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MR. SPEAKER : The House may
stand in silence for a short while to
express its sorrow.

The Members then stood in silence for a
short while.

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
fadai & wiealin wiegias v
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THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
(SHRI SURENDRA PAL SINGH) :
(a) and (b). No Indian Cultural Centres
have so far been estaplished abroad under
Governinent auspices. Most of our miss-
ions abroad, however, maintain libraries
and reading-rooms and arrange film shows
and our Public Relation Officers and
Information Officers pay particular atten-
tion to cultural affairs, for which they arc
reasonably well equipped.
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s gFx wiw fdg : a9 gl F Arw
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@ & fag 9o+ agr defa & a1
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SHRI HARI KISHORE SINGH : Sir,
in view of the poor performances in re-
gard to cultural affairs of our country
abroad, does the Government think of
establishing branches of the Indian
Council of Cultural Relations in other
Countries, especially in South-East Asian
countries and in all other countries with
which we have cultural affinity.

SHRI SURENDRA PAL SINGH : In
addition to the work which is being carried
on by our Information Officers and Cultur-
al Attaches, it is also a fact that the
Indian Council of Cultural Relations ig
also doing similar work and they have a
number of schemes in hand. For instance,
they have got centres of Indian studies
and they have also got Chairs of Indian
Culture in foreign universities. They have
proposed a scheme for opening two new

cultural centres at Sua in Fiji and George
Town in Guiana.
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SHRI H. N. MUKERJEE : Sir, may
I know if the Minister is aware of a general
impression among the people who go
abroad or who stay abroad for a certain
amount of time that these officers usually
arc functioning as information officers
who distribute documents like spceches of
the Prime Minister and do not function as
cultural officers either for liaison with
cultural representatives in the countries of
their accredition or as spokesmen  of
Indian culture organising things which will
project the idea of Indian culture abroad?

SHRI SURENDRA PAL SINGH
This is the viewpoint of the hon’blc
Member with which I am not prepared to

agree.

DR. MELKOTE : Isit a fact that a
number of people from India go outside-
most of them students-- and the foreigners
would like to understand from them the
cultural aspect of India? Often times, they
may be Hindus, they may be Christians,
they may be Muslims and thesc people are
asked to speak about Indian culture and
they give & mutilated picture of Indian
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culture. May I know what is being done by
the Cultural Branch to rectify these
things?

SHRISURENDRA PAL SINGH : This
is & very important point which the hon.
Member has raised. It is a fact that a large
number of students go abroad to various
countries and it is also important that they
should go from here with a proper oricn-
tation and proper knowledge of our culture
so that they can project a better image of
India. For this purpose, the Indian
Council of Cultural Relations has proposed
a new scheme which they have called the
orientation of Indian scholars. Under
this scheme it is proposed that before a
student goes abroad he will be put through
an orientation coursc and he will be told
everything about Indian culture; so that
he has a proper background of our culture,
so that when he goes abroad he will be
able to project a better image of our
country.

SHRI SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA :
When selections are made for the Indian
Foreign Service, are there any criteria
laid down for selection, particularly to the
posts of cultural attaches, as there must be
for the posts of commercial attaches?

SHRI SURENDRA PAL SINGH :
Cultural attaches are officers of the Mini-
stry of Education. The selection is done
by the Ministry of Education and then
they are attached to our missions abroad.
They carry on this work on behalf of
the Ministry of Education but they are
under our administrative control so long
as they arc a part of our Missions.

SHR1 SHYAMNANDAN MISHRA :
A very anomalous situation,





