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'Cl'ores anti: of th'e Agrieult{lre: · ··Reftn;;. 
anee anq.·:: Dev~loptnent .. : ... '(~.~rpoartion · 
will be Rs. 14.03 crores. The World 
EJnk. will , proyi~e loari· . · ~ssistance o.f 
Rs. 17.2 crores' which is reflected ··. in · 
the ARDC/State · ~Government's share 
of the cost of the Project. 

PJ~T 'I'~ "W'(t( Wpl ·: ;rr;<fCf~ . 
~ ~ ;r ~ t fit;' ~ if;. ' ~ 
~ Rlft ~ CFTlf ~ ~ tnrr ~ tr~ ~· 
~ ~~m ~~felt ~s~r(f)T 
~~Ft I it~~~f~ 
fq-~ ~~~Cf\tlf~F ~? 

SHRI R. V. SWAMINATHAN: It 
l~as been decided to ha:\Ye hatcheries 
in the States of Bihar, Madhya Pra-
desh, Orissa, U.P. and West Bengal. 
The :location Of the hatcheries is being 
left to the States. States are now 
finalising if; when they report to us 
it will be taken into coosiderati·Jn. 

~') ¥ft~- "~"(11: '"~ : it 
~ ~~~~fifi n~f~ 
-~ ~~pl ~?' ~ ~ 
~~~~pr~? 

SHRI R. V. SWA:MINATHAN: So 
far ae I know J no expenditure has 
been made; it is only in t~e beginning 
F-tage, It wfll be located very s()on. 
YJ.'hc area where it is to be located, 
that is left to the States. States are 
finalising it and will send a · report 
very soon; it will be finalised . ve.ry 
soon. 

'lf ~~~ -~t •. 
.,.,.'1~1'"4-ct-~, ·~· • . ·~ . ~ .·~· ··§'11" 
l '• ... 

... . ·~"" . ·. 'lN ... ' ·~ 
~ · ~ .. ~ ·mt 1 

. ·_SJiRI ~APUS,AHB:B P.A)tt1LEIW: .. 
Tl'l~.· a~w·~~· :.mtmti~ th~t :tb~ .proj~t 
hbs · eommenced . from lst. April 1980. 

,·· 1 

Nine n,onths have ·· pass~d but · the 
~tlriister .says thaf ~the : locations ··have ·.· 
n~t . yet beeo fixed. (a) Then. what 
exactly js the m.eaning ()f saying· that 

· the proJect had ·already cominenced · 
from · 1st · April 1180? (b)' 1·· want tb. 
know whether any criteria have been 
laid down by the : govern.ment · fOr ' fix· 
ing the locations .·of the project aztd 
(C) why has the govemment exclUded 
Maharas:1tra and whether the Govern~ · · 
mtnt will consider. establishing · the · 
project at Ratnagiri in Mabara.shtra. 
·which has been exporting fish worth 
crores of rupees, will they seriously 
consider this? · 

THE MINISTER OF AGRICUL;,. 
TURE AND RURAL RECONSTRUC .. .. 
jiON AND IRRIGATION. · (SHRl 
BIRENDRA SINGH RAO): These 
projects have in fact, been prepared· 
by the States and money has to come 
fro1n outside, from World Bank. So 
far as the Government of India is 
coacerned, we have decided that V~-Ye 
shall meet our share to the extent :of 
R~. 7.91 c:rores. S~mething will be 
contributed by the States themselves. 
'fhe rest has to come from outside. 
Fn~ t! State~ have entered into an ag-
recJnent for this purpose, and if Maha-
rashtra State. did not come .forward 
for this purpose we can't help it. The 
fivf~ States that have taken up this 
projEct are Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, 
Odssa, Uttar Pradesh and West Ben-
gal. Actually, it is these five States 
\vhjch have taken a Jot of interest in 
the devel•.:lpment of inland fisheries 
and their production at present is also 
substantial and w~ want to further 
increase the production in these States. · 
That is why we have accepted . the 
proposals from these States. 

Price. index of Potato and its prodpc.~ · 
tion · · 

. *401. S~RI KRISliNAr . CHANDR"'A . ·. 
~/tLDER,.: . Wil1 .the Minister- . of AG·- · . . 
RYCU~TUJl.E be pleASed; to sta~e{ ; .. ·.· .. · .. . 

<a) what is the wholesale prlee ind~.:·: · 
' of totat\les .· a·gainst··. ··.the . :awl-are ,: of /, '· ... 
