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MR. SPEAKER : Order please. It 
may be asked iu a different way. Next 
question.

Doubts raised about Rural 
Electrification Project

*956. SHRI SAMAR GUHA : Will 
the Minister of IRRIGATION AND 
POWER be pleased to states :

(a) whether his attention has been 
drawn to a news-itcm published in the 
Hindustan Standard (Calcutta) dated the 
24th April, 1972 under the title “Doubts 
raised about rural electrification project*' ;

(b) if so, Government's reaction there* 
to ; and

(c) the exact position in this regard ?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF IRRIGATION AND 
POWER (SHRI B, N. KUREEL) : (a) 
Yes, Sir.

(b) and (c). Government of West 
Benjal have stated that they do not find 
any reason for the apprehensions in the 
news item. The West Bengal State 
Electricity Board is gearing up its activities 
to achieve the targets.

SHRI SAMAR GUHA : A report was 
published in Calcutta press in which doubts 
have been expressed about the target set up 
for electrification of 10,000 villages by the 
end of 1973. In that connection, 1 want to 
know whether it is a fact that to fulfil the 
target, the West Bengal Electricity Board 
requires 10,000 metric tonnes of steel along 
with several thousands of wires and trans-
formers and other apparatus, by 1973, and 
if so, whether the Government has assured 
the West Bengal Electricity Board for the 
supply of these necessary apparatus,

THE MINISTER OF IRRIGATION 
AND POWER (DR. K. L. RAO) : I have 
been in touch with the Chief Minister of 
West Bengal and have told him that all 
assistance will be given to the programme 
of pushing on with the lurkl electrification 
schemes. What appeared in the newspaper

is correct because in the first three years, we 
have done only in 845 villages as against a 
target of 10,000 villages. From April this 
year, they have stepped up the electrification 
programme and 250 villages were electrified; 
and if this rate of progress is kept up, 
perhaps 3,000 villages per year could be 
possible. It should be possible to reach 
the target, if not by 1973, at least by 1974 
end.

SHRI SRMAR GUHA : They say that 
it will not be possible to fulfil the target by
1973. Is it a fact that the West Bengal 
Government wanted about Rs. 100 crores 
for completing the task of rural electrifica-
tion. I want to know whether this scheme 
of rural electrification is going to be linked 
wi<h connecting tubewells and shallow wells 
and also giving power supply to the 
small and medium industries in the rural 
areas ... (Interruptions).

DR. K. L. RAO : There have been some 
suggestions from the Government of West 
Bengal and both tubewells and shallow wells 
are supposed to be given connection.

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERJEE : Is 
it a fact that under the electrification sup-
posed to have been done during the last 
month in West Bengal, only electric lines 
have been drawn up to the villages and no 
connection has been given to any of the 
private consumers in the villages ?

DR. K. L. RAO : I am not aware of 
that. Our definition of rural electrification 
is that »t must be used either for light or 

for pump sets or small scale industries. Unless 
there is such use, we cannot classify that as 
an electrified village. The West Bengal 
Government have informed us that thev 
have electrified about 230 villages in April;
I expect that they must have given power 
for such use.
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THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN TRADE 
(SHRI L. N. MISHRA): (a) and (b). A 
statement is laid on the Table of the House.

Statement

There have been talks between officials 
of India and Afghanistan with a view to 
explain the provisions of the Public Notice 
issued on March 20, 1972 m regard to 
imports from and exports to Afghanistan. 
During the discussions, certain difficulties 
were also brought to the attention of the 
officials constituting the Indian side. It 
has been agreed that these difficulties would 
be borne in mind when a new Public Notice 
is issued.
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SHRI RAGHUNANDAN LAL 
BHATIA : In view of the fact that we have 
got very good trade and cultural relations 
with Afghanistan, will the hon. Minister tell 
us if there is any scheme of having joint 
ventures with the Afghanistan in Govern-
ment Afghanistan ?

SHRI L.N. MISHRA : Perhaps there are 
some proposals of joint ventures in indus-
tries : but they are not with me at this 
stage.

Supply of Industrial Raw Material 
by U. S. S. R.

*959. SHRI K. BALADHANDAY- 
UTHAM : Will the Minister of FOREIGN 
TRADE be pleased to state :

*
(a) whether the Soviet Union has agreed 

to help India meet its urgent industrial raw 
material shortages created by the suspension 
of US aid ; and

(b) if so, the items of raw meterial 
expected to be supplied by Sovfet Union and 
the value fh w tf  1




