder and grass through various
promotional schemes, providing health
cover and preparation of contingency
plans.

Olilseeds Production

*210, SHRI P. K. KODIYAN: Will
the Minister of AGRICULTURE be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the
production of edible oilseeds in the
country is stagnating for the last few
years;

(b) if so, what are the details of
the production of oilseeds during the
last three years; and

(¢) what measures are being taken
for raising edible oil seeds produc-
tion?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICUL-
TURE AND RURAL RECONSTRUC-
TION (SHRI BIRENDRA SINGH
RAO): (a) No, Sir. Despite fluctu-
ation jn the production of edible oil-
seeds in recent years, the trend has
been slightly upward. ~
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(b) The production o edible oil-
seedg hag been 75.7, 85.9 and 9L7
lakh tonnes during the three years
1976-T7, 1977-78 and 1978.79 respec-
tively., For 1979-80, estimates of oil-
seeds production are not yet avail-
able put, on current assessment, there
is likely to be 5 decline over the level
of the previous year,

(c) The following steps are being
taken to increase the production of
oilseeds:—

(i) Under Centrally sponsored
scheme for oilseeds, an intensive
programme is under implementation
in ninety districts, Among other
things, the scheme aims at demons-
trations on farmers’ fields stren-
gthening of seed production
arrangements, expansion of plant
protection measureg and training
for farmers and extension workers:

(il) In addition, States are un-
dertaking oilseeds development pro-
grammeg from their own funds;

(iii) Increasing the area wunder
short duration varieties of oilseeds
through catch cropping and inter
cropping; and

(iv) Intensification of research
efforts.
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