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SHRI K. A. RAJ AN : It seems the 
Hon. Minister is highly optimistic about 
ihe over-all supply position of anti-TB 
<?rugs for 1978-79, but I am very doubt­
ful  because of the performance.  The 
whole crux of th" problem in this area is 
the increased demand m excess of the 
production  and installed  capacity.  If 
you go through the figures of our require­
ments for the year 1978*79, it is estimated 
that the country’s requirements of strep- 
oraycm is 330 tonnes and last year our 
production was only 207.86 tons.  As it 
is, there is a gap or shortage of nearly 
133 tonnes.  This shortage can be  built 
up  only  in  two  ways—either  by 
fully utilising the capacity of the existing

Slants or b\ import.  I would like  to now from the Hon. Minister whether he 
has got a long-term perspective in this 
matter and 111 what way he is going to fill 
up the gap of 130 tonnes shortage in 1977-78.

Hie Minister of Petroleum. Chemi­
cals  and  FertiUcers (SHRI  H. N. 
BAHUGUNA)  :  I  do  not  agree
with my Hon. friend about the produc­
tion figures given  by him.  Indigenous 
production m the year 1976-77 was 214. 
85 tonnes, in 1977-78 it came down  to 
199.92 tonnes and 1978-79 it is estimated 
to be a 15 tonnes.  The imports which we 
tried to build up during this period was 
3a tons in 1976-77, 29 tonnes in 1977-78 
and 80 tonnes in 1978-79.

SHRI K. A. RAJAN ; Still, a gap is 
there

SHRI H. N. BAHUGUNA : Yes, it i. 
accept d that  the  indigenous  capacity 
which has been li cawed has not proved 
equal to the job.  ‘Alembic’ is the worst 
defaulter.  Though their licensed produc­
tion capacity was 30 tonnes, they could 
not produce more than 1.48 tonnes.

SHRI K. A. RAJAN : Why ?

SHRI H. N. BAHUGUNA : Well, I 
think that when Alembic was approved 
long ago, that was a wrong dale, a wrong 
time and a wrong decision.  Everything 
coupled together, to give them a wrong 
technology,  perhaps.  1  am sure  they 
are not going to produce even this just 
now, and we are chasing them to find 
out what should be done in this particular 
matter.

Then, there are three more, Hindustan 
Anti-bioties Ltd. has been producing above 
its rated capacity this year. The Indian 
Drugs and Pharmaceuticals has been in 
difficulty because of common area usages 
which haft run into difficulties due to the 
new technology being introduced in other 
fields of anti-biotics and, therefore, there 
is a fall in production in IDPL.  It will 
soon, in 1979-80, be all right.  So  far 
as  Hindustan  Antibiotics and Syno 
biotics, are concerned, they are doing very 
well. Some of the multinationals are really 
doing formulationg—Pfizer,  Glaxo and 
others.  They have been given according 
to their actual use in 1976-77  because se­
parate capacity for formulation is not 
mentioned.  It is these people who are 
trying to get more and more of this with­
out fulfilling their corresponding responsi­
bility which they had for building up 
this type of bulk drug, which they have 
not done.  But I can assure the House that 
this year we have made it absolutely sure 
tJ at tlvcre shall be no shortage of anti-TB 
drug1;, a very important antibiotics

Mr SPEAKER : The Question Hous 
is over.

WRITTEO ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

Reduction  In  Election  Evpense*

*491.  SHRI  K S.  VEERA BHAD* 
RAPPA : Will the Minister of LAW, 
STICK AND COMPANY AFFAIRS 
pleased to state :

(a)  Whether any suggestion has been 
received by Government regarding the 
reduction in the election expenses ;

(b)  whether any suggestion has been 
received to the effect that some tangible 
financial assistance in kind in terms of 
printing  of identity cards, posters and 
publicity material and provision of petrol 
coupons for cach candidate should  be 
afforded by Government so that no can­
didate is handicapped in preparation for 
elections for want of minimum resources ; 
and

(c)  if so, the reaction of Government 
thereon ?

THE MINISTER OF LAW, JUSTICE 
AND COMPANY  AFFAIRS  (SHRI 
SHANTt BHUSHAN) : (a)  Yes, Sir.

