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[Secretary] 
on the 18th AprU. 1953, and 
transmitted to the Council of 
States for its reconanendations 
«nd to state that the Council has 
no recommendations to make to 
the House of the People in regard 
to the said Bills:

(1) The Finance Bill, 1953.
The Central Excises and 

Salt (Amendment) Bill, 1953.”

/  AT I OTMENT OF TIME FOR PRI- 
^   ̂ ^ ™ K b e r s * l e g is l a t io n

^ h r l  M L. D w ivedl (H am irp tir
-Distt.): May I soUclt. y®"iry Bckincr that in view of the laci
that Members of this
greatly interested m private legisla
'tion.................

Mr. Deputy-Speaker; What alM)ut
^ is  piece of legislation?

Shri M. L. Dwivedl. I tod that 
very little time has bera Riven for 
•discussion of private _
Jlouse. If you go to England..............

Mr. D eputy-Speakcr: What does
he want?

Shri M. L. Dwivedl: More tlnie
should be allotted for discussion ot 
priva te  legislation.

Mr. D eputy-Speaker; We must sit 
th is afternoon.

Shri M. L. Dwlvedi: In the H ou^
cof Commons two days are 
every week for discussing private 
legislation. Here w e  get only two 
days in three and a half months.

Mr D eputy-Speaker: We h av e  now
passed a rule whereby half a  day on 
every Friday will be allotted for nô J" 
official .work in addition to three half 
hours or such longer time “  may b e 
fixed for other important work eltoer 
arising out of questions or maepen 
dently on any public matter 
tance. I think we can utilise all that 
hereafter.

Shri M. L. Dwivedl: We may be
prepared to sit on Saturdays in case 
those days are allotted for discussion 
of private Legislations.

Mr. Deimty-Speaker: Saturday l«
l)0(Aed.

. Sbri ML L. Dwivedl: In future.
Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Nothing like

that.
/  Sbri M. L. Dwtvedi: “a er e  im»t 

«ome provision reHardinK Private

vXMembers' legislation. They take a lot 
of interest in these discussions. In 
these discussions they will focus the 
attention......

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Hon. Mem­
bers never get anything by merely 
springing up and saying something 
and inviting some decisions offhand 
by the Speaker. More often it goes 
against them.

Shri M. L. Dwlvedi rose—
Mr. Deputy-Speaker: All this has

been coni^idered. Half a day on every 
Friday has been allotted for non-offl- 
cial .work. Let this experiment be
carried on for some time. Let us see.

FOOD SCARCITY IN RAJASTHAN
Shri G. D. Somani ^Nagaur-Pali): 

Unfortunately, the scarcity conditions 
in Rajasthan now have become almost 
a regular feature and during the last 
few years sinc ;̂ 1948, one or the other 
part Of Rajasthan has been .^uttering 
from these scarcity conditions. In the 
year 1951 there was almost a total 
lack of rainfall and conditions of 
scarcity were widespread. Last year,
i.e., in 1952, certain parts of Rajas­
than were suffering from famine con­
ditions and in order to give briefly 
some idea of the present conditions, I 
would like to invite the attention of 
the hon. Minister to certain reports 
which recently appeared in the Press. 
I would flrst Quote a report that ap­
peared in the Times of India of 21st 
instant which says:

*The entire Bikaner Division, 
excluding the canal area, is in the 
grip of a severe famine. Water 
scarcity is acute and people are 
dependent on kh^jra tree bark for 
their food.''
Similarly, a local paper from Bika­

ner, Ganarajya, gives a report like 
this:

I ‘»i'>r<r3JT’ % ?r«rrrsRr JrfiTPrftr, 
ifr anft,
% r̂r«r, ^  ^  % arnf
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afiT M i n m  WfTiTT 

