'LOK SABHA DEBATES

LOK SABHA

Friday, July 29, 1977/Sravana 7, 1899
(Saka)

The Lok Sabha met at Eleven of the
Clock

IMR. SPEAKER in the Chair)

ORAL. ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
India’s participation in Trade Fares

*685. SHRI SUSHIL KUMAR
DHARA: Will the Minister of COM-
MERCE AND CIVIL SUPPLIES AND
COOPERATION be pleased to state:

(2) the measures being taken by
the Government, over and ahove what
the previous Governments have donc
in the field, to popularise Indian goods
in countrirs where India has mnot
caught up the export trade and where
there are possibilities of further ex-
pansion;

(b) whether any trade fair for
demonstrating our achievements in
commerce, industry @and other fields
is likely to be held in near future in
India; and

2

(c) the trade fairs being held in
other parts of the world in which
India is participating during the year
1977-78?

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE
AND CIVIL SUPPLIES AND CO-
OPERATION (SHRI MOHAN DHA-
RIA): (a) to (c). A statement is laid
on the Table of the House.

Statement

(a) Trade promotion measures have
to be carried out on a continuing
basis, and efforts are being made to
reach unexplored markets through
holding of exhibitions, publicity and
sending of trade teams which are the
modern techniques of popularising our
products abroad. The re-inforcing of
the commercial wings of our Missions
abroad, so as to enable them to carry
out {rade promotion measures more
effectively, is also under the consi-
deration of Government.

(b) Yes, Sir. A list of fairs being
held in India during 1977-78 is
attached (Annexure-I).

(c) A list is attached (Annexure-
.

ANNEXuURE—I

List «f Fairs Proposed to be Organised during 1977-78 in Pragati Maidan, New Delli.

1. Indian Aericultural Exposition

2. S-cond Engin=sring Tradc Fair .

3. World Book Fair 11T . . .
1860 LS—1

14th Nov. to 13th Dec., 1977.

2nd to 13th Feb., 1978,

11th to 20th Feb, 1978.
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ANNEXURE—IT

Programme of Fair participation! Exhibitions abroad by the Trade Fair Authority of India
for the Financial Year 1977-78.

S. No. Evenrs

Period

1. Indian Trade Exhibition, Kuala Lumpur .
2. Milan International Fair, Milan {Ttaly)

3. and Asian Trade Fair, Matbourne (Australia)

Production Show Toronto (Canada®

AN

el

oo

. Tehran Int, Fair, Tchran (Tran)

9. Bray Autumn Inr. Fair, Beno (Czechoslavakia) .

10. Zagreb Autuma I, Fair Zagreb (Yugoslavia) . . .

11. Baghdad Int. Fair, Baghdad (Iraq:
12. Indian Textile Shows, Canada.

13. Lima Int. Fair, Lima (Paru)

14. Sharjih Int. Fair, Sharjah (Persian Galf) -

15. Khartoum Int. Fair, Khartoum (Sudan)

16. Ciiro Int. Fair, Cairo (A.R.E.}

17. L:ipsig Spring Int. Fair, Laipzig(GDR)

Poznun Iniernational Fair. Poznan {Paland)
Dar-t;-Salaam Int. Fair (Tanzania) .

Mozambique Tnt. Fair (Mozambique)

10—20 April, 1977
1423 April, 1977

28th May to sth June
1977

. . . 16—20 May, 1977
12—21 Junz, 1977
1—~9 August, 1977

27 Aug. to 11 Sept.,
1977

19 Sept. to 15t Oct.,
1977

14—22 Scpt. 1977
9—18 Sept.. 1977
1—15 Oci., 1977
September. 1977
16—27 Now., 1977
November, 1977

. . « 19=27 Jan,, 1978
.‘ . . . March, 1978
March, 1978,
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SHRI MOHAN DHARIA: 1 shall

require a notice for the expenditure
incurred.
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SHRI P. RAJAGOPAL NAIDU: I
would like to know whether the Gov-
ernment has made any assessment
about the crops and the commodities
which can be exported to other coun-
tries especially jaggery because the
prices are coming down.

