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EXPORT OF COAL*

Mr. Depaty-Spcaker: Now, we shall 
take up the half-an-hour discussion.

T«pTN : (arKT*Rfr) :
OTT«rar *njtar, *mr ^  «tt vftr % 
fw r  3  m w
*?ft wtr *rr*fad v^rr
^ ctt jj f t  fcr  qr vt

f^rrarr^r^i ^  u Y^
% *nj; aw *rmr
*rftr »pr rn m ^i f a m  «rr i srrsr 115

<TRT5 ^2 VX%
UK.^ #  *rf nv W 3Tt TTtVST fF  

IhH 1 ^ '59% T̂TfiRT ^ cij ^ ft? 5̂-
tflT >J?vf q frt̂ T *FT l^RPht

forr | 1 j r t t  ^
*T % %^T vs—5 i|5Vt #  $■ 

f^ W W  % Vfa *PT qwfti- fftTT t
VM^fl *ra<ar %  <m <ui 3  s. ^5*pf 

% r̂m% 3 t o  % 
forr £ 1 ?£.*s #  f̂ R- *j?*f

*rt vt?r jpr «qm<.
«fcrr t  t  Rnrr^r, 9T3PT vtfW , ’tn̂ r, 

f^z wftvr, ^hrvm «ftr 595 

^TTPT  ̂ i f t l f t ^  UK? *  
tnRTftt ftcTTm I IK

fPFf
'ilv «rrar 1 1  •ft ?trt?

^T 'ST ?»T f^ l W  WT*ff %
^ 5T«r^ r̂5»rra wrmr star 

twre^T^TRTsnsippf q  #  x% 
»nn |  *flk ŝ. ^ f? fr,: sro ^  *mr 
wmrr m  feqr % 1

vitfV q 3R ir̂  *t?t 
#t ^3# fTT u k v -k k  ^  frrtS q 

wrc w n  srnpfaer ferr 1
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W  frrt2? V *TBT H  TT «TFT *T? faWT 
JOT :—

"In May, 1953, surcharges were 
abolished but by that time India 
has already lost these markets.”

»FT€t v  ^ r  %
>fr *rpft =ftffr ^r 

*rk ?̂tspt q frw r jot f t  f  ̂  f̂V
3TWt ?fff } f  ^ tR
= f̂r nt 1

■5T*ft 'ETTT'Pr iJ5^t -TRR
«pt |  * * w  it  ? n w r  sf^ t v  

m&rfii s.* 5rfti amrnrr ^ t^t  ̂ 1 

H V c  $  5TT*T Ŝ T, ?TT? 7 R K  spt 

$  ajrf i , *PT5T ^  ftm  1

U^5. if R* HT̂ T ZH (T^TTii ftqr *ttX
r̂rer zh

ftm, *n*n?
s r w  ?vs 'TT*r z *  n f

apara- cft r̂ ^rT #  ^  st.0 TfcRTa 

^r?r »̂t r n f t j  ^r ? m  ^nr % fe n  1 
f t r  5TW «$5fr JT̂ f,
%mfr sft^ n ft i snq-
f t  m  u ^ °  % ^ r ;  u k ^  ctp 3 *tt

q-T Vmft TTftff % ^ hT, jf<R
«.<> srPaTRr *>i*t ? ff  ft, war 1w

qftrr apft 1
gi»rr, ^r-jfr^r, iffr tftx f^z
s w t ,  f m r r  f t » r  f r  ^  1 v ^ f t
3^  Ri1m<i ft?r -̂ ci t^t «n '7H' ifc 

<rr ?f*r f  5 v  ^  n 1 «Y^h 
«pt > ?.ve. ^   ̂ htw w  TTaRrftr 

1 ?P[ u x .^  #' \ * m
Ẑ  f t  W ,  <T4l ^  v»

f m r r  g v e r n t  ^ ? m r  z* t  
^  ifTT 9 zh 5> »m, vftr *r̂  H  
^  'T^  TR H far-K 
E?C V t l ? W i !  ftP T  I WTT

•Half-an-hour dtneiiwlon.
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[«fr v tjn v  f%?J

*n£Wr # p- fw s fsnr v>r
v x l '  i f t x  % r r a r  i r  *tt3 t 

upc 5R- YFsrsrr T O n  srro, fir 
% ? v. fsnr ^  tftav.? sp'i 
*3* i '̂r s*nft $ i 

3 h^t %  w k  sft^fr=r *? . ^ j t r t  j ?  

