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*224 SHRI AGHAN SINGH THA- 
KUR: Will the Minister of INDUS-
TRY be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have for-
mulated any scheme for setting up 
industries in iho rural areas of the 
country;

(b) if so, the details thereof; and

(c) whether Government will select 
places for setting up these industries,

and if so, the criteria proposed to be 
adopted for the purpose?

THET MINISTER OF INDUSTRY 
(SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES):
(a) to (c). Tiie thrust of the Indus-
trial Policy announced in Parliament 
on 23rd December, 1977, will be an 
effective promotion of Cottage and 
Small Industries widely dispersed „n 
rural areas and small towns. To 
achieve this, the list of Industries re-
served for the Small Scale Sector has 
been expanded substantially to cover 
over 500 items. This list will be con-
tinuously reviewed to provide ade-
quate support for the growth of the 
Small Scale Sector as new products 
and new processes capable of being 
manufactured in the small scale sec-
tor are identified.

In order to provide a focal point of 
development for small scale and cot-
tage industries, there will be one 
agency in each District viz., the Dis-
trict Industries Centre to deal with 
all requirements of small and Village 
Industries. The District Industries 
Centre will provide all the services 
and support required by Small and 
Village entrepreneurs under a single 
roof. The Centre will be manned by 
responsible officers of different lisci- 
rlines 5r> to provide an effective 
set up for economic investigation 
supply ! machinery and equipment, 
!.* I'visi*'!' of Taw material, am ngp- 
menl of credit facilities, an effec-
tive set up for marketing and finan-
cial assistance and linkage with the 
banks. This organisational set up 
will be implemented from May, 1978 
to initially cover the RIP districts and 
profciessively entered to the other dis-
t r ic t  in the country.

The Sate industrial machinery 1b 
being effectively involved in identifica-
tion of the districts for locating the 
District industries Centres and in nan- 
ning these Centres with the requisite 
skills and disciplines to ensure a com-
prehensive involvement of Central end 
State resources and expertise in gene-
rating sustained and productive in-
dustrial growth in the rural areas.




