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ther the Government is going to manu-
facture the jron bars so that they
may supply the game for the construc-
tion of the dialling equipment in the
Tural areas.

SHRI BHISHMA NARAIN SINGH:
The whole matter, as I have said,
needs material and financial resources.
Therefore, the Government has set ur
a Study Group for it. 1 am expecting
that the Study Group will go into the
entire matter and will submit a report
to the Government.

MR. SPEAKER: Do you now hear?

SEVERAL HON. MEMBERS: No,
Sir. It is not working,

MR. SPEAKER: We must look it
up. Before the House gtarts its busi-
ness,_ this should be checked.

Mr. Netam,
Asian Games 1982

*3. SHRI ARVIND NETAM: Will
the Minister of EDUCATION be
pleased to state: !

(a) whether Asian Games 1982 will
be held in New Delhi;

(b) how much financial investment
is involved; and

(c) the details of preparation made
uptil now?

THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION
AND HEALTH AND SOCIAL WEL-
FARE (SHRI B. SHANKARANAND):
(a) to (¢). The matter ig under consi-
deration.

s wofex Aa® ;. wexew W, WAr
qENET A WY wAd f7av ¥ @@ V6T wogied
¢ 1 ufrgm drw 1982, ¥ 7€ fgselt # 1%
g, =zu ¥ fak @t @ &7 @9y @ w4
o g7 Z1 =i § frgar agr w@w Fie7-
A% FWAT §, K AWET F & ATA AEA
& @ gw o fruin 7 o g7 st wifag
qr T awEg § ofmgs dww GE¥Tww
& Rdrsz Amriwr sy Ay & fv 1982 F
st wfoaw dex g9 &, a7 wiwwT 99T § gt
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a% deHT gUAT §, Wi vl foey KAT 7 o5
wEq & Higary wgeq Hr 927 fag & dgea °
qF FAIAWT ATAAT GATT HAT AT & Al av
I 9977 [AT 7 T wroATAA fRar g fs 1982
# ufous diew g‘r’fr | A1 # A&7 gy &
T SATT G1Ear g (®F 1982 # ufwaq arw
g AT FEf 9% *W § 9 9gH qan Frfog ?

SHR1 B. SHANKARANAND: Mr.
Speaker, Sir, [ understand the anxiety
of the hon’ble Member and his inter-
est in sports. It is natural that the
people—especially the sportsmen of
this ccuntry are very eager to gee that
tne Asian Gameg are held in 1982 in
India but the hon'bie Members must
be aware that it js not so easy to say
whether it will be held or wiil not
be held in India as it entails so many
considerations. The cost of building
the gports complex has shot up consi-
derably high., Then, Sir, we are to
see that the helding of the Asian
Games is a success. It is not merely
doing something in a hurry. But I
would like to say that Gevernment is
very seriously considering the cost
aspect of the games ang the matter is
under earnest consideration of the
Government,

sit wlag Aaw o owega ST, fowE
a1 & A & qIHRT 71 97 w497 @2, A
Aqr &1 ar San fF Masg aranrg F1E T
woafa wrar & qf wvEe ¥ ag arqar
arzAT g fa nfaaa dvw w52y sy ot L
%1 a7 azad w1 @ E AT Al A A A
A% FgAT ?

SHR] B. SHANKARANAND: Sir,
the question is not clear in the sense
that there are many commitiees,
namely  steering committee, organis-
ing committee and various other tech-
nical committees at various Jevels,

Wt wige ame
Foq FHIT H |

T gATd WTATE-

SHRI B, SHANKARANAND:
Changing of organising committes is
not in the handsg of the government.
It ig an elected body independent of
the government,

SHRI VIDYA CHARAN SHUEKLA:
Sir, ig it not a fact that severa] years
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ago his cormmitment was .made on be-
half of cur .couniry that the Asian
games ‘will be held in India in 1982.
May I know from the government as
to on what basis or “for what reasons
we are re-considering the matter. The
pon'ble Minister has indicated that
the matter is under consideration.
After having 'made 'a definife commit-
ment to hold the games what are the
reasons and basis on which ‘the matter
is being reconsidered? I would also
like f{o kmow whether reason given by
the former Prime Minister about
wasteful expenditure etc. is one of the
grounds on which the present govern-
ment is re-considering the matter or
are there other grounds? T would like
to urge upon the government to make
a specific declaration about 'holding or
non-holding of the games so that the
uncerfainty about it is removeg as
quickly as possible as it is very da-
maging, not only damaging to our
fmage but also for the sports in our
country.

SHRI B. SHANKARANAND: I
never meani while speaking with re-
ference to the cost aspect of the game:
that it is a wasteful expenditure. I
never said that. I don't subscribe to
any fthinking of that sort. We never
said that.