^  ^  f s r r c  irr  ? v . ^
T f  3 T R *T T  I

iw m , « w  «ftr ftsrc »Ht (trm r
v r i  fa?) : JRT wr?:# *FT
? T R T  »f?ft % , < "̂f«t.>t f * T  <T>*T H o , o o  o ^ T

spmt" ^ ^  ^  *
=TV t  I

«ft ttPITO ^3% 3 T T T  f  I
i f f  * w  i H  f a f ^ T  * r  * m r  v
ifr* $ % %m % [

? W W  :  « R f t  *T F T
?!, WPI^r q: Jps* q  £
W T ? W  »T m  ' R  Tr?rarK ^ T T  j? I

Sardar Swaraa Singh: The hon.
Member may continue his argument. 
Let him not enter into these figures.

Shri Nath Pal (Rajapur): They seem 
to be trading at the street comer.

•ft n R -^ fw ^ rv i
i  t f w y :  ?>t ; r  ^  U A  #

\ cTPS, vst f̂ TTT ^  ^RTtJWTi^ f^TT I 
fa mgr Jrsrr m ^ r  | sftr ^
i p f r f t f c n n  * r k  ^  ^ t p t t  *rfr ^ r i :

S T fT R ff %  *TT?r 5TRTT £  I S r R T  ^ T  
s fr  f t r n T j r  t t  o fa n r 

^  \s.v\ *  ;5n̂ r. -st zh ^rt
r r q p f l i  % 5 r r  I ^  ? £ * ?  ^  f ? T  
? s rra r, ? s f s r r r  ^  i r ^ r r f  f e T  

SRT *  f o f i  V,i( ^ T R  r r ^ fq ff x

f W  t 5?F«.' ^  ^  j  %  & T H  < &  aprf 
x o *n̂ ?r «ifr fr i

«w r  ^  H U ' ;  ^  t t  f ?  f w r * r  ?Jt »r5  
|  ^  K T 5 p  f R T T  |  %  v - f ? w

% f R T P t  *  « P . f  V .v T  s r | f  w  i v i  
^  H X = :  5 W  f * T  ^  i W ^ T  JT P P S  
vr fi»?|~-r srr firaT i

? m  q r f v m H  w  i ^ T f y w w

p r  ? £ * = :  v  ’B T tp i  v
5TW S*T *PT5T tTSRq.f *TT?r <T I ^

^ u  mor
f*p5EfT ^  U K v »  n  ^  3TT apT C.

w r t c ^rf % xr^x
’ T T f w m  5T ? *T #  !(o  %  » ? T W

* T T ^ ^ r ^ t ,  u ^ = :  «i5t * r f
m  ^ ft  ? r n r? T  % n  i  m fsrc r ^ t t
t  %  f H #  ' r r f a ^ p r  «Pf % < r  i  ?rrer ^  
^ ft? r  t C ^ f ^  fip trr  1 1 f r r  h t h  v t  

^  w  q rf«iT c !T n  ^ fr  % t "  ^  ^rrer 
Tfc r f  m  u s o s

*f" fH t ZH TT^fi-t JpTrT V ! 
^  % *tft  ^ n r  i f t H  ^ T f f  *F T  ?F=r t  s r f t  
5 * T R J  f T ^ T f ^ a n r r  «TT, 3 l^ t  %  f t w  f » T  
'J T T -^ T T  5FTT?r «T I ^
»rm: ^rr f̂r f!-, Prt qr ?r^r w  nfl' 
5»w «rf?r % i

qft «tt irf Trnr on ?tpwt £ %  
t o ?  v t w q s n s f t ^ ^ H  w f t  t o  
? .'it t  g t f  t r ^ i i i  ^  ^ r r  ^ < r  i 

s ft  j f l ^ w * f  s m p f  M  w f  
^ r  %  ^ T f ^ c  ^ m T  ^  f?p ^

f*rf?ro-sT e^r ^Frm  ^ r r s r s w r  
«rk gn u v .«  ^ firfinw
s f r w w  t W P T  w w h  ?TT

