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LOK SABHA

Thursday, February 27, 1915/Phalgwrui 
8, 1M  {Saka)

The Lok Sabha met at Eleven of the 
Clock

[Mr. Speaker in the Chair]

WELCOME TO THE MONGOLIAN
PARLIAMENTARY DELEGATION

MR. SPliAKER: Honourable mem­
bers, at the outset, I have to make
an announcement.

On my own behall and on behalf
of the hon. members ol the House,
1 have great oleasure in welcoming
Mr. Tsedendambyn Gotev, M.P.,
Secretary of the Presidium of the 
Great People’s Hural of the Mongo­
lian People's Republic and the hon.
members ol the Mongolian Parliamen­
tary Delegation who are on a visit to
India as our honoured guests. The
other members ol the delegation are:

1. Mr. Dendeviln Oidov, MP..
2. Mrs. Gochoogiln Dulma. MP.,
3. Mr. Sharavdorjisi Jndan.baa,

MP*
4. Mr. Luvsan Rmchin Officials
& Mr. OUgoxu

The Leader ol the Delegation
arrived yesterday evening and the 
other members ol the Delegation arri­
ved this morning and wui be in India
till the 5th of March. They are now
Mated in the Soecial Bo*. We wish
Utfm a happy *tod fruitful stay in our
«vu»tvy. Through them we convey 
*ur greeting* and bm  witim  to the
m *  i* ~ i.

Parliament, Government and the Peo­
ple ol Mongolia.

Durgapur Steel Plant

*141. SHRI M. S. PURTY: Will the
Minister ol STEEL AND MINES be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Durgapur Steel Plant
has been working below its capacity;

(b) if so, the reasons therefor; and

(c) the steps taken in this regard?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF STEEL AND MINES 
(SHRI SUKHDEV PRASAD): (a> to
(c). A statement is laid on the Table
of the House.

Statement
(a) Yes, Sir.
(b). The main reasons are:—

(i) Adverse industrial relations:
-<ii) Deterioration in condition of

coke oven batteries.
(m) Lack ol adequate maintenance

ol various items of equip­
ment in the past; and

(iv) Inadequate availability of
power during 1973-74 and the
early part ol 1974-75.

<c) Close and constant liasion is
maintained with the Ministry of
Energy and the authorities of D.V.C.
to ensure maximum supply of power.
Similar liaison is maintained with the
Ministry of Railways to ensure that
difficulties in regard to rail move­
ment do not hamper production in
any way and with the Department
of Coal to ensure adequate and timely
supply of coking coal to the steel
tfUnt The question ôf augmenting
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the captive power generating capacity
in the steel plant is under examina­
tion A number of long term mea­
sures are already in hand to bring
about an improvement m production
and these continue to be implemented
These include provrnn of balancing
facilities requuel to coircct existing
imbalances in production facilities ca­
pital programmes involving addition*
replacements etc, improved mainten­
ance aimed at b^ex equipment avail­
ability and plannei procurement of
spares and refractories and other es­
sential materials A new half coke
oven battern is under conduction
and a programme has been drawn up 
for the re-building of the existing
coke oven batteries Concerted efforts
also continue to be made to impiove
industrial related a and to enlist the
corporation of workeis m maximising
production

l£To qso iptft : sft, #
wxt sft & avpyifr wr^rr g for

SW  f t  -JcWT UtmT k  fsFRT 
W* •JsqflTH 1973—74 % |TTT ? w ft jfr
% fWrnr % sfttot % fv n
f£T{ mfw* TOgO % 8W

?rtaT, f t
f m fm ,  faftrcr -ft
V̂apr H Tngr * pfarr, fw fl-

?r TT̂ RSr *  ffHT I 5  3TTCRT WTT fT f r
^ sfrn?TT n  t o  ^ ifcpr
| ifrr TO ?Tfr W  T̂TVT P 3fRiT
*t>  ottsw  n  arfe ^ f t  ?

