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AND BROADCASTING AND MINISTER 
OF SPACE (SHRIMATI INDIRA 
GANDHI): (a) The French Government has 
dropped the development of their Diamant B.
C. Satellite Launcher.

(b) The decision of the French Govern
ment does not affect the Indian space pio- 
gramme.

Newe-Item *I« MU Lai in Maharashtra* 
Appearing in Blits Dated 24th June, 1972

*•>8. SHRI C. JANARDHANAN : Will 
the Minister of HOME AFFAIRS be pleased 
to state :

(a) whether the attention of Government 
has been drawn to an article appearing in the 
Blitz (last page) dated the 24 th June, 1972 
captioned "Is Mai Lai m Maharashtra”; 
and

(b) if so, the reaction of Governm* nt 
thereon ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS AND IN 
THE DEPARTMENT OF PERSONNEL 
(SHRI RAM NIWAS MIRDHA) : (a) Yes 
Sir.

(b) It has been the policy of the Govern
ment that the administration should be solici
tous of the. welfare of the weaker sections of 
the society, particularly whenever any unfor
tunate incident takes place in which members 
of such weaker sections are the victims. All 
authorities concerned have been directed to 
ensure prompt and effective investigation of 
offences committed against Haryans and it has 
been clarified that any failure to do so would 
amount to a great dereliction of duty on the 
part of the officers concerned.

Loss on Poet Offices in Rural Areas

*59. SHRI JAGANNATH MISHRA i 
Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS 
be pleased to state :

(a) whether the Posts and Telegraphs 
Department loses Rs. 90 lakhs every year for 
putting up Post offices in rural areas ; and

(b) if so, the reasons thereof ?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICA
TIONS (SHRI H. N. BAHUGUNA): (a) The 
Po«s and Telegraphs Department Is incurring
* lost of about Rs. 67 lakhs per annum on an 
average for opening and retaining experimen
tal Port Offices.

(b) After Independence, in accordance 
with the objective of providing the very basic 
and preliminary infrastructure of communica
tion to the rural folk, the Government have 
been following a liberal policy in the matter 
of starting rural postal service.

The loss mentioned in (a) above are the 
direct result of this policy.
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Sale and Smuggling of Liquor in tlae 
Country

401. SHRI MUHAMMED SHERIEFi 
Will the Minister of HOME AFFAIRS be 
pleased to state:

(a) whether any measures have been 
taken by Government to check the sale of 
spurious liquor and smuggling in the country; 
and

(b) If so, the State-wise step* taken in (he 
matter and the progress achieved ?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER I N  THE




