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This has no relevance to the main 

•question.

SHB1 R. N. RAKESH; It is very re-
levant.

MR. SPEAKER: Next question.
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THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF LABOUR (SHRI 
DHARMAVIR): (a) Cn the basis of the 
information supplied by State Govern-
ments and Administrations, a state-
ment indicating the minimum rates of 
wages fixed by them for employment in 
agriculture is laid on the Table of the 
Sabha. Every effort is being made to 
ensure that the minimum wages fixed 
are actually paid to workers through 
various measures like tripartite com-
mittees at local levels and strengthen-
ing of enforcement machinery compris-
ing inspectors appointed by the State 
Governments and officials of other 
departments.

(b) In view cf the different stages of 
development in the various States and 
also in the region within the same 
Stale, varying pattern of consumption 
and cost of living, a uniform minimum 
wage is n°t considered feasible. The 
Conference of Labour Ministers in July,
1980 agreed that while absolute unifor-
mity was not possible, there should not 
be too wide a disparity.

(c> The State Government/Admi-
nistrations have been requested to im-
plement the recommendations of the 
31st Conference of Labour Ministers in 
July 1980 that minimum wages should 
be reviewed and revised, if necessary, 
once at least in 2 years or on a rise of 
50 points in consumer price index 
numbers, whichever is earlier. The 
Ministry of Labour monitors the pro-
gress of action in this regard.

Statement

Suitrmrni showing Siair-wisr minimum wages in Aifi iculuirr T«.r iin%killl«-d workers) as on 
i-j-i'*o2 as rrp'irird by State Government* 'Administaions

Name of ihr State Dale from Rates of Wages Remarks
which 
effective

Central G o v e rn m e n t 15-9-1980 Ks. 5* 10 to 7-50 according to D raft proposals for Turther
area revision wcrr notified cn

la-: :-8 i.
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A ndhra P radrfh 7-2-1981 R % J '2 3  to io -oo prr day 
arctfoding to i r r a i .

Assam • 2tf- I3- I9&I Rs. 8 ■ cjo to 9* no p rr  day w ith-
out meals or Kt. 7-00 per 
day with one meal accor-
ding to occupation.

Bihar M y . *975 •R * .4 -y j w ith o n r m eal/nasta 
in unirrigaird  areas and 
Kt. 5 00 w ith in  m*\V 
w i a  in  irrigation area*.

Draft proptnals for fu rther 
nvisiim  iu u rd  on j 4-n>- 
iqDi.

G ujarat 5-1-1976 Rs. 5-50 p rr day. Advisory G om iuitirr has 
been appointed on 
5^}*Iq Bo  to advisr fur-
ther ifv iiion  of m inim um  
wagcv

H aryana a -i- i R i 7 ■ 30 to K*. 10 i d  p rr day 
*%ith meai« «ir Kv 9 00 tn 
R t u  oo prv day according 
to type of work.

Propotab for fresh revision 
i r r  under cum idrm iafi.

H imachal Pradevh 1 - i - iq 8 i K t 7 15 p rr day.

larnm u k  Kashmir M inim um W tgrs lu v t not 
b rrn  ftird  n> u r .

Karruitaiui 2-io-i07t» Kv 3 2% to Rt. 5 &» prr dav 
arr«troing to cbtn to opr- 
rAiinn and » v |r c..f Lund

Draft prii|KHalt fur further 
re* ' 4  m inimum wages 
iH rtifudrnff i-;«i<)Ri.

K erala 1 -8-1 4*80 R». 7 45 prr dav for lifh i work 
and Rs. 9 gi> per day for ► 
hard work.

M adhya Pradrah l-l-tqR * R*. 7 00 p i 1% *prci*l ailim - 
ancr p rr day linkrd to 
CPI compiled h«tf-vraH\.

M a h a ra ^ tra 1-11-1978 R«. 4 00 tt> Rv V 5 » «i»y 
according to arrav

.\dvisory O im m iitrc  h a t 
hern criratf iiu tu ird  «m 
11-3-81 tn advise fur*

M anipur l-l 1-1980 R j 8-00 prr day

M ehgalaya • 1•3-1980 Ri. 7 50 with mid-da> mra! 
p rr day

N agaland 11-2-1981 Rv 7 on prr day State CcM. is com iilrrinft 
mi%iun *«f m inim um  
wagrv

O rin a  • D rc.. iq8r» R v 5 00 p rr clay.

