3 Oral Answers

SHRI JAGANATH RAO: The Chair-
man of the Paradip Port Trust has been
changed. Why not the other members of the
trust also be changed, now that four years
have elapsed?

SHRI RAJ BAHADUR : Some members
have been changed. 1 have got the details
of the changes that have been made. For
example, Shri Bhagwan Kotak was nominated
vice Shri K. B. Sircar. There are changes
in the list of certain officers also. The Board
consists of a large number of ofticials of the
various departments and, naturally, this is the
first Board, and it does require some time to
be formed.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU : Will the
hon. Minister kindly tell us the amount of
money that has becn advanced by the Orissa
State Government for the construction of this
port which is a Central affair, and whteher
the Central Government is considering to
repay that, andif so, how soon, and why....

MR. SPEAKER : It is about the con-
stitution of the Board; not ragarding payment
of money.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: It is a
Trust, and the money has to be repaid......

MR SPEAKER : You arc widening the
scope of the question, Next question.

Turget of Shipping Tonnage Proposed by the
Shipping Corporation of India.

#424, SHRI N.K. SANGHI : Will the
Minister of SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT
be pleased to state :

(a) the target of shipping tonpage pro-
posed by the Shipping Corporation of India
Ltd, at the end of March, 1971 and how much
of it has been achieved;

(b) the reasons for the shortfall, if any;
and

(c) whether there is any proposal to
obtain ships on long time charter and if so,
the tonnage thereof ?

THE MINISTER OF PARLIAMENTARY
AFFAIRS AND SHIPPING AND TRANS-
PORT (SHRI RAJ BAHADUR): (a) the
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target was 8,70,006 GRT and actual achieve-
ment was 8,63,358. GRT.

(b) The shortfall was due to delay in the
delivery of a cargo vessel M, V. *Vishva Darshan’
being built by the Hindustan Shipyard Limi-
ted. The ship is now expected to be delivered
shortly.

(c) There is no proposal at present to
obtain ships on Jong time charter.

SHRI N.K. SANGHI : From what the
hon. Minister has said, it looks there is very
little shortfall in shipping. But according to
the fourth Plan target, it is four million GRT.
We arc lifting only 21 percent of our cargo in
our bottoms. So, may I know what is being
done to reach 50 percent target in respect of
carrying our import and export in our «wn
ships?

SHRI RAJ BAHADUR : 1 must say
we are doing vary well, so faras tonnage is
concerned to build up our own shipping and
think the question that my hon. friend has put
does not arisc out of this question because
this relates exclusively to the Shipping
Corporation of india. But for his benefit,
I may tell him that today wc are having
as much as 2.4 million GRT in operation and
abuot 800,000 GRT on order, and we hope
to achieve the target of four mitlion tonnes, the
total tonnage 1 order and that in operation,
put together, by the end of the fourth Plan,perio
Of course, we are lifting only 21 persent of our
total trade, but it should also berealised that
our trade is also increasing very fast,
and today 2] per cent constitutes a much larger
tonnage of trade lifted. It is a much larger
faction as compared to what our ships carried
some 10 to 15 years back We have however
to build up a level of shipping tonnage with
which we can carry 50 per cent, town
trade but that will take time.

SHRI N.K. SANGHI: Since we have
in order 10 ships from the German Democratic
Republic, Six out of which are container-
oriented, may I know whether suitable action
has been taken to develop the container service
in the railway so that while we get the ships
from the German Democratic Republic, we
are able to carry the load properly and get
the ships properly taken care of ?

SHRI RAJ BAHADUR : So far as
the container service inconcerned, it is a very
laudable objective in mechanisation tonnage
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with which. But the fact remains that

we have got to tune up our port arragements
for that; we have also to tune up the railway
arrangements and we have also to synchr-
onise also many arrangements. Therefor, it
to state how soon
we are going to take to contairerisation and

to acquire container ships.

SHRI VAYALAR RAVI : In the Cochin

port, which is a major port, many of the shipp-f

ing liners are refusing to go there because o
the explosive berth recently instituted there.

‘In view of the fact that many of the major

liners are not coming to Cochin due tor
the explosive berth will Geverrment «c1¢icd
shifting the explosive berth to some other
minor port ?

SHRI RAJ BAHADUR : I do not know
how this supplementary arises out cof this
question, but I will certainly bear in mind what
he has stated.

Demand for Upgradation of Cochin City

*425. SHRI A.K. GOPALAN: Will
the Minister of FINANCE be pleased to

_state :

(a) whether Government have received
any memorandum requesting the upgrada-
tion of Cochin city in view of the recent Census;

(b) if so, the main demands contained
in the memorandum; and

(c) whether Government propose to up-
grade Cochin city, and if so, when ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN MINI-
STRY OF FINANCE (SHRI K.R. GANESH)
(a) Yes, Sir.

(b) The demand in the memorandum is
that the question of upgradation of Ccchin
for the grant of house rent and city compen-
satory allowances to the Central Government
employees posted there should betaken up
urgently on the basis of the provisional census
figures.

(¢©) Any further classification/reclassifi-
cation of cities and towns including. Cochin
will have to await the final report of 1971
Census.
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SHRI A. K. GOPALAN : What are the
conditions for upgrading ? Have those con-
ditions not been satisfied by Cochin city ?

SHRI K.R. GANESH : The criteriaon
laid down by the Pay Commission for house
rent and compensatory allowance is population.
According to the 1961 census, the population
of Cochin was 3,40,810. That is why it is a
C class city.

SHRI A.K. GOPALAN : Last time when
the same question was put, it was said that
the question of upgrading is r.lated to census
figures. 1 do not know why it is now said
that the Pay Commission’s rerort should be
awaited. Is it not done on the basis of po-
pulation?

SHRI K.R. GANESH : I have not been
understood. I said, the Pay Commission has
laid down population as the criteriaon. Cochin
was declared C class on the basis of 1961
census figures. The provisional figures for
1971 are available, but the Government has
decided to await the final figures which will
be coming in a few months’ time.

SHRI A.K. GOPALAN : The census
figures are out now. Why can’t the Govern-
ment decide now?

SHRI K.R. GANESH : Unless the final
figures are available, it will mean upgradation
of many other cities.
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