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Th* Lok Sabha nut at Eleven o f the Clock.

[ M r . S p e a k e r  in the Chair]

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

Lead Bank Scheme

♦fiOl. PROF. NARAIN CHAND PARA- 
SHAR : Will the Minister of FINANCE be 
pleased to state :

(a) whether the Lead Bank Scheme started 
in December, 1969, has made any headway in 
opening new branches in the rural areas of 
the country and providing banking facilities 
to the masses ;

(b) if so, the number of branches opened 
under the Scheme, St ate-wise since its 
inception :

(c) whether any annual target is fixed 
under the Scheme ; and

(d) whether there is any gap in the 
actual performance and if so, the reasons 
therefor ?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF FINANCE (SHRIMATI 
SUSHILA ROHATGI) : (a) to (d). A state- 
ment is placed on the Table of House.

Statement

Since the commencements of the Lead 
Bank Scheme in January 1970 to the end of 
January, 1972, the banks in the public sector 
have opened 3498 new offices. O f these 2351 
are located in rural and 575 in semi-urban 
areas. The pace of brand) expansion of 
Commercial Banks has gained impetus from 
tba operation o f the lead bank scheme. The 
quick surveys carried out by the lead banks 
in their respective districts have helped identi­

fication of centres requiring banking facilities 
urgently. Regional meetings were convened 
by Reserve Bank to speed up and facilitate 
the location of growth centres thrown up by 
the surveys made by the banks. Such meet­
ings have held at Madras, Calcutta, Patna, 
Kanpur, Bhopal, Delhi, and Jaipur. Besides 
the banks themselves have held meetings at 
district levels to draw up programmes for 
extending branch network to centres identified 
by them.

It is envisaged that in the three year per­
iod 1972-74 about 5000 new offices will be 
opened and the banks have been asked to 
prepare their plans accordingly. Keeping in 
view the limitations of their resources the 
progress of branch expansion so far has not 
been unsatisfactory.

A Statement showing the number of bran­
ches opened by the commercial banks State- 
wise is attached.

Statement

State/Union
Territories

As on 
31.12,69

As on 
31.1.72

New
offices
opened
between
31.12.69
and
31.1.72

1 2 3 4 5

1. Andhra 
Pradesh

618 923 305

2. Assam* 90 160 70

3. Bihar 309 510 201

4. Gujart 840 1194 354

3. Haryana 191 284 93

6. Himachal 
Pradesh

48 103 55

7. Jammu & 
Kashmir

48 107 59

8, Kerala 648 919 271

9. Madhya 
Pradesh 362 646 284
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1 2 3 4 5

10. Maharashtra 1203 1G12 409

11. Mysore 857 1203 346

12. Nagaland 4 5 1

13. Orissa 111 187 76

14. Punjab 417 629 212

15. Rajasthan 393 559 166

16. Tamil Nadu 1110 1447 337

17. Uttar Pradesh 817 1275 458

18. West Bengal 537 736 199

19. Manipur 2 6 4

20. Tripura 6 12 6

21. Union
Territories 439 559 120

* Including Meghalaya and Mizoram.

Total 9050 13076 4026

PROF. NARAIN CHAND PARASHAR : 
From the statement, it appears that the banks 
plan to open new branches and have been 
asked to prepare plans accordingly. May 
I know if some public representatives will also 
be associated while the plans are drawn up or 
will it be only a one-way traffic ?

SHRIMATI SUSIIILA ROHATGI : 
While finalising the concept of the lead banks 
at the stage of drafting of the report, we do 
take some people from the universities, from 
the educational line and from public life also 
and take their help.

PROF. NARAIN CHAND PARASHAR : 
Since the reply is in the affirmative, may 
I know if the banking authorities will take 
into confidence members of Parliament and 
of the Assemblies before drawing up plans for 
the future ?

SHRIMATI SUSHILA ROHATGI : It 
is a very good question. I think we as repre­
sentatives of the public go to our constituen* 
cies and the areas where the lead banks will 
operate and give our ideas there. In case 
members have any constructive suggestions, we 
can take them up here also.

*rt frcsj e rf# : w r  *  ifcri
3TT&T f w  t  f o  r «TT$-

3tt# , *pt ? fare
arrf |  ^ tt r e r  ganr 

*r$T ?rff *  ? t  1 1
SfFPTT ^ T ^ T T  £  far SRT T O T ? :  ^
^ T T  3TT^5T |  far 3Tft S l f  *TT t ,

^rt ^  ^  J

SHRIMATI SUSHILA ROHATGI: One 
of the factors which the lead bank scheme has 
emphasised is to give special facilities to the 
neglected sectors and areas which require 
maximum assistance. We shall examine the 
particular point which the hon. member has 
made and do what we can if such a thing 
arises.

SHRI R. S. PANDEY : It is mentioned 
in the statement :

“Keeping in view the limitations of 
their resources, the progress of branch 
expansion so far has not been unsatis­
factory.”

At the same time, they have plans to open
5,000 new offices in the period 1972-74. How 
do these two things go together ?

