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MR. SPEAKER: You want fo put
questions or want to make comments?
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The hon. Member will not be re-
corded.

SHRI HUKAM CHAND KACH-
WAL (*)

Oral Answers AGRAHAYANA 2], 1888 (SAKA) Oral Answers a2

MR. SPEAKER: Nothing will go
on record. We will not carry on
tiil this gentleman sits. I have called
Mr, Sathe. He is now interrupting
him. There is no question of the
Minister’s replying. I cannot compel
him to reply as the hon. member likes.
If he has got any grievance he cam
represent. Bul, he cannot hold up
the whole proceedings of the House.

(Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: I cannot compel
the Minister to answer in a particu-
lar way. He can write to the Minis-
ter or to me. Mr. Sathe.

Supply of Japanese Steel

*448. SHRI VASANT SATHE:
SHRI DHAMANKAR:

Will the Minister of STEEL AND
MINES be pleased to state:

(a) whether attention of Govern-
ment has been drawn to the news item
appeared in the Press on the 13th
November, 1974 regarding stoppage
of steel supply by Japan;

(b) if 80, the reaction of Govern-
ment thereto; and

(c) the steps takep in the matter?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF STEEL AND MINES
(SHRI SUKHDEV PRASAD): (a)
and (b). It is not correct to say that
Japan stopped supply of steel as re-
ported in the Financial Express.

(¢) Does not arise.

SHRI VASANT SATHE: Sir, I
would like to know from Government
whether it is a fact that in Japan it-
self, now due to rise in the cost of
labour, the cost of steel production is
going up. And there has been a pro-
posal from Japan to set up a steel
plant of sophisticated type in India
Hag the Government any idea of con-
sidering such a proposal?

(*) Not recorded.
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF STEEL AND
MINES (SHRI CHANDRAJIT YA-
DAYV): Sir, this was a specific ques-
tion regarding the stoppage of supply
of steel by Japan. The hon. Member
15 now asking a new question as to
whether Japan has proposed to estab-
lish a new steel mill in India of the

sophisticated nature. There is no
proposal like this at the present
moment.

SHRI VASANT SATHE: But, if

there is such a proposal, will you
consider that?

SHR1I BISWANARAYAN SHAS-
TRI: Sir, May I know from the hon.
Minister, what is the total gquantity
of steel that has been supplied by
Japan to India?

SHRI CHANDRAJIT YADAV:
Sir, this import differs from year to
year. According to our requirements,
a prior assessmnent is 'made; we make
advance assessment. 1 can say for the
information of the hon. Member that
last year, for cxample, we placed
orders with the Japanese and others
and a quantity of 538,000 tonnes of
steel got spilled over to this year.

SHRI P. VENKATASUBHAIAH:
Sir, stepping up of steel production
i the country is quite necessary in
order to avoid imports of steel from
Japan. Keeping that in view, may
T know from the hon. Minister whe-
ther the proposed steel mills at Visa-
khapatnam and Vizianagaram will be
started soon, because there is an ap-
prehension among the people of
Andhra Pradesh that these steel plants
will not see the light of the day?

SHRI CHANDRAJIT YADAV: Sir,
I agree with the hon. Member that
the steel production has to be stepped
up in our country and we should meet
indigenously “the requirements of our
country., All necessary steps have
been taken and we are still almost
about a million tonne short of steel,
and therefore, we have to impert
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about half a million to one millign
tonne of steel We are trying our
best. So far as the existing steel
millg are concerned, we are taking all
necessary stops to increase the pro-
duction of these mills. This year,
production has appreciably risen in
the earlier months. So far as the
other southern steel mills are con-
cerned, 1t 18 not correct to say that
they will not see the light of the day.
I would take this opportunity to re-
move this sort of apprehension from
the minds of the people that these
steel mills will not come mto exist-
ence and that they will not see the
hght of the day But, the fact 1s
otherwise I have asked very recent-
ly the ronsullant. ta take necessary
steps to prepate the detailed project
reports and I am sue, before the end
of this month o1 early next month,
necessary steps will be taken tor the
preparation of DPRs  Therefote, I
would like to say that the promises
made by the Prime Minister will be
fulfilled and steps will be taken to
see that thesc steel mills come up
and that there 15 no scope for this
sort of confusion that these steel mills
will not come up.

SHRI RANABAHADUR SINGH: Is
it true that Japan has stopped the
supply of steel because of the dis-
agreement between our country and
Japan regarding the price of iron ore
that was being supplied by us and our
country has moved that the price of
Indian iron ore should be in keeping
with the international price whereas
the price that is being paid by Japan
is far below that? T would like to
know whether this stoppage of sup-
ply of steel is due to this disagree-
ment?

SHRI CHANDRAJIT YADAYV:
Sir, perhaps, the hon. Member did
nol listen to me properly. I made
it very clear that Japan has not
stopped the supply of steel to our
country. Rather, the fact is other-
wise. This year, the demand for steel
is not as much as in the previous
years. Therefore, we took the initia-
tivee. We had placed order with
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Japan and we wanted that 67,000
tonnes of steel, which wasg to arrive
in our country, should be deferred.
Therefore, it is not correct to say that
there is any disagreement. Our rela-
tiong with Japanese exporters have
been very good. Rather, they were
good enough not to insist on supply
and that part order was cancelled,
though according to the contract, they
could take certain steps but they did
not take. But as far as the fron ore
price is concerned, that 1s a different
matter. We have been negotiating
with our importers about the iron
ore price time and again and there
are no such strained relations between
us and Japan on this question.

SHRI RANABAHADUR SINGH: I
had also asked whether the price of
Indwan ore being paid by Japan is far
below the international price of ore

SHRI CHANDRAJIT YADAV-
Thi, question should be addressed to
the Ministry of Commerce hecause
this concerns them

SHRI D N TIWARY. How does
the price of imported Japanese steel
(ompare with that of indigenous stecl?

SHRI CHANDRAJIT YADAV:
Actuslly, there is no question of com-
purison of prices. We purchase those
types of steel which we require and
which we are not manufacturing in
our counby or aie in short supply
from Japan or any other country, for
that matter, and we pay the interna-
tional price

SHRI CHAPALENDU BHATTA-
CHARYYA: Will the hon. Minister
let us know the projections about the
future import of steel from Japan?
Have the figures been worked out?
How much are you going to import
in the coming year?

SHRI CHANDRAJIT YADAV:
I guve the latest figure. In 1874-T5.
we placed an order for import of
about 4,860,000 tonnes. For the next
year, it is still being worked out We
work out in advance and then place
orders.

SHRI P R. SHENOY: 1Is it a faoh
that on umt for the production of
galvanised sheets in Rourkela is lying
idle for want of steel?

SHRI CHANDRAJIT YADAV: I
require fresh notice.

MR. SPEAKER: ‘The question hour
is over. .

g TR o e wgeT,
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WRITTEN ANSWERS TO QUESTION
Army Recruiting Centre in Kerala

*434 SHRI C K, CHANDRAPPAN:
Will tne Munster of DEFENCE be
pleased to state

(a) whether Government have
taken a final decigion to set up a
recruiting centre at Kerala for army;
and

(b) if so, the facts thereof?

THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE
(SHRI SWARAN SINGH). (a) and
(b). Two Army Recruiting Offices
which cover Recruitment to Navy also
are already functioning at Ernakulam
and Calicut in Kerala State; they are
considered gdequate, for the present,
for carrying out recruitment to the
Army and the Navy from the State.

A new Recruitment Office for the
Afr Force is being set up shortly, In
the Btate.





