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qrestion: how many of them are
recognised. So far not a single
union had been recognised. In fact
we are examining this issue. Some
efiorts are being made to see that
fragmentation of trade union is reduc-
ed to a minimum. After that we will
sit with the trade unions again and
verify the membership. 1 am told that
the All India Railwaymeng Federation
affiliated union and the trade union
affiliated to the CITU are holding
talks whether they should come to-
gether. We ure just awaiting for this
process to take jts course.

MR. SPEAKER: The reply rneed
not he in so much detail for evcry
supplementary question.
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SHRI1 G, S. REDDI: What is the
Policy of the Government abou! the
‘grant of travel facilities to cultural
‘“Tranisations?
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PROF, MADHU DANDAVATE:
Is it relateq to this question?

MR. SPEAKER: Policy matter can
be answered when the demands come
up for discussion.

Construction of more Railway Lines
in Gujarat

*23. SHRT PRASANNBHAI MEH-
TA: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS
pleased to state:

(a) whether Stita of Gujarat had
been requesting the Centre for cons-
truction of more railway lines in the
State;

(b) whether the Government have
decided to construct all these railway
lines in the Gujarat State during the
next two to three years and

(e) if so, how many lines will be
urdertaken by the Government in the
State this year?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS
(PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE).
(a) to (c). Requests have been re-
ceived from State of Gujarat for con-
struction of new lines from (i) Bhav-
nagar to Tarapore (ii) Gandhidhan: to
Lakhpat and (iii) Nadiad to Lirdasa.

Surveys for the construclion of
these lines have been carried cut. At
present there is extreme shortage of
resources even for completing the
works already in hand. Efor's will
be made to get more resources for new
lines so as to enable taking up of new
line projects in Gujarat State.

SHRI PRASANNBHA] MEHTA:
The hon. Minister has mentioned
about the construction of a few lines
in ‘Gujarat along with the other new
lines in other States; During the
course of his cpeech he said that they
would take Jap those lines and they
would try mobilise resources in con-
sultation with the planning commis-
sion, He has stateq today also that
efforts would be made to mobilise re-
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sources. S0, no supplementary is
required. -

SHRI K. S. CHAVDA: There has
been g long standing demand for join-
ing Kansa—in the western railway
with Bhildi on the northerm railway
ang the Petitions committee of Parlia-
ment has also made a recommenda-
tion; this joins Gujarat and FRaj-
asthan, May I know whether the hon.
Minister is willing to take up this line
in this year?

PROF, MADHU DANDAVATE:
At present it is not possible because
unless resources are made available,

it is not possible to complete location
survey.

SHRI D. D. DESAI: The Minister
has given the shortage of resources as
the main reason for not taking up
these lines in Gujarat. He is aware
that Western Railway is the principal
income-maker of the entire railways
system and that the income bv way
of freights accruing to the railways
from Gujarat ig substantially more
than the mileage he has put up. Dur-
ing the last five years, the railways
have put up several lines in other
parts of the country. But when the
Gujarat State has demanded tlLe lines
from Bhavnagar to Tarapore, Gan-hi-
dram to Lakhpat and Nadiad to
Modasa, what are the constrain's that
the Minister ig facing? He has already
presented a surplus hudget and pre-
sently he has enough resources from
the railway system there. 1 am quite
sure he has enough income prasibili-
ties from whatever railways he has
set up so far.

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE:
The gurplus 1 have Indicated is Rs.
32.5 crores. The estimated e-perdi-
ture for Bhavnagar-Tarapore line is
Rs. 33.65 crores. For the Gandhi-
dham-Lakhpat line the estimated ex-
penditure is Rs. 22.45 crores. For the
Nadiad- Modasa line 1t is Rs. 9.5 crores.
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SHRI D. D. DESAI: He has already
got Rs. 250 crores of : moaey in de-
preciation fund.

PROF, MADHU DANDAVATE:
Regarding Bhavnagar-Tarapore line,
the original survey had shown that
there woulq be 5.6 per cent return.
But after the conversion work on
Veeramgaon-Okha line started, there
has been certain diversion. Also, a
very eflective and rational road trens-
port system has been built up there.
So, a fresh survey has indicated that
as against the original 56 per cent
the return would be minus 1.7 per
cent.

SHR] D. D. DESAI: But he has
been assured that the State Govern-
ment would underwrite the difference.

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE:
That is correct. So. if what the State
Government has indicated brings down
the estimate, 1t will be possible for
us to take it up. For that, we are
pleacding with the Planning Com-
mission.

SHRI RATANSINH RAJDA- May
1 kfiow- how much time is likely lo be
taken for the conversion of the Veer-
amgaon-Okha line to BG?

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATF:
If the resources are made available, it
should be possible for us to complete
it within a few years.

PROF. P. O MAVALANKAR: lam
happy, the Minister has mentioned in
the hudget speech the censtruction of
the new Bhavnagar.Tarapore Iine.
But with regard to the other
new line—Nadiad—Kapadwanj —Mo-
dasa llne—why is it that ‘he govern”
ment are not at least trying tn °%°
pedite the survey and other ensircer
ing works so that it can also be !nker;
up for construction very soon® Th
line also lles in the backyard ryz*og
and because of the absence of reil¥aY
line in that area, a lot of developmen:
has been held up.
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PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE:
The preliminary survey of :his was
taken up in 1974. There was some
difficulty about the feasibility report
and the return that would be avail-
able. After some time, one develop-
ment took place. The Chamber of
Commerce have assured the governent
that new industries will be coming up.
After the report of likely industries
coming up, it is very likely 1hat the
return will be 7.8 per cent. If that
repcrt is borne out by facts znd is
further confirmed by various prrsons
who are likely to take up industrial
development, we will consider it.
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SHRI NARENDRA P. NATHWANI:
I come from Gujarat and Saurashtra.
May ] ask one question?

MR. SPEAKER: That ig why I am
calling you now.

SHRI NARENDRA P. NATHWANI:
Was there any proposal in the past to
extend the Bhavnagar-Tarapore rail-
way line up to Limbidi and then
divert it to Bhavnagar and alsn take
it to Rajkot? Whether that proposal
has bheen considered or is under
consideration?
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PROF, MADHU DANDAVATE:
That proposal was already there, but
whether the Bhavnagar-Tarapore rail-
way is able to take it or not is a ques-
tionable proposition and the questicn
of diversion will follow after we take
up the present route.

MR SPEAKER: Now
No. 24.

question

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: Sir, I
will take only half a minute. The
hon. Minister, it seems, ] regret to
say, has not gone through the contents
of the report of the Public Accournts
Committee.

MR. SPEAKER: It can be reserved
for the discussion on railways, Now,
question No, 24. Hon. Minister of rail-
ways may answer.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: Let
him go through the PAC Report.

Re-instatement of Employees Who
participated in 1974 Railway Strike
#*24. PROF. P. G. MAVALANKAR:

SHRI M. KALYANA SUNDA-
RAM:

Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be
pleased to state:

(a) Whether the employees who had
participated in the 1974 Railway strike
have all been reinstated in their jobs,
as per the Government's policy an-
nouncerment in March—end this year;
and

(b) it so, details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS
(PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE):

(a) and (b). A statement is laid on
the Table of the Sabha.

Statement

(a) and (). 1. PERMANENT AND
TEMPORARY EMPLOYEES: Out of
627 who were out of service cn 28th