SHRI MOHAN DHARIA: A view
iz always taken rcgarding the actual
products both in agriculture and in-
dustrial sphere, We have to assess
what is the domestic requirement and
what is the surplus and then decide
to what etxent, we can export. This
view is being taken permanently
and constantly. The prices of jaggery
are yet high and under the circum-
stances, we do not intend to allow
the export of jaggery at this stage,

SHRI P. RATAGOPAL NAIDU: It
has been stated in the answer given
by the Minister himself that the
prices are coming down and therefore
I am asking him sbout jt.
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SHRI A. C. GEORGE: Recceenuy
the Ministry of Commerce has taken
measures to ban export of vegetables
and fruits. In today’s newspapers it
is widely reported that the so-called
ban on the export of vegetables or
fruits or allied commodities has not
made any appreciable change in the
prices. It has been calculated that
the so-called export, even at the peak
time, was only 0.2 per cent of the
total production in the couniry. Will
the Minister agree with me that tak-
ing this type of ad hoc measures with-
out any basis whatsoever will only
harm the Jong-term interests of ex-
port possibility, morc 50 because these
are being cxported to tne Indian
populatjon in the Gulf and the newly
rich countries, This type of ad hoc
measures will only do harm to the
country.

MR. SPEAKER: It is a suggestion
for action.
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SHRI MOHAN DHARIA: No, Sir;
I would like to reply. In the Bombay
market from where vegetables are
exparted to a great extent, the prices
have crashed down by 30 per cent; I
may say this for the information of
the hon. Members. (Interruptions) 1
must make it very clear to the
House—the whole policy of exporting
domestic goods; the essential goods
required for common consumption
here will not be allowed to be ex-
ported; they will be utilised in the
country.
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SHRI MOHAN DHARIA: I am
starting from the latter part of the
question. The Government has put
a ban on the export of ground-nut oail,
ground-nuts, edible oils, pulses and,
in regard to vegetables, there is a
ban on the export of potatoes while
the export of onions has been regu-
lated.

SHRI P. RAJAGOPAL NAIDU:
These are all agriculiural commmo-
dities.

SHRI MOHAN DHARIA: These
are all essential commodities. In the
case of industrial commodities also,
wherever it is felt that the commodity
is very much needed herce for mass
conswnption, a similar view will be
taken. Al the same time, we would
like to have a balanced approach, If
we feel that the producers are the
suffererz, to give ithem protection,
some exoprts may be allowed. What
we are interested in is a proper regu-
lation so that we can tuke care of both
the consumers und the producers.

Regarding the first part of the ques-
tion, as 1 had said earlier oa the
Floor of the Hou:e, it was after dis-
cussions with the representatives of
the Government of USA that they
have lifted the ban on import to their
country of handloom products from
our side. They have lifted some
restrictions and, of course, there are
certain other conditions on which we
can have further consultations.

SHRI V. DHANDAYUTHAPANI:
Regarding jaggery, 1 would like to
know whethér the Government has
any concrete proposal for further ex-
port of jaggery to other counfries.
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Secondly, where there are no sugar .

factories, the small farmers are suffer-
ing as they cannct go to other sugar
factories where they are not regis~
tered. Therefore, will the Govern-
ment adopt a consistent policy for
lifting the ban on State to State ex-
port of jaggery?

SHRI MOHAN DHARIA: Regard-
ing inter-state trade there is no res-
triction whatsoever in regard to jag-
gery. As for its export to other
countries, the prices in the country
are already ruling high but if desired.
1 shall take up the matter with the
Agriculture Ministry.
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SHRI ABDUL AHAD VAKIL: Will
the Hon. Minister kindly tell us
whether there is any proposal with
regard to the direct procurement of
cashewnut for export to the foreign
market so that the middleman can be
eliminated and the producer of the
cashewnut gels a better margin of
benefit on this very good foreign-
cxchange earner?

SHR! MOHAN DHARIA: It is the
consistent policy of the Government
to eiiminate the middiemen to the
extent possibie. I have, therefore,
suggested that institutions like NAFED
which purchase from the producers or
their couperative sacicties should be
strengthened. They have a direct
link-up and if that link-up is streng-
thened, the producers would be able
10 get just price for their produce.

oY GAAY ThH WIART @ U
e, S H dmE-3 Al
A & far azg wawmws  wgd
Ff E Td vAANE ®1 W@Ew *
fag gzer ®1E @aw TOWT ™
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arg-aF W CEdE A, wh fog
g faqar ogm ¥ & @ &,
g e faqr wmor
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SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: My ques-
tion relates to the participation in the
Trade Fairs. May I know from the hon.
Minister, whether jt is a fact that his
Ministry has issued a circular recent-
1y that the participants to these Trade
Fairs will not be given any kind of
assistance from the Market Develop-
ment Fund. which is available to he
export houses. If so, what are the
reasons for the discrimination against
the small exporters who want to
participate in these Trade Fairs?

