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Shortage of Salt due to Inadeqttate 

arrantentente for Transport

•529. SHRI K. LAKKAPPA: Will 

the Minister of INDUSTRY be pleas­

ed to state:

(a) whether India is self-sufficient 
in salt production;

(b) quantity of salt produced dur­
ing the last two years;

(c) whether shortages are felt in 

respect of supplies of salt in some 
regions;

(d) if so, whether such shortages 

are due to inadequate transport ar­
rangements; and

(e) the steps Government propose 

to take to remedy the above situa­
tion?

THE MINISTER OP INDUSTRY 
(SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES): (a) 
Yes, Sir.

(b) The production of salt in the 
country during the last two year* 
was as under:-—

Year Production

19 76 40.7# lakh tonnes

1977 43.28 lakh tonnes

(c) 4o (e). According to the assess­

ment made, the monthly average 

loading of 10,721 wagons was re­
quired during the period from Janu­
ary to June, 1978 from broad and 

metre gauge stations on different 

railways to meet the edible salt re­
quirement of States under the zonal 

scheme but the actual loading of edi­

ble salt on account of licensed and 

unlicensed salt manufacturers from 

broad and metre gauge stations on 
different railways was 11,114 wagons

per month during this period. There 

should therefore be no shortage of 
edible salt due to inadequate trans­
port arrangements.

Effect of Trombay Effluents on Salt 

Prepared from Sea-Water

•530. SHRI YASHW ANT BOROLE: 

Will the Minister of ATOMIC ENER­

GY be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the 

edible salt prepared from sea-water in 
Bombay is getting radio active due to 

Trombay effluent; and

(b) if so, what steps Government 

have taken or are going to take in 
this regard?

THE PRIME MINISTER (SHRI 
MORARJI DESAI): (a) Edible salt is 
prepared by refining Ihe salor evapo­
rated crude salt. This is, therefore, 

radioactive because of the presence of 

naturally occurring radioactive potas­
sium in it. The radioactivity 

observed is less than 1/10,000 of the 
maximum permissible limit. This has 

no relation to any of the activities of 
the Department of Atomic Energy.

(b) Government has been keeping 

a close watch on the radioactivity 

content of the solar evaporated crude 

salt for the last 20 years and 
there is no cause for concern in this 

regard.

Daily Broadcasting «f Nepali News 

Bulletin by <5wrfutl All India Radio 

Station

•531. SHRI K. B. CHETTRI: Will the 
Minister of INFORMATION AND 

BROADCASTING be pleased to state:

(a) whether Nepali regional neWs Is 
broadcast only two days in a week 

from Gauhati All India Radio Station;

(b) if so, the reasons thereof;

(c) whether the daily broadcast 
of Nepali regional news is under ths 
consideration of the Government; and

(d) if not, the reasons thereof?
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THE MINISTER OF INFORMATION 

A N D  BROADCASTING (SHRI L. K. 
ADVANI): (a) to <d). Though regio­
nal news in N«rpali language is broad­

cast only twice a week, Gauh&ti Sta­

tion relays daily Nspali. news bulletins 

of the External and Home News Bulle­
tins. In addition, the two regional 

new« broadcast in Assamese also serve 
the listeners, including the Nepalis. 

Any chaage will adversely affect the 

programme content of the Gauhati 
Station which has already a high 

quantum of news.
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