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12.03 hrs.

CALLING ATTENTION TO MATTER
OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE

REPORTED .WARNING ISSUED Te. LOCUST
INVASION IN RAJASTHAN AND OTHER
NORTHERN STATES
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THE MINISTER OF AGRICUL-
TURE (SHRI F. A. AHMED): In
the first fortnight of october 1973 the
staff of the Locust Warning Organi-
zation under the Directorate of Plant
Protection Quarantine and Storage
(Ministry of Agriculture) observed
several hopper bands in Shahgarh.
Kishangarh, Mohangarh and Nachna
areas of Jaisalmer District of Rajas-
than. Immediate control operations
were organized against the hopper
bands. In the second fortnight,of
October 1973 one loose yellow swarm
of 4x3 KM in dimensions and two
pink locust swarms of newly emerged
adults were detected in the same area.
Control operations were organized
against these swarms at three places
of their halting. The entire infested
urea has been divided into zones and
sub-zones and is being carefully sur-
veyed by the locust staff. Small
patches of hoppers and concentrations
of newly emerged adults were observ-
ed at a number of places in the area.
These locust populations are being
destroyed by dusting with BHC 10 per
cent and by spraying with exhaust
nozzle sprayers using dieldrin solu-
tion. Two Beaver aircraft of the
Directorate of Agricultural Aviation
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started reconnaissance of the area on
21st November, 1973. Aerial spraying
with chemicals is in full swing. And
whatever locust swarms have been
detected so far, have been effectively
controlled, by prompt aero-chemical
operations.

A number of locust swarms are re-
ported to be present yn the Pakistan
side of the border. Information has
been received through the Food and
Agriculture Organization that Pakis-
tan authorities are organizing ground
and aerial control operations. Usually
locusts migrate westwards to . the
Mekran desert on the Pakistan-
Iranian border towards the end of
November. Due to late breeding in
Pakistan, there is, however, a like-
lihood of some of the locusts enter-
ing our country. In that case a few
locust swarms might invade the
northern states of India during the
coming months ¢ December and
January. The St.tes adjoining Raj-
asthan like Gujurat, Punjab, Madhya
Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh have been
warned to keep ready locust control
measures.
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SHRI F. A, AHMED: I would in
the first place like to remove the
wrong impression which the hen.
Member has got that no action has
been taken by ug till late in the month
of November. As I have said already
W my statement, the earliest action
was taken by us in the firgt fortnight
of October and later in the second
fortnight of QOctober also, and after
the action which we had taken, we
have the information that whatever
locust swarms were vigible near our
border areas have been completely
controlled and there is no danger
whatsoever.

We are not only content with tak-
ing necessary action in those areas,
but we have also been surveying
whether there is any chance of the
loeusts ceming imto any part of our
ocountry. For that purpose, two air-
eraft have started reconnaissance of
the area from 21st November, and as
a tesult of this reconmuissance, if we
And that amy setlon has to be taken,

‘that'seéisn will be thkien and we shall

see that that s condralled.
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[Shri F. A. Ahmed,

The hon. Member had asked whe-
ther we had sufficient amount of pes-
ticides or other necessary things to
control the pests. I.can assure the
hon. Member that we have sufficient
quantity of dieldrin to control the
locust invasion and the pest.

I would like to inform the hon.
Member also of the fact that the areas
which are invaded by locusts have
been divided under two areas, the
scheduled desert area and the cul-
tivated area. So far as the scheduled
desert area is concerned, the res-
ponsibility is entirely of the Central
Government to see that in that area
the locusts are controlled by the acti-
vities of the Central Government, and,
therefore, action will be taken by us,
and we shall not leave it to the State
Government, whether it be that of
Gujarat or Rajasthan or Punjab; we
shall see that the locusts are control-
led by the Central Government.
Therefore, we have given a warning
to them that in case any locusts come
from those areas and attack, and in-
vade States like Gujarat or Rajasthan
or Punjab, they should also be vigi-
lant to take necessary action, and
necessary instructions have been
issued for that purpose.

The hon. Member has raised a very
pertinent question that there is & no-
man's-land between our border and
the Pakistan border, which is 5 km.
on our side and 5 k.m. on their sgide.
Action has to be taken in that area
also so that the locusts may not affect
the areas jn Rajasthan on the border
with Pakistan. We have taken neces-
sary action. A meeting is going to be
held at Rome between our represen-
tatives and those of Pakistan, and
with the assistance of the international
organisation we shall see that that
area is also covered so that there may
be no possibility ‘whatsoever ‘of
locusts comting from those areas to
nur area, and I think effective action
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will be taken as a result of this meet-
ing which has been arranged in Rome
where our representatives will go
and place our difficulties and discuss
how action js proposed to be taken in
that matter.