SHRI MOHAN DHARIA: There are
hundreds of individual exporters in
the country and in case we decide to
give them these facilities, you can
just imagine, what colossol mmount
will be required. Naturally, we shall
have to strengthen the institutions or
the associations and this is because of
this.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: 1 was
reading only last night the annual
report of the Britannia Biscuit Co.
who have becn thanking their good
luck that they have been able to
switch over from the export of frozen
shrimp to other varieties of sea foods
and thereby they have made a good
harvest of wmoney. Will the hon.
Commerce Minister tell us why does
he want to take recourse to the same
method as the previous Government
had been doing—export or parish
theory—and stop the country f{rom
having enough protein by allowing
indiscriminate export of all varieties
of sea-foods? What is the Govern-
ment thinking about it?

SHRI MOHAN DHARIA:
examine the matter.

o A oy : weww weew, §
oY% WER § QAT ST §
fr fafr & s & feeiifeal =Y
wier at fraar = o & o)
wr W feifaai &t o @
Wy uy ww wAar wgy § 7 afy
am v aey § arvew fagwn
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SHRI MOHAN DHARIA: Mr. Spea~
ker, Sir.

it wofw Frg watfear @ =9 Ay

et wAy § felY § wEm
afay 1

=t vger et : @, § fd
Hoqar., . .,

SHRI A. C. GEORGE: It is these
people who spoil the atmosphere.

PROF., MADHU DANDAVATE:
The translation arrangement is there,
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SHRI A. C. GEORGE: It is not a
question of translation facility, it is
the attitude that is wrong. This is
their mentality.

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE:
What is the mentality? Hindi ques-
tion should naturally be replied in
Hindi.

SHRI A. C. GEORGE: What is
wrong in replying in English in which
he is very fluent? It is the fana-
ticism which creates the trouble here.
Can Minister Mr. Ramachandran reply
in Tamil?

MR. SPEAKER: The Minister will
ignore all this,

Nt A feary 2 AT aER
T WTETE L L .

MR. SPEAKER: No point of order
during Question-Hour.

=t wrgw afearn | TR FT R -
e FwE § oI T § | W
Fafogy Fgez 1§ 3@ @amAn
wgat § fF el q0 & &g ogard
o war s fémafu 8, 3 frams
forg & 98 &% TEC @A AET § WK

SHRI K. LAKKAPPA: India's
participation in international trade
fairs is aimed at exploring the market
potential for our products in other
countries. The point is that most of
the large exporters are monoply
houses and they have not only specu-
lative trade but also switch trade out-
side which completely....

MR." SPEAKER: Please ask your
question.
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SHRI K. LAKKAPPA: Therefore,
I would like to know what steps the
Minister is going to t8ke to stop such
speculative and switch trade.

SHRI MOHAN DHARIA: So far as
these delegations are concerned, I
have already given instructions that
these delegations should not be over-
loaded as it used to happen jn the past
by the big monopoly houses or the
big export houses and that they
should necessmrily have represen-
tatives from exporter¥-having small-
scale trade,

Regarding the other question, it is
difficult to say, but, of course, we
would not like to encourage that
thing.

SHRI C. N. VISHVANATHAN:
The Minister has stated that the gov-
ernment is making every effort to
popuiarise our products abroad and
mnercase our exports. I want to
know whether the government has
done anything in the case of hand-
loom exports. Handloom products
are piling up in the country for want
of buyers. I want to know whether
any new agreements have been made
for their exports after the Janata
Party has taken over the government.
The handloom export’s have become
stagnant and weavers are suffering a
lot in Tami] Nadu and Kerala, I want
to know whether this government nas
taken any positive steps for exporting
handlooms.

SHRI MOHAN DHARIA: I quite
very well understand the concern of
the hon. Member. It is in this direction
that we have had our dialogue with
the US government and they heve
litted the restrictions on the importa
of handloom garments and other
fabrics.

Similarly, we are having our
dialogue*with the EEC countries also
and at the same time, we are trying
to have these exports made to other
countries as well. All efforts are be-
ing mude in this direction.