Sir, hon, Members must know that-

the bidding of the national games was
done on the condition that the Gov-
ermment had a right to withdraw from
the holding of the games. Well, in
the beginning, -estimates were made
fo the tune of Rs. 80 crores after the
bidding took place. But when Gov-
ernment considered it, the Govern-
ment tried to bring it down to the
level of Rs. 40 crores. (Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: That is being look-
ed into,

SHRI B. SHANKARANAND: Final-
Iy the Government thought, if it could
B0 on with the.....

MR SPEAKER. A bit louder. Mem-
bers have not got hearing aid. You

MAGHA B, 1901 (SAKA)

Oral Answers 6

may speak a bit louder. You are a
Sports Minister.

SHRI B, SHANKARANAND: I will
‘be louder. But I cannot shout. But,
the financial commitment of the Gov-
ernment has been doubled since the
bidding of the game. Naturally the
‘Government should give its thought
to the financial aspect of it, the finan-
cial commitment of it. I cannot say
at this time as to what will be the
financial commitment and financial
implication on the part of the Gov-
ernment in this regard. Things will
be settled very soon.

DR. KARAN SINGH: Mr. Speaker,
Sir, the holding of the Asian Games
in 1982 is a national and an interna-
tional commitment. We have made
this commitment. The whole world
knows it. The 'whole of Asia knows
about it. Now, at this stage, to say
that the matter is still under considera_
tion is not correct. I would urge upon
the Minister to consider that the ex-
penditure that is going to be incurred
on these Asian Games is not waste-
ful. They are going to build up cer-
tain permanent assets.

SHRI B. SHANKARANAND: I never
said wasteful.

DR. KARAN SINGH: What I am
saying is, they are going to build up
certain infra-structural facilities which
will be a permanent asset to Delhi,
and Delhi is the capital of a great
nation, If we back out from these
Asian Games at this stage it will not
be correct. You may recall that there
wag difference of opinion even in the
previous Government and we made it
very clear that backing-out at this
stage will really erode the image of
India in the world. I would urge
upon the hon. Minister not to take the
Finance Ministry too seriously in this
matter, but to reiterate the mnational
and the international commitment
made to hold these Games.

SHRI B, SHANKARANAND: I am
sorry if my statement has given any
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impression to Members that we are
backing out. My statement in the
House does not indicate that we are
backing out at this moment,

DR. KARAN SINGH: A very luke-
warm statement,

SHRI EDUARDO FALEIRO: The
statement of the hon. Minister is not
very clear. This commitment, as has
been pointed out, dates from the days
earlier than 1976 when the Govern-
ment of India and the Representative
of the Indian Delegation made a com-
mitment of this at Montreal Olympics.
I really wonder whether there is time
now to have any reconsideration. The
Asian Games at the earliest has to
take place in 1982. In 1981 it was
agreed that a full-dress  rehearsal
would be made. I 'want to know whe-
ther the stadia and the swimming
pools, the stadium for the track events
and other things have been construct-
ed, at what stage of construction they
are and whether they will be complet-
ed by 1981.

SHRI B, SHANKARANAND: To
put the facts straight, I should say to
the hon. Member that we did not
make any commitment at Montreal.

MR. SPEAKER: Next question.

SHRI EDUARDO FALEIRO: What

is the stage of construction of these
things?

MR. SPEAKER: I have called the
next question.

Food Production

~ *4 PROF MADHU DANDAVATE:
Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE
be pleased to lay a statement showing:

(a) the food production in the
country in the years 1977-78 and
1978-79;

(b) whether this production has
shown increase over the food produc-
tion in the preceding two years; and
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(c) if so, what were concrete fac-
torg responsible for this increase?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICUL~
TURE AND RURAL RECONSTRUC-
TION (SHRI BIRENDRA SINGH
RAQ): (a) to (c). A statement is laid
on the Table of the House.

Statemepnt

(ay The production of foodgrains at
the all-India level has been 126.4%
million tonnes during 1977-78 and
131.37 million tonnes in 1978-79.

(b) The production of foodgrains
during 1977-78 marked an increase of
5.38 million tonnes over the level in
1975-76 and 15.24 million tonnes over
the level in 1976-77. The productiomn
of foodgraing during 1978-79 marked
an increase of 20.20 million tonnes
over the level in 1976-77 and 4.96,
million tonnes over the level in 1977~
78.

(¢) Apart from the favourabie wea-
ther conditions during 1977-78 and
1978-79, various development pro-
grammes which were intensified dur-
ing the years contributed to realising
higher levels of foodgrain production.
These, among other things, included
extended coverage of high yielding
varieties, increased and balanced use
of fertilisers, extensive adoption of
plant protection measures, infensive
training of extension workers and far-
mers, identification of suitable wvarie-
ties for different situations through'
mini-kit programmes and timely
planting of high yielding varieties of
rice,

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE:
Before I come to my supplementary
I would like to submit to you about
the procedure of framing the ques-
tion. I never asked a statement to be
laid on the Table of the House. It is
not such a big statement, He could
have read it If he had read it, the
Members would have known the
figures: ; s





