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LOK SABHA

Monday, November 26, 1973/Agraha-
yang 5, 1895 (Saka)

The Lok Sabha mct at Eleven of the
Clock

[MR. SPEAKER in the Chair]
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

Transporting Cement and other com-
modities to North East Region from
Calcutta to Paradeep Ports

~211. SHRI P. R. SHENOY: Will
the Minister of SHIPPING AND
TRANSPORT be pleased to state:

(a) whether ships from Calcutta to
Gauhati are not fully loaded at pre-
sent; and

*

(b) if so, whether the possibility of
transporting cement and other com-
modities to North East region of the
country from Calcutta and Paradip
has becn considered?

THE MINISTER OF SHIPPING
AND TRANSPORT (SHRI KAMLA-
PATI TRIPATHI): (a) Mercantile
cargo from Calcutta to Gauhati is not
adeguately available,

(b) The proposal for transporting
cement from Cal-utta to North-East
region by river is under considera-
tion.

SHRI P. R. SHENOY: In view of
the rapid congestion at Calcutta and
transport bottleneck at Farraka and
also transhipment difficulty at Bon-
gaigam and the non-availability of
wagons everywhere, may 1 know whe-
ther the Government will consider the
transportation of cement and GI pipes
and iron sheets and other essential
commodities from Calcutta and Para-
dip to Gauhati immediately;
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SHRI P. R. SHENOY: The Minister
says that the matter is under consi-
deration. But in the entire north
eastern region now there is acute
shortage of cement and also from
sheets which are very essential for
house building activity. In Assam
they want to have a cement factory.
Even for that they require cement and
that is not available now. In view
of thesce factors. may I know whether
cement, iron shects and other essen-
tial commodities will be sent to the
North-eastern region immediately by
ship? These things carn be sent by
ship not only from Calcutta but also
from Paradip to Gauhati and also if
possible to Agartala, because the ships
are now coming from Gauhati to
Calcutta fully loaded and when they
go back from Calcutta to Gauhati they
go practically empty?
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SHRI DINESH CHANDRA GO-
SWAMI: The hon. Minister has sta-
ted that the cargo 1is not available.
But so far as our knowledge goes,
there is a great dearth of wagons and
the business community is not getting
wagons even if there is cargo avail-
able. May I know what steps the
Government is taking to bring down
the freight in steamers and also to
give incentives to the persons to take
goods from Calcutta to Gauhati by
steamer? I would also like to know
what is the time taken by steamer
from Calcutta to Gauhati.
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SHRI DINESH CHANDRA GO-
SWAMI: What is the time required
by a steamer from Calcutta to Gau-
hati?

SHRI KAMLAPATI TRIPATHI: 1
think, it will be decided very soon.

SHRI P. VENKATASUBBAIAH:
From the hon. Minister’s reply, it is
not sufficiently clear that the whole
system of transportation from Calcutta
to Gauhati and other places by ships
is being delayed not because of any
change in the freight rate but because
of lack of sufficient cargo. May I
, know from the hon. Minister when
this acute transportation difficulty was
brought to the notice of the Govern-
ment and what immediate steps they
have taken to coordinate the transport
of cement and other essential commo-
dities both by rail and sea?
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New Registration of D.D.A. Flats

*212. SHRI ISHWAR CHAUDHRY:
SHRI G. P. YADAV:

Will the Minister of WORKS AND
HOUSINGH be pleased to state:

(a) whether no registration has

been done since long by D.D.A. for

allotting houses to the people; and

(b) if so, the reasons therefor and
‘by what time new registration will
start?

THE MINISTER OF WORKS AND
HOUSING (SHRI BHOLA PASWAN
SHASTRI): (a) No, Sir.

(b) Does not arise,
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