SHRIMATI SUSHILA ROHATGI : 
They are very compatible. If he will go 
through the entire statement, he will realise 
that the present position is that a number of 
new branches have been opened recently. 
I dare say that the number of branches which 
have been opened recently compare favourably 
with the number of such branches in any 
developing country. The target of 5,000 is 
for 1972-74-

arcf«FS fcrm  : ^fa? 3rrfiran%ff
^  S R fta  apt j f t a T *  far*TT 5TT

w r f a  s *  a i s ^ r  s f f t ^ s p c r  
anfcsrrfcprf sp> s ffr  % 3T*n=nf |

f t ,  <rt *p t t  |  ? *

ftf ta rr  T t^ « f t : ^  <ft %
«pfi»ft far f i r  3 rrfa «n f*p ff * t * f o r ^ r $ r  
3TCPT*T % 5tfa??T $  ^  far
^ r^ n rr  *>t  * ^ t  §  fa>
aTTforrfW  a r k  jpff *ffr, t r r f a s i f  

f qft m  %
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t f t  5 fa R T #  5T5FT *>t STTC 1

SHRI SUBODH HANSDA : The PI<mn 
iog commission has declared about 200 dis­
tricts throughout the country as mdusti ially 
backward. Will priority be given to the open­
ing of bianch offices in all these areas ?

SHRIMATI SUSHILA ROHATGI : 
Neglected and backward aieas are being 
treated on a prionty basis.

«ft swwf m * *  : fJTT *r*ft
% ’TFT fT'Co spr 3Ti f

|  f r  srrfa^r %  s rT iff?  irrts fi apt 
^  f?qrr ^ th t | ?

aretw  : «rt i 

JHTTT f*T$ %ift : fiTT

t o ;  *r *ptf <^rr f?r^r^rr 
3fr sft*r t q i t  %  ?TT4 f k ^  % q ^ - s ^ n  

*rr f ^ r  *r s ,  3?rr ?r f ^ r r
?

gsffen Tt|Rf«ft: ^  sre* ?rft
'd idI I

«ft «JW?t TTW <Nt : «WT ?TC<pn: 
^ T T  3TT^5T |  f%  f ? T * h s  %  
nT^t ^  *ft *  srr^, sft 

v N 't  ? rf  ̂  <rf^ t ,  sft «ro?t *r

r i ?
WWW fafjfHT

^  if *TcT TT #  I VR*
%wi * $ i  <t?T f m  1 1  ^  sre* *1  

^  *r 1 1

*ft srcfer$ m m m  < r t t : t o t  
*r ? t o r r  fa srre  ^ f t  f r  f s p T R f  *tt 
ffnft«T wsff spt 3ft s t  srr^, ^
3fr*r <k £ t ^tp? i si^r ?r«F ^rrfar 

fT-̂ % spT sp tt fr?TH W ^T  ?rf)f *FX 

TRrr |  aft* ff%*r ^ f f ^ h r  %
?rm  ?r$r s s r  <mrr % \ t o t  * tf t  ^ h t t  

$SN>t WTPT ^  x s r v x . . .

MR. SPEAKER : It is a suggestion for 
action.

SHRI NARSINGI1 NARAIN PANDEY : 
Tins is foi banking facilities in the rutal 
aieas.

MR. SPE \K£K : It i& not a question.

«ft v n f t w  ; » rft ^
^TT^T |  fo  t^ T  ^7t ftFT

% ^Tfft m  1 1  *rt-3rnftfaT 
t ^ f t  spr 5TT^T# «Ptq ^  T f t  f ,

^  ^rt ^  f r f t  f^r?r
TT^TT t  ^  « p f ^  3Tt aiT^ft |  I
*r srnrJTT g  f r  ^  sjr ^ t? r  
3TTq%, ^  <sft5T% ®PT «WT 1 1  %
f%?T ^ T R f  'T T  3 T # t  ? *R T  % 3PT-
^ 3 T T  %  STTSTT  ̂ *TT ^ T T ^ t ITT ^
f?T£rfr^ <tx «A% 3TR»t ? ^  srr^
% f ’TT jftfrT fasrff’TT ^ t  «Tf |  ?

Mtiwft f5T>rr ^
T 3P53jr 5T5?r I  H T ^ f W  ?T?FT % I

W  f t m  * i  ^  1 3 f f r  w>i 3TT«rrt: 
'rc  rT^t ?ftf?T % srrsrr^ ^  f  fr ^ t %
*^r 1 1 # r  |  f^r ?<=n% qr^r
"T7  4 f« F *r  =srrf^ s ftT
'"ft I  g fr«T T
? T W  I eft W  S T T ^ ^ T
^ r f  |  art?: ^ t ^ r ? r  ^
I t  w k v k  v s  m t t  & r w  % arrcfr 1 1
3ft  m k  ir  ^et 3 3 7  f e f ^ ? r
|  ^ ^ f f t  ^  W  %  s fte  % , art 7fs?T^ 
^ 2:^: a r k  s t t ^ % 3 r : ? : %  |
s f H  % fN 'W fsn r p R T  jp rr t  I ^  SRTTT 

2 4 0  f s r ^ ^ ^ n t
^  f a  ^  Tftr |  fsr?rapt « € f w t t a n f t  

f«TS[^r $ Z K  |  jfh c 3T?ft « f t f  ^
STT*?t t  ^ t  ^%5TcT 3f^r Pp

^ft*t i t  |  1 ^ r  ^ft ? ftsr | t  ? r f  ^  
sttett^: <re aft^: ^  ?ft^r %  a r n m : <nc ^  
^ t? r  f ^  a rn p t 1

MR SPEAKER : Next question,

v t  f w i  q f i : sparer wt 

W  ^  s rre m t ^ f t  »r^ | .....