Therefore, I would like to assure
the hon. Member that we are very
watchful. So far, no damage has been
done because whatever locust swarms
were visible were in the desert area
and they did not cross that area to
the area where there wag cultivation.
So, no demage has been caused. We
are watchful and we shall see that
they are not allowed to cross the de-
sert area and affect the crops in our
country, whether they be in Rajas-
than or Gujarat or any part of Prn-
jab or UP.

SHRI SHIVNATH SINGH: 1 had
raised some very specific questions
for which he has not given the ans-
wer. The hon. Minister had said
that the area had been divided into
zones and sub-zones. Who is the offi-
cer in charge of each of these zones?
I had also asked whether eggs had
been laid in the 4 k.m. X3 k.m. area,
and what quantities of pesticides
would be required to meet the same,

MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Member
can ask only one question under the
rules. So, he cannot say that there
were specific questions. Let him not
say every time that there were so
many questions. According to the
rules, he can ask only one question.
He must cover up everything in one
question, and why should he leave it
to me to cover it up myself?

SHRI F. A, AHMED: 1 would like
to inform the hon. Member that so
far as Rajasthan is concerned, it is a
very difficult area. We have divided
it into four circles and these have
been divided into ten zones. In ten
gones, there are 30-40 outposts. They
are taking necessary action. Whether
there is any chance of locusts com-
ing there or not, necessary action has
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been taken. It is taken by my depart-
ment, by my organisation, which is
responsible for preventing any lo-
cust invasion of our country.

SHRI C. K. CHANDRAPPAN
(Tellicherry): I have heard the
statement and also the reply given
by the Minister. It seems that the
Minister has tried to under-estimate
the danger of locust invasion. Every
year in our country even when there
is no locust invasion, we are losing 20
per cent of our crops worth about
Rs. 1,000 crores. 'This time, over and
above that, there is going to be a
locust invasion which may perhaps
upset all the calculations about a
bright crop in the coming season.

The reason, as 1 understand it, is
that we use very little pesticide to
control the pests which are harmful
to our crops. I found yesterday from
official reports comparative figures of
pesticide used. We are using pesti-
cide worth Rs. 150 per hectare
whereas the US uses Rs. 35 worth of
pesticide and Japan Rs. 100 worth of
pesticide. This is fhe state in which
we are controlling the pest.

Coming to the locust invasion, we
have got the report. According to
the Minister himself, locusts were
found in the desert of Rajasthan in
the second half of last month. Now
they have started spreading to other
parts of the country. It seems that a
locust can fly 1,000 miles from the
place where it is bred. It is also
understood from the reports of ex-
perts that it should be controlled at
the egg stage itself. I think Govern-
ment have failed in doing that. Go-
vernment are now trying to control
it when it is invading the plains of
the North Indian States.

I also fail to understand what pre-
vented the Government, instead of
waiting for a conference which will
be held in Rome next month on the
5th, from establishing direct contacts
with the Government of Pakistan to
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fight this enemy which is the common
enemy of both India and Pakistan,
It is not something wunusual I am
asking. Even after the last war when
there was a serious flood situation in
our borders, both India and Pakistan
took joint steps to deploy -their per-
sonnel to fight the floods in that part
of the sub-continent. Today the Min=
ister says that next month, when
locusts will already attack our coun-
try and destroy crops, they will go
to Rome to have a meeting. Why did
not Government take this matter up
with the seriousness it deserved and
approach the Government of Pakistan
for joint action so that the locust
control could have been more effec-
tive?

SHRI F. A, AHMED: I do not
know what justification the hon. Mem.
ber has to feel that no suitable action
has been taken by us to control the
invasion of locusts in our area. I
have already pointed out to him that
it was not anyone else pointing out
but our own organisation pointing out
that such locusts are likely to invade
our area. Since 1968, there has been
no locust invasion and also there has
been no locust breeding. We are
very watchful and very careful about
it and when we saw that there was a
possibility we took immediate action
in order to see that they are prevent-
ed from coming to our areas. What
I am saying is that there may be
some possibility of these locusts hav-
ing some place in those border areas
and therefore we are taking the pre-
caution and therefore we are meet-
ing Pakistan also so that on their side
they may take necessary action, As
I have already pointed out, our infor-
mation is that Pakistan is also taking
necessary action on their own side.
In order to be more certain, we are
meeting Pakistan and will aee that
suitable action is taken in the areas
which are called no-man’s land s0
that the locusts may not be allowed
to have places from where they can
attack our areas. I can .assure the
hon. Member that there ia no danger
of the locusts coming to our side.
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