^  f  wr. g^r snpfr n^pfre
v  m r j -  m  ^ t  i w f c r  w  f W  

^ ft  %  5T5R 'p j T  «rr  f %  f l f f e r w r  

3 R  T O I  f J T T T  q w  ^ c R T  f  eft f » T  
w  ^ f t  t r ^ R ^ t?  t r r ^ s  w  

3IT l l  t  ? w  *PT > P tt  i f T O T  eft f > n
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wfPp aw zm rtr ^  jck 3T3rrr 
^  &  rnf! ?P5T apr ^ P T iT  *P T  ^ 'T  

f ,  * f t  $ *T < T  ^ 'P P T  ^TcTT-T * f  * f ? T  
*pre sr»raT *$)r r̂r ^
* n :  *raRTT £  1 ^ * r t o r a n r ^
w  ^  ̂  ^  ^  ?r?r?pji7r-
<$#* tft ton  «rr ft? * f  -»fr

f  ft?  *?t?r %  N j T r r c  *? t f t  1 
Srftrar fm t sw %■ tit srcrra
$ r r  f t  n m  ^ p t t  v r  » v Tfar<<hr< 
f J T K r  *T P h ?  r f t  I4^ P T  : f J T T t t  J F r i
f t  5ft, f̂t5ft=r f t  m lk
*fr, fi-prrjr f̂t vpSt tft, n fvr
wf *ft 'Tnprr *r 1 i n n

«tfw f t  ^ f  r̂ Tfr
| ,  w fa ?  j p n f t  v r r  mfs ?ft 

r̂rprr ^ !fr*rr * t ?ft $ i w»rf *  f*r
f f i ^ M Tt o f f t f t  cTTCTC * F f r *  e  T W  
$ I WT^r #  ftRHT sfrR̂ T f?TW VT 
w m x JTf qrmvrft fasff % fm  
t .  ? «  *  f n r  #  >ft $  1
frv ry *  fcrarft *ft w i  f t  
sj>»rR t  ’W h t w $  *Ar f ,
*rfr t  <fr̂  f^{ 'ft® ^  wt)T f  1

I -^ff# *?fT fa f*T 
« F T f  ^ r  s r fr r n : ^ t  t |  f  1 $ s r
ft? WT%T OT7 ff^ T F T  % *TT?T*ft f , 
ijtt ^ rs «pt «mT< *tfr sft ?| f  ?

*fT ft? f ^ T M  f t  TTf̂ Rft t̂
ir?ft t  1 f v r  ? * r t £  w t *** v r  t o n  
tjiT =rr r̂ f  ft? fRTct shtpt <HtJi 
s r c t f  %ft?^r f j f  f ^ r d  *?r >mw n * r c t ?  1 
^ f t W T f  f T ^ F  ^ T t ^ T ^ m T l  M«?fHTr 
Kft i f t ^ r  mi, < $ t# fs v r r  ^fr m r r , 
^  # t^ r r  m  f%  f ^ e r n r  f m x r  h m  
? i f t  « f t ? c r r  ?rt f * r  f e g ^ T R  ^  « w w  
vti wttx I f^ ffT ^ T  m + i ^ f  V t  f R ^  
« r t  t o n  1 t n r r  f * r  ^  ^ r t  ^ t  s t t h t  
-^t?t T r v i T f t t  f  art f ^ f r  
%  * m r  *»ft ? * f t £  ^ ft r t ^ r  ^ T f f q ’ 1 
f l T  H t = ^  f  ft? f» T  ^  3r W I T

^ #, ̂ rfipqr ̂ nst *t ? t x$ ?rrf ?r 
tyr <arrc sr̂ r ft ^rr 1 ŝ rf̂ r 
’TTf̂ T h ^rft t̂% ,«mTt 
aniT <ft ?ftft- im if, «#k «rf ?tf ft? 
«ft vt?r f*r 5*=̂  ̂ r̂%