Punjab 31-1-1982 Kv. 11 >00 p rr day with meal* 
or Rs. i4 *oo prr dav wit- 
out meals.

•Minimum w»grs in Bihar are fixrd in kind according to areas and types of ImmI b«* whne wage 
arc |» id  in cash choc should not be lew than those stated above.
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RajastU ai 

Sikkim 

T am il Nadu

T ripura 

U iiar P r id n h

W n i fVug<il

Ami r n n  & \ i i  tSar 
hU'Klt

A ninaclul PratlrVi 

Chsindi VlminUtration

D adia & \* p .;r  HuV \i

iX'lhi Administration

f*«a. Daman & P i *

MiiorJhi

Pondicherry

(i) Mahe &
Yanam region

(ii) Pondiehrrry & 
K \raikal 
region.

Ijtahadwrcp

1-1-1980 Rs. 6-25 to Rs. 8*oo accor-
ding to areas.

M inim um  wage* Act, 1948 
not b rrn  extended.

15-O-1979 Rs. 5«oo to Rs. 7-00 p ir  day 
according to type of opera-
tions excrpt in East Than- 
javur w hrre wagrs n*trs 
have been fixed under th r 
Ta.mil Nadu Agricultural 
Labour Fair W agrs Act,
1969-

Committee is being consti- • 
tu trd  for further revision 
of minimum wagrs.

1-12-1979 Rs. 7-00 p rr day

9-1-1981 R*. 6-50 to Rs. 8 50 p rr day
according to Zonr.

For O c t. Aduls — Rs. 9- 58 per day
198110 C h i ld -R i .  6-89 per day
Srpt. 1582

1-10-1980 Rs. 6 -50 p rr  day

M inim um  wages havr not 
b rrn  fixed so far.

28-4*1979 Rs. 7-70 tn Rs. 9-00 p rr  day Draft proposals to revise- 
with m ral or Rs. 9 -7010  minimum wages have 
Rs. 11 • 00 per day according been notified on i4 -9-
10 nature of wr rk. 1981.

i 5-4- i rJ7fi K*- 5 5°  day

i-i-iriBn R«. 9*25 p rr day

25-2-1976 R '- 4 -oo to Rs. 5-00 pfT day 
according to class of work.

Advisory Committee to 
suggest further revision 
of minimum wagrs has 
been constituted.

Delhi Administration have 
since revised M inim um  
Wages at Rs. 11 • 60 per 
day.

Draft proposal to revise 
minimum wages havr 
b rrn  notifird on C-2-81.

Fixation of minimum wa^rs 
in agriculturr is under con-
sideration.

1-5-1976 Rs.4 75to Rs. 9*00 per day 
according to areas and 

nature of work,

24-1-1981 Rs. 5-00 to Rs. 7-80 p**r day Further proposals notifird 
according to areas and fbr revision in Karaikal
nature of work. region on 12-1-1982.

There is no agricultural 
worker in the Union T erri-
tory.
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SHIU MADHA VRAO SCINDIA:
Sir the effective implementation of
ml~lrnUm wages paid to agricultural
workers affects the most needy sec-
tions of our country's population,
namely, the rural proleter iat some-
times called 'Saroaruir« varg'.

DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY: You
call them as 'proleteri at'?

SHRI MADHAVRAO SCINDIA:
You do not have a monopoly of such
terms, Dr. Swamy.

DR SUBRAMANIAM SWANIY: I
never used that term.

SHRI MADHAVRAO SCINDIA:
This is a section which is being given
priority by the Government and must
continue to receive pri-ncipal priority if
our country is to move forward in any
meaningful manner. Sir, the working
group of state Labour Ministers just a
few months ago. had recommended that
the criterion for fixing minimum wages
should be related to the basic needs of
workers at the level of poverty line as
defined by the Planning Commission.
This recommendation as accepted by
the Government will change the basis
for minimum wages introducing for
the first time a general minimum wage
formula applicable "as a general slide
rule formula to all sectors of employ-
ment. According to the Planning Com-
misslon the criteria of .... "

MR. SPEAKER Please put the ques-
tion

24
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SHRI MADHA VRAO SeIND

am coming to that. ~r, 'this is I
rmporfant question, they are the
exploited sections of our COl

popuiation.

MR SPEAKER: Put it in a q-

SHRI MADHA VRAO SCINDIi
are interested in the agrio
labour.

MR SPEAKER: I am inte res
I am also inYerested in very pe

questions.