#  3Rn’?y %
51#; 3|T f  f% Jlftt
^ r r  # sfrranr i f  «it<t 
firJTT 5ft k
5TET ^  3Tpf «PT TT3ff«IPT yXVTT
% ftn: 'iT f 'k r  1”

would not like to take the time of 
he House in reading more extracts 
ram other reports especially in view 
f the limit oi half-an-hour. I want to 
ring it to the notice of the hon. Min­
ster in charge that these reports are 
ot in any way exaggerated. They have 
een substantiated by eye witnesses 
ĥo have sent their impartial versions 

f what they have seen. I also under- 
tand that this matter was brought to 
le notice of the hon. Dr. Katju, when 
e was in Rajasthan a few days ago 
nd he has had an opportunity to see 
lings for himself in some of the 
reas. I have no doubt that lie must 
ave also drawn the attention of the 
department concerned.
Here is a question where Hkhs of 

eople are on the verge of starvation 
id they are living on poisonous grass 
ieds or barks of trees. Look at the 
Liantity of relief measures that have 
sen taken by the Government of 
ajasthan in this connection. I need 
ardly point out that 'the financial 
ipacity and position of ihe Govem- 
ent of Rajasthan, in spite of their 
Jst intentions and in spite of what- 
rer they have been trying to do, is 
mply so limited that with their limit- 
I resources, they are unable to cope 
ith the situation with which they 
e faced. From what I have heard 
Id from whatever mformation has 
ien made available,, the Centre has 

far made an allocation of only Rs. 
lakhs for these famine and scarcity 

oas of Rajasthan. Looking to the 
idespread nature of the scarcity and 
e tremendous resources which will 
! required to meet even the bare 
cessities of the people who have been 
'ected. this sum of Rs. 18 lakhs is 
Tf̂ ply a drop in the ocean.
I reply to the short notice question 
at j  put on the 4th of March last,
5 were assured ‘that a team of oflPlcers 
5m the Centre would visit Rajasthan 
ortly and make comprehensive en- 
iiries for taking both short term 
a Ions term measures to meet the 
juirements of the situation. I am
* aware whether any such

im of officers has gone there or whe- 
ir the Government are doing any­

thing to cope with the situation which 
is growing irom bad to worse. I  
would submit with all the earnestness 
at my command that the leisurely 
way in which this matter is being 
handled by the Government at the 
Centre is really causing the utmost 
concern both to the Government of 
Rajasthan and to the various other 
organisations which are connected 
with the relief work in those areas 
which are so severely affected. The- 
coming two or three months will be a 
very acute period. From the nature 
of the distress and the reports that 
have appeared in the Press and the 
reports which have also been sent by 
So many eye witnesses are so serious: 
that unless some emergency measures, 
are taken, unless something sybstan- 
tial is done, immediately, the condi­
tions would simply go from bad to* 
Viorse. There is really an acute fear 
that 0  many thousands of people, 
who are now^ living on the verge of 
starvation, being permanently affect­
ed. I would therefore appeal to the 
hon. Mmister concerned to treat this; 
whole problem on an emergency basis 
and to send the team of officers which 
he had promised in his reply on the 
4th March, last. This ag^in means 
that one and a half month.s have 
gone. So far as I am aware, no such, 
officers have gone to the affected 
areas. This clearly shows that the 
whole matter is not being treated^ 
with the urgency that it requires In 
handling. Even at this late stage. I 
would therefore appeal that not a 
moment should be lost to make th® 
necessary investigations and to make 
such resources available to the Gov­
ernment of Rajasthan as will enable 
them to meet the situation. Here is 
a problem in which tjiere can be no 
controversy. People are suffering and 
this fact has been corroborated by 
all the reports and different sections 
Of political opinion. Here is a fact 
the correctness of which cannot be 
disputed. What is wanted is 5ome 
action urgently to make necessary en­
quiries and make such resources avail­
able to the Government of Rajasthan 
as would enable them to meet th« 
gravity of the situation I hope the 
hon. Minister concerned would 
aW^ to give a satisfactory reply
which will meet the requirement! o f 
me situation.

Shri Bhandari (Jaipur): Sir...........
Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Has the hon.

