19 Oral Answers

SHRI R. VENKATARAMAN: Again
this ig a question of jimplementation.
I have saig that in thig case we will
try to institute some kind of ma-
chinery which will go into it and see
that where policy is not fully imple-
mented, it is implemented to the
satisfaction of the persong concerned.

SHR] OSCAR FERNANDES: 1t is
seen from the answer of the hon. Mi-
nister that the Members op the Boards
are not taking interest in the imple-
mentatiori. There is a question “that
Mmberg of Parliament shoulq be in-
cluded in the Boargq as Members. I
would like to know what action ig the
Government taking to implement this?

SHRI R VENKATARAMAN. 1
cannot answer this question at the
moment.

MR. SPEAKER: What steps do you
want to take about implementation?

SHRI R. VENKATARAMAN: The
question was about the Members of
Parliament being included in the
Board. The Government hag to take
a decision gs a whole. I cannot com-
mit myself on this question.

Agreement for Supply of Iron Ore to
Rumania

) *702. SHRI M. V. {CHANDRASHE-
KHARA MURTHY:

SHRI B, V. DESAIL
Will the Minister of COMMERCE
be pleased to state:

(a) whether India and Rumania
have signed an agreement for supply-
ing 4.5 million tonneg of iron-ore to
Rumania;

(b) if so, the main features of the
agreement;

(¢) 'when the shipment to Rumania
is likely to be made; and

(d) whether any delegation of
Rumania had visited India in July,
1980 and had visited mines and ports?

JULY 28, 1080

Orul Answers 20

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE
AND STEEL AND MINES (SHRI
SirPRANAB MUKHERJEE): (a) Yes,

(b) and (c) The agreement provides
for shipment of 4.5 million tonnes of
iron ore during the period July, 80
to June 1981. This comprises of 3.6
million tonnes of fines ang 0.8 million
tonneg of lumpy iron ore. The total
quantity of 4.5 million tonnes included
an optiona] quantity of 2 million ton-
nes for which option can be exercised
by mutual agreement between the
two parties in two stages by 31st Octo-
ber and 31st of December 1980.

(d) Yes Sir.

SHRI M. V. CHANDRASHEKHARA
MURTHY: 1 want to know from the
hon. Minister whether Government of
Rumania has expressed interest in
assisting our country in various pro-
jects like Iron Ore Pelletisation Plant
in Kudremukh and Iron & Steel Plant
at Vijaynagar in Karnataka. If so,
detailg thereof,

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE: The
question relateg to iron ore. He brings
in the question in regard to the estab-
lishment of a plant in Vijaynagar,
which is very sensitive. It ig very
difficult for me to reply immediately.
But so far as the Rumanian sugges-
tions are concerned, it is true that we
are exploring the possibilities of co-
operating with each other in many
areas, including getting assistance from
Rumania in establishing the pelletisa-
tion plant.

SHRI M. V. CHANDRASEKHARA
MURTHY: Is it a fact that the export
of iron ore since the last two years
has been declining and if so, what
does the Government propose to do to
improve export of iron ore?

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE: So
far as 1979-80 is cocerned, it is true
that the export wag less by nearly 1
million tonnes compared to earlier
years. One of the major reasons for
that was that there was «trike in the



o1 Oral Answers

Bailadilla for more than two months,
ag a result of which the net quantum
of iron ore export went down. But
in the export plan which we have
made for the current year, we are ex-
pecting a reasonable growth in the
export of iron ore.

SHRI B. V., DESAI: Just now while
replying to my friend the Minister
said that Vijayanagar steel plant is a
little sensitive. May I know whether
the stee] plant is gensitive or whether
the Minister himself ig becoming
sensitive?  Yesterday the Finance
Minister has provided Rg, 30 crores
for Vijayanagar steel plant, which has
been included in that. Now the hon.
Steel Minister says that it is a sensi-
tive area. In what sense is it sensi.
tive and how' does it affect the plant?

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE: | am
not sensitive either to Vijayanagar aor
to the question of establishing a steel
plant theree What I am gsensitive
about ig that the question relates to
export of iron ore to Rumania. That
is why I said it would be difficult for
me to react to that question. So far
ag the establishment of npew steel
plantg is concerned, various proposals
are under the consideration of the
Government. But it is pet possible
for me to indicate right now at what
stage each plant is.

DR. KRUPASINDHU BHOI: May I
know what is the target for export of
iron ore fineg from Dibori iron ore
handling plant of Orissa and what is
the export gchedule in different years?

