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WRITTEN ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

Risge in price of bricks due to Coal
shortage

*190. SHRI PROBODH CHANDRA :
Will the Minister of RAILWAYS (RAIL
MANTRI) be pleased to state :

(a) whether he is aware that because of
the non-availability of wagons for coal dis-
tribution, there is an acute shortage of coal,
gpecially the coal used in the brick kilns
resulting in large scale unemployment and
rise in price of the bricks ; and

(b) the steps proposed to be taken by
Government to remedy this situation ?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS
(RAIL MANTRI) (SHRI HANUMAN.
THAIYA) : (a) There has been a general
drop in coal loading from Bengal and Bihar
flelds during 1970-71 as compared to the
previous year. This Ministry is not, how-
ever, aware of any large scale unemployment
and the rise in price of bricks or the reasons
thereof,

(b) The Railways have all the resources
to meet the existing demands of coal trans-
port from Bengal and Bihar fields. The
Srop in the supply of. wagems has, malnly
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been on account of the poor law and order
conditions and such miscreant activities as
large scale thefts of wagon fittings, over head
traction wires, telecommunication cables,
track materials etc. victimisation of passenger
and goods frains. assaults and murders of
Railway staff, lightning and prolonged
strikes by Railway staff, looting and arson
of railway property at stations and offices,
bomb attacks at stations, yards and colonies,
bundhs hartals and other stoppages of work
paralysing railway operation, and many other
such anti-social activities.

On their part, the railways have sirength-
ened their own Protection Force in the
area to the maximum extent possible.
Closest possible coordination is being main-
tained by the Railway authorities at all
levels with the State Government of
West Bengal to enable them to deal with
such activities effectively. They have been
requested at the highest level to take firm
and effective steps to restore normalcy in
railway working in the area. Recently, the
situation was also reviewed at a specially
convened meeting by the Rail Mantri with
State and Central Ministers concerned. There
bhas, however, been no improvement in the
situation so far.
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