*eqnr?i ifrr wrc tfsrm* if t vm
*rxt rarwar) 1 9 7 3 -7 4  w

v f w  «r i t h  pri5  m  srrmpr
7 «n*r 75 r>rnr 849 z*  §wr vtt* 

#rfa*r *im  ^ 3 ^ 7 6  r t  753
s*  $wt 1 «frc s * 10 *n*t% % tfr
* tto  annrfy w  % f ifjittt 6 
m r  b4|wrtCT<#Tfirzvifhr

m  »ft«f*re 4 *nw 31 ^ n r  300
s r  g«rr ^ f

T̂Taft % STPt *T ift flT5FT %
|  wrrrq flraft 5, 6 %

fa r *  * *  % |  v f c t o *
ferr WF *TTOj VfT *PTT t  fa  «£BT
*sft # tfta, ^r: t  1 m *r|
far 6, 7 arc! *r sft *nrsr *  **f*rs 
jjf?rc?fr H ^ c r  t o * n* «r, 
srft ^ rr#  foft gf *ftr 3*
g w w t ^  sftar ^  qr* f*r TTflrr 
t  1 p t  P r  t> ^ ^ arfr IT
qpRPT$R*T 9T, ?3rPTfT <3*0^
qr 9[<nr >bprt qwr ft fa*
f^T m t f t  ^  m  Tl T 
? tr  t  f^r i f^Tfrrr 1967-68 *r?»r
% 10 r̂r̂ THO ^5TR540 f a  «rr^r » 
1968-^9 if 5 fTO 15 tprrc BO9 ^
strm Jpr fr?r i ^  in t w*r ^*5 6 

f t  fWT ?Tt "TnTTP- w%t ??Tr^
f  f^TT^TnrTqXfrTJT^T^Ttl

iif%?r qgtym tvf «FRTir*£ t«rr,tt
t o  Timr sqrr i %*&; w*twt *t ̂ tT°r 

m  t t o  m  f t  *rf i r̂t 
fftsft ^nfjrr nt o t

% ^  |t i v w  r  vftt f t  f 9
HWfWT «ft f¥JT f»<nr
?m 11 fftr **r arrr % ^rmr^r w w  f t
f f ^ T R T  ^ T T  fr  ?r*T%

«PW*T W?T TO ^ W  Tq?
t  fafc f*nr zfPPTT 3RT I  I 

qr w  wrr t?*t w wr T{?r 
^erif% I

SHRI KRISHNA CHANDRA HAL- 
DEE I want lo know whether It is 
not a fact that Hindustan Steel Emplo­
yees union affiliated to CITU and otBr 
cerg associations DSP submitted con* 
structive suggestions on expansion
schemes and to improve production 
to make the plant viable and this* 
were not accepted by the auUwrltlMft 
Is it not a tact that 700 contractor# 
workers have not yet beso aken back 
inspite of the categorical aswrance
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.given by the hon. Minister Chandra- 
jit Yadav on the floor of the Lok 
Sabha last session? This assurance 
was not honoured l̂ y the management. 
Is it not a fact that at the plant level, 
at the shop level, etc the three tier 
-committee set up t>y the West Bengal 
Labour Minister, Dr Gopaldas Nag 
•could not function due to opposition 
and non-co-operation from the INTUC 
union9 Apart from the an&wer given 
by  the Minister in reply to the mam 
question and suoplcnuntar j question. 
I have mentioned these factor* Are 
these reasons not responsible for the 
poor performance of the Durgapur 
Steel Plant’

SH R r CHANDRAJ1T YADAV. So 
far as the first part of the nueftlon 
•is concerned, namely that some memo* 
randum was submitted by the CITU 
Union and the OflR '̂is’ Union for the 
improvement of p.oductmn and mcius- 
trial relations, thoie suggestions have 
been received and they are getting our 
<due consideration Thii, is al&o a fact 
th.it in the last two years a concerted 
-effort was made to improve industrial 
relations 1 must say that all the 
unions functioning at Durgai ur co­
operated at that stage and < meeting 
was held with the Labou- Minister of 
West Bengal the management end the 
representatives * f the trade unions »n 
the Durgapur Pint. On ’ &ih Maj, 
i*#72, an agreement was reached that 
tripartite committees at thre* ltvels 
Sthe floor level, the plant lev<.*l end the 
State level should be forme J. These 
committees were foinaed and all the 
unions working there, whether affi­
liated to the CITU Union or A1TUC or 
INTUC, ha\e agreed The Plant 
Committee was alro formed, and it 
started functioning well. There was 
no agreement as to vuhat .should be 
the nature t» the participation at the 
floor leve. comnvtVees So far. the 
floor committees couid not be formed 
At the State level some meetings 
were called and certain agreements 
were reached, oat later on certain 
difficulties arose because of inter- 
union rivalries Local problems are 
there, 1 am not denying that, «nd we 
are seeking the co-operation ctf all the

people saying that we should sit to­
gether and try *o resolve these pro­
blems.

