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digease is prevented in the area. Thank
You.

[ Translation]

SHRI RAM PRASAD SINGH
(Vikramganj): Mr. Speaker, Sir, some canal
lmigation project which was launched in
Rohtas districtof Biharis quite an old project.
It is one of the major projects of the country.
it imigates about 25 lakh acres of land in
Rohtas, Bhabua, Buxar, Bhojpur ,
Aurangabad, Gaya, Nawada and Patna
districts. About 75 lakh tonnes of foodgrains
grow in the area irrigated by Sone Canal
lrrigation Project. It benefits about 15 lakh
agricultural labourers. This project was
executed in 1875 and its Ife span was
assessed to be 50 years. Now |t is already
115years old. Ailthe distributor canals have
become useless either due to the silt
deposited in them or due to the damaged
embankmentswiththe resultthatits capacity
to carry water has almost finished. It is
provingtobe harmful both during drought as
well asfloods. Deficient rains cause drought.
Floods occur due to excessive rain. The
modernisation schemes sent by the
Govemment of Bihar are lying pending with
Central Government for years. Sir, through
you. | would like to demand that the
Government should clear these
modemisation schemes and they shouldbe
included in the Eighth Five Year Plan. Work
onBaan Sagar Projectshouldbe undertaken
immediately.

SHRI D.J. TANDEL (Daman & Diu):
Mr. Speaker, Sir, | come from the Union
Territory of Daman and Diu. | belong to a
family of fisherman. The fishermen are a
poor lot. In Gujarat, the fishing business is
carried out on a large scale. The fishermen
of Aurwap, Porbandar, Veraval, Jamnagar,
Dwarka, Diu, Daman, Mangarol, Jaffrabad,
Umargaon, Surat, and Bulsar districts enter
into deep see near jakhJ for fishing. Jakho
Is situated on Indo-Pak border. But as there
is no demarcation sign on the border, Navy
personnel of Pakistan amestthese fishermen
and put them in their jails. As a result, their
fishing boats, which are very expensive, get

spolied by lying on the coast and the
fishermen haveto incumr a heavy loss. | had
raised tiils question during the Ninth Lok
Sabha also. At that time, the V.P. Singh
Government had made an agreement with
Pakistan in this regard and had got the
fishermen released from jail. Now again,
theybeing putinjalls. You are awarethat our
country exports fish in large quantities but
now it cannot be exported. Due to that the
country is suffering heavy loss. The
concerned industries have become sickand
are lying closed. The cold strangs are lying
empty. Due to fear, the fishermen do notgo
forfishing. This has worsened the conditions
of our fishermen. They are unable to pay
back the loans taken from the banks for
building fishing boats. The banks have also
stoppedtogive themfurtherloans. They are
becoming poorer. | would request the Hon.
Ministerof Foreign Affairs that arangements
should be made at the border which will
warmm the fishermen not to advance after a
certain point.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, | had given several
notices tospeak onthis subject. Youprovided
me an opportunity this time, for which | am
very thankful to you.....(Interruptions).....

[English]

SHRI SUKHENDU KHAN (Vishnupur):
Sir, 1 rise to make a statement on a very
urgent matier.

The metre guage Bankura Damodar
River Railway in West Bengal between
Bankuie Rai Nagar - the only way of important
and powerful transport is being neglected
sincethe chargetaken by the South Eastern
Railway in 1967 for tho reason best known
to the authorities. lts service is being
deteriorated day by day. A large number of
passengers deprived oftheir maintransport.
The inconvenlence and difficulties of the
daily passengers and goods of the vast area
of Burdwan and Bankura are being of
Bankura, Burdwan and Calcutta in respect
of carrying of heavy gcods and commodities
have reached the summit. The peopie of the
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locally and the neighbouring towns and
villages have to face enormous troubles for
want of railway transport. The existing
Bankura Damodar River Rallway ceased 1o
function on the pretext of monetary loss and
similar other pretexts.

Underthe circumstances stated above,
| eamestly request you to iook into the
matter andiake necessary action
sothatthe onlyimportantraiwaymayrunas
a better rallway under broad gauge
connecting Tarakeswar broad guage line.

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERJEE: Sir,
may I make ahumble request? | know the
Ministers cannot respond. They are not here
either. Even those who are here, they are
not paying any attention. Therefore, | am
only requesting that let the Members be
informed subsequently as to what action is
taken on these matters which you think
seem important enough to be aliowed to be
raised in the House..(interruptions) Even
now, they are not listening.

[Translation]

SHRIBHAWANI LAL VERMA (Janjgir):
Mr. Speaker, Sir, Korba under Vilaspur district
in Madhya Pradesh has developedinto abig
industrial centre. There are 10 coal mines,
around the city. Basides, an aluminium
factory a National' Thermal Power station,
Madhya Pradesh power generation station
and office of the Hasdo Major Imrigation

project are also located there..
(Interruptions)... '

[English]

MR. SPEAKER: May | ask the Ministers
to sk dispersed o that they are not involved
in taking with each other?

[Transiation]

A number of industries of the Central
and State levels have been established and
there Is likelihood of many more being setup
there in future.

At present, the population of the above
city has gone more than one lakh.
Businessmen, Industrialists, officlals,
workers an peopie from all parts of the
country live there.

5 superfast trains, which cover a long
distance start from Vilaspur, the district
headquarters. The people of Korba city are
continuously demanding to originate one of
the above trains from Korba and an agitation
may take plade there on this issue. Their
demand is very just and the Ministry of
Raliways should take some decision by
seriously considering the issue.

The following trains originate from
vilaspur:-

Bhopal - Vilaspur Supertast (Mahanadi) Express

Vilaspur - Indore Narmada Passenger/Express.

1. 8238-8237  Amvitsar-Chhatisgarh Express
2. 2826-2825

3. 7058-7059 Vilaspur - Kochin train

4. 8235-8236 Vilaspur Bhopal Passenger Express
5. 8233-8234

Iwould request the Ministry of Rallways

to consider it seriously and accept the
demand of introducing one of the above
trains from Korba.

SHRI CHHEDI PASWAN (Sasaram):
Mr. Speaker, Sir, after independence, the
power generation capacity of our country
registereda riseto 64,5000 megawatts from