(b)  Proposals for grant of certain fa­
cilities at Government expense, to the 
candidates at elections to the Lok Sabha 
and the State Legislative Assemblies, have 
been  received.  These  proposals fafer 
alia include supply of printed cards
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ing the registered number of a voter in the 
: electoral rail and the pollling booth where 
he may have to cast his vote ai jug with 
the names and  symbols of candidates 
which should be made available to all 
voters,  supply of posters and publicity 
matma/ and toe supply of petrol coupons

(c) These  piopo&ah  art  undei 
examination

Availability of oil and Natural  Gas 
in the Nigs Thrust  Region

*49*) sHTU  CHI11A BASl  Will
the Minister of  PLIROLEUM, CHE­
MICALS  AND  FERIIL1ZERS  bt 
pit ised to  state

S whf tl < r it is a t u i that there exists 
y promising strue tures with potential 

wailibility jf oil *nd Natuial C is 111 the 
region cillrd ‘N tgi Ihrust’  and

fb) if «o  the >ieps ti urc<kraf<  the*
drilling opeiations in Je area "*

ihe minis11 r or sr\rr in

THE MINISTRY Of  PliROLiUM, 
CHEMICALS  \ND  J*LRT ILIZLRS 
(SHRI NARSINGH  Y\DAV' (a) Yes 
Su  Oil on somi sttuctuies  such is 
Digboi,  Gtltki  and  Borhollt—along 
the 'Naga ihiusi line in the F istern Re­
gion has already been found  \ run d 11 
dottier pi ouusurigsti uctuie si i i also been 
delineated f jr exploraloiv drilling

b̂) In oidcr tomttnsifv t k exploration 
work u< numbn of drilling ugs deployed 
by the ONf»P in tht T i stern region s 
being increased from q in 197B-7Q  to 
14 m j()7(> 80 and 17 m iqOi 83

Broadcast of Regional News Bulletin 
of Punjabi from Rohtalc

*4q0  SHRI  BAIWANT  SINGH 
RAMOOWALIA  Will the Minister of 
INFORMATION  AND  BROADCAS­
TING be pleased to state

(a) whether the regional news bulletin 
of Punrabi is broadcast only from Jullundui 
and Chandigarh and not fiom Rohtak, 
if so, the reasons therefor,

(b) what are the reasons for ignoring 
the 40 per cent Punjabi news listeners of 
Haryana and Delhi,

(c) whether he is considering a pi oposa) 
for the broadcasting of Punjabi Regional 
News bulletin at 6-10 P M from Rohtak 
also as the transmitter at Jullundur is 
weak and these news can only be 1 istened 
from Rohtak, and

(d) it this bulletin is continued from 
RnMnk also what extra expenditure ha* 
to be borne by AIR *

THE MINISTER  OF INFORMA­
TION AND BROADCAST IMG  (SHRI 
L K  ADVANI)  (a) to (d̂  AIR 
Rohtak bro ideasts the  regional news 
bulk tin only in limdi ixcau&i linn is 
the mam language of tlic area cover* d by 
that Station  Tht Punjabi-spealing po­
pulation ol Harvaua and Delhi wl <>, „s 
per the 1971 Census Report number B 34 
per cent and 1 j 25 percent respectively, 
can listen  to tht  Regional  Punjabi 
news bulletins ltl tved  from Juihndui 
because  tl ey  come  well will in  the 
first-ratt listening t mge ol its ro KW 
medium wave tianumitet  It is not 
proposed to relay tht Punjabi legiona) 
news bulletin fiom AIK Re I ts»k Lee u&e 
of its other programme  comnntmtr is

Naptha Jhakari Hydel Project and Kol 
Dam Project in Himachal Pradesh

*100 SHRI DIRGA CHAM)  Will 
the Mimstci of 1<N1 RG\  l>t plenvd tc 
state

(a)  whether Central Government have* 
approved Naptha  ]liakari Hydel Pioject 
and K 1 D-vrn Preject in HimicKil Pu- 
desh,

'b) if 30 the detail* tl ieof

(c) at what cost each pioject is liktly 
to be constructed and what would I f tl e 
Central md State s contributen tc ead 
of the projects separately,

(d) when the we rk will sUit tn tl e*e 
projects and in how nnuy j: lusts tl t vu rlw 
will be corny letcd *nd

(e) when both tht project* will 1 c ten 
miSHontel ’

THT  MINISTIR  OI  FMRG\ 
(SHRI P  RAM AC H ANDR AN)  (a.)
to(e) Vt 1 meeting held on 5 J ii*/4 with 
the Chief Ministers ~nd Powtt Mn  te « 
of J&K, Himachal Pradesh l’unjol md 
Rajasthan it was decided in principle te 
take-up the exrcutior of Naj tl a J1. km 1 
and Kol Dam Pioject sU ject tc fiinl 
tion of the estimates  ttclno econenuc 
clearance  financul dllocatn rs  etr

Doubling output of alloy and special 
steel

*500  SHRI KUMAR1 ANAMHAlS 
Will the Minister of  STEFL  AND 
MINES be pleased to state

(a) artion taken on the suggestion of 
the Working Group that tht alio and 
special steel sector should dt uble its output 
to meet the giowing demand,

(b) whethei the elerlrie  are rurnace 
sector has diversified its production from 
mild steel pencil ingots, md
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