So far as the 7o0 contract labourers 
are concerned, this problem of con­
tract labour is there in almost every 
plant Certain pto e-lures were also 
evolved a & to now to absorb most of 
the contract ,abou- One criterion 
was fixed that workers m works 
which are of a permanent nature may 
be made permanent, but with the con­
sent of the iepresrtn stives of 
unions Unfortun ii-'lv, the ui.ion re- 
presentat ves themselves did not agree 
on the specific works which s*re of 
a permanent natur'*, and that is the 
onlj difficulty OJherwi-i*, we stand 
b.\ that principle, we want to imple­
ment it

So far as the 700 woikers are con­
cerned I told the man.igemtnt *lso. 
categorically and 1 nsued instructions 
to the management also that .til those 
workers, wno aro witling to ccT»e 
back and who are not mvolv* d m 
anv violate acti\iU<s should be allow­
ed to come back, except the 20 wor­
kers against *hom there ire police 
cases, but the CITU Union itself is 
insisting that thos» 20 workers should 
also be taken bacK and that unless 
and until they are taken bark, the 
woikers wi*l nov joir In spitt* of 
that more *han 50 ppr cent ha\e **1- 
readv joined, ami further effoits are 
being made I vsm tc assure the 
Members again that I have told them 
not to insist on our taking back the 
20 workers against there aie cases of 
violence We will consider their 
cases later on. Others are welcome 
to join, but it is the ClTT Union 
which is preventing them from conn­
ing and joining the work

SHRI SAMAR MUKHERJEE: On
this issue we made a representations 
to the Minister only a few days ago 
about these 700 contract workers* and 
we had some talks. He told us be 
would 'also see that all were taken 
back.
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SHRI CHANDRAJIT YADAV: 1

am very sorry. Whatever I told you 
1 am saying on the floor ol the House 
again.

SHRI SAMAR MUKHERJEE: You
said you had asked the General Mana­
ger to come io Delhi and have talks 
with you.

SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA- Let us 
have a half-hour discussion on it.

MR. SPEAKER: We can have it.
SARDAR SWARAN SINGH SOKHI:

In reply to part (b) the minister &a>d: 
“Lack of adequate maintenance of 
various items of equipment in the 
past"

1 would like to know (a) who is 
responsible for the p>or maintenance 
of equipment and what are the various 
items of equipment in the plant: (b) 
whether the coke oven plant which 
was supplied by the British consor­
tium as the time of its construction 
early in 1853 was not of the capacity 
as it was originally mentioned and 
it started giving trouble from the 
very beginning of its commission; (c) 
whether the half battery of the coke 
over is being constructed by the same 
firm and (d) when the rebuilding of 
the existing cok«.» oven batteries would 
commence and when it would be com­
pleted.

SHRI CHANDRAJIT YADAV When 
we found that production was falling 
and appreciable improvement was not 
taking place, two committees' were 
formed to go into the details and 
identify the reasons tor low produc­
tion an<j bad maintenance. One Mr.
R  K. Chatterjee was working there 
first as Assistant General Superin­
tendent and then as General Superin­
tendent and then as General Manager.
We fixed the responsibility on him.
He was demoted. Later on he made 
a representation against that but 
ultimately he had to leave the plant. 
Some action was taken against Shri 
C. S. N< Raju, General Superintendent 
I  would assure the hon. member that
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all possible measures are being taken 
for proper maintenance ol the plant. 
We are quite aware of the weaknesses 
managerial or departmental ard a* 
when they came to our notice we take 
effective steps. Some short-term and 
some long-term schemes have been 
prepared and steps are taken. About 
the same question whether the same 
company hag been given the work of 
rebuilding the half cokeoven battery,. 
1 want notice

DR. RANEN SEN: In the statement 
it is said*

The question of augmenting the
captive power generating capacity in 

the steel plant is under examina­
tion. ..

A new half cokeoven battery is
under construction ”
The power crisis is 5 or 6 ytars old 

and the need to have a new power 
plant lelt nearly I years ago. May I 
know why in i»piie of the fact that 
four or five years have elapsed, this 
is still under consideration? What ui 
the reason for this d«lay?