# 5»r f# «trt f̂t 1 f̂ rfrarr 
r r  ^ ? f  «i5t vn fos vt ^mpfT $  f t i x
*X fiRT I T̂?5TT H ^  <rft vt
^ N t ftnn arrm 3 ^ r i  f t  1

f*r «n̂ r n̂ t t| i

5^ft A *rf ̂ f  ̂  mTfTiT «rr ftr 
w*rf  ̂ i(t rr^ flrerr f,
vrf^r #  ̂ arft m^Rfi wrnr n 
wrPiJff i5t ?TT5Tec H  trw z(f  e fr r fW ^  
V f f ^ TfH^- f t  ?fTCW H  I
?ft #, *rrf$r if, t s t ^ m  #, 
fwTT #, w m  # 3ft yfis ĥn 
| rf̂ RTT̂T % stmnft # iftT 
’vnpn % sjnrrtt  ̂ | f̂t ft? f̂t 
Tf^ t  > ^5?r tor 5Tff j t ,  «w
A * ft w  1 f$f »Rim »rt ft? 
ff̂ gWR % «nqr(t  ̂ «fk % 
snmrt #  ^?rt »frv^iw  | ft? qm 
jf^t Tnr «n t o  w t  % *r r̂r «rft ^tf 
r ^ w pft ^m <t * *  yt ^ r r  *n ^  1 

sitcnm% ^ft ^  v M t  
ift ̂  w  1 fqrft v̂ pft vft'H ’̂ n r  f
5rFW ^  tT fw  «TT#T ff, w f f  I
t̂ftrJT ^  j^t vsm *mr n%t  ̂
f ^ Fft «frr sptft̂ sr  ̂ *
vk 3̂ % anrr to t  «f w< 1
^rft tRq> r̂̂ gftviT i w  fr tr̂  
sft̂ r w r̂ra- i<scfl  ̂ 1 t̂ t̂t̂ tt 
«ITVrd t,  ̂ T̂ fT »T5F yntRTcTT | 
ft? f*T r̂r̂HT T̂T T̂TRT'T $T ^  JTft
^  i «mr sfHt t  ft? grt s m  $?z 
trfW  #, vrf, ^wflftjflT, <nt^r ?ftr 
f̂ ĝHTK vf *TWHW TT̂ PT T̂t?

TOJ | I Ilf «n^T5R ^ f t  ^
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[** ft«|]
f% 5*r ^mpn w  *nw wrvx 
^NT i i p r  'tft  nrr t o w  r t f  i * f a r  
*msWc ^  % vtfarcT ft  -q{t ^
^-C__ __,_A, -- _* ^  _*s. s «*m W  f*TPCT *PTThZ W>t *« VTt
VtfcTCT f t  |  I f * ? T f t  q Tft 'TT  
* * p f r  q r ^ m  p ?  ? ft, f » r  
< m  * m p f f  m * r  f * r c t f f  i T f f r  * r *
*ftT TPT ^  *M; f*T tTT5? **t
*%t <rz flrwft *3% f*W v t fw  
s * n r t  ^  f t  |  i

« f t  v tir a r r  
TC I  I ^  UrtaSTT *T*cTT
'TfcTT $ %fr* ^T% 3FcTT ftT «FT 
« h K « i = # T  W  V t W T  WT3T a f f t  T T  

®£TRT i O [ W f t t  f t  T f T  |  I f H  ’ (ft 
* T f  fl¥ *FT T  ^ T f f ^  %  ^  %  y ^ f t ^ R  

f« T  ^ t 'H 'H T  «PT t  I

«fr mjsjx. f%f JTf wt?t 
T| t  %  f*TRT *%

ar? i « n f t  f * n ^  * r f t  s m r w  s r m
| fm ^ *Tft nfttRTT ^HT TRT 
«T»T ĵ BT t  ?ft $  fTOTT f  f% fJTTfr
<bj?t « m f m  v m r f t  %■ mn f? T  f t

^ I WIT̂  mH 5Tt f*TRT
mfc ^ n r  j m  vs, t ; ^ p r f  *  sr? f
f * T m  Vt^T9fT M l d (  ^TfT *TT '•IM l

* k  ^  *n *re - f * r f t  $ s r t t |  
%frc s r w  ^ t  s t * t  f t n t t  q f  v tfe rc r 
f t f t  ^ r f f ^  f%  ^  m + 'i^ T  s f t r  ^rrar 
*rz ? f «3R  « f t ? R  «pt 3fr  m v r  | ,  ^ r  
*rp rrzt *  >ft f * P R T  v t w r  srrq' mf̂ s 
9» t ^ t  q w f  *  * r f t  « fr  f t m v t  f%  f #  
^gcr s r ^ T  |  * f f  p '  srrsr f t  i
V|^ q?T ^ f̂vh't* % mij VT*T «IHH arRTT 

