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SHRI A. C. GEORGE: Karnataka
offered hospitality t> the hon. Minister
for 19 months ang they are getting at
least a satellite or a relaying centre.
We do not have that privitege in
“Kerala; we have been denied even that.
“Whenever there is a proposal about
television centre, the usual rplea put
forward by the Finance Ministry or
the Information Ministry or by anv
spokesman of the Government is
“financial constraints’. Now the vetry
concept of television broadcasting is
changing and it is being considered
commercially viable. So, instead of
alwayg putting forward the plea of
financial restraints, why shoulq not the
Broadcasting Minister take a new look
at the subject of television and come
forward with a proposal whereby it
can be made—commercially viable
and why should it not be extended to
states in the extreme south, like
Kerala? I am sure he has much sym-
pathy for the southern States then
‘why should he not think of putting up
commercially viable television centres
in the south also?

SHRI L. K. ADVANT: I have been
listening to two contradictory view-
points. But, as the Government has
stated, if you think purely in terms of
~commercially viability, then the bias
will be in favour of urban-hbased enter-
tainment: it is houndq to be so. But if
you think in ‘erms of hqrnessing the
T.V. for developmental purposes, for
educational purposes, for health pur-
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poses and for purposes of agriculture,
then the approach has to be entirely
different and this is the approach that
Government has adopted. I would like
to point out that there is no question
of any geogravhical bias thig way or
that way: it is our attempt to cover the
whole country as far as possible and
to have the maximum possible cover
age, subject to financial constraints.

Dr. KARAN SINGH: Apart from
the entertainment ang educations] as-
pects, Television has also a very im=
portant political impact, particularly
in the border States. So, particularly
in regarg to these States where Pakis-
tan Television 18 very easily available
and very powerful, there was a pro-
posal for setting up television stations
in placeg like Srinagar, Amritsar, etc.
But I am surprised to learn from the
list read out that the proposal for a
relay station in Jummu seems to have
been dropped. I would urge that at
least in States like that, where you
can see Pakistan television the whole
day, top priority should be given for
setting up either original stations or
relay stations.

SHRI L. K. ADVANI: This is a
suggestion for action and I will have
it in mind. But, as 1 have said, so
many things are desirable but may not
be feasible.
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SHORT NOTICE QUESTION

Cowtiing bridge of Rajghat bridge on '

Madhaya Pradesh and Rajasthan

border between Agra-Bombay High-
way

SNQ 22 S§SHRI CHHABIRAM
ARGAL: Will the Minister of SHIP-
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PING AND TRANSPORT be pleased to
state:

(a) whether Cowting bridge of Raj-
ghat bridge on Madhya Pradesh and
Rajasthan border between Agra.
Bombay Highway has given way and
steamers service is also not bewng
operated; and

(b) it so, whether road traffic has
been dislocated as a result thereof and
whether Government will arrange ur-
gently for additional railway coaches
1o facilitate movement of traffic?

THE PRIME MINISTER (SHRI MO-
RARJI DESAI): (a) and (b). Presum-
ably, the Hon'ble Member has in mind
the Pontoon bridge on river Chambal
on Agra.Bombay, National Highway 3
at Madhya Pradesh-Rajasthan border,
set up for the fair-weather usage close
to the National Highway bridge, which
was damaged sometime back gnd is al-
ready being reconstructed. The Pon-
toon bridge was removed on 27-6-1877
for the monsoon period as usual, After
the dismantling of the bridge, ferry
service with ramped power launches
is available and is suspended only
when the river is in flood. When that
happens, the traffic unavoidably takes

' to alternative road routes for short
periods.
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SHRI MORARJI DESAI.: The Gove
ernment of India had appointed an
Enquiry Committee in May, 1973 to
enquire into the causes of collapse of
the Chambal N.H, 3 bridge and to sug-
gest measures for reconstruction of
the bridge. The Committee gave its
findings and recommended restoration
of the existing bridge. Accordingly,
tenders were called for and a contract
was given in November, 1975 for a
lumpsum cost of Rs, 217 lakhs, Several
foundations have heen completed, but
some are still remaining. The bridge
is expected to be completed by Decem-
ber. 1978 and the total cost is likely to
be Rs, 297 lakhs.
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WRITTEN ANSWERg TO QUESTIONS

Assistance for seiting up paper
Units

*548. SHRI M. RAM GOPAL REDDY
Will the Minister of INDUSTRY be
Ppleased to state:

(a) whether Paper industry in
the country has urged for assistance
fo expangd the present production and
for setting up more paper unitg in the
country; and

(b) if so, the reaction of Govern-
ment thereon?

THE MINISTER OF INDUSTRY
(SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES): (a)
and (b). Government have been recelv-
ing from time to time, various sugges-
tions from individuals and firmg con-
nected with the Paper Industry on ime
provement of productivity and incen-
tives for further growth. Government
have been taking these into account
while congidering measures to increase
the production of paper.
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Levy imposed on Films

#5409, SHRI NIHAR LASKAR:

SHRI M. KALYANA.
SUNDARAM:

Will the Minister of INFORMATION
AND BROADCASTING be pleased to
state.

(a) whether a delegation of film
producers met him and placed before
him the difficulties in regard to levy
imposed by the Finance Minister;

(b) it so, whether the delegation
had also met the Finance Minister
and urged him to revise the levy; and

(c) if so, the reaction of Govern~
ment thereto?

THE MINISTER OF INFORMATION
AND BROADCASTING (SHRI L. K.
ADVANTI): (a) and (b). Yes, Sir.

(¢) The Minister of Finance has al-
ready announced certain modifications
in regarg to the levy of Excise Duty on
films, which it is hoped, will go a long
way in mitigating the grievences of
of the film industry.

Agitation by All India Defence
Employees Federatior

*550. SHRI K. A. RAJAN: Will the
Minister of DEFENCE be pleased to
state:

(a) whether All India Defence Fm-
ployees Federation has decided to
start a country-wide agitation to press
their demands; and

(b) if so, what are their demands
and Government’s response thereto?

THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE
(SHRI JAGJIVAN RAM): (a) No
formal notice has been received in
the Ministry of Defence in regard to
the proposed agitation by the All
India Defence Employees Federation,
A pews item published in the Defence





