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can be done to see that there is a certain
equalisation.  Regurding the two major
companies, the Indian Aluminium and the
Hindustan Aluminiom, by and large, the
prices even at present seem to afford them
u fair margin of profit. So far as the
Madrus Aluminium is concerned, while it
is truc that it has not earned a return
upto 12 per cent of the employed capital,
by and large, it has been a profitable con-
cern in the past and, therefore. it is not
facing any difficulty at present.

Proposali to open Steel Factorkes in
Mauharashira and Goa

1

*954. SHR! SHANKERRAO SAVANT.
SHRI S. L. PEJE:

Will the Minister of STEEL AND
MINES be pleased to state whether Go-
vernment proposc to open steel factories
cither in the private or public sectors in
the regions of Masharashtra and Goa,
where considerable iron ore is available?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THP
MINISTRY OF STEEL AND MINES
(SHRI SUBODH HANSDA): There is no
proposal at presemt for setting up an inte-
grated steel plant in Maharashtra or Goa.
The locational advantages of suitable siles
in the country including those in Maha-
rashtrn and Goa would, however, be hept
in view while drawing up the programme
for techno-economic studies to be tuken up
in connection with the long-term plan for
steel development.

SHR! SHANKERRAQO SAVANT: May
1 know whether the Government is aware
thut considerable iron ore is being exported
from Maharashtra and Goa and that it is
necessary to utilise this iron ore for con-
verting into steel? Secondly, what are the
reasons for neglecting this region so long?
Thirdly. when would concrete steps in the
direction of sturting a plant be taken up?
Fourthly, would at least a mini-stieel plant
be started immediately?
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THE MINISTER OF STEEL AND
MINES (SHRI S. MOHAN KUMARA-
MANGALAM): Naturalty TGovernment is
aware that there is a fair amount of iron
ore that is exported from Goa, as & ha-
ditional export, out of which a substantial
amount of foreign exchange has been earned.
Undoubtedly, if we could transform the
ore that we are exporting into steel and
export steel, we would be better off. But
there is a limitation in terms of the re-
sources that can be devoted to putting up
new steel plants, and that is really the
limitation so far as putting up steel plants
in this area is also concerned.

As has been mentioned in the main
amswer, we are studying the suitability of
various sites for constiuction of plants in
the Sixth and Seventh Plans. And that
1s wharc we are.

So far ay the question of mini-steel
plants is concerned. that is to say, electric
furance-cum-continuous casting, there are
plants also in that ares. At present, apart
from Mukund, ] am not able to bring to
memory any other, but the hon. Member
hnows the facts us well as L

SHRI S. 1.. PEIF: Are we to understand
that a steel plant in Maharashtra or in

Goa will be taken up in the Sixth o
Seventh Plan?
SHRI S. MOHAN KUMARA-

MANGALAM: | did not state that. 1
said that the locational advantages for
suitable sites in the country, including
those in Maoharushtra and Goa would be
kept in view while drawing up the plans
for the future. But it is unlikely that,
even in relation 1o those places which we
are studying at the moment, there will be
any decision before the Sixth or Seventh
Plan.

SHRI VASANT SATHE: While consi-
dering the location of steel plants in the
country, particularly in Maharashtra, will
the Government bear in mind the fact that
the Chanda region of Vidarbha in Maha-
rushtrs is rich in iron ore deposits and is
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ideally suited—it is centrally located from
transport and other points of view. Would
the Government, therefore, at least consi-
der the question of starting a pig iron plant
caglier, even before the Sixth or Seventh
Plan?

SHRI S. MOHAN KUMARA.-
MANGALAM: There is nothing very much
to be guined by trying to put up pig iron
plants, whether in Maharashtra or else-
where in our country because we are not
really deficit in pig iron at the moment;
we are running surplus. Naturally, all the
advantages which the hon. Member has
mentioned will be taken into account in
coming 1o a decision.

SHRI DHAMANKAR: May | know
whether there are any proposals pending
with the Central Government from the pri-
\ate sector, from Maharashtra. to start a
mini-steel plant and if so, whether Govern-
ment will expedite then?

SHRI S. MOHAN KUMARA-
MANGALAM: | am not 1n a position to
give a categorical reply at the moment. 1f
the hon. Member puty a sepurate question,
1 will answer that.
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THE MINISTER OF LABOUR AND

REHABILITATION (SHR] RAGHU-
NATHA REDDY). (a) 79 jhuggies were
destroyed.

(b) No authoritative estimate of the loss
has been made.

(€} An ex-grstia relief of Rs. 250/- per
family hus been given by the Government.
The Central Relief Committee (India), a
voluntary agency. has also given a grant
of Rs 60/- per family in addition to a
total grant of Rs. 5,260/- for utensils. Cloth-
ings and milk powder have also been sup-
plied by this Committee.

The question of giving rehabilitation
assistance to these refugees, most of whom
are reported to have some means of liveli-
hood, will be considered in due course in
the light of the priorities fixed and after
taking into account their present means of
livelihood.
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SHRI RAGHUNATHA REDDY: The
Ladakh Buddha Vihar of which Shri
Kushak Bakula Member of Parliament is
the President, had estimated the losses at
about Rs. 4.30 lakhs. The Deputy Com-
missioner of Delhi has reported that the
losses had been greatly exaggerated. Ac-
cording to him. most of the property was
temoved by the jhuggi-dwellers at the time





