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SHP.I Z. R. ANSARI : The 
question doe not arise out of this. 

MR. DEPU1 Y-SPEAKER : Ques-
tion Hour is over. 

WRITTEN ANSWERS TO 
QUESTIONS 

Revision .of Forest Policy 

*209. SHRI CHIT A MAHATA: 
Will the Minister of AGRICUL-
1 URE be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government are con-
sidering to revise the existing forest 
policy of the country; and 

(b) if so, the details thereof? 

THE MINISTER OF STAT IN 
THE MINIS] RIES OF AGRICUL-
TURE AND RURAL DEVELOP· 
MEN T (SHRJ R. V. SWAM1NA-
1 HAN) : (a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) The revision is yet to be 
finalised by the Government. A 
copy of the draft Forest Policy 
which was considered by the Central 
Board of Forestry in August, 1982, 
is laid on the Table of the Hou se. 
[Placed in library. See No. LT-
5518/82]. 

Reorientation of Research Pro-
gramme by leAR to give 
Tbru~t to Dry Land Farming 

*213. KUMARI PUSHPA DEVI 
SINGH: Will the Minister of 
AGRICULTURE be pleased to 
state : 

(a) whether the Indian Council 
of Agricultural Research has 
reoriented its research programme 
to give a thrust to dry land agricul-
ture as well as production of pulses 
and oilseeds ; 

(b) if 80, whether acc(lrding to 
the new 20~Point Programme scien-
tists have estimated that even with 
the existing technology it was 
possible to raise the production of 
dry land ; and 

(c) if 60, the steps taken by the 
Council to boost the production of 
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pulses and oilseeds and launching 
of a programme for the production 
of seeds of improved quality 7 

THE MIN[STER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRIES OF AGRICUL .. 
TURE AND RURAL DEVELOP-
MENT (SHRI R. V. SWAMI-
NATHAN): (a) to (c). A statement 
is laid on the Table of the Sabha. 

Statement 

(a) Yes, Madam. The Indian 
Council of Agricultural Research 
has reoriented its research pro-
grammes in areas of Drylalld 
Agriculture, pulses and oilseeds 
production by : 

(i) strengthening the existing 
re earch centres in te rms of 
infrastructure and develop-
ment of more scientists and 
establishing new research 
centres; 

(ii) increasing the total Plan 
outlay significantly in the 
Sixth Plan over actual expen-
diture of Fifth Plan; 

(iii) 

(iv) 

developing neW programmes 
of research to refine available 
techno logy and develop new 
strategies ; and 
improving transfer of techno-
logy through additional 
Operational Research Pr jects, 
technical publications, step-
pi ng up training programmes 
and increasing number of 
demon trations on pulses, oil-
seeds and dry farming of 
family farms under Lab to 
Land Programme. 

(b) Yes, Madam . With the help 
of existing technologies, it is possible 
to increase the yield in many a 
dryland areas by 50 t lOO p er cent 
although the production potential 
of available technologies is much 
higher. 

(c) Besides the steps mentioned 
under item (a), the Indian Council 
of Agricultural Research has 
released improved varieties of princi-
pal pulses and oilseeds crops grown 
in rainfed areas suited to the 
growing seasons in each region, 
stepped up breeder's seed pro-
duction and is providing necessary 
technical support to the Department 
of Ag~icul tu re and Rural Develop-
ment in their programmes. 
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