'SHRI MADBAVRAO SCINDJ
terday you gave 25 minutes fo
question.

According to the Planning
sion' criteria based on sub'
need the minimum wage work~
Rs: -240- a month whereas m,)sj
are giving minimum wage at
varying from Rs. 4.50 to Rs, ,
day;NEich is far below this lJ
would Eke to know whether
commendations about this
lInking minimuin wages to th
needs are being considered
Government and if so, when
e~nment is going to come to 1
sion on this.

SHRI BHAGWAT JHA AZ
we fully agree that the minlm~
should relate to the needy sea
the society and we should c:oA
lay more and more stress on d
is-wny;in toe" first 20-point pr
as also in the second declare
Prime Minister, t~~_shas been]
high priority and a place or:
ance, I

'"
The only misunderstanding

hon. Member about the recor
tions of the Ministers' Confer
this. There are two classes.
the MInimum Wages Act, 19'
which there is a schedule of
merits for" which the appropria
.rnment either the Centre or 1
is empowered to announce U
mum wage. About this gener
that -you- are mentioning anc
of the wage with the price, tn
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SHRI MADHA\TRAO SCINDIA: I 
am coming to that. ~r, Tnis is a very 
unporfant question, they are the most 
exploited sections of our country's 
popUtation . 

MR. SPEAKER: Put it in :i questior.. 

SHRI IVIADHAVRAO SCINDIA: You 
are interested in the 
labour. 

IV.IR. SPEAKER: I am interested, Lut 
I am also inYerested in very pertir ~ ,,t 
questions. 

SHRI MADHAVRAO SCIND'IA: Yes-
terday you gave 25 minutes for each 
question. 

According to the Planning Commis-
sion' criteria based on subsisteEce 
need, the minimum wage works out to 
Rs: 240- a month whereas mGst States 
are giv ing min imum wage at a r ate 
varying from Rs. 4.50 to Rs. 6.50 per · 
day wfilch is far below this level. I 
wo uld IIke to };:now whether the re-
commendations about this formula 
linking minimui:n wages to the basic 
needs _ a re being considered by the 
Government and if so when the Gov-
ernment is goillg to c~me to the deci-
siop. ori t his. 

SHRI BHAGWAT JHA AZAD: Sir, 
we fully agree that the minimum wage 
should relate t o t he needy section of 
the society and we should con1.inue to 
lay more and more stress on this. That 
is \'lhy ;in tne· first 20-point programme 
as also in the second declared by the 
Prime Minister, this has been given a 
h igh priOnty an(l. -a place of import-
ance. 

The only misunderstanding of the 
hon. Member abou t the recommend::i-
tions of the .Ministers ' Conference is 
this. There are two classes. One is 
the Mlnimum Wages Act, 1948 under 
which there is a schedule of C'mploy-
ments for . which the appropri :~te Gove-
:rnment either the Centre or tlle State 
is empowered to announce the mm1-
mum wage. A bout this general wage 
that ·y ou- are mentioning and linking 
of the wage wfth the price, t11e Labour 

rvr"!nrstefs thought that there were 
large number of employments whici1 
were not under that schedule. Th0se · 
are not under t he 217 iU the State or 
the Central list. But there are actua1- · 
ly a large n umber of empioymeuts not 
covered by the schedule. They ha\·e 
said that for thClse-wiio are below the 
poverty line , their wages and ecirnings., 
generaily should be uniform in the 
country. At least, it should be one and'; 
should not be below that. That is one · 
important thing to which we agree anci. 
that- ls wny-;--we propose that apart 
from the di fferent States havmg the 
authority to annou_!!.ce a mi?timum : 
wage or revi se it -after two yC;ars or · 
after rise of every 50-points of con--
sumer price index, there should be a . 
concept of general minimum wbge for 
employments not in the schedule 
which should not be below what fhe · 
P lanning Commission has fixell. '!'hat 
is the recommendation and for that, . 
we are bringing forward a Bill to am-
end the Minimum Wages Act '.vhere 
we can provide this. This is an inr -
portant recommendation and I attach .. 
importance to this. 

