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Allocation for Development of P&T
facilities in backward districls

*782. SHRI GIRIDHAR GOMANGO:
Will the Minister of COMMUNICA-
TIONS be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Ministry earmarked
money for ithe development of vostal
and telecommunication facilities in the
identified backward districts;

(b) if so, the allocation made by
the Ministry in the year 1977-78;

(e) whether the Ministry intimated
the Circles of the States regarding the
policy adopted for the backward areas;
and

(d) the action taken by the Circles
in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICA-
TIONS (SHRI BRIJ LAL VERMA):
(a) to (d). The Department is follow-
ing a liberal policy for providing post-
al, telegraph and telephone facilities
in rural areas. This policy is further
liberalised in respect of backward
areas,

Under this policy, a post office can
be opened in g backward area in case
the revenue earned is at least 15 per
cent of the estimated annual cost and
the loss does not exceed Rs. 1,000 per
annum,

Sim.ilarly, telegraph and Telephone
facilities can be provided in places
with a population of over 2,500 in case
the revenue earned is at least 15 per
cenl of the estimated annual expen.
diture, In the case of a telegragh
office, the annual loss should nd ex-
ceed Rs. 5,000 per annum.

In the case of hilly areas the con-
dition of minimum revenue for open-
ing of post offices, telegraph offices and
telephone Public Call offices is fur-
ther reduced to 10 per cent.

This policy has been intimated to
all the Postal and Telecommunication
Circles in the country,

The money earmarked for the postal
and telecommunication facilitics in the
rural arcas of the country which in-
clude the backward areas, in the Fifth
Five-Year Plan jg Rs. 6.5 crores and
Rs. 54.3 crores respectively. No se-
parate allocation is specifically made
for backward areas,

During this year, 1,342 post offices,
1,150 telegraph offices and 1,073 tele-
phone public call offices are proposed
to be opened in the backward areas.

Money received by Indian Red Cross
Society

*783. SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU:
Wil]l the Minister of HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE be pleased to
state;

(a) with the cessation of the Second
World War how much money was re<





