
(b) if so, the ports selected for the 
purpose?

THE PRIME MINISTER (SHRI 
MORARJI DESAI): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) A quantity of 0.71 million tonnes 
of coal is expected to be moved on the 
coast from Calcutta/Haldia Ports for 
unloading at Tuticorin and Bhavnagar.
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Setting up of News Bureau by A.I.R, 
to cater to District-wise News

*559. SHRI G. Y. KRISHNAN: Will 
the Minister of INFORMATION AND 
BROADCASTING be pleased to state:

(a) whether All India Radio plans 
to build up a News Bureau through 
a net-work of news service m every 
State, and in every district to cater 
to district-wise news; and

(b) if so, the main features there­
of?

THE MINISTER OF INFORMATION 
AND BROADCASTING (SHRI L. K. 
ADVANI): (a) and (b). AIR has a 
network of 87 full-time and 194 part- 
time correspondents spread all over the 
country. Of the full-time correspon­
dents, 13 are at Headquarters, 40 at 
State/Uniori Territory capitals and 34 
in other towns.

The number of part-time correspon­
dents in districts has increased from 90 
to 194 in the past three months. An­
other 45 part-time correspondents are 
in the process of being appointed. With 
this, 228 districts of the country will be 
covered. The remaining 122 districts 
are proposed to be covered subject to 
availability of resources during the se­
cond phase Of the expansion program­
me to be taken up in due course.
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Delay in completion of Idukki 
Project

*561. SHRI SHIV SAMPATI RAM: 
Will the Minister of ENERGY be plea­
sed to state:

(a) whether the State of Kerala 
has suffered a loss of about Rs. 100 
crores because of delay in completing 
the Idukki project;

(b) the original schedule for the 
completion of the Idukki dam;

(c) whether Government have 
looked into the reasons for delay in 
the construction of the Idukki dam; 
and

(d) the reaction of Government 
thereto and steps taken or proposed 
to be taken in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF ENERGY 
(SHRI P. RAMACHANDRAN): (a) to
(d). The Kerala authorities have in­
timated that, as per their assessment, 
the Idukki Hydro-electric Project 
would have yielded an annual revenue 
t>i febovkt Ito. it been.
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