' ' SHRI ~IUKUNDA MANDAL: You 
are aware that the -agricultural work- · 
ers are unemployed for more than nine 
months in a year. And because of their.-
9 months' unemployment in a year, . 
they fall into the trap of the land own-
ers in the villages. The land owners · 
used to pay less wages to the agricul- . 
tural workers. In view of this, I want 
to know from the hon. Minfster if the 
Government will provide unemploy- · 
m ent r elief to the agricultural workers 
and create a welfare fund from which 
they will be given medical relief, 
housing facilities pension facilities 
etc.? This welfar~ fund would benefit 
them. Is the Government interested 
in creating such a fund and at the 
same time, is it interested to give un- . 
employment relief to the agricultural _ 
workers? 

SHRI BHAGWAT JHA AZAD: It is: 
true that in a year after the harvest- . 
ing or the cultivati~n season is over,. 
the agricultural labours in the viUages; 
of Ind.ia are partly unemployed. This. 
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-is true and we all know that. That is
-why, we propose that whatever maxi-
mum we can do from our side should

-be done.

About unemployment relief etc.,
though we wish to do it at present,
Sir, it is very difficult to think in these

-terms due to the magnitude of the
_problem.

~ m ~ ~ ~: +!T;r;:ftl:.[
- OfUf~ ~ I ~;;IT ~ m-.r.fhr
- ~ \;ft ¥TU m-r 'llIT ~ I ~ ~,r
- ~ rii '<mf ~ lfl.T ~ ~ Ill: fon
- ctilifl<fi1<~ ~ c.fi~ ~ ~ ~~
- ~ lfl.T r +r+fi ~ ,,! fCfi =n:?'-<:? , ~ Q ~"..,

-chc ~ CfiT '1T+f ~ ~ I

(&1CI'~)

~ 3fUf~ ~, 1f-.f <fm -(
-~ ?;G1fCROq ~ f+r;:;r-~ ~ I
"lf~ .r ~ 1-1-82 ~ m~ fcnl:.fT
-'fl:.fT~, ~ ~ If<:~ ~~!

