s Oral Awswers AGRAHAYANA 28, 1806 (SAKA) Ovel dAmewers 6

the owrth-work is Being washed out.
May I know whether the Government
will decide o complete the work of
the rsising of the level before the
¢ coming monsoon?

SHRI H. M. TRIVEDL: A portion of
the National Hughway No. 17 in Kola-
ba distriet is certainly not in
e very good econditon. 8o far os the
portion between Sangameswar and
Ratnagir! is concerned, the State Gov.
ernment have already framed sn es-
timate which they have forwarded to
the Central Government for work
during 1974-75

SHRIMATI ROZA DESHPANDE:
How many bridges are incomplete in
this national highway in Maharashtra?
Secondly may I know whether the
bridges connecting Bombay with Cape
Comorin have been completed or
not?

SHRI H M TRIVED! On National
Highway No 17, three meajor bridges
lying one each in Goa, Karnataka and
Kerala State are already under cons-
truction and one in Goa is under in-
vestigation

SHRI P R SHENOY May I know
whether 1t 18 a fact that National
Highway No 17 18 not straight and
18 ciremitous at several places and
representations are being made to the
Government to straighten this road,
particularly between Kanhanged-Ka-
sargode in Kerala State

SHRIH M TRIVEDI The re-align-
ment of the road has been proposed
in Xerala but that re-alignment has
not yet been approved or sanctioned

Japanese Interest in Steel Projects in
India

=
*538. SHRI NAWAL KISHORE
SHARMA

SHRI C K CHANDRAPFPAN-

‘Will the Mimnister of STEEL AND
MINES be pleased to state

(a) whether the visiting Japanese
delegation have shown interest 1n
setting up steel projects i India;

(b) if o, the lJowmitiomy of sieel
projects, together with the annual
production, capscity and the cost;

(c) the extent to which the dumes-
tie angd export requirements of steel
would be met after the projects start
production; snd

(d) the expected foreign exchange
to be earned as a resuly thercof?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN 1HE
MINISTRY OF STEEL AND MINES
(SHRI SUKHDEV PRASAD): (a) No,
Sir

(b) to (d) Dc not arise.
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SHRI C. K. CHANDRAPPAN: 1
would like to know from the hon. Mi-
nigter whether it is a fact that a
Japanese team of industrialists had
visiteg this country and held talks
with the Government of India in Jai-
pur recently and, in these discussions,
whether it is a fact that the Japa-
nese team said that they are ready
to collaborate with India to set up
various projects including mini-steel
mills considering the fact that Japan
wanty to save labour whereas we in
our country want labour-intensive
schemes.

All these factors were taken into ac-
count and they suggested that they
are ready to help technologically and
even financially our country to set up
mini-steel mills along with many
o;het projects. I want to know about
that.

&

SHRI CHANDRAJIT YADAV: Itis
a fact that the Japanese Trade dele-
gation visited Jaipur this year. It was
a non-official delegation. They partici-
pated in a conference held at Jainur.
But they did not put up any proposals
specifically fcr mini-steel mills. As
I gaid earlier, there is no specific pro-
posal from the Government of Japan.
Sometimes, the Japanese business
houses, some consultants, have shown
some interest. But there is no zpecific
proposal.

SHRI M. S. SANJEEVI RAO: I
would like to know from the hon
Minister whether hg is considering to
approach Japap for setting up palle-
tisation mills like the one set up by
Mr. Chogle in Goa so that we can ex-
port iron palletg instead of iron ore,
thereby saving not only freight rates
but also foreign exchange.
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SHRI CHANDRAJIT YADAY: It is
a fact that, instead of expoyting fron
ore and fines, it we are in a position
toemrtpellctl,thatvvlllbemm
beneficial. That is a new
There are one or two pellet plants
now in our country. We are having
negotiations and we are proposing to
have more pellet plants in our coun~
try. There i8 no question of colla-
boration with any other country. The
knowhow is available in this country.
The question is only of finances and
as goon as they are available, we will
try to have more pellet plants.
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SHRI R V SWAMINATHAN
While answering a  supplementary
question, the Mimster hag mentioned
that some steel mills are coming up
n South India Particularly in tHe
Salem steel mill, no work s being
done, 1t has been slowed down or it
has been stopped I want to know

what 18 the present position about the
Salem steel plant

SHRI CHANDRAJIT YADAV: 1
have made 1t very clear time and
again that it 18 wrong to say that the
work has been stopped at Salem.
Some work has already been taken
up and it has been completed. In this
financial year, for the money which
18 required for this year, we are mak-
ing all possible arrangements, so that
the work is in progress and does not
stop.
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SHRI B Vv NAIK May I know from
the hon Minister whether the Finance
Minster of the Government of Karna-
taka has gone on record saying that
the Government of Karnataka would
be interested in collaboration with a
Japanese firm or firms in seeing that
the proposed Vijayanagar Steel Plant
1s made to take off and completed
within a year and whether any con-
crete proposals have been recelved by
the hon Minister and it so, what is hus
reaction?



11 Orgl Answers

MR. SPEAKER. | am sorry Members
are asking specific gquestions without
notice If the Minigter hag any infor-
mation, he can five Otherwise, he is
not bound to quve 1it.

SHRI CHANDRAJIT YADAV I
have no informations.

MR. SPEAKER: Shri M. C Daga—
not here

Shri Ramsahay Pandey.
Fanlty in Working of Wage Law

+
*538. SHRI R S. PANDEY

SHRI YAMUNA PRASAD
MANDAL:

Will the Mimster of LABOUR be
pleased to state

(a) whether Government's attention
has been drawn to the news item pub-
lLisheq in a local daily dated the 20th
November, 1974 regarding ‘Faults seen
in working of Wage Law’; and

(b) if so, the reaction of Gov-
ernment thereto?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF LABOUR (SHRI BAL-~
GOVIND VERMA). (a). A report On
the subject which appeared in the In-
dian Express dated 20th November,
1974 has been seen by Government

{b) The report refers manly to de-
lays in the revision of wages notified
under the Mimimum Wages Act, 1948
and deficiencies in their enforcement
The State Governments had been ad-
vised from time to time to take care
of both these aspects
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National minimum wage in the
sense of uniform minimum monetary
rate of remuneration for the country
as a whole is neither feasible nor
desirable It may be possible how-
ever that 1n the different homogenous
regions 1n each State a regional
mimmum wage could be notified,

An effort should be made to fix such
regional minimum
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