Member given notice already? ,
Shri Bhandari: No.
Mr. Deputy-Speaker: l will caU

those hon. Members who have given: 
notice already one after another.
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IJWo WfWTW :(*f>Tf’T ^  
*5^ : 5;— Tf«?r— 3Tf̂ [̂f%5T : )
irPFfhTwsrarHfRir.if ..........

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: There is no 
'Question of any speeth now. Hon. 
Members who have given notice can 
each put a question for puri>oses of 
elucidation. The hon. Minister will 
reply.

«fr «fto w m r« :
WT 3ft ^

^  t  TT3r?«rrJT artr
feafhFT % 3FVT 4?twt»T*rW 

8ftr ^*r % ^  jtt'Tt

3fh: »ft ^  3r̂ TT5r !̂Tif 
^  WT ^  3rtr s^r^fFT^ 

'5T55 Tfr t  ark  ^  % f5»tT 
^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  TT 3rt
am w  ^  i  3>1f
^  ^  I  arVr «T5t ^  ?r>?FTr 

a ftrw r^R sp R ^

’T ai^r nr*i«'i ¥ t

%  •ifrf »{?^ j f  t  ?

WEITH ^ I
Three questions have been asked.

Shri Sarangadhar Das (Dhenkanal- 
^ e s t  Cuttack): I wish to ask the
iollowing questions:

Are Government aware of the fact 
that in Napasar, Bikaner Ulstrict, 
people, particularly Harijans, are living 
on bread made out of bark of .Khejri 
tree, certain leaves, and harmful steds, 
with a little grain, and wttinif sick? 
I wish to present to the ^Minister this 
bread I have here. Let him eat it.

Mr. Depttty-Speaker: How can it be
-exhibited here?

Shri Sarangadhar Das: Are Govern­
ment aware that the Commissioner, 
accompanied by some members of the 
public, namely, Sarbasri Chhaganlal 
Mohata, Srinivas Thirani, Iswarlal 
Bapna, Edi]tor Lokjeevan, visited the 
«rea, and witnessed these conditions? 
.Also, if Government are aware of

starvation deaths in Napasar area? 
The names of the people who have 
died are: Phoosh Raj, Jaglo, Hemalo, 
Lalkiya’s mother, Anachi, wife of Imra, 
and wife of Nanu, in various villages.

Are Government aware that the 
Government of Rajasthan have failed
lb giye suDlcient reiiet to man ana 
'animal in this area, and will the 
Minister of Food go to the help of the 
Government of Rajasthan because 
their resources are not enough to do 
this? If not already done so, will 
Government rush foodgrains and 
fodder to this area?

Shri Nambiar (Mayuram): May I 
know, Sir, in addition to the facts 
mipplied by other hon. Members here, 
whether it is also a fact that the rnica 
industry has been collapsing in that 
area, especially in Bhilwara srea of 
Rajasthan, that thousands of workers 
are unemployed and many factories 
have been closed; that even the pay­
ments due to them remain unpaid, 
and there is so much of unrest ’iddcd 
to famine conditions? I want to know 
what relief has been sent to these men 
who are also affected. Also I would 
like to know, as Mr. Sarangadhar Das 
has explained, whether it is also a fact 
that this sort of bread is used there. I 
have got bread sent straight from 
Rajasthan. I will hand it over to the 
Minister outside the House. I would 
like to know whether Government 
would immediately rush fockistutt's 
instead of making an enquiry, as by 
the time the enquiry is over, thousands 
of people may die.- May I also know 
whether the Minister will look to these 
facts, and rush immediate relief and 
save the people of Rajasthan from this 
calamity—all the people including the 
workers, peasants and others concern­
ed?
t  P.M.

