15 Orul Answers

Conversion from M.G. To B.G.

* 3527 SHRI T. R. SHAMANNA :
Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be
pleased to statc :

(a) whether the progress of
conversion of Metre Gauge lines to
Broad Gauge is as per schedule : and

(b) if not, the rcasons there for ?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS
(SHRI A.B.A. GHANI KHAN
CHAUDHURI) : (a) and (b) Due to
severe constraint on resources it has
not been possible to progress all the
on-going projects at a satisfactor pace.
Priority has, therefore, been accorded to
those projects which have made
substantial progress, so as to derive the
maximum benefits of the investments
made, instead of thinly distributing the
mecagre resources on a large number of
Projects.

SHR1 T.R. SHAMANNA : Sir,
when Prof. Madhu Dandavate was the
Railway Minijster, he laid the foundat-
ion—stone of this Bangalore-Mysore
conversion project from metre gauge (o
broad gauge and he had promised to get
it done within two vears. Now, cven
alter 5 years, it has not been done.
Bangalore-Guntakal linc has been taken
up later.

1 would like to know from the
Minister why there is unnccessary delay
in the completion of this project from
Bangalore to Mysore which is only of
80-mile distance.

SHRI A.B.A. GHANI KHAN
CHAUDHURI : Well, I do not know
about the commitment and all that.
What 1 get from the paper is that there
is acute scarcity of resources and
therefore a  decision was taken in
consultation with the Planning
Commission to give priority on 7
identified projects. Now, what we are
doing is, because of the constraint on
resources, we have asked the Planning
Commission  to identify the project
which we should take on priority basis.
And according to the priority, they have
identified 7 projects.
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SHRI  KRISHNA CHANDRA
HALDER : Which are those 7 projects ?

(Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER : Why are you
interrupting like this ?

SHRI T.R. SHAMANNA : Sir, the
Bangalore-Mysore work is pending for a
long time. Now, Mpysore has become
very important because of the activities
of trade, commerce, employment,
tourism  ete., and thousands  of
commuters are travelling in this route.
Will the Railway Minister promise that
he would see that the conversion of
line from metre gauge to broad gauge
from Bangalore to Mysore would be
taken up carly ?

SHRI A. B. A. GHANI KHAN
CHAUDHURI : Sir, the following threc
projects out of 7 have been completed
and opened to trathic :

1. Suratgarh-Bhatinda

(5]

Barabanki-Samastipu

Bangalore-Guntakal

Regarding  this Vitamgam-Okha-
Porbandar project, Phase T has been
completed and opened to traffic.  Phase
Il is in progress. If you want me to
read all this, I can read out.

SHRI K. MAYATHEVAR : Mr.
Specaker, Sir, it is concerncd with iny
constituency and the whole of Tamil
Nadu. When we were participating in
the Supplementary Demands for Grants
for Railways vyesterday, mysell and the
hon. Members from the Congress also
were very much worried about the
neclected situation of Tamil Nadu by
this Government as far as the railway
development is concerned. Even after
35 years of independence, we have got
only one broad gauge line to Tamil
Nadu in the year 1981. For that B.G-
line, the total project cost was Rs. 71
crores. In 1981-82, we got only Rs. 2
crores. In 1932-83, the Department
demanded Rs. 8 crores whereas they
sanctioned only Rs 2.5 crores. In 1983-
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84, as against Rs. 7.75 crores, they
sanctioned only Rs 1.75 crores. That
work is not at all progressing. The
work has been closed. All the officials
of the Department in Madras were
pressing me to demand more funds from
the Minister. 1 want to know whether
they are going to sanction sufficient
money for the work to progress as
scheduled...

MR. SPEAKER : It is a question for
the Planning Commission, not for him.
He cannot do anytning. You ask somc-
thing which concerns him.

SHRI K. MAYATHEVAR : The work
on Dindgul Karur-Madural-Tutioerin
B. G. line is not at all progressing due
to lack of funds. Thercfere, 1 want to
know whether he can direct the Gover-
nment to sanction mere funds for B. G.
line. Yesterday also I demanded it in

my speech.

MR. SPEAKER : It is your right to
demand. But it is a question for the
planning Commission. He cannot reply
it.

SHRI K. MAYATHEVAR : The
Minister has power to sancrion more
funds. What for are we having Mini-
sters ? What for are we having the
Railway Minister and the Railway Mini-
stry ?

MR. SPEAKER : You must know
that.

DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY :
He has a good point. You cannot brush
it aside.

