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Earnings from Railway Freight
Traffic

*41. SHRIMAT! JYOTSNA CHANDA:
Will the Minister .ol‘ RAILWAYS bc pleased
to state :

(a) whether any improvement has been
made in revenue earnings from Railway frei-
ght traffic in the first quarter of the current
financial year; and

(b) if not, the reasons therefor ?
THE MINISTER OFF RAILWAYS

(SHRT K. HANUMANTHAIYA) : (a). the
earnings from Railway freight (i. e. goods)
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traffic in the first quarter of 1971.72 were
about Rs. 5 crores more than those in the
corresponding period of 1970-71, but they
fell short of the budgetary anticipations by
about one crore of rupees.

(b) The shortfall has been mostly due to
less than anticipated loading of coal from
Bengal-Bihar coal<fields and less than anticipa-
ted movement of general goods traffic to and
from the Eastern sector of the country on
account of dislocations in train services.
Traffic in wron ore also fell short of anticipa-
tion,

SHRIMATI JYOTSNA CHANDA : 1
want to know this from the hon. Minister.
Just now the hon. Ministrer has stated that
the shortfall 1s because of less movement n
the traffic to and from the North Eastern
1egion. T want to know why this is so, 1 want
to know why the train services and wagon
movement are not utilised properly towards
Fastern India, that is, Assam and Tripura ?

SHRI K. HANUMATHAIYA : It is
expected to 1mprove from this month on-
wards. But, the real rcason for the shortfall
15 not within the control of the Railways. It
15 connected with the law and order situation
and also lower production in the steel plants
fron ore has not been exported in sufficient
quantity. So there are so many factors.
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Wagons required for movement
of Conl from Collieries in
Bihar

*38. RAJMATA KRISHNA KUMARI
JODHPUR : Will the Minister of
RAILWAYS be pleased to state :

(a) the total mumber of wagons required
daily for the movement of accumulated pit-
head stocks of coal as also the current prod-
uction from the collieries in Bihar;

(b) the total number of wagons being
provided by the Railways daily; and
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(¢) the extent to which the shortage of
wagons has hampered industrial production
of the country ”

THE MI ISTER OF RAILWAYS (SHR1
K. HA UMA THAIYA): (a) to (c). Total
coal production from the collierics in Bihar
from April to July 71 (latest figures availablce
with this Ministry) has been 1020 million
tonnes, including 5-12 million tonnes coking
coal and 5-08 millon tonnes non-coking coal.
How much of this production does not reg-
uire rail transport duc to the collicries’ own
consumption, quantity consumed in the prod-
uction of hard coke and soft coke, unconsu-
mable rejects from the pit mouth washceries
and coal moving by the other modes of
transport etc, is not known to this Ministry.
The level of production in the first four
months of the year would require loading of
about 4000 wagons a day to clear the entire
production by rail. Allowing for other modes
of transport, rail despatch requircments wiil
be about 3800 wagons a day,

The stocks of coal in the Bihar ficlds at
the end of July 71 were 5-59 million tonnes
against 3-66 million tonnes at the end of
March'70, which can be assumed to be
normal. The number of wagons required per
day to c¢lear the accumulated pithead stocks
would depend upon the period over which
the cxcess stocks are to be cleared.

The number of wagons loaded from coll-
icrics and washeries in Bihar from April
1971 are as under

April 3.544
May 3.444
June 3,231
July 3,404
August 3,834
September 3,480
October 3,525

The information regarding the extent to
which the shortage of wagons has  hampered
industrial preduction in the country is not
readily available with this Ministry, Accor-
ding to the information available production
of major industries like steel  plants,
power houses etc. have not been aflected as
particular carc was taken to meet their
essential demands.
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Foreign Exchange Earned threugh
Jute and Tea

RANJAN  DAS
FORETGN

Fo43.51IRE PRIYA
MU NS Will the Ministar of
TRADIL. be pleased to staie

exchange  the
and Tea in

forcign
through Jute

(a) the actuai
country has carned

the year 1970-71:

(h) whether due to the recent floods in
sonme parts of West Bengal and - Bihar and
the shortage of coal wagons in Duars, North
Bengal and Assani the jute and tea wrade

in the foreizn market has been affected: and





