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LOK SABHA

Wednesday, June 2, 1971/
Jyaistha 12, 1893 (Saka)

———

The Lok Sabha met at Eleven
of the Clock.

[MR. SPEAKER in the Chairl
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

Export of Handicrafts

*211. SHRI R. S. PANDEY : Wil the
Minister of FOREIGN TRADE be pleased
to state ;

(a) whether there is a great demand for
Indian handicrafts and novelties abroad and
the goods exported at present are not
sutficient to meet the demand there ; and

(b) the major Government agencies
cngaged in the export of handicraft items
and whether they have been ashed to survey
the foreign markets to promote the export
of handic.afts ¢

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN TRADE (SHRI
A.C. GEORGE): (a) Yes, Sir. Exports
of Handicrafts from India in 1967-68,
1968-69 and 1969-70 were Rs. 54'76 crorcs,
Rs. 7524 crores and Rs. 83'29 crores
tespectively. There is no scarcity of handi-
craft goods to meet export demands.

(b) Three Cential Government agencies
namely, the Handicrafts and Handlooms
Exports Corporation of India ttd., Central
Cottage Industries Emporium, New Delhi
and Handicrafis Emporium, Madras are
engaged in the cxport of handicrafis.
Competitive position of Indian handicrafts
I overseas countries has been under
continuous study.

SHRI R.S. PANDEY : May I know
what are the promotional programmes for
exporting handicrafts in order to earn foreign
exchange ? Secondly, may I know whether
there is a good demand from practically all
the countries for our handicrafts because
these are very popular and attractive too and,
if so, whether you are going to introduce
agencies by which you can ask those people
to tour abroad and explore thc export
markets for our handicrafts in order to earn
more foreign exchange and popularise further
our articles ?

SHRI A.C. GEORGE : As regards
promotional programmes, the different
agencies of the Government of India are
making infensive efforts for market survey
and for making our handicraft products
popular in all the forcign countries. Apart
from this, we are making raw material
available on easier terms. Also, new designs
are introduced and the real effort is being
made to revive dying crafts to improve tools
and to improve training of craftsmen under
master craftsmen.

Secondly, with a view to exploit the real
potentiality of handicrafts exports in different
countries, we have arranged exhibitions and
other promotional progrummes.

SHRI R.S. PANDEY : May 1 know
whether the  Government of India,
particularly, your Ministry has assessed the
potentiality of handicrafts exports, say, for
five years to come and how much foreign
exchange we can earn. If you accclerate
your programme and introduce a sort of new
method by sending agencies abroad to explore
the market, by how much you can increase
the exports in five years ?

THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN
TRADE (SHRI L. N. MISHRA); As my
hon. colleague stated, we have a definite
programme for the expansion of the export
of handicrafts. The House will be glad to
know that for the Fourth Plan, we had a
target of exports of Rs. 100 crores worth of
handicrafts and we have already achieved
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the level of Rs. 95 crores worth of handi-
crafts. We are going to revise the target for
the remaining period of the Plan. As regards
making studies, etc.,, we have got officers
who go about and organise exhibitions, etc.
in foreign countries for popularising our
handicrafts, The demand for our handicrafts
has been increasing. There has been some
shortfall in respect of particu'ar items like
carpets, etc. specially in U.K. We are trying
to catch up with that I must say that the
prospect of cxpott of handicrafts is really
very bright.

SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA :
What percentage of the total produc-
tion of handicrafts is exported and which
are the countiies that are the largest
consumers of our handicrafts ?

SHRI L.N. MISHRA : 1 require
notice for that. 1 can give the figures laler.
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SHRI KADAR: May 1 know fiom
the Minister concerncd whether we  are
exporting this at the prices prevailing in the
local market or that we are under-seliiny
and exporting this item ?

SHRI L. N. MISHRA : I don't think
we are under-selling, We have made profit
also. We give some incentives and
encouragement to the exporiers,

SHR1 KADAR : To what extent ?

MR, SPFAKER :
Y. P. Mandal.

Next question Shit

Maharashtra Government’s Comments on
Findings of Kapur C‘ommission on
Gandhi Murder

*212, SHRI  YAMUNA  PRASAD
MANDAL : Will the Minister of HOM!
AFFAIRS be pleased to state :

(a) whether the Government of Indi
have since teceived th- comments fiom the
Maharashtra Government relating to the
findings of the Kapur Commission on
Gandhi murder ;

(b) if so, the main points thereof ;
and

(c) the reaction of government thereto ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THL
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS (SHRI
K.C. PANT): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) and (c). The gnestion of piow-
cuting Shri G. V. Ketkar, who was found by