3f f t  ^ f t  W H T R  
# T P T T  f t H T  T f t  f  ̂  T O  O T R T T  I T f T  
%  ^ f t  ^  W T T  ^ t  ■arTff$ I

W W ff ’RfhPt, ^  VRTT •KflT J
%  ««sr<. ?jpt t%f u tiw f  w*r
ârsrtNt war aft f»r Re. ^pp wt

t. '35̂  f*TTTT »4WK f̂ 5T <̂ T
«Tff ^ r̂t f^rg^fpn m f  % %m 
m^tJnuT tfk  ? m  s n i^ r ^  r̂ mx
P f ^ lH % T O  «P̂ T t
^ n  snc# ?t ^  ̂  ftp f ’rrt;
for «ft a t m  ?n?nft t

Mr. Depaty-Speaker: The hon.
Minister. The time is equally divided 
between the two.

Sardar S war an Singh: I am sorry,. 
Sir, but I thought he had taken fifteen 
minutes and so I might also require 
fifteen minutes.

Shri Raghnnaith Singh: It is a two- 
way traffic; 50 : 50.

Sardar Swaran Singh: But not on a
barter basis, I suppose.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker, so far as the 
anxiety of the hon. Member to see that 
we export as much coal as possible Is 
concerned, I am one with him; there is 
no dispute on that score.

The present discussion arose out of 
the fall in our exports to Ceylon; *o 
I would first deal with that matter be­
fore I say something about the other 
general issues that have been raised 
by the hon. Member who has raised 
this discussion. So far as Ceylon is 
concerned; it has to be remembered 
that our exports to Ceylon have not 
been very sizeable at any time. It is 
true that Ceylon being next door, we 
are naturally the suppliers to Oeylon.

Our general policy in the matter of 
export of deal has not in the past been 
motivated by a very strong desire to 
push out as much as we can and, even 
recalling the whole thing in retrospect, 
I think that the policy cannot be said 
to be incorrect. We have got our own
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internal requirement*. Our policy has 
been somewhat like this. There are 

v certain countries that adjoin India, and 
\paturally India is a source of supply 

to those countries. Our attitude baa 
been that consistent with oar Internal 
requirements we should undertake the 
responsibility of looking after their 
coal requirements. Our attitude has 
been more or less of going to their 
help and assistance—although in par­
ticular matters this is always mutual— 
in the matter of supply of coal. That 
has been our attitude with regard to 
our supplies to many of the countries. 
Although the list is not as large as 
37 which he read out, in most of thece 
countries in the South-East Asian re­
gion, in the southern Asian region 
and in Pakistan our attitude has been 
that of meeting their requirements as 
best as we can, regard having always 
had to our internal requirements. That 
has broadly been our policy.

The exports to these various coun­
tries have varied from time to time 
depending upon the general conditions 
prevailing elsewhere. The hon. Mem­
ber has picked up the figures of ex­
ports for the year 1952. That, I con­
cede, was a year of boom exports, but 
I would like to remind this hon. House 
that the year 1952 cannot, by any 
stretch of imagination or any accepted 
standards, be regarded as a representa­
tive year. There were many excep­
tional circumstances, mostly of an in­
ternational character, arising out the 
post-Korean conditions. There was a 
certain spurt in exports because other 
sources were cut out. To quote only 
one example—I do not want to burden 
my submission by putting in too many 
details—to Japan alone, in 1952, we 
sold 7,65,000 tons of coal. Every one 
knows that Japan is a big producer of 
coal, and their demand has always 
been erratic. They might like to im­
port for certain reasons certain quanti­
ties from India, but that cannot be re­
garded, by any standards, as a mar­
ket which can be termed as a stable or 
“-constant market. Prom seven lakhs 
in 1982 they came down and purchased 
only 17,000 tons in 1955, and in 1956 
It has come down to only 11,000 tons.

Therefore, the 1952 figures, upon which 
my hon. friend relied for the purpose 
of comparison, cannot be termed as- 
representative figures, nor can the year 
be termed as a representative year.

