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Setting up of a fertilizer plant in
Assam

*429. SHRI NIHAR LASKAR: Will
the Minister of PETROLEUM AND
CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are consi-
dering a proposal to set up a fertili-
zer plant in the State of Assam;

(b) if so, when the final decision is
likely to be taken; and

(c) what will be the expenditure
involved?

THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM,
AND CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS
(SHRI H. N. BAHUGUNA): (a) to (¢).
Yes, Sir. It is proposed to set up a

JULY 12, 1977

Oral Answers 20

fertilizer plant in the State of Assam
based on the gas available from oil
fields of Oil India Limited and ONGC.
Details regarding the location, the size
of the plant, etc., are being worked
out and a final decision is expected to
become available shortly. The cost
will be related to the size of the plant
and, hence, it is not possible to give
an estimate of the cost, at this stage.

SHRI NIHAR LASKAR: This is no
doubt a welcome decision. but there
are one or two points I want to ask.
May I know when this proposal was
taken up and why there is so much of
delay in coming to a final decision?
For sites selection, may I know what
procedures you have followed?

SHRI H. N. BAHUGUNA: My diffi-
culty is, I have still to learn the way
of replying in relation to the past gow
ernment as some of my colleagues do.
All I can say is, I have processed the
matter faster than perhaps expected.
The thing is cleared in the sense that
we are committed to doing it in this
plan period. We have determined the
total amount of gas available. We are
determined to put up a plant of a parti-
cular size to suit the gas availability.
The detailed working has to be done
and that has been ordered. We are
not delaying it a day more than
necessary.

SHRI NIHAR LASKAR: What posi-
tive procedures have you taken up for
the site selection?

SHRI H. N. BAHUGUNA: About the
site, in all probability it will be almost
the same as the present two plants—
one is 600 tonnes and the other 200
tonnes—Namrup.

SHRI BEDABRATA BARUA: This
was under consideration during the
previous regime also, this is a con-
tinuation of what Mr. Malaviya has
done. The actual amount of gas that
is flared off is very large. I would like
to know if the government’s instruction
is that the project will be such that a
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major amount of gas is really used up.
If not. may I know whether there are
any private applications for licences to
use the other gas which is stili going
waste?

SHRI H. N. BAHUGUNA: The ques-
tion of giving it to private companies
does not arise. We have decided to put
up our own plant. All the gas avail-
able from  different sources will be
brought by pipe to  Namrup and the
plant will be put up at Namrup. The
free gas which we have located plus
the gas we arec flaring does not appear
to be more than what will be consum-
ed by 600 tonne capacity plant. I am
wishing to put up a 900 tonne plant
which is more economic. But the whole
gas available does not appear to be
presently more than 600 tonnes. There-
fore. perhaps only a 600 tonne plant
will come up. There is no question of
its being given to anv private sector
company.

o ANIX QEIW  FAT TAT 7F YT
Faras f& 19T T3w A wieer § uw
FeFT T FfEAT;AT A FME FT
ga a1, IF F ae { vivAe
¥ #r¢ fropg faar & 7

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: It does not
arise out of this question.
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SHRI VAYALAR RAVI: Are you

using indigenous technology or entering
into foreign collaboration for this?
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