Shri Nand Lai Sharma (Sikar): Will 
the hon. Minister be pleased to let this 
Hou8e-"icnaw what steps the Central 
Government or the State Government 
of Rajasthan have taken to help the 
atarvjng people of Rajasthan in the 
famine-affected areas, whether the 
flteos taken are adequate to alleviate 
the difficulties of the people, and 
whether, in view of the repeated 
famines in Rajasthan, the Govern­
ment of India propose to set up a 
permanent committee, to avoid this 
Dermanent shortage of food and water 
in those areas?

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: The hon.
Minister.

Pandii Thakur Das Bbargava (Gur- 
gaon): Will you kindly allow other 
non. Members also to put questions?
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Mr. Deputy-Speaker: No notice has 
been given by other hon. Members. 
The practice is that they must have 
^ven some intimation to me earlier.

Shri K. K. Basu (Diamon Harbour): 
!rhe Chair has «ot the powers 10 waive 
It at its discretion.

Mr. Deputy-^peaker: How many
other hon. Members want to partici­
pate?

Hon. Members rose—
Mr.. Depuiy-Speaker: Even if every 

Member speaks at the rate of cne 
minute for each, there will be no time 
l«ft for the hon. Minister to reply.

The Minister of Agriculture (Dr. 
P. S Deshmukh): I have not got a 
very long reply. So, if anybody wants 
to speak. I do not mind. My reply 
l£ fairly short.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: All right, I
shall give half a minute or a quarter 
of a .minute to each.

5 T ^  f  w  w

r̂ RTT ^  ^ 1  H ^

wr«TTi
«r|?T ainsfhB I n rr
^  v r d r m f ?T5rar eft 
v v f w f  ^  5ft ^  «ft I

I ^  ^ rm r 
5 It  > n f ^

IT? ? I 4 IJ? ^[5Fn
^rnpTT g <WT ^  *T!rT

^ ^  fHTT ^  «T»ft
ftfrR »1T ^  t  W

[̂BFTT ^T?cTT ^ I

Shri Morarka (Ganganagar—Jhun-
jhunu): Firstly may I inquire of the 
h ^ .  Minister the amount of help that 
the Rajasthan Government had arked 
for, and the amount of help that the 
Centre has actually given so far? 
^condly, is the hon. Minister aware 
toat It is not only the question of 
food scarcity, but unemployment and 

u Purchasing power, due to 
Which the people are starving? In

order to tackle these, may I know what 
the Government are doing or are 
contemplating to do?

Shri Bhandari: What arrangement
are the Government making for 
supplying drinking water to the people 
in these areas during this year? What 
is the amount spent by the State 
Government and the Central Govern­
ment on the gratuitous relief work 
that has been undertaken? What is 
the contribution of the Central Govern­
ment towards the same?

Shri Achuthan (Crangannur): May I
know whether the Rajasthan Govern­
ment has opened any relief fund, and 
if so, whether the rich people there, 
and the magnates including Mr. Som- 
ani have contributed anything towards 
that fund?

Shri G. D. Somani: May I inform the 
hon. Member that the Marwadi Relief 
Society of Calcutta is doing quite a 
substantial and valuable work in the 
famine-affected areas?

¥To wnft-
5T-Tf t r^— ) ; w r ^
'•TH tf+'di ^ ft) *F

io  t  ^
4  ^ ftr ^

^  irnr ^
^  ^  5 Pf> TT^fWR ^

HZ ŝftK ^  4» I ^

^  ?, irfir ^
^r$m r w r f ^  Tfr ^  ^  3̂tfrt

^V TTV R  pRTTt?

Shri B. S. MurUiy (Eluru): Is it a 
fact, Sir. that the worst hit people 
are the Harijans

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: That is what
was asked just now by the hon. Mem­
ber who spoke.
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Shri B. S. Mnrttiy: Yes, Sir. I would 
also like to know whether the people 
who died as a result of scarcity are 
mainly Harijans.

f»n’ aft € arn

^ Tftr>nTnT̂ ift q?T?T^? <ftr 
'HR I ?ft WT sr<T?T

«ft >fl«r«rTf (?iw?T-^R5?:— 
anfe o rr fw ) ;

WT STR ?RRTT ^
TTVFWr sp 9lW?T,

^  w^re- 
^  wtnf «i5t ^  

[̂TT?TPrT«TR̂ 5T̂ fimm̂ ? 
WTJTf ?T?iTt?TmnT !(Br5rftRr«F 
«r»TR if jmr: # sp ^nmr qr ^
3TT T t f  ?