1979•80 ·= 100~87 (base 1970..:7t)'f and'~ 

,.·. 



li · .~ECEMBE~ ~5., 1980 · .Oraz Answers 12 

G:.b) the· prQcluction~· ot ~J-otato~.' dur- . 
ing' the .b~S,t three . ye~s,. ( y~r-wise >: ? 

'tHE MiNISTER OF .. STATE IN THE 
· MINISTR.Y OF AGRICULTURE . AND 
RURAL .. RECONSTRUCTION (SHRI 
R. 'l. SWAMINATHAN); (a) The 
average wholesale price index of 
potat0es. for. the period April to Nov-
ember, 1980 was 209.~ as against 100.7 
during 1979-80 (April-March). 

(b) The all-India productfon of po-
tak> 'vas estimated at 71.71 lakh ton-
nes in 1976-77, 81.35 lakh tonnes in 
197-~ -78 and 101.25 lakh tonnes in 
1978-79. Firm Estiinafes for .. I979-80 are 
not jiet available. However, prelimi-
nary estimates are between 85 and 90 
fakh tonnes. 

SHRI KRISHNA <...~ANDR~\ 1-IAL-
DER: In reply to part (b) the Minis-
ter has said that 'Firm. Estimates fo~· 
1979-80 are not yet available'. The 
financial year ends on the 31st March 
and eight months have already passed, 
still the Government have not yet 
be~!afl able to supply · the actual pro~ 

duction figures Of potatoes during th2 
year 1979-80. It shows the callousness 
cf the .Agriculture Ministt:r regardin!~ 
questions. Sir, is it not a fact that po .. 
tato production was lower by · 25 per 
cent because the growers did not gei 
r(':muner.ative prices? What steps are 
Gov~rntnent going to take to ensure 
remunerative prices to the consumer:; 
~t the beginnin,g of the season? 

THE MINISTER OF AGRICUL-
TURE .AND RURAL RECONSTRUC-
TION AND IRRIGATION (SHRI 
BIR.F~NDRA SINGH' RAO): Sir, as has 
been stated ·by my colleague, the 

· esti.n1ates have been given. But !t 
takes tilne to collect the actual figures 
from the States and the States in turn 
have to collect the figures down from 
the farm level to bl!~ck level and dis-
trict agrlculturat offi~es: .. 'If ls-not. pos-
sible to collect · all . t}l~ fl.gu~es lvithin 
a period of two months. This is the 
system ; and we . tried to c·~llect . the 

. f~n~m figu.rE;tS · as soon as, possible. But · 

this j~. not the oply thing; w~ tried. to. 
cotnpile farm data fPr ' evecythlng, · :fdr 
every. agricultur.al prqduce, :for thqt 
matter, including. milk . a~d poultry 
and eV&lj eggs, the number Qf eg~s . 
produt.ed. But all · these things do. 
take i.llne. I quite agree. with the hon. 
Meml.er that perhaps this time could 
be .rt?daced. We shall lo·~k into it. The 
pJ.·eli!!t~uary estimates a.lready ~tated, 
are between 85 and 90 Iakh tonnes and 
've hope it will still increase some-
what, and· it might go up to ., even H>O. 
lakh tonn.es. But we have been steeply 
increasing our potato output. The 
prices ruling in the markets at pre-
sent are quite satisfactory. There 
:should be no need for worry on that 
acco•1nt. As s..:)on as the prices slump, 
r,he Government shall take measures 
to stabilise it; 

SHRI KRISliNA CHANDRA HAL~ 
DER: 'l h~ Minister has not replied to 
tr~c Jnf't portion of my question. I want 
to point out that before l'ulting my 
second question. There ·is a wide gap. 
betwet-~n wholesale and retail prices. 
There JS significant difference between 
prices prevailirng in the producing 
area and the consuming area, even· 
after a !lowing a margin for transpor-
tation. The prices of potatoes becorr.r· 
very high after keeping it in cold 
storage. Traders and owners of colct 
:.torages create generally artificbl 
scarcit.le~. May I know whether the 
Government has any proposal for 
proper procurement and distribution 
system, so that growers can get re-
munerative price arid consumers can· 
get potatoes at a fair price? To cheek 

.. the price rise of patato, may I know 
whether the Government has any· 
proposal to nationalise the culd 
storages? 

SHRI BIRENDRA 'S.INGH RAO :. 