Our attitude in the matter of supply 
of coal to Pakistan has also been in 
the spirit of discharging our obliga­
tions, because they had all along been 
purchasing coal from our Raniganj—  
Bihar areas, the Central India areas, 
and we rightly entered into a trade 
agreement with them and undertook 
to supply roughly 1.2 million tons of 
coal to Pakistan. Out of this, to East 
Pakistan we are to supply 55,000 tons 
per month by rail and river. To West 
Pakistan we are to supply 30,000 tons 
per month by rail. To both East and 
West Pakistan we are to supply 15,000 
tons per month by sea or river, ITiis 
is broadly the agreement, the total 
being 1.2 million tons per year. We 
could push more coal if the bottle­
neck of Moghal Sarai was not there. 
That expression is quite familiar ta 
the ears of the hon. Members here. 
The difficulties that we experience in 
the movement of wagons above Moghal 
Sarai stand in the way of moving coal 
to West Pakistan, because movement 
to West Pakistan by rail means move­
ment of wagons above Moghal Sarai, 
and there being a bottle-neck, that sets 
the limit up to which we can supply 
coal to West Pakistan by rail.

The hon. Member comes from Uttar 
Pradesh, and I have got some personal 
experience of Punjab. I know how 
starved both these areas have been, 
particularly in certain categories of 
coal mostly on account of the move­
ment difficulties above Moghal Sarai. 
In spite of these difficulties, we have 
tried to do our best to honour our 
commitments with regard to the 
supply of coal to Pakistan.

Then, so far as Ceylon is concerned, 
I think it requires a somewhat detail­
ed statement bccause this discussion 
has arisen out of the supplies to 
Ceylon. During 1958 a total of 1,90,000 
tons—I am giving in round figures— 
was exported and in 1957, 2,06,000
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tons were exported. As against these, 
exports during the first hall of the 
current year are only 50,000 tons. It 
is not as bad as Shri Raghunath Singh 
tried to make out I concede that it 
is very much less than that in the year 
1857, and I will presently come to the 
reason for this supply in a reduced 
quantity. In September last year, the 
Ceylon railways invited tenders tor 
the supply of 1,76,000 tons of coal for 
the railway’s requirements; in 1958 we 
were able to obtain orders for the 
supply of only half of this quantity, 
the other half going to China. It was 
reported to us that China was able to 
obtain this order due to the fact that 
Ceylon shipping lines were able to 
transport coal from China at a rate of 
39 shillings per ton f.i.o. This will he 
interesting; this was also the rate for 
Indian coal from Calcutta to Colombo. 
Both these were transported by the 
Ceylonese shipping lines and they are 
transporting coal from Calcutta to 
Colombo and from China to Colombo 
almost at the same rates. What is the 
mystery of this, I would not like to 
go into, but I would leave the House 
guessing as to what could be the rea­
son behind this.

Shri Raghunath Singh: It is practi­
cally the bungling of the shipping 
•company.

Sardar Swaran Singh: I am not
bungling. I am supplying f.o.b. coal to 
Ceylon at a price which is a shade 
lower than the f.o.b. price in China, 
although I am entitled, on account of 
our geographical nearness to Ceylon, 
to certain freight differential. Even if 
the f.o.b. cost in India were slightly 
higher, normally it should be offset 
by the lower freights, but actually, the 
quotation with regard to f.o.b. prices 
is a shade lower from India as com­
pared to coal from China.

For instance, the F.O.B. prices of 
Indian and Chinese coal are Rs. 36 and 
Us. 39.6 per ton respectively. The cost 
in India is Rs. 3 lower than the 
F.O.B. cost in China. A query can be 
well raised as to what can be the rea­
son for this. It would be too much for

me to go into the reasons which mo­
tivated the Ceylonese buyers to pre­
fer Chinese coal to Indian coal

There is something in what Mr. 
Raghunath Singh said that there was a 
barter agreement. I want to tell him 
that the barter appears to have been 
entered into not with a view really to 
push out Chinese coal, but really to 
purchase rubber, which is really the 
commodity which Ceylon is anxious to 
sell for a variety of reasons which are 
not unknown to the House, and which 
China is anxious to purchase. The 
sources of purchase of rubber to China 
are not many and if they can purchase 
rubber from Ceylon, they would wel­
come that and in exchange, they are 
prepared to supply coal; the price also 
can be adjusted by the mutual consent 
of the two parties.