’T f’TW VT ^  ^  srrrf I  q*k WT 
^  ?r?iT f  ^

>ft ^?T Pfnn' 5 
t  ft? ^  #  <rrsr

5W ^  s.tpm iF?r T̂ T?
jf tr  WT 5?!^ firjf ^  

f^o i jm w  ^

iTvfr «pr V *r| i xftK

«ft ^o q«0 wm.^ : WT w-ftn 
* r f t  < ic iii ^  i>'TT

^  *Pt f*r?R T ^
*P5’BT ĴSTT an 5

TRv«rR 5? jrf^ ' «Rrnr <Ty
f  ’SffT <TT ^  ?TT«B ^  5imT?

v rf t V «ftT 
«R'F«TT’R ’T *F

arr t |  f  aft f T  ?rT5T V T t f f  
w r r  ̂  Tc ̂  ̂  ^  ̂  s^TT f ^

s>hT(T 7T R r^rt v

* f t r  A' m ^ p fh r j f ’ f t  aft #  ^(^prr =517̂
fVW T^ aft^ft^^TRT ^  ^  ^tVT

4  ?TTft?r ^  w r  «rr
i f t r  n 'T ’ f t  v h ^  v t v p f  X  f W t a R  i>t <fhr 

t ^ ^ ^ ? T W ^ a f t

i p f j r ^ t ^ ^ n T  ' m r t  i
a r t ^ f r ? n r # ^  

< tfk f r  ^

wpf #  »T5TSJT ^  3 m  WT *T?^ t
^ f tr  ^  ^  T? P̂PcIT

V
Mr. Deputy>Speaker: The hon.

Minister.
Dr. P. S'. Deslimiikh: Sir, I should 

have the rest of the time now. Sir.
Most of the time hon. Members 

instead of asking questions have reaJly 
supplied information. I do not wish 
to contradict them. So far as starva­
tion is concerned, of course, I have 
not had any reports; nor have we any 
details of the conditions in those parts, 
although it is known from the latest 
reports that reached us...

Shri Nandlal Sharma: Living on the 
leaves of trees is not starvation?

Dr. P. S. DeshmuUh: 1 am not defin­
ing ‘starvation*. Latest reports indi­
cate that in the Divisions of Dikanar, 
Jodhpur apd Jaipur scarcity prevails 
and about 26 lakhs of persons have 
been affected. It is also known that 
the State Government have opened a 
number of relief works. The exact 
number is not known, but 13,70,000 
people are being employed per day, 
according to the information. I n^ay 
also say that whatever was asked for 
the beginning was given. We have 
given to the Rajasthan Government 
Rs. 12,90,000 by way of a loan and a 
grant of Rs. 3,92,000. I regret to have 
to say that not many details are avail­
able with us. In spite of our pressing 
the Rajasthan Government, not only 
now but since the month of June 1952,
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to give us fortnightly reports, only a 
few have come in and hardly any 
reports have come to us frojn Septem­
ber, 1952. So far as we are concern­
ed we have every sympathy for the 
sullerlng people and we are anxious 
to do what we can. Yet, I hope the 
House will realise the Central Govern­
ment’s position. It is all very well 
to sympathize and to read out some 
extracts from reports and from news­
papers. After all, we cannot forget 
the‘ fact 'that there is a constitutional 
government functioning in the Stace of 
Rajasthan and essentially looking after 
the scarcity conditions, which is the 
primary responsibility of that State.

An Hon. Member: Why not advise 
the President to intervene?