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJT77: 1t is
known to the hon. member that we
export iron ore from Orissa from
Paradip. The export handling capa-
sity at Paradip is 3 million tonnes, but
unfortunately we are not in a position
to utilise the capacity mainly because
of certain constraints in the port and
certain constraintg in the movement
of ore from the ore-producing areas
to the port. Unless these copsfraints
are removed, it is difficult for me to
indicate the gspecific quantum which
will be exportgd from there.
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SHRI ARVIND NETAM: The setting
up of a pelletisation plant is long
pending since the beginning of Baila-
dilla iron ore plant. May I know what
hag happened to that proposal for the
establishment of a pelletisation plantin
Bailadilla?

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE:
There is g proposal to establish a
pelletisation plant in Bailadilla. There
is also one more proposal for a pelle-
tisation plant to be established in
Kudremukh, Discussions are going
on. No final decision hag yet been
taken.

SHRI K. LAKKAPPA: The Minister
was not very clear in his answer. To
establish very close relationship bet.
ween Rumania angq India, Rumania is
offering something and India is offer-
ing something. I offering these things,
may I know whether the hon, Minister
would consider our demands favour-
ably taking into consideration the
huge depositg of iron ore and other
mineral wealth in Karnataka and
other parts of our country. The
Kudremukh project is coming and we
are demanding a steel plant at Vijaya-
nagar. Therefore, if there is any
shortage of finance, in view of the
export agreement being entered into
for the export of iron ore, will the
Minister consider the question o of
getting financial assistance to imple- .
ment the various projects like the
Vijayanagar stee] plant, the pelletisa-
tion plant anq other projects in the
backward regions in Karnataka and
other parts of our country? I would
like to have 5 specifica answer from
the Minister,

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIJEE: [ can
assure the hon. Member that any pro-
posal of financial assistance from
Rumania or from any other country
will pe very favourably considered
We will be glad to have such a
proposal.

In regard to expansion of trade, the
hon, Member wil] appreciate that in
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1976 the export of iren ore wag of the
order of 2.3 million tonneg and this
year we have fixed g target of 45
milljon tonnes. ‘The various trade and
commercial activitiegs which are g
on between the two countries, indicate
that we are expanding our trade re-
Jations. ‘

Trade between India and China

*703. SHR] DILEEP SINGH BHU-
RIA: Wil] the Minister of COMMERCE
be pleased to state what wag the posi-
tion of trade between India gnd China
during the last three years?

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE
AND STEEL AND MINES (SHRI
PRANAB MUKHERJEE): Bilateral
trade with China was resumed from
June 1977. During the years 1977-78
angq 1978-79 exports to Ching were of
the order of Rs. 193 jakhs and Rs. 2643
lakhg respectively. Imports from China
during the same yearg amounted to
Rs, 95 jakhs and Rs, 117 lakhg res-
pectively,
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SHR] PRANAB MUKHERJEE: Th¢
itemg of import from China are zinc
mercury, tin, sulphur, newsprint,
coking coal, etc The items of export
from Indig are shellac, sugar, iron and
stee] power generating equipment,
rolling gtock machine tools, iron ore.
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SHRI PRANAB : I do
mflﬁav‘vivhﬁtpﬂﬂiﬂ licy the
hon, Mémebr has in miind. 'Blit so far

as our policy s concéthed, we are
trying to iriprove otir relations with
all the neighbours including China.
And we are extending it to the com-

mercial and other activities.

SHRI HANNAN MOLLAH: What is
the next planning of the Government
to expénd trade relationg with China
in future?

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE: As I
have mentioned, in ¢he matter of
trade relations, we exchange informa-
tion, we have discussions, identify the
areas, identify the commodities. In
that fashion, we expangd our trade.

SHR] DIGVIJAY SINH: Is there
any proposal of the Government to
exchange trade delegations between
the two countries?

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE: Just
not at the moment

SHRI CHITTA BASU: Is 1t g fact
that a deltgation of FICCI and some
other organisations of employers and
industrialists have visited China and
that they have come out with a report
that there iy a vast potential for ex.
pansion of trade between the India and
China” Has such 1001t been tecewv-
ed by the Government? If gu, whe-
ther that report has heen considered
by the Governmeny and what concrett
action has been taken i thi Lehalf?

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE: We
are aware that certaiy delegationg have
visited China. In facl, when we gol
the report from them we will take 1t
into account Ag I have mentioned in
the context of our desire to expand
the commercia] ang economic activi-
ties, we would like to have such sug-
gestiong from various bodies
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