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(a) wfeetfeer thfe attention of Gov­
ernment has b*»a drawn to the propo­
sals made in an article by the Chair* 
man of National Committee on Science 
and Technology Working Group on 
'desalination published in a weekly 
••dated April 4-10, 1976; and

(b) if so, the reaction of Govern­
ment thereto?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF PLANNING (SHRI 
&ANKAR GHOSE): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) R&D work is in progress in 
JBARC (Bhaba Atomic Research Cen­
tre) Bombay, CSMCRI (Central Salt & 
Marine Chemical Research Institute), 
Bhavnagar etc.

Solar Energy

*573. SHRI NTTIRAJ SINGH CHAU- 
DHURI: Will the Minister of PLAN­
NING be pleased to state the progress 
made on harnessing Solar Energy so 
far?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF PLANNING (SHRI 
SANKAR GHOSE): R&D on devices 
for utilization of solar energy by direct 
photo voltaic conversion and by 

‘ thermal utilization of solar energy is 
underway. A major experimental pro­
ject on Space Heating has been com­
pleted at the Bharat Heavy Electricals 
Limited plant at Hardwar and is under 
evaluation at present. An integrated 
project prepared by the Department of 
Science and Technology for the en­
gineering development of solar thermal 
devices for rural, urban and metro* 
politan sectors, has been approved by 
the Energy Research Committee and is 
in progress.

Ifrg-yal Project* far emeeattoo by 
MMjMWinr Projects at M k

•574. SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA: Will 
"the Minister of INDUSTRY AND 
CIVIL SUPPLIES be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Engineering Pro­
jects of India are receiving enquiries 
for execution of a number of projects 
from abroad, especially from Gulf and 
Arab countries;

(b) if so, the facts thereof; and

(c) the measures taken by Govern­
ment to utilise this opportunity and 
accept these offers?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY AND 
CIVIL SUPPLIES (SHRI A. C. 
GEORGE): (a) and (b). Engineering 
Projects (India) Limited entered the 
overseas market about three years 
back. During this period their partici­
pation in international tenders has re­
sulted in orders of the value of 
Rs.38.13 crores being secured by them 
in the Middle East, South East Asia 
and Europe. EPI is now poised to se­
cure more business in the future.

(c) To facilitate orders being placed 
on EPI Government p-rovides counter 
guarantees against bank, guarantees 
obtained by EPI. Furthermore, EPI 
has been permitted to open regional 
offices in Kuwait and Baghdad for 
business promotion. Similarly Govern­
ment assists EPI m negotiations with 
international financial institutions and 
foreign governments. Besides all thia, 
whatever reasonable assistance and 
support EPI might require in their 
export efforts, it is always made avail­
able by the Government.

Maanfeetare i f  simple foncttaml 
T.V Seta

*575. SHRI K. S. PANDEY: 
SHRIMATI BHARGAVI

THANKAPPAN:
Will the Minister of ELECTRONICS 

be pleased to state:
(a) whether any follow up steps 

have been taken in pursuance of the 
Prime Minister's advice to the televi­
sion manufacturers that simple and 
functional T.V. sets should be design­
ed and their manufacturing and mar­
keting coat be reduced;