This is the story with regard to 
Ceylon, but it should be appreciated 
that this is not by any means a large 
quantity and when we quote a price, 
it is reasonable that we should leave 
it to the buyer to make a selection. If 
a selection has been made, we should 
not make that a point of grievance. 
For instance, when we invite tenders, 
there are various quotations from the 
Soviet Union, West Germany, U.K., 
U.S.A, and so on. Having regard to a 
variety of circumstances, we decide to 
purchase from one country. Then the 
other countries from which we have 
not purchased are not entitled to make 
that a point of grievance. If they do 
so, we do not accept that as a point 
of grievance. Similarly when we are 
in international trade, we should not 
make It a point of grievance merely 
because another person is not purchas­
ing at the price we are quoting.

Now that our exports and imports 
are likely to increase—it is our de­
sire that they should increase—situa­
tions like this might arise not only in 
coal, but in a number of other com- 
modies also After all, so far as our 
total export earnings are concerned, 
coal has never been a big export earn­
er. It is a very bulky thing. A lot of
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problem s o f  export and a variety o f  
other problem s arise and the resultant 
m opey that w e get by w ay o f foreign 
exchange is not by any means specta­
cular. Still, w e have approached this 
problem  with a v iew  m ore or less to 
njeet our obligations to our neighbour­
ing countries which look upon us as 
h natural source of supply. Inciden­
tally it is also a valuable foreign ex ­
change earner which we can spare 
consistent with our internal require­
ments. That has broadly been our ap­
proach.

As a result o f our recent foreign e x ­
change difficulties, w e are anxious to 
earn m ore foreign  exchange and even 
at some sacrifice, w e have taken a de­
cision that during the rem aining period 
of the current year, we might be able 
to export tw o lakh tons of even m et­
allurgical coal, which is not easy for 
us to spare. W e have to weigh the 
necessity to earn foreign exchange as 
against our capacity to spare. Even 
at some pinch, we have taken a de­
cision that we will be prepared to ex ­
port two lakh tons. During the next 
year, our intention is to export even 
five lakh tons of metallurgical coal. 
This w ill bo at some sacrifice and it 
may cause some strain in view of our 
steel plants reaching a fairly advanced 
stage during the next year. The de­
cision to export 5 lakh tons o f even 
metallurgical coal is a point which 
clearly shows not only our desire to 
preserve the markets but our anxiety 
to explore new ones where there will 
be buyers for metallurgical coal even 
outside those countries which are 
near us geographically.

The hon. M em ber was surprised by 
the num ber of countries that we have 
lost. Being a dem ocrat leader, he be- 
lives m numbers. But I think that 
number of countries apart, it is the 
quantity exported that matters, and the 
decline has not been of the order which 
he tried to m ake out, m erely becausc 
the num ber of countries to w hom  it

was being exported was cut out. 
A m ong some o f the countries about 
which he mentioned, we w ere sending 
some hundreds or thousands o f tons. 
There may be even a tw o-d ig it 
num ber of tons sent to a country. 
Even that country w ill figure am ong 
the 37. But surely cutting out 60 tons 
or even 900 tons w ill not make such 
a big drop in our exports. Therefore, 
w e have to look at the total tonnage 
that is exported, and not at the num ber 
of countries to whom we are supply­
ing.

Looked at from  that angle, over the 
last several years, if we exclude the 
boom year of 1952, the total exports 
m tonnage are as fo llow s:

10M - -  ly  lakhs tens
—  2 0  

i '):■< — i". 
i g- b  — 17
H i ' — l ’

I p i» June 1*58 —  7.>2,coo toni

Shri Tangaraani (M adurai): H ow
much for 1952?

Sardar Swaran Singh: In 1952 w e
exported 33 lakh tons.

So, wc will havo to adopt an attitude 
o f understanding when we are talking 
o f our neighbour countries with w hom  
o u r relations are very fr :end!y, and 
compi le in a clean and heaiihy manner 
trying to push out our best things, but 
never entering trade m a spirit o f let­
tin g  clown other countries.

Some other questions have been 
raised about the general attitude on 
textiles and other matters. I do not 
think that is relevant to the discussion 
before u.s.

17 33 hrs.

The Lok Sabltn then uujuunied tilt 
Eleven of the Clock on W ednesday„ 
the 24tli Septem ber, 1958.
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