Dr. P. S. Deshmnkh: That should
be realised and I am glad the hon. 
Members have given us all this infor­
mation. We will certainly do our 
utmost and make the Rajasthan 
Government move more quickly in 
the matter if necessary: we will afford 
to them whatever relief they are 
entitled to and whatever rehef is 
justified. I can assure the hon. 
Members that even before, we have 
been trying to press upon the Rajas­
than Government‘and asking them for 
reports of exact conditions. The hon. 
Members also know that an hon. 
colleague of ours has .recently visited 
the place and seen the conditions (or 
himself So, I can assure the House 
that so far as we are concerned, and 
so far as the responsibility rests on 
our shoulders, we shall spare i*o pains. 
And yet, I think, the House will 
realise the exact position in which we 
find ourselves.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Is it not a 
Part B Stale?

Dr. P. S'. Deshmnkh; Yes, Sir, even 
there, it is the State Government :r.Hl 
is primarily responsible. We rannot 
neglect the State Government azid go 
on taking action.

Pandit Thaknr Das Bhargava: Docs 
It not follow that the Government of 
that State is not being carried on 
according to the Constitution and 
people and cattle are dying?

S. Deshmnkh; We are prone, 
sometimes, to exaggerate the situation 
I do not think that the Rajasthan 
Government is either apathetic or 
does not want to give any relief...

Shri Nand Lai Sharma: The Rajas­
than Government is shuffling and 
reshuffling again and again.

Dr. P. S. Deshmukh; I do not want 
to enter into politics.

Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava: The
Government wants reports and that 
Government is not sending the reports; 
the fortnightly reports are not coming 
to the Central Government. This is 
very serious.

Dr. P. S. Deshmnkh: In any case
now that the House has drawn our 
attention to it. We will expedite 
matters and the House already knows 
what sort of relief we give. There 
are seven items under which relief is 
^iven. Whatever gratuitous relief 
IS given to the people, we pay 50 per 
cent, of it. We also advance loans: 
we also support any schemes for pro­
viding drinking water and so far as 
food is concerned, we can assure, not 
only this House, but the Raiasth;m 
Government also, ‘ that whatever 
requirements there might be for food, 
it will be made available to them. 
The House also knows how we give 
food at cheap rates. For instance, in 
the Bombay are a, we have given wheat 
at the rate of Rs. 14 oer maund. SimI 
lar concessions, and more concessiw'ns. 
if necessary, would be made available 
to the Rajasthan Government accord 
ing to the situation.

I confess a good many Members 
from Rajasthan have been pressing 
me to go there. Unfortunately. I 
have had not sufficient time; but, T 
propose to go there < as early as possl- 
ble In any case I assure the House 
that we will not allow the position to 
remain as it is and we will try and 
remedy the situation as quickly a§ 
possible, and to the satisfaction of all 
I can understand the anger of my 

Thakur Das Bhargava.
I think he is justified in saying that 
the Rajasthan Government should 
have sent reports. It is best that wt 
should send some one there and ob- 
^ in  the reports, and take adequate 
steps.

Sbil Oidwanl (Thana): Kindly
ronvey to that Government that thl» 
House Is very much annoyed and auArv 
at their callousness. '

grateful
to the hon. Members for all the facts 
and other information that they have 
brought to our notice. So far as 
sending a team of officers Is concerned 
we held out a hope like that. We are 
reviewing all the reports that hav*
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[Dr. P S. Deshmukh]
been submitted to us and we want to 
find out if it is really very useful do* 
ing that and whether it is not oetter 
that some o*her responsible persons’
reports should be received. Hon. 
Members have to admit that these are 
chlronically scarcity areas and there­
fore some sort o f  permanent remedy 
has to be found out. At the same 
time, the emergent position and condi­
tion will betaken inio accounianawe 
will certainly do what all we can in 
the matter.

Mr. l>eputy-Speaker: There should 
be. no conflicts. The House standJ 
adjourned to meet agam a t  b - 15A.M.
tomorrow.

The House then adjourned till a 
Quarter Past Eight of the Clock on 
Saturday, the 25th April, 1953.