Government are aware of the fact that 
tn the matter Of prices of agricultural 
produce, . it is found that~ : ge~rally the-· 
prices :Jre at a low level in .the bar· 
vesting season . and later on they rlsc 
qtJit~ 1,igh and ·. parti~ulatly. in t:Qe 
tnatt:er Of vegetables and ~riahable• 
item~,. the proflt is·, pocketed' )>y· the:· 
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middlen1en~ the traders. We ate try-
lng to £-trengthen our tl'ftarite'ting or-
ganisatlnns through· rooperat.ives. We 
are also .. encouraging ·consumer move ... 
n1ents in this field .. ·We are doing all 
that we €an. ~1 quite ag:r.ee with tne 
hon. mmnber that Government should 
take further steps to see that th~ 
consumers get the produ~e all 
through the year at a reasonabl~ 
price. 

SHRI KRISHNA CHANDRA HArJ-· 
DER: I seek your protection. He si.rn-
r;l.Y .sai(l that Government shuuld tak~ 
furt~1er steps. I want a concrete ans-
"'·cr. Hegarding nationalisation of cold 
storagE·s, 1"~.~ has not answered. 

SHRI IURENORA SINGH RAO: He 
asked about nationaflsation of cold 
storages. That is not p(.!rt of the ques-
tion. At present that is not the policy 
\)~ the t~overnment to nationalise cold 
storages. We are short of cold storages 
as the .hon·. member knows and we 
want to rncourage further cold~ sto · 
rar~e ear.::acity. 

SHRI R. G. TIWAI~.I: Out of tne 
total pi:~Jduction, what is the quooti.ty 
that has been lost on ac·count of da·-
mages, as p~tato is a perishable arti-
~'1~? 

SHRI BIRENDRA SINGH RAO: I 
Hm not in a position to give figUres 
about the quantity that had rotted anrl 
the qtiantity that could be salvaged. 
It has to be a separate questiOR, but 
it will be very difficult to answer that. 

JVIH.. SPEAKER: That is . not pos--
siblk~.. Next question. 

SIIRI R. K. MHALGI: He said 
scmeth1.ng about ao:ns.umer movement. 
I want to put a question. ' 

MR. SPEAKER: You can put a se· 
parate question. There is nothing in 
this. 

MR. SPEAKER: Question 403 Shri 
A. K. Roy. 

SJ-IRI A. K. ROY: Question No. 403. 

THE· hflNISTER.·· OF E.DUCATION~ 
AN'D SOCIAL · . WELFARE (S'HRI · 
S. B. CJIA VA:N) : The major -Research 
:?rojects. continuirtg ~n th~ School ... 

" BH.RI A. K .. ROY: Sir., 1· seek your 
protection. This is the most: harmless 
a11d innocent ques.tion. And about that 
I read in the Notice Office that the in ... 
fornlation is being collect~q. and woulJ 
be laid on the Table of 'the House. 
Now just a minute before 'I was ·going 
to speak,• a detailed list was supplied 
to me. I do not think that other Mem-
be:rs b.avt:r the opportunity of seeL\g 

li' the l'ns\ver. In this way, it ,curtails. 
the scope of supplementarres. How· 
can all Of a sudden, Members ask 
supplemen taries? 

SHRI R. K. MHALGI: The ques-
tion ~h~.uld .be held over. 

SJiRI A. K. ROY: This is a verY 
1n1pottant subject concerning environ-
rnenta1 geology. (Interruptions) 

J\lR. SPEAKER: The answer has 
been IeVIsed. 

SI-IRI A. K. ROY: But I got it just( 
a minute back. _ 

THE J\rliNISTER OF AGRICUL-
TURE }\.ND RURAL RECONSTRUC-
TION h.ND IRRIGATION (SHRI 
BIRENDHA SINGH RAO): If the. 
~1o.n. Members put questions,· th:ey ar·e 
supposed to know what su.ppleme.n-
taries would arise out 'Vf that. (ln-
terruptinr"s). 

MR. SPEAKER: You just study it .. 
I wil! take it afterwards. Or if you 
vrant, he can read it. 

5HRI A. K. ROY: Let him read. 

Indian School of ·Mines 

*403. SHRI A. ~. ROY: Will the 
lVUnister Of EDUCATION AND SO-
CIAL WELFARE b·e pleased to ~S.Y 
a. st~ttetncnt showing: ·· · · 

(a) the major peSearch schemes ... and. 
devet~pm·ental · pr.ojeets ooatilltuiitg in 
the ·Indian School of Mines, Dhanbad. 