. -~ ~, 1:!;CRO c.fi~ ~ W -;;mi'
(I ~ c.fir~~.l~~

-.fm;rffi ~ I ijf m ~ +t- ~~
-.Cfi'T~l~~'~m~~~, ~
'ftrm;f ~ ~ or¢r ~ ~ ~
-~ ~ fm;f<ft ?

~~~~:arWe,1
-~, If<r ~T -( 3Th n ~Cfi1~
t~ ~ for; arf~ ~ ~ ~ rf{{-
'.00 ~ 31"Kf ~ ~ ~ of ~ ~ fer.
"1IDiT1If ~ Gfi'T Cfl.IT fp;;fq ~~ I 1f-l.
w ~ Cfi'Tf<fmmrr 31i'-< ~ q)'r
~ fGfil.lT -( I mfr ~ ~'<fm 75IT

.~ -( I ~r ~ f1iI4ll11ClQltq ~-(

'~If<:~~~' ~m~Q"-
-3Th 4lI£l"q10 m on1;;mft ~1 I ~tf-
- orf% Gfl:.fT fc!iu.T 75fRT ~ Q. ~

"~(?
SHRI K. A. RAJ AN: I 'Would like to

. dra't the attention of the hon. ).VIinister
-_to al fact that certain industries of an
unorganised nature migrate from one
state to another like, handloom: bidi;
.-cashew and so o~. In his reply he has
-stated that they have issuel instruc-
-tions to see, as far as possible, that the

gap is filled up. But unfortunately,
the gap still exists to the disadvantage
of certain states where those industries
migrate. I would like to know from
the hon. Minister whether he will take
stringent measures to see that it is
made uniform.

MR. SPEAKER: 'That is relating to
industries.

SOME HON. MEMBERS rose-

MR. SPEAKER: It is impossible to
accommodate everybody. I am calling
one from this side and one from that
side. If necessary, I can allow a dis-
cussion It is my discretion. I am going
to use it.

SHRI RAJESH PILOT: I hope you
will share my views that there is a
discrimination between the rural agri-
cultural labour and the urban labour.
May I know from the hon. Minister
whether the Government is proposing
to have a price index formula as in the
case of organised labour for the poor
rural agricultural labou- also and if
so, when? '

SHRI BHAGWAT JHA AZAD: It is
a fact and a very evident fact ttiat
there is a difference between the un-
organised Iabouj- and -the organise.j la-
bour in regard to the formula. The
formula for the organised labOUr is
the basic wage along with the dearness
allowance which is linked with the
consumer price index. This is at pre-
sent not so in the case of agricultural
labour. That is true. We think that
the formula of revision every two-
years or on rise of index by 50 points
to which Mr. Narsinh Makwana re-
ferred to is not satisfactory. This is
an important suggestion. Can we think
in terms of also linking it up according
to the consumer price index? This has

_ been the recommendation of the state
Labour Ministers' Conference. We are
considering it.

SHRI K. RAMAMURTHY: Unless
you have voluntary organisations in
the rural areas it is impossible to im-
plement the mi~imum wage among the

~
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agricultural workers. Apart
minimum wage and its imj
tio'n-;--Cwould like to ask a qu
is a long-pending issue of thr
Act lor-the agricultural worl
many committees were forme
have also given their £ugges'
drafts. May I know. whether
ister will bring forwad the B
prese-nt session or at least in
ing--session of Parliament?

SHRI BHAG WAT 'JHA AZ.
1\ryt part of the question is a .
'the Hon. Member has ver
said that for the implementati
minimum wages in the rural
is very important that we n
strong voluntary organisation
in this context that I appreci
efforts of IN-TUC when they
ganised a Conference.

(Interruptions)

Yesterday I went to them n
fore, I appreciate.

(Inte1'Tu-ptions)

You·lalk. They do. Tha
-differeiice. And, therefore,
ciate their efforts to nrganist
of Rural Organisers for the!
workers.

As regards the second par
question about the Bill, y(
rightly said that it has be
.arid, therefore, we propose t!
before the House to amend ~

"

p;ft Q1<I\'1\€1 ~. trom:
'~4lT~~~~ I
6j~~ f6fWR qft ~
5 5 'liGf (- f\iR+t ~ '{iq

~~4li~( I
~ ~ OR +IT w \;ft
~ 31T75L aon ~ ~
fm;rT( I ~~~~I
f+rmrr ( I orl:.fT\3<f tR
~ ~ -( ? 1f ~ 'WI<!1
fGfi~~ ~~
~ m1~c.fi fm!:
~ •. ?
~t! ~ •
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agricultural workers. Apart from the 
minimum wage and its implementa-
tion, 1  would like to ask a q u e s tio n . It 
ia a long-pending issue of the Central 
Act for the agricultural workers. So 
many committees were formed. They 
have also given their suggestions and 
drafts. May I know whether the Min-
ister will bring forwad the Bill in the 
present session or at least in the com-
ing session of Parliament?

SHRI BHAGWAT 'JHA AZAD: The 
first part of the question is a moot one. 
TRe Hon. Member has very rightly 
said that for the implementation of the 
minimum wages in the rural areas, it 
is very important that we must have 
strong voluntary organisation and it is 
in this context that I appreciated the 
efforts of INTUC when they have or-
ganised a Conference.

(/yi terruptions)

Yesterday l went to them and, thr re- 
tore, ] appreciate.

(/nffrrupzious)

You talk. They do. That i5 the 
difference. And. therefore, I appre-
ciate their efTorts to organise a Camp 
of Rural Organisers for the Grameen 
workers.

As regards the second part of the 
question about the Bill, you have 
rightly said that *t has become old 
and. therefore, we propose to bring it 
before the House to amend it.
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Cheating of Indians from Lebanon by 
Job Agency

•152. SHRI M. RAMGOPAL 
REDDY:

SHRI D. P. YADAV:
Will the Minister of LABOUR be 

pleased to state:
(a) whether Government's attention 

has been drawn to a news published 
in the ‘Times of India’ dated 3 Febru 
ary. 1982 to the eflect that 31 Indians 
who came from Lebanon have been 
duped by a job agency in India;

(b) what are the details in this re-
gard; and

(c> what action has been taken 
against the firm?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF LABOUR (SHRI 
DHARMAVIR): (r) Yes, Sir.

(b) A group oi 31 Indian nationals 
was recruited by some unscrupulous 
a g e n ts  and promised job in a factory 
on monthly salaries ranging from Rs. 
3fi00 to Rs. 4000, in Beirut. The 
agents allegedly charged ea:h r ecruit 
Rs. 14000. Accompanied by the agents, 
tney were flown to Dacca from Cal-
cutta no December 27-28, 1981 in two 
batches on tourist Visas, from where 
they were taken to Damascus via 
Moscow, Sofia and Istanbul From 
Domascus they were sent on their 
own to Beirut by bus, without possess-
ing visas for Lebanon, with the assur-
ance that they would be met by the 
agents in Beirut. On qfpfrflT in Beirut