SHRI A. B. A* GHAN! KHAN
CHAUDHURI : To satisfy the hon.
Member, I may state that for the whole
of the country we require Rs. 600 crores.
Every year, the planning Commission is
giving only Rs. 50 crores How are we in
finish ti ?

DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY :
Let the planning Minster resign.
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SHRI A. B. A. GHANI KHAN-:
CHAUDHURI : The Samastipur-Darb-
hanga project is there But it is a very
low priorty for the planning Comm-
ission. I will not be able to give any
commitment to the House. .

sAAr wout atg) : ¥ 557 agiay
q Sraqar Jigdr g fa fagr &1 fraay
T AT A1ZAT F FIT AT FIF FY
gistdl g 91X fRgdAT  Fisarsy sy
grafasar 27 a5 & ? A=) Agied ag
AT AT FT FT FAr fH FAT T
maTE & faw aisar g
war g ?

SHRI A. B. A. GHANI KHAN
CHAUDHURI : Sir, as I have explained
to you the priorities have been identi-
fied by the planning Commission. [
have no hand in this matter.

SHRI SATISH AGARWAL : Sir, You
are well aware that Rajasthan is a very
backward State. Unfortunately, Jaipur
is one capital which is not connected by
broad gauge. Every State capital is
connected by broad gauge e xcept Jaipur.
There have been announcement after
announcement by various Railway Mini-
sters in the past, particularly, on the
eve of elections that they will be cons-
tructing broad gauge line from D:zlhi to
Ahmedabad connecting Jaipur. I would
like to know from the hon. Minister
what is the latest Position in this. regard
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despite all assurances given by various
Railway Ministeres in the past that it
will be connected by broad gauge.

SHRI A. B. A. GHANI KHAN CH-
AUDHURI : We do not have any pri-
ority on this.

MR. SPEAKER : For that line, the-
re is no priorily. You can rest assurred;

(Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER : Order please.

SHRI ABDUL SAMAD : A lot of
publicity has already been given to the
conversion of Dindigul-Tuticorin line
into broad gauge and about the laying
of a new broad gauge line between Kanur
and Dindigul. T would like to know
how far the work has progressed.

SHRI A. B. A. GHANI KHAN CH-
AUDHURI : The Bangalore-Guntakal
line has already been open to traffic.

SHRI K. MAYATHEVAR : How
can it be open to traflic when the line
is not yet laid ? The Hon. Minister is
talking about Kandla. The Hon. Mcm-
ber has asked about karur Dindigul line.

DR SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY :
The Hon. Minister is talking about
Bangalore-Guntakal line ?

SHRI K. MAYATHEVAR : The

Hon. Member is asking about Karur-
Dindigul line.

SHRI JAGDISH TYTLER : The
Hon. Member who has put the question
will ask for the clarification. Why are
you shouting ?

SHRI K. Mayathevar : When the
Hon. Minister has not given proper
reply, I have to ask for clarification.

(Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER : Gentlemen, I will
suggest a shouting match outside;

SAR1 JAGDISH TYTLER ; Now
you undcrstand,
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SHRI SUNIL MAITRA : There
should be no question of blaming the
other Ministries. The Hon. Minister
is blaming the planning Commission and
the other Ministries. He should talk
about his own Ministry.

MR. SPEAKER : Not allowed. It
is irralevant. ¥ do not agree with you.

DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY :
The Hon. Member asked about Karur—
Dindigul line. The Hon. Minister replied
about Bangalore—Guntakal line. How
can you allow this to go on ?

SHRI A. B. A. GHANI KHAN
CHAUDHURI: Because of scarcity of
resources, only 7 identified projects are
undertaken. This project does not figure
at all among those identified project
That is what I am saying-

MR. SPEAKER That project is
not there. That is what the Hon.
Minister says.

(Interruptions)

SHRI K. MAYATHEVAR : Again,
the Hon. Minister is wrong.

Mr. SPEAKER : You write to me.
Don’t be sorry.

SHR] K. MAYATHEVAR : If the
project is not there in the list, how will
the work on it start ?

MR. SPEAKER: Please don’t argue.
Please sit down. Please write 1o me.
You can come under Direction 115.

U. N. Aid To Poor Nations

*353. 1SHRI RAM VILAS PASWAN :
SHRI M. RAMGOPAL REDDY:

Will the Minister of EXTERNA
AFFAIRS be pleased 14 state :

(a) Whether Government have seen
the press reports which appeared in the
Patriot dated 4 July, 1983 wherein an
official of the United Nations has
indicated that many of the world’s poor
nations particularly non-aligned
gountries are -famins stricken and may