SHRI CHANDRAJIT YADAV. Ac­
tually, the installed capacity ol the 
captive plant is 20 MW. The 
generation capacity is 15 MW. The 
total requirement ol power for the 
existing installed capacity of the 
steel plant is about CO MW. There 
were serious power cuts and pow*r 
interruption during 1973-74 and also 
in the first few months of 1974. But. 
during the last four or five months 
appreciable imporvements have ix-en 
made. We have quite close liaison 
with the DVC and the DVC has met 
the requirements of the plant. We 
want to be sure that the captive plant, 
whose installed capacity 20 MW, 
will produce the maximum. There­
fore, certain steps have been taken 
to maximise the production of the 
captive plant. It is a fact that for the 
last four or five months there has not 
been any shortage of electricity. The 
situation has itmpro/e considerably, 
and we hope this situation will con­
tinue. So far as the half coke oven 
battery is concerned, It is under 
oanstructioo*
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Action is being taken to complete 
th e  re-building o f the coke-oven 
battery as quickly as possible.

Faulty Mining of Iron Ore by Private 
Parties

*143. DR. RANEN SEN: Will the
Minister of STEEL AND MINES be 
pleased to state:

(a) whether the Iron Ore Board 
has discovered faulty mining of iron 
oie by private parties; and

(b) if so, the steps being taken to 
rectify the situation?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN 1 HE 
MINISTRY OF STEEL AND MINES 
(SHRI SUKHDEV PRASAD), (a) In 
the course of *ome studies based on 
available data, the lion Ore Board 
have observed that mining in some 
iireas> m the private sector mines is 
not earned on in a proper and scien­
tific manner.

(b) The Iron Ore Board, therefore, 
constituted two committees to study 
and suggest the integrated develop- 
went ot iron ore deposits tn Baraj' 
amda sector and Bellary-Hospet 
sector. The report oi Barajamda Com­
mittee has been received and uction 
is being taken to implement its re­
commendations. The report of 
Bellaxy.Hospet Committee has yet to 
be received.

DOR. RANEN SEN* Last year in 
neply to question by Shri p. M. Sayeed 
in November 1974 the setting up of 
the two committees was mentioned. 
Later on, we learnt that one of the 
committees of the Iron Board has ex­
pressed serious concern at the misuse 
of iron ore leases by private parties. 
The report goes ©q to state that the 
Board has come out with the finding 
that the private sector, which was 
•arMer contributing a substantial por­
tion of the iron ore, was now only 
cornering them without exploiting them

further. Since this iron ore is very 
necessary lor our steel production and 
for export purposes, may 1 know 
what particular steps the Govern­
ment of India is going to take, or has 
taken, to see that there is control 
over he private companies who are, 
cornering and misusing the iron ore, 
if not completely taking over all the 
iron ore mines held by the private 
companies’

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN *IHE 
MINISTRY OF STEEL AND MINES 
(SHRI CHANDRAJIT YADAV): It
has been stated n  the main answer 
that certain deficiencies in the ex­
ploration of these mines were brought 
to our notice and we felt that certain 
steps are necessary for the improve­
ment of the iron ore mines. There- 
lore, the Iron Ore Board was formed, 
which i& making a study of these pro­
blems It had appointed two commit­
tees. The report of one committee has 
already been received That com­
mittee has made certain suggestions. 
To implement one suggestion a ceilain 
investment is necessary m the Bi.ra- 
jamda area—about Rs. 12 crores for 
developmental works and about Rs 5 
crores for the central screening and 
crushing plane. Thc private mine 
owners have also agreed for the in­
vestment. But they want an assu­
rance that whatever iron ere they will 
mine will be exported and that the 
MMTC should be able to export that 
iron ore. It should not lie on the pit­
head. These questions are being exa­
mined very carefully.

While granting lease to private 
mine-owners, the Government is 
always very careful to see that only 
those mines are given to private mine* 
owners which are not amenable to 
large-scale mechanised mining or 
which are export-oriented. For ex­
ample, Goa has it* history. Goa is 
the main area where private mine- 
owner* exist. It has a history. They 
have been doing business for quite a 
lew years. We do not at the moment 
feel any necessity to take over those 
private mines. Effective steps aie 
being taken and will be taken when




